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AT EDINBURGHE THE TENT DAY OF ... GoD J™ V° FOURESCOIR 
FOURTEN YEIRIS. 


Mr. JoHN Layne, keeper of the signet, produced a commission granted by 
Sir Richard Cokburne of Clerkingtoun, knight, secretary to the king, in favour of 
the said Mr. John Layng his depute, and keeper of the signet, John Young, John 
Johnstoun, Mr. William Scott, John Andro, Mr. John Kene, Walter Maware, 
Adam Lawtie, Thomas Young, Walter Henrysoun, Peter Hewat, Harie Bickartoun, 
[Jobn] Wardlaw, Adam Cowper, Richard Karse, Alexander Reid, George Mak, 
James [Bor]thuik, and Thomas Harvie, or any nine of them conjunctly (the depute 
keeper of the signet being always one), and failing of them, or any ef them by 
decease, with power to so many of the said commissioners in life for the time to 
put others in the places of those deceased, “of the maist ancient and best qualifeit 
ordinare” writers to the signet, to convene whenever they shall think expedient, 
and to take order with “all abuses, falsities, and informaliteis in thair vocation 
committit or to be commit by any ordinary member and brether thereof, master and 
servant,” and for remedy of the same “to conclude, determine, and sett doun all actis, 
statutis, and ordinancis necessare, under the panes of deprivatioun simpliciter of their 
office, suspensioun and pecuniall panes according to the wechtines of the offence.” 
And also te make acts and statutes, as well concerning the sufficiency of such as 
should be presented by the said secretary, as the form and manner of trial, and 
order of their admission to the said office, the contraveners thereof to be deprived 
or suspended at the pleasure of the commissioners, etc. The commission is dated 
at Edinburgh the 16th, and recorded in the Books of Council ad futuram rei 
memoriam, the 17th December 1594. . 

The accepting commissioners are Mr. John Layng, John Young, John John- 
stoun, Mr. William Scott, Peter Hewat, Adam Lawtie, Harie Bickartoun, James 
Borthuik, John Wardlaw, Richard Cas, Adam Cowper, George Mak, Thomas 
Young, and they, along with the others mentioned in the commission, append their 
signatures. 

“The quhilk day the said Mr. Jehne Layng presentit to the saidis com- 
missioncris my lord secretares injunctiones following, to be observit be the ordiner 
wryttaris to the signet in all tyme cuming, quhairof the tenour followis :— 

“1. In the first that the haill ordinar writteris to the signet sweir to the said lord 
secretare and his depute in his name thair lauchfull obedience concernyng thair 
office as writtares to the signet, and quhen occasioun sall serve as hes bene in tymes 
by past... eretare principall to his majestie and thair ordinare maister thai 
be: Sake 
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“9, Item that uane of thame writt ony lettres or billis aganis the s . .. without 
thai first adverteis his lordschip or his depute. I[tem that na] writtare mak ony billis 
of quhatsumever qualitie or importance [to the] prejudice of the said lerd secretares 
office. Item quhatsumevir writtare obeyis nocht his lordschipis depute keipare of 
the signet in writting missive or utheris letres quhatsumevir his majestie commandis 
his lordschip to be writtin that the disobeyaris be suspendit ay and quhill thai 
pay a mandat for thair disobedience. 

“3, The quhilk day the commissioneris foirsaidis statutes, declairis, decernis, and 
ordinis that gif it salhappin ony ordinare writtare to the signet present or to cum 
to be convict judiciallie in ony jugement for falsett (albeit thai sal happin to be 
absolvit be the juge fra the pane), that nevirtheles thai salbe deprivit simpliciter of 
all writting to the signet in tyme cuming during thair liftymes. 

“4 The quhilk day the commissioneris foirsaidis statutes, decernis, and ordinis, 
that in cais ony ordinare writter to the signet salbe fund to reveill ony secretis of 
his clientis to the adversare pairties, or to ony uthir persoun or persones, that the 
writtare reveilare thairof salbe simpliciter depryvit fra his office and writting to 
the signet. 

«5. The quhilk day the commissioneris foirsaidis statutes, decernis, and ordinis, 
that uane of the ordinare writtares to the signet present.or to cum writt lettres 
upoun ony warrandis writtin ather be ony uthir writtare, advocatis, thair servandis 
or utheris quhatsumevir, or preceptis upoun signatures, except the said warrand or 
signature be writtin be thameselfis or thair awin servandis*in thair awin buith, 
except it be to supplie his brotheris lauchfull absence or seiknes testifeit to the 
subseryvare or keipare of the signet, under the pane of deprivatioun, at the leist 
suspensioiin, or payment of ane “ pecuniall sum at the discretioun of the saidis 
commissioneris. 

“6. The quhilk day the commissioneris foirsaidis statutis and ordinis’ that na 
person or persones salbe heirefter admittit ordinare writteris to the signet except 
in the conventioun of the ordinare persones appoyntit thairto be the said com- 
missioneris, quha being convenit, sall subscryve the admissioun of the persoun or 
persones suitand the samyn gif thai think it necessare to be done, eftir dew examina- 
tioun and tryall, quhilk sall alwyis preceid in publict eonventioun befoir ony 
admissioun. And gif ony of thair brethrene sall heirefter subscryve admissionis in 
favour of ony persoun or persones, except in publict conventioun éftir the said 
examinatioun and tryall as said is, the subscriptioun salbe null, and the mma 
salbe depryvit of his office. 

“7, The quhilk day the commissioneris foirsaidis statutes anid ordinis, that the haill 
ordinare writteris appoyntit be the foirsaid commissioun, at the leist nyne of thame 
with the said Mr. Johne Layng, sall ilk yeir’twa severall tymes convene, viz.: in 
the monethis of Apryill and August, and ofter as thai salbe warnit be the ordinare 
officiare, and tak cognitioun and ordour with all complaintes to be presentit befoir 
thame. As alsua that the haill ordinare brethrene writteris to the signet, sall convene 
at all sic tymes and occasiones as thai salbe warnit be the said officiare, undir the 
pane of fourtie schillingis to be uptakin fra ilk persoun disobeyand, being lauchfullie 
wairnit thairto, personallie apprehendit, and to be suspendit fra all writting quhill 
the payment of the foirsaid pane, quhilk the saidis commissioneris ordinis to be 
convertit ad pios usus. 

“8. The quhilk day the commissioneris foirsaidis statutis and ordinis that na 
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persones alredie admittit, or in ony tyme heirefter salhappin to be admittit ordinare 
writteris to the signet, salbe procuratouris, agentis nor ordinare servandis to the lordis 
of Sessioun or men of law, or exerce ony uthir particulare office in hurt and prejudice 
of the rest of the brethrene and generall office, bot that the saidis writteris and ilkane 
of thame salbe friemen, keip oppin buithis, speciallie await and attend upoun thair 
buithis and vocatioun, and nawyis be subject to ony uthir particulare service or 
servitude of ony persones, undir the pane of deprivatioun ; and ordinis this act to be 
extendit aganis all writteris els admittit and to be admittit, and all persones alredie 
admittit and utheris seikand admissioun and obtenand the samyn to be suspendit fra 
all writing, and the keipare of the signet dischargit of affixing of the samyn to lettres 
or preceptis to be subscryvit be thame, quhill thai keip oppin buithis for service of 
oure soverane lordis leiges. 

“9. The quhilk day the commissioneris foirsaidis concludis, statutes, and ordinis 
that heireftir na persoun salbe admittit to the signet nor use the office thairof bot be 
deceis of ane of the brethrene ordinare writtare to the signet, and than to ressave the 
sone, servand or prenteis of the persoun deceissit, he being fund sufficientlie qualifeit, 
and failzeing of him the eldest and best qualifeit servand or prenteis quha hes servit 
in the said office for the space of sevin yeiris, at the leist fyve yeiris as prenteis and 
twa yeiris as servand, and that he verifie the samyn be his indentour and discharge 
of his maister of his faithfull service. 

“10. The quhilk day the saidis commissioneris decernis and statutes that na writ- 
tare now to the signet, nor that beis writtare admittit to the samyn heireftir, sall direct- 
lie or indirectlie, be ony meane, colour or devyis, seik, purches or procure in his persoun 
or favour the erectioun of ony new particulare office, in detriment, prejudice or hurt 
[of the commo]ditie of the rest of the brethrene in the gencrall, and commoun .. . 
signet or onywyis appropriat in particulare to him selff ony . . . of the same general] 
office undir the pane of deprivatioun, save [and the commo|ditie alwyis of the ordinare 
officiaris. 

“11. The quhilk day the saidis commissioneris statutes and ordinis that it sall 
nocht be lesum to ony ordinare writtare to the signet to writt ony writtis, lettres or 
evidentis, to ony pairtie or client quha restis unpait ony soumes of money or dettis 
for writtis writtin to thame of befoir be ony uthir ordinare writter, being lauchfullie 
adverteist be the said writter of the said dett, undir the pane of payment to his 
brothir of the dett awand be the said pairtie to him, and'that he be suspendit fra 
writting to the signet quhill the said det be pait. 

“12. The quhilk day the commissioneris foirsaidis statutis and ordinis that na 
persoun, servand or prentcis, salbe ressavit and admittit in the place of ony ordiner 
writter deceissit quha bruikit ane particulare office, except the persoun suitand to 
be admittit be first ressavit and admittit to the particulare office possest of befoir 
be the person be quhais deceis he claimes to be admittit to the signet. 

“13. The quhilk day the commissioneris foirsaidis calling to mynd the treuth 
and honestie of thair predicessouris ordinare writteris to the signet, quhilk proceidit 
upoun thair few nummer, and now be the admissioun of ane multitude thair is 
drawin upoun the maist pairt of thame povirtie, and be the said povertie ar the 
reddier to bè inducit to committ falsettis; thairfoir the saidis commis- 
sioneris statutis and ordinis, that thair sall be na persoun nor persones admittit 
ordiner writter to the signet in ony tyme cnming, nor ressavit in the place of 
ony deceissand, unto the tyme the haill nummer of the saidis ordiner writteris be 
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redactit to the nummer of twentie foure persones, and that in na tyme cuming the 
saidis ordinare writteris to the signet sall evir thaireftir exceid the nummer of 
twentie foure; provyding alwyis that undir this act sall nawyis be comprehendit the 
ordiner clerkis befoir the sessioun, secretare, depute keipare of the signet, clerkis to 
the justiciarie, and clerk depute of the secreit counsale. ` 

“14. The quhilk day the commissioneris foirsaidis remembering the grite unitie and 
gude concord standing amangis the haill brethrene, ordinare writteris to the signet 
(praisit be God), and willing the samyn to incres and continew, thairfoir statutes and 
ordinis that gif ony of the brethrene being persewit or [ac]eusit of ane uthir brother 
for contravenyng of the actis abonewrittin or . . . thairof, salhappin to minas or 
injure utheris be worde, deid . . . that the pairtie minasser or injurare of the uthir 
quhither perseware or defendare (the samen injurie being tryit) salbe for the first 
fault suspendit fra all using of his office, ay and quhill he have satisfeit the pairtie 
offendit and forder induring the saidis commissioneris willis, and for the secund falt 
salbe simpliciter depryvit of his office in all tyme cuming, but ony favoure or restitu- 
tioun to be grantit to him thairof.” 

These statutes are subscribed by the commissioners, and also by J. Hay, D. 
Hay, W. Wylie, Robert Gairdnar, Thomas M‘Cawlay, John Buchannane, A. Millar, 
John M‘Gill, A. Schoir, James Kay, Robert Stewart, Mr. John Paip, A. Hamiltoun. 


159 


19th DAY oF . Mr. John Layng, keeper of the signet, produced and 
presented a letter from the secretary, Sir Richard Cokburne, requesting the writers 
to admit the bearer, David: Flescheour, servitor to the clerk of register, to be an 
ordinary writer to the signet, conform to his lordship’s presentation given to him, 
and to dispense with such acts as might be opposed against him. 


1595. 


14th Novemper. The Lord Secretary promises that he shall nowise admit any 
person to the signet until the whole number be reduced to twenty-four only. 

On the samo day, the secretary and the commissioners being convened, Robert 
Gairdner, writer, is accused of contravening the act forbidding the writing of letters 
upon warrants; and having confessed the fault, he is suspended from writing to the 
signet until the 20th of January next, and further. during their will, that in the 
meantime they may take further order with him: and Mr. John Layng is discharged 
from affixing the signet to any summons or precept subscribed by the said Robert 
in the meantime. 


4th December. The commissioners, including Mr. John Hay and Mr. James 
Bannatyne, having considered the supplication of Robert Gairdner, requiring them 
“maist humlie” to dispense with the suspension enacted against him, and “being 
movit with petye,” have ex gratia dispensed therewith, on his promise never to 
offend again, under pain of deprivation. He enacts himself to that effect, and puts 
his signature. 
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1596. 


4th June. Lord Menmure, secretary to the King, ratifies the aforesaid com- 
mission and whole acts made by the commissiouers thereupon, promising “to hald 
hand” to the observing thereof. His signature is appended. 

On tlie same day the Secretary and Commissioners ordain that “gif ony ordiner 
writter to the signet, or thair servandis, writ our agane in new forme, or utherwyse 
in ony uther forme, in ony tyme coming, ony evidentis, writtis, bandis, signatouris, 
preceptis, billis or letteris, quhilkis salhappin to be originally formed be ane uther 
ordiner writer of befoir, and sall not send the same bak agane to the first former 
thairof to be writtin be tham, except thai be deid or seik or depryved, the con- 
travener salbe simpliciter depryved but favour.” 


23d Juty. The Lord Secretary being personally present with the “brether,” of 
new ratifies the acts of the commissioners, and ordains them to meet in August next 
for taking trial of abuses. 

Adam Cowper, writer, is appointed procurator fiscal for the year. 


19th NOVEMBER. The commissioners, to the number of twelve, being convened 
in the New Kirk, Robert Gairdner is accused of “subscryving of ane warrand quhilk 
had bene writtin in the buith of David Flescheour and by his servand, and for the 
writting of ane lettre thairupone and subscryving the samen.” Which offence having 
been confessed by the accused, the commissioners, “ movit alwyse of petie, gaif to 
him ane admonitioun” to abstain from such offences in time to come under pain of 
being simpliciter deprived for life. : 

On the same day Adam Lawtie, clerk to the commissioners, is ordained to give 
up again, to the writers who had produced their admissions formerly, their presenta- 
tions and admissions, to be kept by them until they should again be required to 
exhibit them. 

Thus far the minutes are subscribed on each sederunt by the clerk, A. Lawtie. 

Receipt of their presentations and admissions is acknowledged by A. Couper, 
Thomas M‘Awlay, and James Borthuik, who append their subscriptions. 


1598. 


6th May. The commissioners being convened anent the supplication of John 
Gilmure for his admission as an ordinary writer to the signet, Walter Henrysoun, 
John Wardlaw, and Thomas Hervie are appointed to pass to the secretary to inform 
him of their acts, and confer with him thereanent. 

‘ The ordinary writers to the signet being convened “anent the taking of ordour 
with the admission of ordinare wryteris to the signet, for avoyding of the great hurt 
and skaith that redoundis to the wryteris in generall by the extraordinare ad- 
missioun of sindrie personis wryteris to the signet without tryall or examinatioun 
takin quhidder thai be qualifeit and meit to exerceis the office of ane wryter to the 
signet ; and understanding that thair hes bene sindrie admittit quha be thame 
selffis can do littel bot be the onlie help of sindrie auld servandis, thairfore, to the 
effect that auld servandis suld not culloure the ignorance of sic personis, it is statute 
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and ordanit, that all sic personis sall remove and put away fra thame all auld servandis, 
and tak prenteissis for the space of thre yeiris nixt efter thair admissioun to the 
signet, and this act to be extendit ad preterita alsweil as ad futura.” 


` 16th Aucust. The secretary Lord Eglischame ratifies the acts, and promises 
“to hald hand ” to the observing thereof. He subscribes the minute. ; 


1598-9. 


> 25th JANUARY. Mr. John Layng, “‘secretare depute,” made declaration in name 
of the Secretary that his lordship “wald have the actis of the bretherene observit 
and keipit in all pointis,” etc. 


21st FEBRUARY. Mr. John Layng, “secretare depute,” with the ordinary 
brethren contained in commission, being convened for receiving the report of James 
Borthuik and George Mak, two of their number, anent the qualification and ability 
of Mr. Richard Kene, son of the deceased Mr. John Kene, writer, the report of 
his examination being favourable, the said Mr. Richard Kene is admitted “as ane of 
their ordinare nowmer in the place of the said umquhile Mr. Jolin Kene his father.” 
Hary Bickartoun is elected procurator fiscal for the year. 


1599. 


24th JULY. Mr. John Layng, “secretare depute,’ with the ordinary commis- 
sioners, being convened anent the admission of Mr. James Harlaw, son of the deceased 
James Harlaw, one of the ordinary writers to the signet—the said Mr. James desiring 
to be admitted in his father’s place “conforme to the act maid anent admission of 
wryters to the signet, and the same act, to witt the ellevint act contenit in the 
buik, being red in thair presence and considerit, and question being movit thair- 
anent” whether the act should be extended ad preterita as ad futura, the majority 
voted against extending the act ad preterita. 


28th Juty. “The quhilk day the ordiner wryteris being convenit in the laich 
tolbuith, and it being put to vote quhidder gif or nocht the bretherene wald grant 
to ane incorporatioun with the advocates or not, the maist pairt voteit to the said 
incorporatioun.” 


4th Avaust. Mr. John Layng, secretary depute, made intimation to the 
brethren of the act and ordinance of the Lords of Session of date 27th July 1599 
against granting suspension upon “liquidate sowmes,” the said act being read, and 
engrossed in the minutes. 


1604. 


27th Marcu. Mr. John Layng, “secreter deput,” convened the ordinary writers 
to the signet according to the secretary’s direction by his missive letter from 
Whitehall dated 18th March 1604, bearing these words, “I think meit, seing-I heir 
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of many abuseis amangis the wryteris to the signet, and that the maist pairt of 
thame that wes in commissioun with yow ar depairtéd, that ye convene thame all 
and elect to your self some of the honestest and gravest amangis thame to have 
eommissioun for: trying thair proceiding and censuring of thame, according to your 
awin actis, and quhatever ye do in that behalf I sall ratefie and allow of it.” ; 

The brethren, after the reading of the commission given by his lordship’s prede-. 
cessors, finding a sufficient number of the commissionérs ther ein named still “ onlyve; 
thay war all content with the saidis auld commissioneris.’ 

George Mak is elected procurator fiscal in all matters concerning the brethren, 
and gives his oath for due administration; and all complaints are — to be 
given in and heard on the 12th of April next. l a 


1606. 


17th January. Mr. John Layng, secretary depute, and keeper of the signet, 
with the brethren, being convened in the “laiche tolbuith of Edinburgh,” conform 
to the lord secretary’s direction, ordained that all bills and supplications to be given 
by the writers before the Lords of Council and Session should be subscribed by 
themselves “and nawayis be thair servandis” during the session, under pain of 
deprivation. 

Also that no writer to the signet nor their servants during the session take in 
hand to present bills to the lords to be subscribed, nor to deliver the same upon the 
backs, nor to present them to the ordinary clerk, under pain of deprivation. 

It is also ordained that no ordinary writers to the signet “be onnawayis agentis 
in passing of ony infeftmentis throw the seallis, or be ony other maner of way. 
agentis, bot attend upon thair office and calling as ordinar wryteris to the signet 
under the pane forsaid.” 

Also that all writers to the signet shall deliver to the said Mr. John Layng “ane 
copie of thair servandis and prenteisis handwrittis that he may knaw thame,” under 
pain of ten shillings. 

Also that “eaverie brother ordinar wrytar to the signet sal gif yeirlie to John 
M‘Gill thair officer for his pains and trawillis the soumo of vj 8% at the leist, under 
pane of x°.” 


17th JANUARY. The “bretherene wryttaris to the signet” being convened, 
ordained the following persons admitted to be writers by the lord secretary, to 
subscribe the acts “made in this present buke,” and to ratify the same by their 
- subscriptions. The subscribers are “Rot Lauder, David Wylie, R. Lawsoun, 
James Kynneir, Robert Alschinder, J. Heart, J. Andersone, Johne Ainslie, 
Ja. Wynrame, A. Straton, Maister Richard Kene, Jo. Young, G. Muirheid, Samuell 
Birs, W™ Swane, James Scott, Jhone Kyncaid, Mr. Ja. Harlaw, A. Dunlop, J. Small, 
but hurt of my admission, T. Kellie, J. Balfour, R. Kirkwod, G. Thomesone, Robert 
Newlandis, Robert Fortoun. 4 


' . 15th Maron. “The quhilk day Mr, Johne Laynge, secreter deput, and the rest of 
the ordinar wrytaris to the signet being convenit in the heiche tolbuith of Edinburgh, 
the said Mr. Johne presentit befoir thame my lord secreteris warrand in maner and to 
the effect underwrittin, quhairof the tennour followis :—Maister Johne Layng, ye sall 
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imediatlie efter the sicht heirof convene the haill ordinar writteris to his Majesteis 
signet, and certifie thame gif thai or thair servandis wrytis the delyverances upoun ' 
ony billis to be grantit be the Lordis, they salbe simpliciter suspendit fra all wryting 
to his hienes signet, and depryvit of thair offices; commanding also the saidis clerkis 
to gif in thair billis to be delyverit be the Lordis in this vacance approcheand 
oulklie upoun the Tyisday, Thurisday, and Settirday, onlie, under the pane forsaid. 
Subscryvit with oure hand at Edinburgh the xiiij of Merche 1606. Sic subscribitur 
Balmerinoche, secretarij. Certifie the haill nomber that gif the ordinance be contravenit, 
the rigour salbe execut aganes thame without mercy. Quhilk was oppinlie red and 
intimat to the said brithrene that nane sould pretend ignorance thairof.” 

On the same day the brethren, considering that there are certain writers to the 
signet “quha keipis nocht opin buithis for serving of oure soverane lordis leidgeis 
conforme to thair admissioun, actis and statutes maid thairanent, bot usis thame 
selffis as agentis, unseamelie to ordinar wrytaris : as alsua that thair is utheris of the 
saidis ordinar wrytaris quha hes divers persones in thair buithis and chalmeris quha 
ar nocht thair ordinar servandis, and wryteis all maner of writtis according to thair 
knawledge as gif thai war ordinar wryteris, to the grit abuise of the ordinar wryteris 
and alsua of our soverane lordis leidges, taking thame to be the persones thay ar nocht : 
for remeid quhairof” it is ordained that George Mak, procurator fiscal, should try 
which of the brethren were culpable in these and other respects. A 


28th NOVEMBER. Mr. John Layng, keeper of the signet, and divers of the 
commissioners being convened in the “hich tolbuith,” remit to John Eistoun and 
Thomas M‘Awlay, two of their number, to try the qualifications of Thomas Crammy 
or Crombey, presented by the secretary for admission. 


3d DECEMBER. The said examinators report “that the said Thomas wes in 
sum reasonabill maner qualifeit to the office.” 


1607. 


16th Marcu. Hary Wilsoun being charged with contravening the act anent 
“new maisteris admittit that sould nocht ressave auld servandis for culloring of 
thair ignorance,” confessed that he had received Thomas Egzer, but obliged himself 
“to remove him furth of his company and service at Whitsunday nixtocum under 
the pane of deprivation.” 


16th - Robert Stewart, Archibald Miller, John M‘Gyll, and Robert 
Newlands, being found guilty of contravening the act forbidding writers to subscribe 
letters on bills, precepts or warrants, not written by themselves or their own servants, 
are suspended from further writing to the signet until the lord secretary take order 
with them. 

. Intimation is ordered to be made to Daniel Hay and Robert Rawson, James 
Winrem and Robert Fortoun, to “seperate thame selffis, and ather of thame to kald 
oppin buithes betuix and Witsonday” under pain of deprivation, The intimation 
to be made by George Mak and John M‘Gill within twenty-four hours. 
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25th Marcu. Robert Newlands, who was suspended at the preceding sederunt, 
compeared before Mr. John Layng, keeper of the signet, and confessed the fault 
alleged against him, and “of new actit” himself not to offend in that respect in time 
to come, under pain of deprivation. His subscription is appended. 


Ar Hotyroop House, 4th APRIL. In presence of James Lord Balmerinoch, 
President of the College of Justice, and secretary to the king, the brethren, ordinary 
writers to the signet, as well commissioners as others, being convened, do ratify 
and approve the acts formerly made by the commissioners, and add their subscrip- 
tion, viz.:—Jo. Layng, Mr. Patrik Bannatyne, R. Cas, Adame Lawtie, J. Eistoun, 
T. Young, Robert Stewart, G. Mak, T. Kellie, W. Henrysone, J. Andersone, 
J. Buchanane, D. Flescher, A. Straton, Mr. John Paip, J. Gilmour, Thomas M‘Awlay, 
Mr. Ja. Harlaw, Maister Richard Kene, Walter Dick, J. Balfour, A, Dunlop, 
R. Kirkwod, A. Schoir, A. Hamiltoun, J. Speir, T. Small, Ro. Lauder, Robert 
Gairdnar, Antone Quhyte, Jo. Ainslie, Samuell Birs, Ja. Wynrame, Harie Wilsoun, 
Jo. Young, David Wylie, J. Heart, G. Thomesone, Wm. Swane, D. Muirheid, Rot. 
Alschinder, J. Makgill, T. Crombie, Jhone Kyncaid, Robert Fortoun, David Moysie. 


5th JUNE. Mr. John Layng, keeper of his majesty’s signet, and the remanent 
brethren being fully convened, and considering the secretary’s warrant for electing 
“sum of the eldest and maist discrete of the said brethrene ” as commissioners, the 
following are elected, viz.:—Mr. John Layng, Mr. William Scott, Adam Lawtie, 
Adam Couper, Mr. Patrick Bannatyne, Walter Henrysone, Richard Cas, Thomas 
Young, George Mak, John Kistoun, Thomas M‘Cawlay, Arthour Stratoun, James 
Kynneir, John Buchanane, and any nine, seven or five of them (Mr. John Layng 
being always one) to convene for the trial of abuses, ete. 


25th JUNE. John M‘Gill is suspended for contravening the act anent subscrib- 
ing of letters and bills not written by himself or his servants in “ his awin buith.” 
Robert Stewart is suspended for the same fault. 


30th JUNE. Archibald Miller being called before the commissioners for not 
keeping open buith, and subscribing letters not written by his own servants, declares 
that he shall keep open buith, and nowise keep Robert Maxwell for his servitor, 
nor any other servitor, until he keep open buith, under pain of deprivation. 

David Flescheour, accused of the same faults, declares that he will keep no 
person in his buith except his “awin actuall servandis,” and shall not keep John 
Cunynghame, who is not his servant, under the aforesaid pain. 

David Wylie is suspendit, during the secretary’s will, for the same faults. 

Robert Rawsoun is suspendeéd in like manner for the same cause. 

William Speir and Robert Gairdner, by their own consent “become actit” to 
keep no person in their buiths “bot their awin actuall servandis,” and to keep 
open buith. 


7th JULY. James Justice becomes bound that neither he nor any of his servants, 

nor any other persons by his licence, should write within his buith any bills to be 

delivered by the lords, letters thereupon, signatures, or precepts upon signatures, 

or any writs coneerning the signet, under pain of deprivation of his office of 
2H 
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notary, simpliciter, and from further keeping of an open buith. His subscription is 
added. 

Compeared also Mathew Cuming and “actit’’ himself to the same effect, 
adding his subscription. : 

Compeared Robert Rawsoun and acknowledged that he offended “the brethir 
in his undiscrete speches,” craving pardon therefor, and declaring that he should 
keep the acts: and the lord secretary having given his declaration to Mr. John 
Layng that the said Robert should be reponed, he is reponed accordingly. 

Compeared Alexander. Pyet and “ become actit in maner and to the effect foir- 
said under pane of deprivatioun of his office of notarie.” His subscription follows. 


24th JULY. Hary Wilsoun is called before the commissioners “ for contravening 
of the actis maid that na new admittit writteris suld ressave auld servandis to serve 
thame for culloring of thair ignorance, in ressaving of Thomas Stevin for his servand 
quha is ane auld servand.” The said Hary having confessed the fault, is suspended 
during the lord secretary’s will. 

John Young, servitor to John Young, is found “to have injurit Johnne M‘Gill 
with injurious wordis,” and therefore his master is ordained to cause him “ satisfie” 
the said John M‘Gill for the injury, at the direction of the commissioners, or else to 
remove the said John Young from his service: the said John Young, writer, to be 
warned to this effect against “ Tysday nixt.” 


28th Juty. David Flescheour being charged with “ keping personis in his buith 
quha ar not his actuall servandis, at the leist, with quhom he transactis for a pairt 
of his awin dewitie, contrare to the actis ;” the said David having denied the charge, 
the trial of the matter is remitted to George Mak, the procurator fiscal. 

“ The said day the bretherene ordanit George . . . to the haill writteris huithis 
and thair to tak . . . of all servandis in thair buithis and to produce thair hand- 
writtis under the subscriptioun of thair maisteris.” 

“The said day the bretherene ordanit that Johnne Young, wryter, suld caus 
Johnne Young, his servitour, acknawlege his offence and injurie done be him to 
Johnne M‘Gill, conforme to his complaint verifeit and provin; and to that effect to 
sett doun upoun his kneis in presens of the bretherene and crave pardoun thairfore ; 
or than that the said Johne Young suld remove his servand furth of his service, or 
ellis the bretherene declairit thai wald suspend the said Johnne Young him selff fra 
wryting to the signet, and ordanis this act to have effect betuix and this day aucht 
dayes, with the consent of the said Johnne Young.” 


1608. 


20th JANUARY. Patrick Small, writer, alleged to be at the horn, compeared 
and denied “that he wes onywyis at the horne according to his knawlege ;” and 
because there was no horning produced, the brethren were satisfied with the denial, 
until further probation. 

James Scot, writer, convened for the same cause, granted that “he wes only 
rebell at the instance of Mr. Johnne Dempster, and thairfore desyrit sum tyme of 
continuation to do for his releif.” The matter is superceded for eight days. 
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27th JANUARY. Robert Stewart, John Ainslie, Robert Newlands, David Hart, 
James Scot, Mr. Richard Kene, writers, being called before the commissioners that 
order might be taken with them anent their being at the horn, and having, after 
lawful warning, failed to compear, they are suspended until they produce lawful 
relaxation; and Adam Couper is ordained not to pass their bills, and no other 
writer to subscribe their letters. 

Hary Wilsoun, being called for keeping Mathow Cwming and Mr. William 
Yule as his servants, “and that in ane uther buith nor quhair he writis himself,” 
compears and denies the charge, and “declairis that gif he subseryve ony lettres 
writtin be ony uther persoun nor Williame Borthuik his servand and him selff 
without he mak intimatioun of his new servand to Mr. Johnne Layng, that he is 
content to be simpliciter depryvit.” The said Hary being “delaitit” that he kept 
no open buith “bot held his chalmer with an advocat,” and the fact being found so, 
he obliges himself “ betuix and witsonday nixt to procure ane oppin buith for him- 
selff, under the pane of deprivatioun.” 


lst FEBRUARY. The commissioners, with consent of the parties, ordain Richard 
Cas and Arthur Straytoun “to visite the wryting buithis of Johnne Gilmuir, 
Johnne Thomesoun, Robert Lawder, Robert Rawsoun, to sie gif thai keip thair 
buithis with advocatis and to report this day aucht dayes.” 


1609. 


8th NOVEMBER. “The quhilk day the haill bretherene, ordinar writeris to the 
signet, being convenit be directioun of my lord secretar and Mr. Johnne Layng, 
kepar of the signet, according to his lordship’s lettre and directioun as said is, his 
lordship’s missive lettre underwrittin, direct to the said Mr. Johnne Layng, with the 
injunctiounis and commandis eftir specifeit, ordaining the persones following to be 
his ordinar commissioneris for the saidis writteris, wer all red in presens of the saidis 
writteris, that nane suld pretend ignorance thairof, and ordanit to be registrat in the 
register of the actis of the saidis ordinar writeris for the better conservatioun thairof, 
lykeas the saidis quhais names are following, 
accepit the said commissioun upoun thame, off the quhilk missive and injunctiouns 
the tenour followis: My very loveing and assuired freind, the multitude of wryttaris 
to the signet haffing bred amonge thame selffis disordour, and thairwith occasioned 
the disdaine and contempt of that place whiche in former tymes wes in so muche 
credite, is a matter no les greivous unto me then to thame who feillis more sensiblye 
the smart of it. The too haistye desyre of many men to be maisteris, hes maid sume 
of thame servanttes, and no dowbt want of employment bringing with it povertie 
will produce sone such errouris to fall in thair handis as may muche disgrace the 
place. Bot as I do not intend to wrong any admitted, howsoever unfitt they haiff 
bene, being unwilling to condeme other menis actiouns, so the only course whiche I 
do heirefter resolve to keip, is in directing a stricter ordour to be observed in 
depryveing or suspending of any quho sall heirefter offend. I wald haiff yow thair- 
foir to convene the hole number, willing every ane of thame to tak ane copy from 
yow of theis ordinances heirwith sent, so that they do not pretend ignorance when 
the pane upoun thair fault is imposed. Yow sall ressaive the roll of theis com- 
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missioneris quhome I wische sould asiste yow, and lett not preposterous pitie 
heireftir (since thair is ane sufficient forwarning maid) move ather yow or thame to 
spair or mitigate the punishment imposed, that so quhome dewtie can not move, 
feare sall inforce, to walk warlie in thair calling. As for my pairt howevir, I do 
not intend to interdict my selff hollie, as unwilling to wrong the place I possesse, yit 
I howpe by prwife yow sall find me moir spairing then perhappis yow expect; and gif 
yow with the rest of the commissioneris, by punisching of faultis and sieing of the 
ordinances keipit, will thairby kythe your affectioun to restoir that place to credeitt, 
I will promeise not only to concurre with yow in that actioun, bot alsua to leive na 
thing undone that may retrinche the present supernumerare fellowschip, of quhome 
many, with doing thame selffis small guid, do both the place and theis of best’ worthe 
in that calling muche harme: Lett me thairfoir by the first goode occasioun be 
acquainted with your proceidingis heirin. And quhat furder is thocht expedient by 
yow and the commissioneris to be done and yeildit unto by me, if it be within 
compas of ressoun and without prejudice, sall neaver be refuised by me. And 
desyring yow heirwith to remember my hairtye commendatiouns to all of [the 
bretheren] I rest, sic subscribitur, Roistoun, xxvth October, your loveing and 
assured freind, Alexr. Hay. Followis the injunctiouns to be observed be the 
wryttaris to the signet in all tyme cuming under suche panes as ar contained in the 
samyn.” 

1. This injunction is in similar terms to rule No. 3 of the former set of in- 
junctions. 

2, This rule is the same as No. 4 of the former set. 

3. This is in similar terms to No. 5 of the former rules, with this additional 
clause, “and to that effect that every wrytteris name be writtin upoun the bak of 
the warrand quhich salbe writtin or subscryvit by him heirefter.” 

4. This rule is to the same effect as No. 8 of the former set. 

5. This is to the same effect as No. 10 of the former rules. 

6. This is in similar terms to No. 11 of the former rules. 

“7. Item that all billis and supplicatiouns to be gevin in by any wryttar to nt 
signet to the Lordis of Sessioun be subscryved by thame selffis and nawayes by thair 
servandis, nor na utheris, the tyme of the sessioun. And that nane of thame 
subscryve ather billis, lettres or preceptis wryttin by any uther wryttare, nottaris or 
advocatis.servandis or utheris quhatsumevir (except he be speciallie desyred thairto 
by ane ordinar wryttar and wrytt under his hand) under pain of 
deprivatioun.” 

“8, Item that nane of thame mak any billis or writtis of quhatsumevir qualitie 
or importance in prejudice of the secretaris office, under the pane forsaid.” 

“9, That they all obey the keipar of the signet in writting missives or otheris 
lettres which his majestie commandis to be wreittin under the pane of the payment 
of and to be suspendit frome writting till payment thairof.” 

“10. Item gif ony lettres beis found by the keiper of the signet raised, vitiat, 
blaiked, interlyned or anywayes unbeseiming, that the depute keipar ryife the lettres, 
and caus wrytt thame agane upoun the wryttaris expenss, and suspend him for 
thrie monethis who sall subscryve any suche and send them to the signet.” 

“11. Item the denunciatioun ofany wryttar to the horne for quhatsumevir caus to 

_infer suspensioun of him for thrie monethis: and if he continew rebell xl dayes 
unrelaxite then he to be uterlie depryved without any restoring.” 
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“12. Item that no wryttar alredy admitted to dimitt his place; and if the 
dimissioun be offered, albeit unaccepted, yit sall it frome thencefurth infer the de- 
privatioun of him quho intendit it, and mak the other who did thairupoun sute for 
admissiouu in all tyme thairefter uncapable for injoying of such a plaice.” 

“13. That all signatouris conteaning grantis of landis, or bukis which ar to be 
signed by his maiesties owin hand, heirefter salbe fair wreittin on parchment, with- 
out blotting or interlyning, and thair salbe a greatt void left abone for his majestie 
to signe, and a large space beneth the signatour, and at the corner or nuik of the 
parchement belowe, the writter of the signatour sall testifie that [it] is correct and 
hes bene examinit by him, and subscryve his name thairto, according to ane patrone 
which is heirwith sent and is to be heirefter followed, and the delyverie to any client 
any suche signatour otherwayes then is befoir prescryved, to be frome henceforthe 
for every suche fault the suspensioun of the writter, giver out thairof, for the space 
of thrie monethis.” 

“14. Item since the habite suld distinguische every one in his calling, all wrytteris 
to the signet ar heirefter, induring thair stay within Edinburgh, bothe in thair 
cuming abrode in the streittis and in thair wreittin boathe, [to] wear all the day long 
(except he walk or ryde abroade without the towne for recreatioun) a gowne in suche 
forme as salhe sett downe by the commissioneris wnder writtin. And that habite to 
be provydit within twentie dayes after it is appoynted. And suche as sall want it 
to be suspendit frome using thair functioun untill they be provydit.” 

“15. Item all admissions of writteris to the signet frome hensefurth salbe upoun 
recommendatioun by the two pairt of the commissioneris underwrittin, att leist, 
being conveaned togidder (so as thair consent be not gottin per emandicata suffragia) 
to the secritarye, of the pairtes sufficiencie quho desiris to be admitted. And 
quhosoevir sall suit warrant for his admissioun utherwayes then is befoir prescryved 
sall thairby be declared uncapable to injoy any suche place heirefter.” 

“16. Item that none do exceed the pryces conteined in the printed actis under 
the pane of suspensioun for every such offence for six monethis.” 

“17. Item if any writter being persewit or accused by another for contravening 
of the actis afoirsaid or any point thairof, and being guyltie of the same, and gif 
thairefter the persewar or accuser be anywayes minassit or injured be him ather 
be word or deid thairfore, the injurer or minasser being exactlie tryed by the 
commissioneris underwritten, sall for the first fault be suspendit from using his 
office untill at the commissioneris sight he haiff satisfeit the pairtie offendit, and 
for the secund fault be depryved simpliciter in tyme coming.” 

“18. Item that every ane of thame be commandit to tak a’ copye of thir 
present injunctiouns, so that they may not pretend ignorance of any point thairof.” 

“19. Item that the keipar of the signet and wholl wryttaris thairto, yearlie 
convene at tuo severall tymes in the yeir, viz.: in the monethis of Apryle and 
August, and att all suche other tymes as they salbe warnit by the ordinar officer, 
and thair the said keipar of the signet with suche as ar appointit commissioneris 
for that effect sall tak cognitioun and ordour with all complaintis to be presented 
before thame, according to equitie and reasoun. And if any (being lawfullie 
warnit) compeir not personallie the tyme and place appoynted (having no lawfull 
exuis), salbe unlawed in fyve pundis scottis money, and suspendit from all wrytting 
until the same be payit, which is to be convertit ad pios usus.” 

“ And for better taking ordour heirwith theis commissioneris underwrittin are 
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speciallie maid choise of to asist the said keipar of the signet in trying offences, 
imposing of punishementis, and seing the particular injunctiouns abovewrittin 
speciallie and preceislie keipit.” 

(Signed) JOHNE Ros. 


“The names of the commissioneris— 


Mr. WILLIAME SCOTT. THOMAS YOUNG. 
Mr. JOHNE Hay. GEORGE MAK. 

Mr. PATRIK BALLANTYNE. THOMAS M‘AWLA. 
ADAME LAWTIE. WILLIAM WYLIE. , 
WALTER HENDERSONE. ANTONYE QUHYTE, 


JAMES KYNNEIR. 
Sic subscribitur. 
WALTHAME, 29 Octobris 1609. 


ALEXR. Hay.” 


On 15th November 1609, David Wylie is convened before the said com- 
missioneris “in the hich tolbuith of Edr.” on the charge of subscribing bills, 
letters, etc., not written by himself or his servants, and not keeping “of ane oppin 
and distinct buith.” Having confessed to both faults, and craved time to provide 
himself with a buith, the commissioners “being advysit, dispensit with him anent 
biganes,” and suspended him from writing to the signet, “quhill he tak up ane 
oppin buith.” 

On the same day Archibald Millar being called for the same faults confessed, 
“and desyrit that all byganes suld be oversene,” promising to keep the acts in time 
coming. He is suspended on the same conditions as in the preceding case. 

Harie Wilsoun is simpliciter deprived for breaking the acts, “and specialic 
ane act maid be his awin consent of befoir, quhairby he oblist himself to keip ane 
oppin distinct buith be him selff, and na wyis to keip with him auld servandis.” 


22d NOVEMBER. The commissioners convene in the house of Mr. John Layng. 

David Moyses is cited for having in his company “ane Mr. James Strauchane, 
ane commoun agent and nawyis servand or prenteis to ane ordinar wryter of befoir, 
bot rather ane quha behavit him selff as ane maister, notourlie knawin to the 
bretherene, with thre uther servandis lykewyis knawin to the brether nather to be 
servandis to the said Mr. James Strauchane, nor to the said David: Alsua for 
productioun of the said Davidis awin admissioun nawyis knawin to the saidis 
commissioneris, specialie sen he had not exerceisit the ordinar wryting to the 
signet for the space of twentie yeiris of befoir notourlie knawin: The said David 
compeirit and declairit that he had na admissioun; bot that the keipar of the 
signet of a lang tyme had ressavit ane warrand for affixing of the signet to his 
letteris : and grantit the having of the saidis four servandis.” He is suspended until 
he obtain a new admission. 

Mr. Robert Bisset, cited for keeping with him one James Cunynghame, “quha 
besyde the said Mr. Robertis service wrait the register to Andro Couper, Mr. 
Williame Scotis servand,” compeared and confessed having the said James with him, 
and that he wrote the register in his buith, while he was not employed in his 
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service. Having “actit” himself not to employ the said James Cunynghame 
under the pain of deprivation, the case is concluded. 

Robert Newlands, cited for subscribing bills and letters not written by himself 
or his servants in his buith, and for not holding an open buith, confessed the same, 
but alleged that for letters so subscribed to one David Plumber he received pay- 
ment. The commissioners considering that the said Robert had “sua aft” broken 
the acts, deprive him simpliciter. 

Intimation is made to David Wylie of his suspension until he kecp open buith. 


27th NOVEMBER. Mr. John Layng presented to the commissioncrs the Lord 
Secretary’s letter, which was ordained to be registered thus :—“ Loving freind, I 
wrait to yow of befoir for Mr. Robert Williameson, now in fauouris of Johne Ros 
and Johne Nicoll. I will close my handis from all utheris except upoun deceis, and 
skairslie than. Of the date at Huntingtoun the xix of November 1609. Your 
loving and assurit freind Alexr. Hay.” 

“The brether thocht the wordis abonewrittin of my lordis missive onlie necessar 
to be insert.” 


1610. 


26th FEBRUARY. Sederunt,—Walter Hendersoun, Mr. Johne Layng, Adame 
Lawtie, James Kynneir, Williame Wylie, George Mak, Thomas M‘Awly, and 
Anthony Quhite. ‘ 

Adam Schore, accused of subscribing letters of one Mathow Cuming, and others, 
denied, and consented that if it should hereafter be verified, he should be deprived. 
His signature is appended. 

Robert Rawsoun, on a similar charge, having also denied, subscribes upon the 
same condition. 

Mr. Robert Williamson, being delated for contravention of the Acts, declared 
he was ever willing to keep them, and “actit” himself to do so, and to “caus his 
servand Gawin Blair gif ower his buith at Witsunday nixt.” 


5th Marcu. John M‘Gill being convened for keeping in his buith Cuthbert 
Miller, who was seeking admission as a writer to the signet, it is found to be 
contrary to the Acts, and the said John engages to put the said Cuthbert from him, 
and subscribes. 

David Moyses, cited for having in his buith other servants than he had “ gevin 
up” to the commissioners, declared that “he had na uther servandis for the present 
bot ane Johne Quhippo,” and “actit himself” to subscribe no letters but such 
as should be written by the said John “or sic uther servandis quhairof he suld 
adverteis the commissioneris” under pain of deprivation. 

John Gilmour, cited for “keping of ane buith conjunctlie with Mr. Robert 
Lermonthis chalmer,” of his own consent became bound before Whitsunday next 
to remove from the said “chalmer,” or that Mr. Robert Lermonth should remove 
from him, and that no other advocate should come in his place, “or than that the 
chalmer suld be devydit be dur and loke,” under pain of deprivation. 
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9th Marcu. The commissioners ordain that no ordinary writer to the signet 
in time of session be found within the burgh of Edinburgh “upon the gate” 
withent his gowne upon him, under pain of deprivation: and that no ordinary 
writer in time of session be found drinking in taverns, under the pain of five 
pounds toties quoties. 

“The quhilk day Abacuk Bisset being convenit as alleging him to be ane ordinar 
writer to the signet, and yit making his residence in Aberdene, the said Abacuk 
comperit and declairit that tuiching his residence in Aberdene he had ane dispen- 
satioun: and being demandit quhairfore he had na gowne according to the ordour, 
he said he had provydit nane.” The commissioners suspend him until he “report 
ane new testimoniall of my lord secretar.” 

“ The quhilk day the commissioneris ordanit the haill bretherene to gif support 
according to thair chirritie for help of the pure Italiane, Francis de Parisco.” 


12th Marcu. Walter Dick, cited for subscribing letters written by his son, 
admitted the charge, whereupon the commissioners “having consideratioun, dis- 
pensit for bygane subscryving,” and the said Walter acted himself to conform to 
the rules on that point. 

Robert Stewart is suspended for not compearing to answer to certain charges, 
and is warned to compear that day eight days under pain of deprivation. 


19th Marcu. The said Robert Stewart, compearing, is accused of ‘subscriving 
letters for agentis and servandis to men of law,” not written by himself and his 
own servants in his buith, and for subscribing precepts upon signatures not written 
by himself, etc. He denies the charges, and promises to observe the acts in time 
coming. 


14th May. Sederunt, Mr. Johne Layng, Adame Lawtie, Thomas Young, William 
Wylie, James Kynneir, Thomas M‘Awlay. 

The commissioners ordain “that act maid that na writter suld write lettres to 
the hurt or prejudice of my lord secretar, his office, or depute kepar of the signet, 
to be exponit and understude as followis :—To wit that it sall not be lesum to ony 
wryter to the signet to contene in ane lettre ony ma commissioneris preceptis nor 
ane, or ony decretis gevin be the lordis, shireffis, bailleis of regaliteis, bailleis of 
burghs, contractis or obligatiounis, bot ane in every lettre, according as thair is 
severall decretis, preceptis, contractis, or obligatiounis: Quhairby the kepar of the 
signet be not prejugit in the dewitie of the signet, nor the writer in his dewitie of 
every lettre.” 


Ar EDINBURGH, 31st JULY. The Lord Secretary ratifies and approves the com- 
mission aforesaid, and the whole acts of the commissioners. The minute is signed 
“ Alexr. Hay.” 


3d NOVEMBER. Sederunt, the -commissioners, Mr. John Layng, William Wylie, 
James Kynneir, Mr. Patrick Bannatyne, George Mak, Anthone Quhite, Thomas 
M‘Awlay. 

George Mak is appointed “to pas throw the bretherene’s buithis and tak tryall 
quhat enormities and contraventionis ar committit agane the actis,” and to report 
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monthly to Mr. John Layng and the brethren, under the pain of forty shillings 
each month. 

31st Juty. “Sederunt, my lord secretar, Maister Johne Layng, Maister Johne 
Hay, Adame Lawtie, Thomas Young, Mr. Patrik Bannatyne, Williame Wylie, George 
Mak, James Kynneir, Thomas M‘Awlay, Anthone Quhite. 

“The quhilk day my lord seeretar and the commissioneris foirsaidis being 
convenit, upoun gude considerations moving, his lordship and the saidis commis- 
sioneris statutis and ordanis that in time eoming all personis, writteris to the signet, 
quhen thai salhappin to ressave ony personis, prenteissis to thame, sall at the ressait 
of the saidis prenteissis, mak ane indentur betuixt thame, quhairby the saidis 
prenteissis salbe bund to serve thair maisteris for the space of sevin yeiris efter the 
making of the said indentur; and that the saidis wryteris, the tyme of the ressait of 
thair saidis prenteissis and making of the saidis indenturis, present the same to the 
commissioneris, that ane recorde and note may be maid in the register buik of the 
actis of the saidis ordinar wryteris, of the names of the saidis prenteissis and time 
of thair indenturis, that thairby the commissioneris may understand that the saidis 
prenteissis sall serve the haill yeiris of thair indenturis before thai sall sute benefite 
of ane ordinar writer to the signet. And that in caice of deeeis of their maisteris 
in the menetyme, the saidis prenteissis be the advyse of the saidis commissioneris 
may be directit to serve uther ordinar writteris during the said space of sevin yeiris, 
utherwyis the saidis prenteissis to be uncapable of the benefite to the wryting to the 
signet, and thair maisteris ressavaris of thame to be simpliciter depryvit. And ordanis 
Thomas M‘Aulay, clerk to the saidis commissioneris, to ressave the saidis indenturis 
and note thairof.” 

“The said day the said lord aeh and the saidis commissioneris ordanit 
and appointit Richard Cas and Johne Eistoun to be of the nowmer of the commis- 
sioneris.” 

William Speir, cited for contravening the acts, confessed, and “ actit” himself 
to observe the same hereafter under pain of deprivation. 

William Wylie is ordained “to subscryve na letters to Maister James Strath- 
auchane, nor na utheris that ar knawin to be his prenteissis or servandis, and to 
remove fra him the said Mr. James and have na thing to de with him.” 


16th NOVEMBER. The said day John Cas and James Stratoun are referred to 
the commissioners for trial of their qualifications, “in respect of my lord secretaris 
presentatioun and Johnne Wardlawis place vakand.” 

The complaint of David Wylie for his restitution is referred to a larger 
meeting. 


3d DECEMBER. “Sederunt, Mr. Johne Layng, Mr. Johne Hay, Adame Lavtie,. 
Riehard Cas, Mr. Patrick Baunatyne, George Mak, Thomas Young, Johne Eistoun, 
James Kynneir, Williame Wylie, Anthone Quhite, Thomas M‘Awlay.” (No business 
recorded.) 


22d DECEMBER. The same sederunt, except Adam Lawtie, James Kynncir, and 
Wiliam Wylie. 
John Eistoun and Anthone Quhite report anent the qualifications of John Cas 
21 
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.and James Stratoun, that they considered they might be admitted as writers to the 
signet. The commissioners thereupon admit the said persons, who swear to observe 
the acts. They also subscribe. 

David Wylic is reponed on condition that he keep the acts “and write na 
lettres in tyme cuming bot with his awin hand, utherwayis to be simpliciter 
depryvit.” He subscribes. 


1611. 


l4th JANUARY. Patrick Small being at the horn at the instance of Mr. John 
Adamson, is suspended until he be relaxed. 


26th JANUARY. Compeared Robert Rawsoun, writer, and according to the act 
anent booking apprentices “producit Johne Hammiltoun, sone to Gawin Hammil- 
toun, indwellar in Edinburgh, his prenteis,’ together with the indenture made 
between them, and desired that a note and record be made thereof, which the 
commissioners ordained to be done, and the note is entered bearing that the 
indenture was made. at Edinburgh on Ist January 1611, and witnessed by Patrick 
Hamiltoun, notary, and Patrick Hamilton, locksmith, burgess of Edinburgh. 

Compeared also Robert Kirkwod, and produced James Lowrie, son lawful to the 
deceased Alexander Lowrie, burgess of Perth, as his apprentice, with his indenture, 
of which a note is made as above. The indenture is dated at Edinburgh, 22d 
November 1610, and consenting thereto are Barbara Blair, mother of the said James 
Lowrie, Mr. James Oliphant, apparent of Newtoun, and William Blair of Tarsappie, 
as cautioners ; the engagement being for three years, and the “ prenteis fie” £100. 
The witnesses are Alexander Lowrie, brother to said James, and John Mudie, 
servant. 


12th Marcu. “Delyverit to Johne M‘Gill be directioun of the commissioneris, 
aucht pundis.” 


24th Marcu. Sederunt, Mr. Johne Layng, James Kynneir, Mr. William Scot, 
Jehnne Eistoun, Mr. Johne Hay, David Wylie, Richard Cas, George Mak, Thomas 
M‘Awlay. 

Supplications given in by David Logane and Thomas Coutis for admission to 
the signet, with their presentations subscribed by the secretary, are continued to the 
next meeting. 


16th May. Sederunt, Mr. John Layng, Richard Cas, Thomas Young, Mr. James 
Skene, John Eistoun, Mr. Patrik Bannatyne, William Wylie, George Mak, Thomas 
M‘Awlay. 

Intimation is given to all the writers present that no bills are to be given to 
any macer, “bot onlie to Mr. James Skenes chalmer, quhilk salbe patent quhill ten 
houris befeir none every day.” 

George Mak, their procurator-fiscal, is ordained “to pas throuch the haill 
ordinar writeris buithis and mak intimatioun to thame that thai present all thair 
prenteissis gif ony be ressavit be thame sen Martinmes last,” and also “to caus 
every ordinar writer write his awin name and mark it with his signe, according as 
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he intendis to subseryve his billis to be gevin in befoir the lordis, and to delyver 
the saidis names and signes to Mr. James Skene, that he may keip the same for 
the better knawlege of the saidis ordinar wryteris names and subscriptiouns, as alsua 
to try gif thair be ony ma ordinar wryteris in ane buith nor ane, and quhat wryteris 
subseryve agentis billis and lettres not writtin be thameselffis and thair awin 
servandis,” and any other “enormiteis,” and to report his diligence. 


27th May. Sederunt, Mr. John Layng, Mr. Johu Hay, Richard Cas, Thomas 
Young, John Histoun, George Mak, Thomas M‘Awlay, William Wylie, Anthone 
Quhyte. 

Thomas Coutis is ordained “to be tryit of his qualificatioun this day aucht 
dayes, in presens of the haill commissioneris, conforme to the actis.” 

Thomas Young, master to the said Thomas Coutis, because he had not his 
indonture to produce, affirmed “upoun his conscience” that there was an indenture. 

Absentees are ordained to be “‘unlawit.” 


3d JUNE. Sederunt, Mr. John Layng, Mr. John Hay, Adam Lawtie, Thomas 
Young, Richard Cas, Mr. Patrik Bannatyne, James Kynneir, George Mak, John 
Eistoun, Thomas M‘Awlay, Anthone Quhite, William Wylie. 

William Wylie is suspended until “he tak ane uther buith for his wryting 
nor he is presentlie into, and procure ane prenteis to be buikit in presens of the 
commissioneris.” 

Mr. Robert Bisset, for writing letters “informalie” is fined £3 for one fault. 

All writers who were at any time agents, since the act for discharging agenta, 
to be censured and “ put to pecuniall unlawis.” 


ist JULY. Sederunt as in previons minute, excepting William Wylie and 
Anthone Quhite. ‘ 

Adam Lawtie, Richard Cas, and James Kynneir, having been appointed to try 
Thomas Oouttis’ qualification, report in his favour, and he is accordingly admitted 
in the usual manner. 

Commission by Sir Thomas Hamiltoun of the Byres, in favour of Adam Lawtie, 
James Kynneir, Richard Cas, Thomas M‘Awlay, and James Wynrahame, or any 
three of them conjunctly, in similar terms to those previously recorded. Subscribed 
at Edinburgh, 27th November 1612.: 


161 2. 


7th DECEMBER. It is minuted that the writers undersubscribing, having heard 
the acts read, gave their oaths to observe them: also, that the “haill ordinar 
wryteris to the signet,” having convened within “the hich tolbuith of Edinburgh,” 
the commission aforesaid was read, and intimation made to them “of my lordis 
resolute mynd” for keeping the acts. The subscribers are “Johne Ross, Johnne 
Nicoll, Tho. Couttis, W. Stark, A. Hay, Richard Guthrie, Jo. Peter, D. Logane.” 

It is ordained that on the back of all Ictters and precepts, the writer thereof 
“write upoun the bak of the saidis letteris and preceptis thir wordis, writtin be me 
sérvand to and that the wrytcr put his name thairto, under pain of 
deprivatioun.” 
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16138. 


9th January. Johu Balfour having been duly cited for not keeping open 
buith and making paction with agents, does not compear, and is suspended until he 
obey the summons. 

Abacuk Bisset having given in a supplication bearing that he was suspended 
by the commissioners from writing, and desiring to be reponed so as to “use the 
said office alsweill within the burgh of Edinburgh as furth thairof, notwithstanding 
the actis maid in the contrair,” the commissioneris “being advysit” suspend the 
said Abacuk “as of befoir, quhill he keip oppin buith.” 


16th JANUARY. Sederunt, Adam Lawtie, Richard Cas, James Winrahame, James 
Kynneir, Thomas M‘Cawlay. 

Mr. John Paip, Robert Rawsoun, and Johne Ros, being “ convenit ” before the 
commissioners “for using of thame selffis as commoun agentis in soliciting of the 
lordis, informing of advocatis, and passing of signatouris and infeftmentis throw the 
seallis,” confess the fault, and are dispensed with “for byganes,” and act them- 
selves to keep the rules. 

Thomas Crambie, Henry Oliphant, and David Logane “convened” for the like 
offence, are admonished, and become bound in like manner. 

James Ramsay having craved to be “buikit” as servant to Robert Rawsoun, 
the commissioners find that “he culd nawyis serve the said Robert conforme to thair 
actis,” and the said Robert Rawsoun is ordained to “separate him selff fra the said 
James.” : 

13th FEBRUARY. Johu Thomsone and William Speir, writers, having been 

warned to compear that order might be taken “anent thair removing furth of this 
burgh in sa far as concernis thair wryting to the signet,” they failed to compear; 
whereupon “the depute kepar of the signet” is ordained not to affix the signet 
to any letters or precepts to be subscribed by them, or written by their servants, 
until they compear. 
_ “The said day my lord secretar and his commissioneris, understanding’ that 
sindrie of the craftis of the burgh of Edinburgh ar burdening sum of the wryteris 
to the signet to becum thair clerkis, and to keip thair assembleis and meitingis 
contrare to equitie and ressoun, and to the reputatioun of the saidis wryteris, quhais 
calling hes evir bene repute mair honourabill nor thairwith to becum clerkis to sic 
inferior callingis. Thairfore the said lord secretar, and his saidis commissioneris, 
statutis and ordanis that it sall nawyis be lesum to ony wryter to the signet to tak 
upoun him, in ony tyme cuming, to becum clerk to ony of the saidis craftis or trades 
of the said burgh, bot to attend and serve our soverane lordis lieges in the said 
vocatioun of wryting to the signet, quhairby the samin be not disgracit with the 
saidis base and unworthie clerkshipis, under the pane of deprivatioun. And gif ony 
wryter hes already takin upoun him the clerkschip to ony craft, that fra this furth 
he decist and ceis thairfra, under the pane foirsaid.” 


30th Juty. Anent the complaint given in before the commissioners by John 
Millar in Claypottis, with concurrence of Mr. James Stewart, commissary of Dunkeld, 
against George Nasmyth, “servitor to Robert Kirkwod, wryter,” to the effect that 
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the complainer having obtained decreet before the Lords of Session against James 
Nasmyth of Invar, father to the said George, for payment of certain sums, and having 
put the said James to the horn for nonpayment, and thereafter intending to apprise 
his lands, conform to the order, intimation having been duly made by Thomas Maknab, 
messenger, that the apprising should take place in the Tolbuith of Perth, at a certain 
day, the officer, on his way thereto was stayed, and the apprising frustrated “upoun 
the occasioun of an allegit suspensioun contening discharge of the said apprising 
allegit to have been purchest be the said James Nasmyth . . . quhairof ane pretendit 
copie wes gevin to the said officer, quhilk wes writtin be the said George of purpois 
to frustrat the said apprysing.” The commissioners, after hearing the depositions 
of witnesses and the said George’s own confession of having written the said copy, 
find that he “did wrang in the wryting of the said copie, thair being no principall 
lettre for the warrand thereof, and thairfore, and that utheris servandis to wryteris 
may eschew the doing of the like in tyme cuming, the saidis commissioneris, all in 
ane voce, ordanis the said George to be removit fra his said maisteris service,” until 
by his supplication to the lord secretary and his commissioners he should seek to be 
reponed. 


1616. 


3d DECEMBER., ‘The haill brether wryteris to the signet” being convened by 
James Winrahame, keeper of the signet, by direction of the lord secretary, it was 
intimated that the burgh of Couper had given in a supplication before the lords, 
desiring their help, with that of the whole members of the College of Justice, “for 
reparatioun of thair buildingis and guidis, laitlie brunt and distroyit be fyre,” and 
that the lords had granted the supplication: the brethren were therefore desired 
to declare what they would do in the matter: “The haill brether all in ane voce 
grantit to gif them supplie as thai suld be movit thairto of thair awin willis,” and 
James Kynneir and another of their number are ordained to collect the supply. 


3d DECEMBER. “Andro Hammiltoun having gevin in his supplicatioun to the 
said brether for sum helpe and supplie to his grite necessitie, and as he that sumtyme 
had servit sum of the brether: And the said supplicatioun being red and considerit, 
the haill brether votit to gif the said Andro sum supplie out of certane money that 
wes in ane box of tymmer of thairs in the handis of Thomas M‘Awlay thair 
clerk: and thairfore desyrit to gif the said Andro out of the said money for his 
helpe Twentie pundis, upoun conditioun that he suld not trubill thame with ony 
forder sute in tyme cuming.” 

. The receipt follows, signed by the said Andro, under date 5 December 1616. 

At the same time the brethren appoint the said Thomas (their clerk), to give £6 

to James Brysoun, keeper of the high tolbuith “quherin the said brether convenit.” 


1618. 


29th JUNE. The commissioners and “haill wryteris to the signet” being 
convened in the “hich tolbuith,” and having considered their acts and ordinances, 
and especially the act anent subscribing letters to agents or others which are not 
written by the said writers or their own servants in their own buiths, they find the 
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said acts “weill set doun and necessar to be observit,” and therefore of new ratify 
and approve the same: and further, they ordain James Winrahame, keeper of the 
signet, to keep such letters when they come. into his hands, until he exhibit them 
before the commissioners, that order may be taken Bhayeahatity 


“Ar EDR. the viii. of August. “The quhilk ae the commissioneris under- 
writtin having convenit in the wryting chalmer of Adame Lawtie, ane of the saidis 
commissioneris, according to my lord secretaris directioun, for consideratioun of ane 
act maid be the lordis of Counsall and Sessioun anent the forming and making of 
signaturis, and marking thame on the bak with the signe and subscriptioun manuall 
of the wrytar, former thairof, and for intimatioun of the said act to the haill wrytaris, 
conforme to the tennour thairof: And the saidis commissioneris having red and 
considerit the said act, thay ordanit the samin to be intimat to the haill brether, of 
the quhilk act the tennor followis”—(not entered). 

Mr. Adam Hall gave in supplication for some help in his “grite necessitie,” “and 
as he that sumtyme had bene ane advocat and sua ane brother,’ the commissioners 
agreed to give him £20, “as the rest of sum money in ane tymmer box in the handis 
of Thomas M‘Awly thair clerk, upoun conditioun that the said Mr. Adam suld not 
trubill thame with ony sic sute in tyme cuming.” 

Receipt follows, of same date. 

Receipt is recorded from James Menteith, servitor to Thomas, lord Bynning, to 
Thomas M‘Awlay and David Anderson, writers, for the sum of “sevin scor vj" xvij* 
iii?’ as the contribution of the writers to the signet “to the supplie of the brig of 
Crawmond” to be delivered to the “Mr. of wark.” Subscribed at Edinburgh, 21 
Angust 1618. The witnesses are, Thomas Ellis, servitor to the master of work, 
Thomes Anderson, servitor to Temes Winrahame, writer, and Francis Kennedy, 
servitor to the said Thomas. 


1626. 


Ist DECEMBER. Compeared John Balfour, writer, and produced Robert Nicholl, 
his servant, to be “ buikit,” declaring he had “na man servandis bot the said Robert. 
Nicholl, and ane Adame Nisbitt,” and that he should subscribe no letters writtin by 
any other person under pain of deprivation. (Signed) Johne Balfour. 

(Note) “The saxt of Februar 1628, Johne declaris he has na servandis bot 
Adame Nisbet and Richie Home.” 


Commission by Thomas, Earl of Melrose, secretary. The names of the commis- 
sioners are not entered, and the document is otherwise incomplete. 


1627. 


12th DecemBER. William Neilsoun, lately servitor to Thomas Counts, writer, is 
admitted, and subscribes the acts. 


14th DECEMBER. Admission of Richard Guthrie, lately servitor to Mr. John 
Scharpe of Houstoun, advocate. 
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AT THE TOLBUITH OF EDINBURGH, 28th DECEMBER. The writers to His 
Majesty’s Signet being convened with Sir Archibald Achesone of Clancarny, knight, 
secretary to his majesty, it was agreed that a commission should be granted by 
him to a selected number of the said writers, for reforming of abuses, and establish- 
ing of good order in time to come. 

The commissioners condescended on are, Adam Lawtie, Richard Cas, Jms 
Wynrame, Thomas M‘Cawlay, David Andersone, Mr. Francis Hay, Robert Pringill, 
James Stratoun, Robert Kirkwode, John Gilmore. 

< The keepers of the signet are Robert Alschinder, Mr. James Law. 

_ It was concluded that ‘all the wrytters to the signet should heireftir keip four 
general] qnarterlie meetings in every yeir, in the tolbuith of Edinburgh, upon the 
first Monday of every quarter in the foirnoone, and the first generall meiting to be 
upon the first Monday of Februar nixtocum, 1628, and so furth,” to assist in the 
reformation of abnses, ete. 

The said quarterly meetings to be without warning; writers absent without 
lawful excuse, to be fined 5 merks, and commissioners 10 merks. 

The commissioners are empowered to call particular mectings, and to meet 
oftener and when they please, and to call before them any party, who, being cited 
by the officer and not compearing, shall be suspended for his contumacy, and fined 
5 merks for his absence. Robert Alschinder is appointed convener, and Thomas 
Makcawlay “ confirmed to be still keiper of the register of the said wrytteris.” 

Hugh Rosse is elected procurator-fiscal, and Robert M‘Oven confirmed as officer. 

Tt is agreed also to have a box for the fines and unlaws, with two keys, one to be 
held by the keeper of the register, the other by Robert Alschinder, keeper of the signet. 

It is agreed that all the writers shall before next gencral meeting produce their 
gifts to the keepers of the signet to be “taken notice of” by them, so that they 
may signet their precepts withont hesitation. 

It is statute and agreed upon that all the writers to the signet shall give up the 
names of their servants and apprentices, and the time during which they have 
served them, aud how long their apprenticeship lasts, to be registered by the said 
Thomas M‘Cawlay. 

Also, that “na prenteis be admitted heireftir, without bringing with him a com- 
petent stand of musterable armes, to lye to his use in the commone storehous or 
magasin of the said wrytteris, thair to be left for evir efter the death or deprivatioun 
of the said prenteise, or eftir his preferment to ony uther calling, or relinqnishing 
of his profession and calling as a prenteis, servand, or wrytter to the signet.” 

Also, that the writers to the signet give present warning to all their new 
servants and prentices to provide themselves every man with a sufficient stand of 
musterable arms, before the next general meeting on the first Monday of February 
1628: and that they be ready to be trained to the use thercof, as is directed by 
His Majesty, or as shall be prescribed by the writers at their next session. 

Further, that the keepers of the signet shall carefully observe “ the informaliteis, 
erroris, and blottingis in preceptis and letteris,’ and represent the same to the 
secretary and commissioners, that they “ may be reformed and punished.” 

_Also, that the statute formerly made for writing of signatnres upon parchment, 
shall, after the next general meeting, be duly observed and put to execution, “becaus 
signatures ar the ground wark of all the leiges infeftmentis, and most necessar to 
be weill keipt and maid furth euming to be produced in improbatiouns.” 
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“Item, becaus it hath been demonstrated, that ather thair hath been, or may be, 
abuseis committed in eutting of lettres and inserting bandis or decreittes thairin 
after the signeting thairof, thairfore it is statute that every band heireftir have the 
awin lettres : and quhair delyverances of billis ar made beiring thir wordis (conforme 
to the band), the wrytteris to send the said band or decreit to the signet to be 
eollationed with the warrand and lettres; and ar to injoyne thair servantis and 
prentises to behave thame selffis orderlie and decentlie at the said signet, without 
giving injurious wordis or other distastable behaviour.” 

Also, that these presents be registered in the writers’ register, and there sub- 
seribed by the whole of the writers, The signatures follow, to the number of sixty- 
nine, 

The commission above referred to is here registered. It is dated at Edinburgh, 
4th January 1628. 


1628. 


24th Marcu. David Crichtoun, writer, having confessed to the charge of writing 
the extracts of registered obligations, and thereafter writing letters thereupon, enacts 
himself not to do so again, under pain of deprivation. 


23d June. Mr. James Farquharsoun, writer, desired that his prentice John 
Tais, son to William Tais in Glengairne, should be “buikit” as his prentice, bound 
for three years: and to that effect “ producit ane angell.” 


“In Robert Alexanderis chalmer, wryter in Edinburgh, and ane of the keiparis 

of the signet.” 

The commissioners ratify the act “anent raising of lettres severallie upoun ilk 
severall decrete, precept, registrat qbligatioun and uther severall warrandis,” and 
that every contravention shall ineur a fine of five merks. 

Also, they ratify the act for the booking of indentures of the writers’ prentices, 
and ordain Robert M‘Quwne, their officer, to intimate the same: and that the said 
indentures be produced to Thomas M‘Awlay, clerk to the commissioners, and for 
every indenture to pay ten merks, viz., five to the box, and five to the said Thomas, 
for his services. 


30th JUNE. “Johne Peters unlaw of xx merkis wes debursit for making of the 
box. George Haliburtoun, Robert Wallace, and David Crichtoun thair unlaws, 
extending to nyne pundis xvjë wes this day, in presens of the commissioneris, put 
in the box, and the tua keyis, ane left withe the keparis of the signet, and the uther 
delyverit to Thomas M‘Cawlay.” 


30th JUNE. John Baird, writer in Edinburgh, produced two indentures of his 
apprentices to be booked, and gave an angel to the box. The first indenture is for 
James Forrest, youngest son of Mr. Patrick Forrest of Archerfield, advocate, as 
apprentice to the said John Baird: dated at Edinburgh, 31st March 1628. 
Witnesses, Zerrard Birkheid of Holmesyde, Mr. Alexander Forbes, and Thomas 
Brokie, servitors to the said John Baird. The second indenture is for James 
Irving, second son of John Irving of Ardtamfurde, with consent of Mr. William 
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Davidson of Orde, as “burden taker” for him, to be apprentice to the said John 
Baird, for three years: dated at Edinburgh, 17th June 1628. 
Ten merks are paid to the box for these two indentures, on 7th July 1628. 
James Kirkwode, lately servitor to Robert Kirkwode, writer to the signet, is 
admitted, after duo trial, to the office of writer to the signet, in room of the late 
James Scott. 


wth JuLY. The aforesaid James Kirkwode enacted himself to keep the acts, and 
gave in £12 to the box. 

James Anderson, lawful son to James Andersoun in the Grange of Allway, is 
booked as apprentice to George Watson, writer, for three years: John Henderson, 
writer in Edinburgh, becomes bound for him. The indenture is of date 1st January 
1628. The witnesses are Christopher Russell, baxter, burgess of Stirling, George 
Pacok, servitor to the said George Watson, and Andrew Mansioun, writer in 
Edinburgh. Paid into the box, £3, 6s, 8d. 


14th JULY. John Kennwie, son to Mr. Peter Kennwie of Ettilstoun, is booked 
apprentice to Robert Kirkwode, writer, for four years. The date of the indenture 
is 4th March 1628. £3, 4s. paid into the box. 

Richard Guthrie, lately admitted writer to the signet, paid in “the ordinare 
money ” (£12) to the box. 

Alexander Blair, lately servitor to the deceased Mr. Robert Winrahame, writer, 
is, after due trial, admitted as an ordinary writer to the signet, in the room of the 
said Mr. Robert. He pays £12 to the box, and subscribes the minute. 


23d JULY. Admission of John Smith, sometime prentice to the deceased 
George Mak, writer, after due trial, to be a writer to the signet. [On the margin 
he is said to be admitted in the place of Robert Gairdner. ] 

John Masoun, son to Robert Masoun, merchant, burgess of Edinburgh, and now 
prentice to Thomas Edzar, writer to the signet, produced his indenture, of date 
25th February last, in order that he might be booked “as prenteis and servand ” to 
the said Thomas Edzar, for three years. Paid to the box, £3, 6s. 8d. 


18th DECEMBER. Mr. Henrie Charteris, son of the deceased Mr. Henrie Charteris, 
Professor of Divinity, in King James’ College, and prentice and servant to James 
Stratoun, writer to the signet, produced his indenture, dated 24th June 1628, to 
which his father was party, to be booked. His term is three years, Paid to the 
box, £3, 6s. 8d. 


24th DECEMBER. Cuthbert Miller, writer, produced the indenture between him 
and Alexander Nicholson, youngest son of the late Mr. William Nicholson, Sheriff- 
clerk of Clackmannan, to which Margaret Hutson, relict of the said Mr. William 
Nicholson, is a party, of date at Alloway and Edinburgh, the 18th and 23d days 
of August 1628, for booking the said Alexander as prentice and servant to the said 
Cuthbert Miller, for three years. Paid to the box, £3, 6s. 8d. 


29th DECEMBER. Indenture of Alexander Smith, son of the late Thomas Smith, 
merchant, burgess of Edinburgh, with consent of Elizabeth Ker, his mother, and of 
2K 
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John Smith, merchant, burgess of Edinburgh, his brother-german, as prentice to 
John Smith, writer, for three years from Martinmas 1628: the indenture is dated 
27th February 1628. Duty £3, 6s. 8d. 


1629, 


lst January. John Pitcairns, on behalf of William Blak, son of the late James 
Blak, skipper, burgess of Anstruther, produced indenture of the said William, as 
prentice and servant to John Ker, writer, of date at Edinburgh, 11th November 1628. 
Consenting thereto are Margaret Barckley, mother of the said William, Andrew 
Ainslie, merchant, burgess of Edinburgh, and Alexander Blak, skipper, burgess of 
Anstruther: the term is four years. Paid to tho box, £3, 6s. 8d. 


2d FEBRUARY. Andrew Scott, chirurgeon, burgess of Edinburgh, produced 
indenture of his son Robert Scott, as prentice to Hary Veache, writer to the signet, 
for five years from the date of indenture, viz, 3d December 1628. Paid to the box, 
£3, 6s. 8d. q 


MEMORANDUM OF UNLAWS PUT INTO THE Box. 


30th June 1628, for the unlaws of George Haliburtonn, Robert Wallace, and 
David Crichtoun, for contravention of the acts, £9, 16s. 


29th December, unlaws from “sindrie personis,” £12, 11s. 


Produced by David Anderson, to be put into the box, delivered to him by 
Mr. Alexander Hay, at command of the lords, 10 merks. 


Produced by Robert Alexander, for an unlaw taken from Cuthbert Miller, two 
dollars. 


Unlaws put into the box on- Monday the 9th of February 1629, in presence of 
the commissioners, £4, 14s. . 


23d FEBRUARY. “The quhilk day the commissioneris ratifeis the act maid 
anent admission of prenteissis and servandis that hes servit sevin yeiris prenteis 
-or servand at leist, with this additioun that the saidis prenteissis having servit 
sevin yeiris at leist, yit sall not be admittit to be ane ordinar wryter to the signet, 
unles thai be past the age of twentie fyve yeiris.” 


3d Marcu. Admission as writer to tho signet, of James Campbell, sometime 
servant and prentice to the late William Cunynghame, writer to the signet. Paid 
to the box, £12. [On the margin it is said “in the rowme and place of Alexander 
Sempill.”] 


6th APRIL. John Peter, writer, produced indenture of Mr. James Hamilton, 
son of Claude Hamiltoun of Mauchlingholl, to be booked as his prentice and 
servant for three years from the date of indenture, at Edinburgh, 9th March 1629. 
Gave in to the box, £3, 6s, 8d. 
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15th May. Admission as writer to the signet, of Arthur Stratoun, lately 
servitor to James Stratoun, writer. Paid to the box, £12. [On the margin “in 
place of Robert Nicholsoun.”] 


19th May. Mr. John Andersoun, son of David Andersoun, one of the ordinary 
. clerks to the signet, is admitted as a writer to the signet, and clerk thereto, in 
place of John Balfoure. Put into the box, £12. 


27th May. Adam Watt, sometime servitor to David Anderson, writer, is 
admitted an ordinary writer and clerk to the signet. Gave in to the box, £12. 
[On the margin “in the place of umquhile Mairtine Newall.”] 


9th June. Gavin Blair, lately servitor to Sir William Scott of Elie, knight, 
and sometime prentice and servant to the late Arthur Hamiltoun, writer, admitted 
as an ordinary writer and clerk to the signet, in place of the said Arthur Hamiltoun. 
He engages to pay £12, etc. 


20th JuLy. The indenture of James Crawfurde, prentice to James Campbell, 
one of the clerks to the signet, and second son of Patrick Crawfurde of Auchnames, 
is produced for booking. The term is five years from the date of indenture, 24th 
March 1629. Paid £3, 6s. 8d. 


Indenture of Thomas Forbes, third son of William Forbes of Barns, as prentico 
and servant to Quintin Kennedy, one of the ordinary clerks to the signet, for three 
years from date of indenture, at Aberdeen, 3d June 1629, booked. Paid £3, 6s. 8d. 


3d Aucust. Indenture of John Rankene, son of John Rankene, merchant, 
burgess of Edinburgh, as prentice and servant to Robert Wallace, writer to the signet, 
for three years from date, at Edinburgh, 2d July 1629: booked. Paid £3, 6s. 8d. 


12th OCTOBER. Indenture of Andrew Bonar, son of John Bonar of Lumquhat, 
as prentice to Danyell Melvile, writer, for four years from date, at Edinburgh, 
26th September 1629. Paid £3, 6s. 8d. 


19th October. Alexander Hay declared that he had entered in service with 
Robert Wallace, writer, on 16th June last, and desired a record to be made thereof. 
Paid £3, 6s. 8d. 


23d NOVEMBER. Indenture of George Stobo, son of Archibald Stobo in 
Dunglass, as prentice and servant to Mr. James Farquharson, writer to the signet, 
for four years from date, at Edinburgh, 18th June 1629. Paid £3, 6s. 8d. 


24th NOVEMBER. James Kirkwode desired that Robert Dumbar, who came to 
his service twenty days before, should be booked as his servant. Paid £3, 6s. 8d. 


14th DECEMBER. Indenture of George Diksoun, son of the late John Diksoun, 
writer in Edinburgh, as apprentice to Richard Guthrie, writer, for four years from 
the date of indenture, 19th November 1629. As consenters and cautioners, Mr. 
William Scott, Doctor of Physic, Mr. David Heriot, and George Scott, merchant, 
cousins-german to the said George Diksoun, are mentioned. 
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28th DECEMBER. Admission of Mr. James Law, one of the keepers of the signet, 
to be an ordinary writer and clerk thereto, in place of Adam Lawtie. Gave £12. 


1630. 


4th JANUARY. Admission of Archibald Gibsoun, sometime prentice to the late 
William Cunynghame, writer, in room and place of the deceased Robert Rawsoun, 
writer. Gave £12. ; 

lith JANUARY. Indenture of Mr. John Drummond, son of Patrick Drummond 
of Lemoch, as prentice to John Mudie, writer, for three years from date, at Edin- 
burgh, 5th December 1629. Paid £3, 6s. 8d. 


25th JANUARY. Indenture of William Scott, eldest son of Mr. Robert Scott 
of Balmonth, as prentice to Arthur Stratoun, younger, writer, for three years from 
date, at Edinburgh, 17th July 1629. Paid £3, 6s. 8d. 


26th JANUARY. Indenture of Harie Dow, son to William Dow of Wester Row, 
as prentice and servitor to James Wilsoun, writer to the signet, for five years from 
Martinmas last. The indenture is dated at Edinburgh, 5th August 1629. Harie 
Dow of Arnhall is cautioner. 


lst FEBRUARY. Admission of Mr. James Murray, sometime prentice and 
servitor to the late Robert Alexander, writer, in room of the latter. Gave £12. 


8th FEBRUARY. Indenture of Daniel Ker, brother-german to Hew Ker of 
Kersland, as prentice to Andrew Nemo, writer, for four years from date, at Edin- 
burgh, 7th November 1629. The said Hew Ker, and David Dumbar of Enterkin, 
are cautioners. Paid £3, 6s. 8d. 


15th FEBRUARY. Mr. Patrick Pitcairn declared that he had been servitor to 
Robert Kirkwode, writer, having entered “sum quarter of ane yeir since.” His 
master therefore gave in to the box, £6. 


8th Marcu. Indenture of Andrew Robertson, son of Gilbert Robertson, writer, 
as prentice to John Cok, writer, for three years from date, 11th February last. The 
commissioners dispense with the “ prenteis dewitie, for gude consideratiouns moving 
thame.” ° 


22d Marcu. Admission of Alexander Aikenheid, lately servitor to Andrew 
Hay, writer, and one of the clerks to the signet, to be “wryter and clerk thairto ” in 
the place of Put into the box, £12. 





6th APRIL. Indenture of Thomas M‘Millane, eldest son of Thomas M‘Millane, 
merchant, burgess of Dumfries, as prentice to John Peter, writer, for five years from 
date, 15th March last. Gave in to the box, £6. s 

Admission of Alexander Douglas, lately servitor to Robert Pringle, writer, and 
one of the clerks to the signet, as writer and clerk thereto. 
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30th APRIL: Act ordaining that any writer receiving “ane other brother’s 
servand without his maisteris consent ” shall be fined. 

It is enacted that if the duty of prentices and servants be not paid in within 
forty days after entering, it shall be doubled, and the master shall pay it. 


24th May. Indenture of Alexander Purves, son of Andrew Purves, merchant, 
burgess of Edinburgh, as prentice to John Baird, writer to the signet, for three years 
from date, 23d April last. Gave in to the box, £6. 


21st JUNE. Indenture of William Hall, son to John Hall, indweller in Elphin- 
stoun, as prentice to John Smith, writer, for three years from date, 24th May 1630. 
Gave in £6. 


21st JUNE. Indenture of Andrew Couper, eldest son of the late William, bishop 
of Galloway, as prentice to James Wilsoun, writer, for three years from date of 
indenture, 21st December 1629. Grissell Anderson, mother of the said Andrew, is 
consenter to the deed. Gave in £6. 


28th JUNE. Indenture of William Dunbar, son of the late William Dunbar of 
Wilkheavin, as prentice to Robert Wallace, writer, for three years from date, 28th 
April last. Mr. John Nicholsoun, servitor to Mr. John Skene, one of the clerks 
before the Lords of Council and Session, is cautioner. Duty £6. 


27th SEPTEMBER. Admission of Andrew Mansioun, sometime servitor to the 
late Robert Lawder, writer, and one of the clerks to the signet, as “ane of the 
ordinar clerkis and wryteris thairto.” 


22d NOVEMBER. Indenture of John Bruce, brother to Andrew Bruce, younger 
of Earlshall, as prentice to Andrew Mansioun, writer, for three years from date, at 
Edinburgh and Earlshall, 9th and 11th days of July last. Duty £6. 

Indenture of Lues Bade, son of Adam Baid in Elphinstoun, as prentice to George 
Watson, writer, for four years from date, 13th September 1630. Duty £6. 


20th DECEMBER. Indenture of William Hamiltoun, son of Richard Hamiltoun, 
at Maytrie of Kynneill, as prentice to John Mwdie, writer, for four years from date, 
10th October last. Duty £6. è 

Indenture of Harie Burdoun, son of the deceased Mr. James Burdoun, minister 
at Muthill, with advice and consent of William Burdoun, portioner of Feddellis, and 
Mr. Wiliam Menzies, minister at Killin, his curators, as prentice to Mr. James 
Murray, writer to the signet, for three years from the term of Martinmas last. Date 
of indenture, 7th December instant. Duty £6. 


1631. 


13th FEBRUARY. Indenture of William Reddoch, eldest son of David Reddoch, 
of Aberlednok, as prentice to John Ker, writer, for three years from date, 17th 
November 1630. Duty £6. 


_- 
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31st January. “The haill brether, viz., the clerkis of the sessioun and clerkis 
wryteris to the signet, being convenit in the hich tolbuith of Edr., according to 
the lordis of Sessioun thair directionn and ordinance, anent the chusing and electing 
of certane persounis of thair nowmer, to be collectoures and ressavaris of the saidis 
clerkis and wryteris and thair servandis voluntar contributioun for the help and 
supplie of the pure distressit pepill of the Palatinat, conforme to the ordoure sett 
doun thairanent be the lordis of Secrete Counsall ; the saidis clerkis of sessioun and 
signet, for obedience of the said ordinance, all in ane voce electit, nominat, and chusit 
Maister Williame Scott, ane of the ordinar clerkis of sessioun, and Johnne Ker, ane 
of the ordinar clerkis and wryteris to tho signet, to be collectouris ffor ingaddering 
and collecting of the said voluntare contributionn fra the haill ordinare clerkis and 
wrytcris and thair servandis : and to that effect ordanis the saidis collectouris to 
present to the saidis clerkis of sessioun and clerkis to the signet and thair servandis, 
ane buik having this act insert therein, that everie brother may wryte his awin name 
with the contributioun quhilk he gifis, that the samyn may be the better knawin: 
and quhen the said contribution is collectit, to present the buik and collectioun to 
the haill brether at thair meiting, that the samyn may be delyverit to the collectour 
generall to that effect.” 


28th Marcu. Indenture of Alexander Beatoun, second son to Alexander 
Beatoun, burgess of Anstruther, as prentice to Alexander Douglas, writer to the 
signet, for four years from date, 14th January last. Duty £6. 


5th Juty. Indenture of Thomas Robertson, son of Thomas Robertson, stabular, 
burgess of Edinburgh, as prentice to James Kirkwode, writer te the signet, for four 
years from date, 27th April last. Duty £6. 


3d Aucust. Indenture of Adam Blair, son to Adam Blair of Adamtoun, as 
prentice to Gavin Blair, writer to the signet, for five years from date, at Irvine, 
16th October 1630. Duty £6. 


8th Aveust. Indenture of Mr. James Cheyne, son of Walter Cheyne, in 
Tillibin, as prentice to Robert Pringle, writer to the signet, for four years from 
date, at Edinburgh and Kennoway, 14th February and 3d March 1631. 


8th Aucust. Indenture of Henry Elder, son of the deceased Henry Elder, 
burgh-clerk of Perth, with consent of Margaret Johnstoun, his mother, and John 
Johnstoun, merchant, burgess of Perth, as prentice to Hary Osburne, writer to the 
siguet, for four years from date, at Edinburgh and Perth, 21st June last. Duty £6. 

Minute anent the receipt of the money collected (in terms of minnte of 
31st January last) for “the help and supplie of the pure distressit pepill of the 
Palatinate,” narrating that John Ker, collector, “producit before the saidis com- 
missioneris and thair clerk the buik contening the haill names of the clerkis, 
wryteris, and thair servantis, that contributed to the said voluntar collectioun, 
togidder with the soumes gevin be every ane of thame, with ane not also of the 
haill sowmes being calculat togidder, extending to nyne hundreth xxvj" xvij* money 
of this realme,” which was delivered to Mr. William Scott, collector, who confessed 
“that the said soume ” collected as above, “ with the lordis of sessioun and advocattis 
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command of the saidis lordis, delyverit be him to George Swtie, e oct he 
grantit to the said Mr. Williame his discharge, daitit the said xxiij of July instant.” 


14th SEPTEMBER. Admission of Patrick Maxwell, sometime prentice and servant 
to Andrew Nimmo, writer to the signet, to be an ordinary clerk and writer to the 
signet. Gave in £12. 


31st OCTOBER. “The quhilk day the wryteris to the signet underwrittin, 
commissioneris-eftir mentionat, being warnit be the officiar to this day, and being 
convenit in the chalmer of the keparis of the signet, Maister James Gordoun, 
ane of the saidis keiparis, producit ane commissioun, subscryvit be ane nobill lord, 
Williame, Viscount of Stirling, secretare to his Majestie,’ granting commission 
to Mr. Alexander Gibsoun of Dury, Mr. Alexander Hay, Mr. William Scott, and 
Mr. John Skene, the four ordinary clerks of His Majesty’s council and session, 
James Prymrois, clerk of the privy council, Mr. Francis Hay, James Stratoun, 
Thomas M‘Awlay, Robert Kirkwode, John Gilmour, David Andersoun, Robert 
Pringill, John Ker, John Lermonth, Robert Keith, Hary Osburn, Mr. James 
Farquharsoun, John Baird, and Hary Veache, or any four of them conjunctly, with 
the said Mr. James Gordown and Mr. James Law, keepers of the signet, or any 
of them. The commission, which is written by Thomas Res, servitor to Mr. James 
Law, is dated at Holyroad-house, 18th October 1631, before William, master of 
Stizling, and James Murray of His Majesty’s works for Scotland. 


7th NOVEMBER. Admission of George Mak, servitor to Mr. William Kellie, 
writer and clerk to the signet, to be clerk and writer thereto. ‘Gave in £12: j 


14th Novemper. Indenture of John Lambe, son of Thomas Lambe, messenger, 
burgess of Edinburgh, as prentice and servant to William Oswall, clerk and writer 
to the signet, for three years from the date of his entry, on Ist June last. “The 
indenture is dated at the Canongate, 26th April last. Duty £6. 

Indenture of Robert Alexander, son of John Alexander, merchant, burgess of 
Aberdeen, as prentice to John Mwdie, writer, for four years from date of indenture, 
23d July last. Duty £6. d 


21st NOVEMBER. Indenture of Mr. James Edmestoun, son of James Edmestoun, 
merchant, burgess of Edinburgh, as prentice and servant to Mr. James Murray, 
writer, for two years from date of indenture, 19th November instant. Duty £6. 


23d NOVEMBER. Admission of Thomas Forrest, servitor to John Ker, writer to 
the signet, as clerk and writer to the signet. Duty £12. 


19th DECEMBER. Sederunt, Mr. James Gordón, Robert Pringill, James 
Stratoun, Robert Kirkwode, John Ker, Mr. James Law, Hary Osburne, John 
Lermonth, John Baird, Mr. James Farquharsoun. 

Action before the commissioners at the instance of Mr. James Robertoun, 
advocate, against James Wilsoun, writer to the signet, “for lybelling and making 
of ane summondis of reductioun, at the instance of Alexander Knok of Selvieland, 
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and Helene Dalmahoy, his spous, aganis Williame Wardrope, notar in Glasgow, 
depute to the said Mr. James Robertoun in the commissariot of Hamiltoun, off ane 
decrete gevin to the said Williame Wardrope, aganis the saidis Alexander Knok 
and his spous, in the conclusioun of the quhilk summondis of reductioun, the said 
James Wilsoun, not onlie concludit and desyrit the said decrete to be reducit for 
the reasonis thairin contenit, bot lykewyis that the said Mr. James Robertoun, suld 
be decernit to be puneist in his persoun and guidis, altogidder aganis the forme of 
summondis of reduction and without ony warrand or directioun of the advocateis 
of the said Alexander Knok and his spous.” The accused confessed the charge, but 
alleged that “he had the informatioun of his saidis clyentis advocattis to mak the 
said conclusioun.”” The commissioners suspend ‘him until they’should verify the 
statement, without prejudice to their further censuring him by way of fine. 
Robert M‘Kwne, their officer, is ordained to warn the “haill brether wryteris to the 
signet,” not to subscribe letters written by the said James Wilsoun, under pain of 
suspension. 


26th DECEMBER. Sederunt, Mr. Francis Hay, James Stratoun, Robert Pringill, 
Mr, James Gordoun, John Ker, Robert Kirkwode, Hary Osburne, John Lermonth, 
Mr. James Law, Mr. James Farquharsoun, John Baird, Hary Veach. 

“ Anent the lybellit precept persewit before the commissioneris of the wrytteris 
to the signet, at the instance of Hew Rose, thair procuratour fischall, aganis George 
Watsoun, ane of the ordinar clerkis and wryteris to the signet, for using and 
exercing pluralities of officis (to the prejudice of the haill remanent brether wryteris 
thairto), viz., as ane ordinar wryter to the signet, and als as clerk to the Lyoun 
herauldis and messengeris, to quhome the said George is clerk as said is, and con- 
ducing with thame to that effect, and for certane uther errouris and informalities 
contenit in the said lybellit precept.” The matter having been before the com- 
missioners on the 5th of December instant, when the said George denied “ conducing 
with the messingeris,” the commissioners assigned that day eight days for proof, 
when the said George submitted himself to them, and “became in thair will,’ in 
regard to the libel: and the commissioners, having continued their decision on 
“twa severall dyettis” and duly considered the premises, suspended the said George 
until the 16th of January 1632, and continued their definitive sentence till then, 
the officer being ordained to make intimation thereof to the writers. 


1632. 


3d JANUARY. In presence of Sir Archibald Achesoun of Glencarny, Knight. 
Sederunt, David Anderson, James Stratoun, Robert Pringill, Mr. James Gordoun, 
Robert Kirkwode, John Ker, Henry Osburne, John Baird, Mr. James Farquharsoun. 

James Wilsoun gave in supplication desiring to be reponed, and submitting him- 
self to the commissioners as to any further censure. They ordain him to be 
reponed “to the xvj day of Januare instant, that in the menetyme he may confes 
his offence done be him to the said Mr. James Robertoun, in the presence of sum 
of the commissioncris,” who should report to the rest. 

George Watson supplicates to be reponed. The commissioners continue their 
decision until the 15th of February next, but in the meantime allow the keepers of 
the signet to affix the same to the letters of the petitioner. 
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Sth JANUARY. Indenture of Mr. James Flemyng, second son to Patrick Flemyng 
of Balloch, as prentice to John Ker, writer, for three years from date, 6th June last. 
Duty £6. 


23d JANUARY. Indenture of James Wilsoun, son of Ivie Wilsoun of Clenrie, as 
prentice to David Crichtoun, writer, for four years from date, 26th December last. 
Duty £6. 


9th APRIL. Indenture of James Rose, eldest son to James Rose in the Wood 
of Dalboge, as prentice to Arthur Stratoun, writer to the signet, for four years from 
date, 22d June last. Duty £6. 


` 17th Apri. Indenture of George Aytoun, son of the deceased Alexander 
Aytoun, burgess of Musselburgh, with advice and consent of Patrick Clwnes in 
Inveresk, his father-in-law, as prentice and servant to William Neilsoun, writer, for 
three years from date, 15th June 1631. Duty £6. 


25th JUNE. Indenture of Alexander Younger, son of James Younger, merchant, 
burgess of Edinburgh, as prentice to John Baird, clerk to the signet, for three years 
from date, 14th June instant. Duty £6. 


25th JUNE. Sederunt, David Anderson, Mr. James Law, Robert Kirkwode, James 
Stratoun, Mr. James Gordoun, John Ker, John Baird, Mr. James Farquharsoun. 

Admission of William Inglis, servitor to John Gilmuire, writer to the signet, as 
clerk and writer thereto. Duty £12. 


3d Jury. Sederunt, as above, with the addition of Sir Archibald Achesoun, 
lord secretary, Mr. Francis Hay, Hary Osburne, John Lermonthe, Hary Weache. 

Admission of George Inglis, servitor to John Lermonthe, clerk and writer to the 
signet, as writer and clerk thereto. Duty £12. 


19th Novemper. Indenture of Mr. William Thomesoun, son of James Thome- 
soun in Wodheid of , with consent of Mr. Roger Mowatt, advocate, as prentice 
to Quyntene Kennedy, writer to the signet, for five years from date, 14th December 
1631. Duty £6. 

Indenture of Richard Allane, son of Richard Allane, burgess of Musselburgh, as 
prentice to Robert Kirkwode, writer to the signet, for four years from date, 
1631. Duty £6. 





23d NOVEMBER. Indenture of John Logane, son of James Logane, stabular 
in Edinburgh, with consent of John Young, litster, burgess there, as prentice to 
Mr. Patrick Maxwell, writer to the signet, for four years from date, 23d March 
1632. Duty £6. 


3d DECEMBER. Admission of Walter Paterson, son of Mr. Alexander Paterson, 
apothecary, burgess of Edinburgh, and servitor to Anthone Quhyte, writer and clerk 
to the signet, as writer and clerk thereto. Duty £12. 
2L 
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Indenture of Thomas Hunter, son of Thomas Hunter, bailie in Carsland, as 
prentice to Mr, James Farquharsoun, writer to the signet, for three years from date, 
29th June last. Duty £6. 


17th DECEMBER. Indenture of Mr. William Carnegy, son of William Carnegy, 
burgess of Edinburgh, as prentice to Arthur Stratoun, writer to the signet, for four 
years from date, 12th November last. Duty £6. 

Indenture of Mr. Robert Heriot, son of Mr. George Heriot, minister at Kirk- 
maho, as prentice to Richard Guthrie, writer to the signet, for three years from date, 
8th June 1631. Duty £6. 


1633. 


4th Marcu. Indenture of David Phin, eldest son of Mr. John Phin of Quhitehill, 
as prentice to James Wilsoun, clerk and writer to the signet, for four years from date, 
8th February 1633. Duty £6. 


10th JULY. Indenture of George Eglingtoun, son of Mr, Hew Eglingtoun, 
minister at Dunlop, as prentice to Mr. Patrick Maxwell, writer to the signet, for 
four years, from 28th, 29th, and 30th November 1632, the dates of indenture. 
Mr. John Maxwell, minister at the High Kirk of Glasgow is cautioner. Duty £6. 


29th JULY. Admission of Mr, Henry Charteris, son of the late Mr. Henry 
Charteris, “primar of the college of Edinburgh,’ and lately prentice to James 
Stratoun, writer to the signet, as an ordinary writer and clerk to the signet. 
Duty £12. 

Admission of Peter Barbour, lately servitor to Robert Wallace, writer to the 
signet, as writer and clerk to the signet. Duty £12. 


lst Aucust. The writers to the signet, namely, “ Maister James Law and 
James Gordoun, the tua keiparis of the signet, Thomas M‘Awlay, Robert Kirkwode, 
Hary Osburne, Johne Baird, Hew Rose, Mr. James Farquharsoun, Hary Weache, 
Andro Nemo, Andro Hay, Arthour Stratoun, elder, Robert Wallace, David 
Crichtoun, Maister Johne Paip, Johne Peter, Richarde Guthrie, Danyell Melvil, 
Maister Richard Kene, Andro Mansoun, Johne Mwdie, Thomas Edzar, James 
Guthrie, Archibald Gibsoun, Maister Patrik Maxwell, Richard Mosman, William 
Inglis, Peter Barboure, Alexander Douglas, James Kirkwode, Johne Smith, having 
convenit within the hich tolbuith of Edinburgh, the day forsaid, for considering and 
conferring anent the ovirture and desyre of the advocattis to have ane commissioun 
to sex advocattis and the deane of Facultie, and fyve wryteris and ane clerk, to 
decerne and determine anent all materis that suld concern the incorporatioun of the 
advocattis and wryteris, ather of thame, for thair awin pairtis, of the taxatioun latelie 
grantit, or the dewtie of tua for the ten of ilk hundreth, or ony uther mater con- 
cerning thair priveleges; the saidis wryteris convenit, as said is, and thair vottis 
being particularlie inquyrit anent the premises, all in ane voce dissasentit fra giving 
of any commissioun in generall for ony thingis concerning the said incorporatioun 
betuix the saidis advocattis and wryteris: and declairis that thai aggrie and ar 
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content to conjoyne with the advocattis anent the said taxatioun, or ony privileges 
coucerning the haill bodie, being particularlie condiscendit upoun, the wryteris 
allwayes chosing thair awin commissioneris equall in nwmer with the commissioneris 
of the advocattis. And siclike the saidis wryteris convenit, as said is, all in ane 
voce discharges David Andersoun, James Stratoun, Robert Pringill, Mr. Francis 
Hay, and Johne Leremonth, off all proceeding in the materis foirsaidis with the 
advocattis without the advyse of the haill brether wryteris to the signet; becaus 
the saidis personis joynit with the advecattis in the premises of befoir without 
consent of the bodie and rest of the wryteris.” 


12th Aueust. Admission of Gawin Burnet, lately prentice and servitor to 
Andrew Hay, writer to the signet. Duty £12. 


12th Aucust. The writers meeting with Sir Archibald Achesone, secretary, 
ratify the preceding act of Ist August. 


14th Avucust. Admission of Thomas Darling, late servitor to Robert Wallace, 
writer to the signet. Duty £12. 


30th SEPTEMBER, Indenture of Alexander Kaa, son of James Kaa of Corslaittis, 
as prentice to Thomas Ferrest, writer to the signet, for five years from date, 10th 
August last. William and Alexander Kaa, his uncles, consent. Duty £6. 


15th NOVEMBER. Indenture of Alexander Levingstoun, son of William 
Levingstoun, portioner of Falkirk, as prentice to Hew Rose, writer to the signet, 
for four years from date, 5th February last. 


15th NOVEMBER. “The bretherene of the wryteris to the signet under-writtin, 
thay ar te say, Maisteris James Gordoun and James Law, the tua keiparis of the 
signet, Thomas M‘Awlay, James Stratoun, Robert Pringill, Andro Hay, Hary 
Osburne, Hew Rose, David Crichtoun, Hew Tod, Thomas Forrest, Andro Nemo, 
James Wilsoun, Johne Baird, Johne Gilmour, Johne Peter, Johne Nicoll, Richard 
Mosman, Thomas Edzar, Arthour Stratoun, younger, George Mak, Archibauld 
Gibsoun, William Inglis, Robert Kirkwod, Maister Johne Paip, Johne Mwdie, Johne 
Smith, Patrik Hamiltoun, Patrik Small, Richarde Guthrie, Mr. Patrik Maxwell, 
James Kirkwode, Maister Richarde Kene, Adame Watt, Robert Wallace, Thomas 
Darling, Andro Mansoun, being convenit in the dwellinghous of the said Mr. 
James Gordoun, conforme to the directioun of the commissioneris of the wryteris 
to the signet, be pluralitie of voytes, eftir long ressoning and dispute anent the 
expediency of augmentatioun to the sowme of tuenty thowsand merkis alredy offerit 
for tua of the ten for the pairt of the advocattis, clerkis, and wryteris to the 
signet, the saidis bretherene consentit and aggreit that sum forder augmentatioun 
be grantit, with speciall provisioun that the clerkis of sessioun and signet have 
the absolute libertie of chosing of thair awin stent maisteris be thame selffis, equall 
in nowmer with the stent maisteris to be chosin be the advocattis thame selffis : 
Quha thaireftir sall all joyne togidder for perfyting of the bissines, and that for 
the samyn stent to be grantit as said is, immunitie and libertie to the wyfiis, 
bairnis, and executouris of the saidis advocattis, clerkis, and wryteris, that thai 
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may be frie of tua of ten during the thre yeiris mentionat in the act of parlia- 
ment.” 


23d NOVEMBER. “Sederunt, Maister Johne Skene, Maister James Gordoun, 
Maister James Law, Thomas Mackawlay, Robert Pringill, Andro Nemo, Robert 
Kirkwode, Maister Richarde Kene, John Baird, James Wilsoun.” 

The commissioners and remanent brethren above written, being convened in 
“the hich hall of the dwellinghous” of Mr. James Gordoun, for choosing of two of 
the clerks and writers to the signet, “ ffor ressaving of the new and honest declara- 
tioun of the haill brether,” of their “frie moneyis for the quhilkis thai ressave 
annuelrent,” to the effect that a competent offer be made by them, jointly with the 
advocates, “for the tua of ten of the hundreth” payable by act of parliament. 
Mr. John Skene and Mr. James Gordoun are chosen. 


9th DECEMBER. “The keiparis and wryteris to the signet being convenit to 
ane grit nowmer within the hich tolbuith of Edinburgh, and a list of foure and 
twentie of thair nowmer being nominat, and devydit in tua tuelffis, and that for 
electing and chosing of a certane nowmer of tham be the quhole bodie advocattis, 
clerkis, and wryteris, to be stent maisteris equall in nowmer with the stent maisters 
of the advocattis, to be chosin in the same forme for stenting of thair brethrene” 
to pay the £40,000 offered by “the said bodie” for their part of the present taxation 
“of tua for the ten, the saxtene penny and the ordinar taxatiouns grantit in the 
last parliament, haldin at Edinburgh upoun the xxviij of Junii last bipast.” Those 
nominated and chosen are:-——Thomas M‘Awlay, Robert Kirkwode, John Lermonth, 
John Nicoll, John Baird, Mr. James Farquharsoun, Hary Osburne, Hew Rose, Hew 
Tod, James Campbell, John Gilmour, Andrew Nemo. 


28th DECEMBER. The commissioners and certain other writers being convened 
“in the siguet chalmer,” the Right Honourable Sir Archibald Achesoun, Knight, 
produced a deliverance of the Lords of Council and Session granted at the instance 
of Thomas, Earl of Haddington, to the effect that the said Earl, having resigned the 
superiority of the Temple lands in Scotland in the hands of the King, he should no 
longer be mentioned in infeftments of these lands as superior, nor otherwise 
troubled by persons desiring him to give them infeftment therein: and that the 
keepers of the signet be discharged from signetting letters of four forms, etc., 
raised against him in connection with such lands: which deliverance being so 
intimated to the writers, they ordain an act to be made in conformity therewith. 


1634. 


4th JANUARY. Admission of Mr. George Trotter, lately servitor to John 
Learmonth, as writer to the signet. Duty £12. 


14th January. Admission of Mr. John Sydsarf, sometime servitor to the late 
James Kynneir, writer to the signet. Duty £12. 


15th January. Admission of James Kennwye, lately servitor to the deceased 
Jobn Ker. Duty £12. 
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24th JANUARY. Indenture of John Jaffray, second son of Mr. Alexander 
Jaffray, merchant, burgess of Aberdeen, as prentice to Robert Pringill, writer to 
the signet, for four years from date, at Aberdeen and Edinburgh, lst and 12th 
November last 1633. Duty £6. 


Indenture of Mr. William Powrie, eldest son of Mr. Richard Powrie, minister 
at Dawick, as prentice to James Wilsoun, writer to the signet, for four years from 
date, 30th December last. Mr. Alexander Hay, one of the ordinary clerks of session, 
is cautioner. Duty £6. i 


Indenture of James Deanes, son to Thomas Deanes, merchant, burgess of Edin- 
burgh, as prentice to Thomas Edzar, writer to the signet, for three years from date, 
8th October last. Duty £6. 


Indenture of Robert Meikiljohn, son of Robert Meikiljohn, skinner, burgess of 
Edinburgh, as prentice to John Lermunth, writer to the signet, for three years from 
date, 1st October last. Duty £6. 


Indenture of Mr. Andrew Williamson, son to James Williamson, Provost of the 
burgh of Peebles, as prentice to John Bannatyne, writer, for two years from date, 
26th November 1632. Duty £6. 


27th JANUARY. Indenture of Mr. Alexander Hamilton, son of ‘the late James 
Hamilton of Hill, as prentice to James Kirkwode, writer to the signet, for four years 
from date, 28th November 1632. James Cochrane, merchant, burgess of Edinburgh, 
is a consenter. Duty £6. 


3d FEBRUARY. Indenture of Alexander Greg, son to John Greg, tailor, burgess 
of the Canongate, as prentice to George Watsoun, writer to the signet, for three 
years from date, 8th October last. Duty £6. 


5th FEBRUARY. Indenture of Patrick Knox, son of the late Mr. William 
Knox, minister at Cokpen, as prentice to William Inglis, writer to the signet, for 
five years from date, 1st July last. The consenters to the deed are Elizabeth 
Halyburnetoun, mother of the said Patrick, and John Halyburnetoun, elder, of 
Murehouslaw. Duty £6. 


20th FEBRUARY. Indenture of John Dewar, younger, son to John Dewar, 
elder, notary in Dunce, as prentice to Adam Watt, writer to the signet, for four years 
from date, 28th June 1632. Duty £6. 


2d May. Admission of Mr. John Alexander, late servitor to Hew Rose, writer 
to the signet. Duty £12. 


10th JUNE. Indenture of Duncan Crawfurde, son of Alexander Crawfurde in 
Burne, as prentice to William Inglis, writer to the signet, for one year from date, 
14th November last. Duty £6. 


20th JuNE. Indenture of John Love, son of Robert Love, burgess of Paisley, 
as prentice to Peter Barbour, writer to the signet, for five years from date, at Paisley 
17th May last. Duty £6. 
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18th JULY. Admission of John Miller, late servitor to Robert Kirkwode, 
writer to the signet. Duty £12. 


19th JULY. Indenture of James Scott, son of Thomas Scott, beer brewer, 
burgess of Edinburgh, as prentice to William Neilsoun, writer to the signet, for 
two years from date, 27th August 1633. Duty £6. 


21st JULY. Indenture of John Somervell, son to George Somervell, in Nether 
Scheilfeild, as prentice to Thomas Darling, writer to the signet, for three years 
from date, 18th July instant. Duty £6. 


lst DECEMBER. Admission of James Kynneir, son of the late James Kynneir, 
writer to the signet. Duty £12. 


1635. 


24th JANUARY. Indenture of Mr. Charles Henrysoun, son of the late Mark 
Henrysoun, burgess in Lawder, as prentice to Thomas Darling, writer to the 
signet, for three years from date, 7th November 1634. Janet Greve, relict of the 
said Mark, is a party to the indenture. Duty £6. 


26th JANUARY. Indenture of George Harret, son to Mr. George Harret, 
minister at Kirkmaho, as prentice to Richard Guthre, writer to the signet, for 
four years from date, 11th June 1634. Duty £6. 

Indenture of Thomas M‘Clair, son of George M‘Clair, maltman in Prestoun, as 
prentice to Thomas Forrest, writer to the signet, for four years from date, 
25th October 1634. Duty £6. 

Indenture of Homer Greir, eldest son of John Greir, of Nether Keir, as 
prentice to Thomas Forrest, writer, for four years from date, 19th February 1634. 
Duty £6. 

Indenture of Robert Hay, eldest son of the late Robert Hay, writer in Edin- 
burgh, as prentice to Thomas Forrest, writer, for three years from date, 27th November 
1634. Jean Hamiltoun, mother of the said Robert, is a party. Duty £6. 

Indenture of John Watt, son to Alexander Watt, wright, citizen in Brechin, as 
prentice to Mr. John Paip, writer to the signet, for three years from date, 29th 
November 1634. Duty £6. 


31st JANUARY. Mr. Archibald Wilkie is, at his own desire, booked as servitor 
to John Smith, writer to the signet. Duty paid, but amount not stated, 

Indenture of John Auchinwallis, eldest son of Thomas Auchinwallis, burgess of 
Culros, as prentice to John Miller, writer to the signet, for three years from date, 
17th June 1634. Duty £6. 


2d FEBRUARY. Indenture of William Murehead, son of the late Mr. Thomas 
Murehead, minister at Cambusnethan, as prentice to Hew Rose, for four years 
from date, 31st December last. James Murehead of Lauchope, elder, is a party to 
the deed. Duty £6. 
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4th FEBRUARY. James Cuthbert is, at his own request, booked as servitor to 
Mr. James Farquharsoun, writer. Amount of duty not stated. 


23d FEBRUARY. Indenture of John Somervell, prentice and servitor to William 
Neilson, writer to the signet, for two years from Whitsunday 1633. The indenture 
is dated 11th February 1634. 


25th FEBRUARY. Admission of John Bane, sometime prentice to the late 
Cuthbert Miller, writer to the signet, as writer to the signet. Duty £12. 


25th Marcu. Admission of Mr, Alexander Forbes, late prentice and servitor to 
John Baird, writer to the signet, as writer to the signet. Duty £12. 


lst APRIL. Indenture of John Donaldson, son of John Donaldson, notary in 
Edinburgh, with consent of James Gibson, advocate, as prentice to John Mudie, 
writer to the signet, for three years from date, 22d January last. Duty £6. 


9th May. Indenture of Mr. John Sturgeon, son of Adam Sturgeon, merchant, 
burgess of Dumfrcis, as prentice to Peter Barbour, writer to the signet, for two 
years from date, 8th November 1634. Duty £6. 


25th May. Admission of George Haldin, servitor to Mr. James Gordoun, one 
of the keepers of the signet, and sometime prentice to Hary Osburne, writer to 
the signet, as writer to the signet. 


28th Aveust. Admission of John Sempill, late servitor and prentice to Hary 
Weache, writer to the signet, as writer to the signet. Duty £12. 


5th NOVEMBER. Indenture of Andrew Hog, brother-german to Mr. William 
Hog, servitor to Mr. Roger Mowatt, advocate, as prentice to Quinten Kennedy, 
writer to the signet, for five years from date, 22d August last. Duty £6. 


12th NovemBer. Indenture of John Johnston, second son of David Johnston, 
merchant, burgess of Edinburgh, as prentice to Mr. Richard Kene, writer to the 
signet, for two years from date, 19th March last. Duty £6. 


12th DECEMBER. Indenture of Thomas Fairlie, son to Sir Robert Fairlie, of 
Braid, knight, as prentice to John Miller, writer to the signet, for five years from 
date, 17th November last. Duty £6. 


1636. 


Tth JANUARY. The keepers of the signet and the most part of the writers to 
the ‘signet being convened in the “signet chalmer” according to His Majesty’s 
warrant directed to the Lords of Session, appoint the hours betwixt ten and twelve 
before noon, and betwixt four and six afternoon, for affixing the signet to letters 
presented for that purpose, and the keepers of the signet are then to “attend 
preceislie” for that purpose. 
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18th FEBRUARY. Alexander Forbes is booked as servant to Daniel Melvile, 
writer to the signet. Duty £6. 


19th FEBRUARY. Indenture of Hew Nevine, younger, son of Hew Nevine, 
of Auchinmade, as prentice to Andrew Nimmo, writer to the signet, for five years 
from date, at Kilbirnie 15th July 1635. Duty £6. 


14th Marcu. Indenture of John Clerk, eldest son of the late Thomas Clerk, 
notary in Deir, as prentice to John Peter, commissary of Peebles, and writer to the 
signet, for five years from date, 2d February 1635. Duty £6. 


23d Marcu. Indenture of William Cairnis, son of the late William Cairnes 
of Pilmore, as prentice to Hew Rose, writer to the signet, for four years from 
date, 9th February last. Duty £6. 


5th May. Indenture of Mr. John Fynlay, son of John Fynlay, in Bodiehole, 
as prentice to John Baird, writer, for four years from Martinmas last. Duty £6. 


30th May. George Halyburtoun is reponed as writer to the signet, from which 
he had been suspended “ this lang tyme bygane.” 


30th May. Intimation of the act against subscribing Bills etc. not written by 
themselves in their own buiths, 


4th JUNE. Admission of James Dawling, late prentice to Quintin Kennedy. £12. 


8th JULY. The prentice fees of Mr. Archibald Stevinstoun, servitor to Arthur 
Stratoun, younger, Mr. James Hay and Peter Duncan, servitors to Mr. Francis Hay, 
and George Gibson, servitor to Gawan Blair, are paid into the box, equal to £24. 


3d DECEMBER. Admission of William Chalmer, son to George Chalmer of 
Auldquhat, and late prentice to Robert Pringill. £12. 


30th DECEMBER. Indenture of James Smeton, son of Hary Smeton in Cruikis, 
as prentice to James Kirkwode, writer to the signet, for four years from date, 5th 
July last. £6. 


1637. 


12th JUNE. Admission of John Wilkie, writer in Edinburgh, sometime prentice 
to Alexander Douglas, writer to the signet, as writer to the signet. £12. 


18th Juty. Indenture of James Smith, son of William Smith, portioner of 
Nungate of Haddington, as prentice to James Kirkwode, for four years from date, 
24th January last. £6. : 


9th Avcust. Indenture of George Gavine, son of the late George Gavine of 
Collilaw, with advice of James Blackhall, merchant, burgess of Aberdeen, as prentice 
to William Chalmers, for four years from 24th February last. £6. 
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1638. 


2d APRIL. Admission of Robert Alexander, servitor to John Mwdie, as writer 
to the signet. 


18th June. Indenture of Mr. James Stewart, son to Mr. William Stewart, late 
Provost of Glasgow, as prentice to Mr. Patrik Maxwell, writer to the signet, for 
four years from date, 21st August 1637. £6. 


12th JULY. Admission of Mr. Robert Gilmure, son of the late John Gilmure, 
writer to the signet. 


1642. 


5th Marcu. Commission granted by the Earl of Lanark, secretary, in favour 
of Mr. Francis Hay, Robert Pringill, James Stratoun, John Lermonth, Alexander 
Cowper, Hary Osburne, James Campbell, John Nicoll, John Mwdie, and George 
Haldin, writers to his majesty’s signet, and Mr. Harie Maule, present keeper of 
the signet, or any four of them, conjunctly with the said Mr. Harie, and, in case of 
his absence, the said George Haldin. Thomas M‘Awlay is appointed clerk as before. 
The said commission engrossed at length. 


8th Marcu. Admission of Mr. James Cheyne, lately servitor to Robert Pringill, 
WS. £12. 


2d June. Indenture of John Finlay, son of James F., baxter, burgess of 
Edinburgh, as prentice to Mr. James Cheyne, for four years from 23d June last. 


16th Juny. Commission of Mr. Alexander Hamilton, lately servitor to James 
Kirkwode, W.S. £12. 


25th AUGUST. Indenture of Mr. Patrick Oliphant, eldest son of Mr. William 
Oliphant of Kirkhill, advocate, with consent of Janet Mauld, his mother, as 
prentice to John Miller, W.S., for three years, from 8th November 1641. Duty 


10 merks. 


27th SEPTEMBER. Indenture of Robert Smith, with consent of Jonet Smith, 
relict of David M‘Call, merchant burgess of Edinburgh, and of Margaret Adieson, 
relict of Robert Smith, merchant burgess of Edinburgh, as prentice to John Sempill, 
for six years, from 23d June 1641. 10 merks. 


16 43. 


5th JANUARY, Indenture of James Campbell, son to the late John Campbell of 
Clathick, with consent of Sir Mungo Campbell of Lawers, and Alexander Menzies 
of Comrie, as prentice to Thomas Darling, W.S., for three years, from 25th January 
1642. 10 merks. 
2M 
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30th Marcu. Indenture of William Hay, eldest son to Andrew Hay in Duncan- 
law, as prentice to James Kirkwode, for four years, from 20th November 1641. 
10 merks. 


30th Marcu. Indenture of Robert Kaa, son to Robert Kaa, notary, as prentice 
to James Kirkwode, W.S., for three years, from 27th July 1642. 10 merks. 


15th May. Admission of Mr. William Henderson, late prentice to Robert 
Pringle, W.S., as writer to the signet. £12. 


1644. 
15th Marcu. Admission of John Hamilton, late prentice to John Mwdie. £12. 


1647. 


9th January. John Nicoll, W.S., is chosen clerk to the writers in place of 
Thomas M‘Awlay deceased. 


9th JANUARY. The brethren, being convened in “the auld sessioun house,” 
ratify all former acts; and ordain “ane buik to be maid quharin every wryter 
to the signet sall gif up the names of thair haill prenteissis and servandis, that 
thair names may be inrollit in that buik, and ane lytill ‘paterne of thair hand writt 
insert thairin to be conferrit with thair letteris sent to the signet.” 

Also, it is ordained that Mr. Thomas Young, Alexander Douglas, and Adam 
Wat, “deall with Aulay? M‘Aulay’s relict anent the buik and paperis being in ther 
handis belonging to the wryteris, quha within sex dayis thairefter delyverit this 
buik to Johne Nicoll thair clerk, with some certane scrollis and rollis of certane 
names of the memberis of the college of justice, not worth to be mentioned.” 

All members being freemen are obliged to attend at the public meetings, on 
warning, under pain of 12s. Scots toties quoties. 

“Item that everie wryter being warnit to anotheris buriall, his wyff or chyldrene, 
and refuisand or being absent, sall pay 12s.” 

Adam Wat and Hary Osburne ordained “to sicht the box” and report; who, 
having done so, report that they find an assignation by the late Thomas M‘Awlay to 
the brethren of a bond of 1000 merks, granted to him by the Laird of Kilspindie, 
“ bot findis not the band.” 

They also find another assignation by the said Thomas to them of a bond by 
James Kennoway, but not the bend; also another assignation by the same to them 
of 500 merks, in bond granted by Mr. Alexander Hay, and Mr. James Farquharsoun, 
but not the bond; also, assignation by the same to them of bond by Robert and 
William Kirkwods for 350 merks, but “ missis the band.” 

Item, a note under said Thomas M‘Aulay’s hand on taking out of Kirkwode’s 
bond to be registered in 1644. 

Item, a bond of 200 merks granted to said Thomas by John M‘Gie of Glessok 
and Alex. Crichtoun, with his assignation thereof in favour of the brethren. These 
are all put in the box. 

They find no money in the box save two new dollars, and some notes, whereof 
£89 are bestowed on pious uses. 


1 ét Thomas,” on margin. 
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There are given up to'the brethren the names of persons alleged to wrong the 
calling by writing bills, etc., viz. John Somervell; James Crystie, servitor to the 
Earl of Callendar ; James Gordoun, messenger. 

The brethren are discharged to acknowledge their hand written bills, etc., 
especially Daniel Melville, William Chalmers, James Kynneir, and Peter Barbour, 
who have contravened in this way. 


llth Novemper. Admission of Thomas Hunter as writer to the signet. 


£3 taken from the box, and given to “ane poist” to carry a letter to Sir 
Archibald Douglas of Spott. 


30th DECEMBER. Admission of James Crystic and William Hunter. 


1648. 


llth January. Being convened in the Parliament House, “anent their voytes, 
craved quhidder thair annualrent of fyve hundreth pundis destinat and mortifyeit 
for ane help to ane professor in the college of Edinburgh according to the first 
institution, sould be imployit to that use, or for intertenement of ane burser.” 
Mr. Henrie Maule being moderator, all refused “the inversioun of the first 
fundatioun, and ordained the professor to be preferred.” 


24th Marcu. Admission of Robert Hamiltoun, late servitor to Thomas Forrest. 


19th APRIL. Admission of Mr. Robert Hamiltoun, servitor to John Mudie, 
Duty 20 merks. . 

Given from the box, £20 to Mr. David Mureheid’s relict, and four dollars to the 
relict of William Neilsoun, both writers to the signet. 


2d SEPTEMBER. Admission of John Rowane, as W.S. 


1649. 


lst May. Commission by William, Earl of Lothian, secretary, in favour of 
Mark Cas of Cokpen, “my depute and keiper of the signet,” Mr. Francis Hay, 
Robert Pringill, John Nicoll elder, John Learmont, Adam Watt, Hary Osburne, 
Hew Ros, John Sempill, Mr. George Trotter, James Campbell, Quintene Kennedy, 
writers to the signet, or any four of them, the keeper of the signet being always one. 


18th May. Admission of James Tynto and Thomas Dickson, as writers to the 
signet. 


20th June. Admission of James Allan, late servitor to Robert Pringill. 


14th JuLy. Convened in the “signet chalmer,’ Robert Pringill, John 
Lermonth, Mr. George Trotter, James Campbell, Hary Osburne, John Sempill, and 
Hew Ros, they ordain Hary Osburne and Adam Wat, to “take tryall of the box 
and conditionis thairof, and bandis and assignatiounis thairin contenit, and to report 
to the brethrene.” 
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“ Also that the keiper speik Mr. Alexander Hay, to get the auld box from the 
relict of umquhill Mr. Harie Mauld.” 

Also the said Harie Osburn and Adam Wat, “to agent the business for the 
box, and to get in the bandis from David Kinloch.” 

Robert Hay, Thomas Hunter, Robert Hamiltoun, James Tynto, Thomas 
Dicksoun, and James Allane, ordained to pay their contributions to the box, of 
20 merks each. 

John Rowane paid 10 merks by way of composition to the box, which was 
accepted, “ becaus he servit at the signet in Mr. Mauldis tyme.” 

Ordained that all letters passing the signet be marked by whom they are 
written; and that none pass but such as are written by writers to the signet, 
their prentices and servants. 

That no letters be signeted to Robert Wallace till his prentices’ and servants’ 
names be given up to the clerk to be recorded, “in respect that he is knawin to be 
a commoun resaver of all soirtis of pepill in his booth, and a notorius contravenar 
of the actis.” 

George Halden ordered to record his prentices. 

Mr. Francis Hay to be written to anent the remainder of the taxation, and to 
give up a list of his servants’ names. 

That all prentices pay ten merks, of which £6 to the box, and 13s. 4d. is to the clerk. 

James Crystie is found to have complained wrongfully against Mark Kerse, 
keiper of the signet, who is found to have behaved dutifully; because the said 
James presented letters “disconforme” to the warrant, and is therefore suspended 
till a new meeting. 

John Rowane produced the box with money and writs, which is put into the 
keeper’s custody. 


24th Jury. James Tynto gave in 20 merks. 


28th JuLY. Robert Wallace is censured at the instance of Andro Ker of 
Morestoun, “for steilling throw of ane decrete aganes him without citation,’ and 
the said decreet having been reduced, the said Robert is ordained to take out 
the horning at his own expense. 

Another complaint is giveu in against the said Robert Wallace, by the 
procurator fiscal, for having a bill of advocation, where in the narrative he 
advocated a pursuit from a sheriff, and when the bill was past, “he cuttit af the 
taill of the bill,” and discharged the sheriff and all other judges. “And quhen this 
come to Mr. John Kynneir’s knawledge, he came to signet, and fand the bill cuttit, 
and ane generall claus of advocatioun insert.” The commissioneris refer this to 
further trial, the bill and warrant to be sought out. 

Another complaint being given in against him by John Nicoll, writer, the 
commissioners, unwilling to hear it further, ordain the said Robert“ Wallace to 
submit himself to the keeper, and to Hary Osburn, Adam Wat, and Hew Ros; 
which he most willingly did, and promised to bring in his prentices’ indentures to 
be recorded, and to pay, etc. í 

The letters of Robert Hay and others who have not paid their admission duty 
of 20 merks, to be detained until they pay. 


8th Aucust. Admission of Andrew Rutherfurd. Duty, 20 merks. 
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15th SEPTEMBER. James Mowat, W.S., is suspended for forming a bill at the 
instance of John Arnot against Jean Hart, in which, after passing of the bill of 
suspension, he had cited certain particulars which were not in the bill before 
passing, nor in the bond of cautionery. He is ordained to pay 40 merks to the 
box. 


Decemper. Thomas Hunter and Robert Hamilton pay into the box 20 
merks each. 


16th NOVEMBER. Being convened in the signet chamber, the “maist pairt of 
the brethren” enacted that, in addition te the former act for fining absents from 
their meetings, those who do not compear before the lords of session when they 
are called, shall be fined in like manner. 

Hary Osburne and Adam Wat are ordained “to tak cours” with the bonds in 
the box. Some other acts renewed. 


22d NOVEMBER. Before the commissioners compeared Archibald Aikman, 
“deane of the gildis officer” of Edinburgh, and preduced the following bends 
“belonging to the body of the calling,” although drawn up in Thomas M‘Awley’s 
name :— 


1. Bond of the Laird of Maynes and his son, of 1000 merks: dated 21st 
November 1644. 

2. Bond by Robert Kirkwede and his son, for 350 merks: dated June 1638, 
registered November 1644. 

3. Bond by Alexander Crichtoun, for 200 merks: July 1636. 

4. Bond by James Kennoway, for £80: dated 31st December 1636. 

5. Bond by Mr. Alexander Hay and Mr. James Ferguson, for 500 merks: 
dated 4th March 1635, registered March 1644. 

6. Bond by John Kelle and George Halden, for 400 merks: 25th July 1644. 


These bonds are granted in favour of said Thomas M‘Awley, but belong to the 
body of the calling, as is evident by the assignations thereof granted by the said 
Thomas. John Nicoll, their clerk, is therefore ordained to grant discharge thereof 
to the said Archibald Aikman, and the bonds thereupon are locked up in the box. 


1650. 


12th January. The commissioners grant £20 out of the box te Archibald 
Aikman and David Kinloch for delivering the bonds te the commissioners, which 
bonds had been “miscareyet the tyme of the pest in anno 1645, and at the 
cleyngeing of Auley M‘Aulay’s hous, and wer keipit be the said Archibald and 
David.” 

It is ordained that the keeper, with the clerk, Hary Osburne and Adam Wat, 
make compt and reckoning with George Halden, anent the bond for 400 merks, 
and the interest thereof. 

The keeper of the signet, Rebert Pringill, and John Nicoll, are ordained to con- 
vene Alexander Leslie and the rest of the young men in Mr. Francis Haye’s chamber, 
“to tak tryell by quhat warrand they writt bills and lettres, seeing thair maister 
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hes left the toun, and to try gif thai haif ony directioun fra their maister to that 
effect.” 


17th JANUARY. Robert Hay’s admission fee of 20 merks paid. 


PENULT of FEBRUARY. Admission of John Somerville, writer, subscribed by 
William Dounie, clerk to the court of justice. 


6th MARCH. Admission of George Ogill. Pays 20 merks. 
13th Marcu. Admission of Alexander Beattoun. 20 merks. 


13th APRIL, Admission of John Nicoll, younger, “and pat in the box xx 
merks, bot wes gevin bak agane to him, becaus he is a wryteris sone and sa a 
privilegit persone.” 


— APRIL. Mr. Alexander Carmichael admitted, 20 merks. 


1652. 


18th Aveust. Admission of Mr. George Cruikshank, prentice to John Sempill, 
as writer to the signet. 


1654. 


25th JANUARY. Admission of Patrick Wilson, writer. Duty, 10 merks. Sub- 
scribed by Mr. John Spreule, one of the clerks of the court of justice. 


13th Marcu. John Sempill, Harie Osburne, Quinten Kennedy, Robert 
Wallace, Richard Guthrie, Mr. Alexander Hamilton, and George Mak, writers to 
the signet, and Samuel Mosley, keeper of the signet, being convened in the new 
session house of Edinburgh, Mr. George Cruikshank, writer to the signet, pro- 
duced a commission subscribed by the commissioners for the administration of justice 
to the people of Scotland, constituting the aforenamed persons commissioners for 
the writers to the signet. 

John Nicoll, elder, produced this book of acts. 

The commissioners elect John Sempill preses for this meeting, and until the 1st 
of June. 

Mr. George Cruikshank is chosen clerk to the meeting, and longer till he be 
discharged. 

Writers are to give up their servants’ names, under pain of 5s. sterling to the 
poor. 

No letters are to be signeted, unless to writers actually residing in Edinburgh. 

‘The box, with the bonds, etc., “ conceaved in favour of the poor of the wryters” 
is to be called in, that what is due to the poor may be recovered. 

Each writer to the signet who has been lately admitted gratis, to pay 20 merks 
for the use of the poor “of the calling,” and those not admitted gratis to pay 
10 merks, 

James Mowat and Thomas Dickson are to be warned to compear before the 
commissioners at their next meeting. 
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George Mak is appointed treasurer. 

Writers who have been admitted since 1652 are ordained to pay to the keeper 
of the signet “conforme to the use and wont of his predecessors keepers of the 
signet wer in use to receive of befoir” as a casualty belonging to his place. 

Writers admitted since the year 1650, to produce their admissions to the clerk 
for registration, and prentices to produce their indentures, 


t 


1655, 


12th JANUARY. William Chalmers, W.S., is added to tho commission. 

Samuel Mosley, keeper of the signet, is elected preses until 1st August next. 

It is ordained that no writer to the signet subscribe for another brother without 
a warrant from “the maister writer of the letters” uuder pain of 20s. sterling, 
and that every servant to any writer shall book himself and pay 5s. sterling to the 
box every time he enters on such service. 


21st FEBRUARY. Admission of Alexander Leslie, writer, by the commissioners 
for administration of justice to the people in Scotland, being examined and found 
qualified by the writers to the signet. Duty 10 merks, His admission is subscribed 
by William Downie, one of the “clerks of justice.” 


lst June. Admission of Mr. David Watsone, writer. Duty, 10 merks, Sub- 
seribed ut supra. 


16th JUNE. Admission of John Alexander, writer. Duty, 10 merks. Sub- 
scribed by James Broune, one of the clerks of the court of justice. 


9th JANUARY. Admission of Mr. John Bayne, writer. Duty 10 merks. Sub- 
seribed by William Downie. ` 


26th JULY. Admission of Andrew Aikman, writer. Duty and subscription ut 
supra. : 


23d NOVEMBER. Admission of Mr. William Charters, after examination taken 
by Quintin Kennedie, Mr. Alexander Hamilton, Richard Guthrie, George Mak, and 
Mr. George Cruickshank, writers to the signet, as commissioners nominated by the 
hon. commissioners for administration of justice. Subscrihed by William Downie. 


27th NOVEMBER. Admission of Mr. James Gilkersone, writer, in similar form. 
The examiners being Richard Guthrie, Mr. Alexander Hamilton, and Robert Wal- 
lace, Duty, 10 merks. Subscription by James Browne. 


4th DECEMBER. Admission of Robert Neill, examined by John Sempill, 
William Chalmers, and Mr. John Bayne. Duty, 10 merks. Subscription by 
William Downie. 


Tth DECEMBER. Admission of Robert Pringill, son of the deceased Robert 
Pringill, writer to the signet. Examined by Robert Wallace, William Chalmers, 
and Mr, James Cheyne. Subscribed by William Downie. 
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1656. 


18th JANUARY. Admission of George Sibbald, examined by the same examiners. 
Duty, 10 merks. Subscribed by W. Downie. ` i 


2d Marom. The commissioners, conform to their commissions, dated 9th Novem- 
ber 1655, being convened in pleno consessu, and “considering the manifold abusses 
that daylie occurres amongs the wryters to the signet, either through Ignorance or 
informaliteis, or at leist through maisters thair inadvertencie to their servants, 
whereby that calling which of old was in much credit, is now rendered somewhat 
contemptible, to the great discuragement of faithfull and able men who studie to 
approve themselfs honestlie in their professione,” do unanimously conclude upon the 
following acts :— 


1. That all admissions of writers to the signet shall be upon recommendation 
of “the tuo pairt” of the commissioncris (their consents not being 
obtained per emandicaia suffragia) to the commissioners for the admini- 
stration of justice, or others having power for the time. 


bo 


. That none be recommended for admission except by the commissioners for 
the writers, who, being convened, shall subscribe the recommendations 
only after due trial of the applicant. 


3. That none be recommended or admitted “but by the deceis or deprivation 
of one of the brethren,” and only such as have served in the said office 
as servant or prentice for seven years. 


4, Calling to mind the truth and honesty of their predecessors, which “ pro- 
ceeded upon their few number,” and that the admission of a multitude 
has only bred manifold disorders, and the want of employment “ has 
drawne upone the maist pairt of them povertie,” it is ordained that none 
shall be recommended or admitted in any way until “ the haill number of 
the ordinar wryters be redacted and retrinshed to the number of thirtie- 
six persones,” and that number never hereafter to be exceeded. 


5. That unity and concord be maintained among the brethren, and any brother 
threatening or injuring another by word or deed shall be, for the first 
fault, suspended until he satisfy the offended party, and pay £20 to the 
box, and for every fault thereafter, suspended, and the fine doubled, 
toties quoties ; and the party offended to have recourse to the commissioners 
for the writers, under pain of £10 to the box. 


6. Any writer convicted judicially for “ falset” shall be deprived simpliciter. 


7. Any writer revealing the secrets of his client to the “ adversar pairtie” to 
be deprived simpliciter. 


8. The old act in ‘regard to subscribing letters or warrants, etc., revived. 


9. The act against writers being procurators or common agents in courts, and 
requiring them to be free men and keep open chambers, revived. 


1656] 


10. 
11. 


12. 


13. 
14. 


15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 


19: 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 
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Act against procuring or erecting any “ new particular office,” revived. 


That no writers write for the clients of others, and whose debts are 
unpaid, 


That no writer write over again any deeds originally formed by another 
writer, under pain of suspension, and fine of £20 to the box. 


The act anent depending upon “ auld servands,” revived. 


That no writer to the signet “tak up publict tavernes or oppen houses 
for selling of meat and drink,’ and those who had already done so to 
“ discharge themselffs thereof” before Martinmas. 


Act against careless writing, blotting, and erasing, revived. 
Act for registration of indentures, revived. 
Act against writers being clerks to any trade, revived. 


That the writers keep quarterly meetings in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, 
and absents to be fined 10 merks. 


That a box be provided for keeping the fines, unlaws, dues, and charitable 
donations, “to be employed for the suply of the decayed wryteris, thair 
wyves and children.” 


That there be a treasurer appointed yearly for keeping the box, and 
employing the money on sufficient security in his own name “ for the 
weill of the body,” the president to have one key and the treasurer the 
other, and the box to be opened, and the money employed only by 
advice of the commissioners. 


That an officer be elected for warning the brethren of meetings, at the 
yearly salary of £20. 


That all treasurers and collectors who have hitherto acted be exonered 
and discharged on production of their rolls, etc., before the com- 
missioners. 


That each writer pay on admission 20 merks; and that at the close of 
each session, two or three days before the rising thereof, every writer 
pay to the box 12s. Scots, or more if he pleases. 


No writers or their servants to attest any bonds of cautionery in 
suspensions, lawborrows, looseing of arrestments, etc., under pain of £20 
Scots for each offence. 


That a procurator fiscal be elected for the writers yearly, who shall “ pas 
through the bretheren’s chalmers and tak tryell” of enormities, etc. and 
report monthly to the commissioners. 

2N 
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1657. 


2d FEBRUARY. Ratification of all former acts. 
George Mak is elected treasurer for the year, and William Ros procurator fiscal. 
Alexander Forrest is continued for the year as officer. 


21st OCTOBER. New commission, by Sir William Lockhart of Ley, younger, 
one of his highness’s Council in Scotland, in favour of John Sempill, James 
Campbell, Robert Wallace, Mr. Alexander Hamilton, Alexander Beatone, Mr. John 
Bayue, Mr. James Cheyne, Arthur Stratoun, Mr. Robert Hamilton, Robert Hamilton, 
James Allan, Alexander Leslie, “writers to the signet and keeper of the signet for 
the tyme, or any fyve of them, the keiper being always one.” Dated at Paris, 25th 
June 1657. 

Act of acceptance of said commission, which was presented by Mr. John 
Lockart, keeper of the signet, and opened and read by Mr. George Cruickshank, 
clerk to the writers. 

Mr. John Bayne and John Rouane appointed to meet with George Mak, 
treasurer, to “ sight” the box, and report to next meeting. 

William Ros, procurator fiscal, gives up the names of Patrick Done, John 
Trotter, Daniel Cathcart, David Rattray, John M‘Kenzie, and Adam Nisbet for 
keeping “chalmers” while they are not writers to the signet; and Robert Alexander, 
Archibald Gibsone, and Patrick Wilsone, for subscribing the letters of the aforesaid 
persons. They are all cited to compear on the 26th inst., within the Parliament 
house. 


1658. 


14th APRIL. Sederunt, commissioners, Robert Wallace, Mr. James Cheyne, 
Mr. John Bayne, Mr. Robert Hamiltone, James Allan, and James Crawfurd, “ keiper 
deputt of the signet.” 

The said James Crawfurd is nominated preses for the present meeting. 

Mr. John Bayn reported anent the box, that he had several times spoken to 
George Mak, treasurer, who promised to draw up an account of his intromissions 
with the moneys and papers belonging to the writers’ box, but had not done so; 
and the said George Mak being warned to this meeting, and questioned on the 
matter, answered that “he behooved to have ane competent tyme” to prepare the 
account, which, heing considered, the commissioners ordain him to give to Mr. 
George Cruickshank, their clerk, “ane formall and exact compt” of the moneys, 
bonds, etc., since the 13th day of March 1654, betwixt and the 24th instant, under 
pain of suspension. 

George Sibbald, cited for contravention of the acts, and not compearing, is 
warned to the next meeting. 

John M‘Kenzie, agent, being “convened” before the commissioners as servant 
to the said George Sibbald, contrary to the acts, und interrogated “whether he 
writt his oune employment or George Sibbald’s,” declared that “all he did was in 
George Sibbald’s chalmer, and for his hehoof, being his propper imployment.” 


1658] ABSTRACT OF MINUTES 279 


And some of the commissioners being informed that the said John M‘Kenzie had 
written letters of lawborrows at his own instance against several persons in 
Kirkealdy, he was desired to produce the same, which he did: and the commis- 
sioners finding that they were informal and contrary to the act of Parliament, 
ordain them to remain in the clerk’s hands till George Sibbald, the subscriber thereof, 
compear. 

The commissioners being informed by their procurator fiscal that John Trotter, 
Adam Nishet, Daniel Cathcart, Mr. William Lawder, Ninian Nicoll, David Ratrie, 
John Crawfurd, and Henrie Innes, keep open chambers, take prentices, and write 
letters, to the prejudice of the brethren and general office, they discharge all 
writers to the signet from subscribing the bills, letters, or precepts of the said 
persons, under pain of deprivation. 

Patrick Don, cited for the same offences, and not compearing, is warned to the 
next meeting, when, if it should appear that he is “doing his endeavour” to get 
himself admitted writer, they will take the condition to their consideration. 

Patrick Wilsone, cited for contravening the acts, and not compearing, the com- 
missioners forbid his letters, etc, to be signed till he compear to answer super 
inquirendis, 

Archibald Gibsone, charged with subscribing letters for agents, etc., denies the 
same, and engages to avoid that fault under pain of deprivation. 

Robert Alexander, delated for the same fault, and not compearing, is warned to 
the next meeting. 

John Somervaill, who was lately suspended for writing letters of horning “ dis- 
conforme” to the warrant, gave in a bill confessing his “‘escaip,” and humbly 
desiring to be reponed, which is granted. 

Next meeting is appointed for the 19th inst. 


19th APRIL. Sederunt, John Sempill, Robert Wallace, Mr. Alexander Hamilton, 
Mr. John Bayne, Mr. Robert Hamilton, Alexander Beatoune, Alexander Leslie, 
James Allane, James Crawfurd, “ keeper depute” of the signet. 

James Crawfurd is continued preses of the present meeting. 

George Sibbald, convened for keeping John M‘Kenzie in his chamber, who was 
a common agent, against the act “that young wryters sall not keip old servants for 
colouring of thair ignorance,” and for subscribing letters written by him “as his 
oune imployment,” confessed that he was ignorant of any such act; and as to sub- 
scribing the letters, confessed the fault, and that he subscribed fide implicita, and 
was now content to submit himself to the censure of the commissioners; also the 
said John M'Kenzie confessed that “ he was onlie in the wrong in presenting of such 
letters to be subscryved be him, and promised that he wold goe betuixt him and 
any danger that he might incurr thairby.” The commissioners ordered the said 
George Sibbald to put away the said John M'Kenzie“ furth of his wryting chamber,” 
and ordered them both to pay to the box £20 Scots; and the said John to relieve 
the said George thereof in terms of his promise. 

Alexander Aikenhead, writer, and Adam Nisbet, common agent, cited for keeping 
an open chamber together, and taking prentices, contrary to the acts, the latter 
compeared, denied that he kept a chamber with the said Alexander Aikenhead, his 
father-in-law, and affirmed that the benefit of the chamber accrued to the said 
Alexander only. Being desired to retire for a little until the commissioners should 
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deliberate as to further examination, the said Adam “went his way abruptlie.” 
Alexander Aikenhead did not compear. The commissioners therefore order that 
no letters written by the latter be signeted until both the accused appear to answer 
super inquirendis. 

Patrick Wilson, compearing, denied that he subscribed letters for agents; but 
confessed “the exercesing of ane uther office and imployment at Kirkaldie by being 
ane waiter,” for which he received a “sallarie from the Inglishes.” He is suspended. 


26th APRIL. Sederunt, James Campbell, Mr. Alexander Hamilton, Robert 
Wallace, Alexander Leslie, Mr. Robert Hamilton, James Allane, and James Crawfurd, 
keeper depute. 

James Crawfurd continued preses for the present meeting. 

George Sibbald, compearing, declared that he was “much weighted” for giving 
offence, and intended “to walk more cautiouslie” for the future; and that in 
obedience to their order he had put away John M‘Kenzie; therefore desiring that 
his letters might be signed as formerly, and a competent time allowed for payment 
of his fine. The commissioners give way to his writing and subscribing letters, 
and order the same to be signeted until next meeting: but if the fine shall not 
be paid betwixt and then, the former sentence shall stand in full force. It is 
ordered that no letters written by John M‘Kenzie be signeted until the fine be 
paid. 

George Mak, having given in his account, the keeper of the signet, James 
Allan, and the clerk, are appointed to revise it. 

Alexander Aikenhead, compeared on the former charge, and denied the faults. 
He was questioned in regard to one Lyell, who wrote in his chamber, whether he 
was servant to him or to Adam Nisbet. He affirmed that he was apprentice to 
himself. He was ordered, to produce the indenture within fifteen days for proof, 
and if not, his letters should be stopped at the signet. 

John Alexander, “convened” for keeping an old servant, who had been prentice 
to Thomas Dickson, writer, and so was longer at the calling than the said John; 
and also for keeping in his chamber a boy who “is actuall servant” to Mr. William 
Lauder, a common agent; and for writing for the said Mr. William “at ane feckless 
and unworthie pryce below the ordinar rait of wryting.” The said John Alexander 
declared, in regard to the first charge, that his servant had not been so long at the 
calling as himself, but if it would please the commissioners he would put him away ; 
in regard to the second charge, that the boy alleged to be actual servant to Mr. 
William Lauder, was only with him on trial; and as to writing for the latter at 
“ane feckles pryce,” he denied the same. Being desired to declare “the trewth of 
what he exacted” from the said Mr. William, he said “that he conceived it not 
handsome for him to declair or mak known to any.” Being removed for a 
little, and again called, and required to state the “trew pryce,” he “ plainlie 
refused.” Therefore his letters were ordered to be stopped until he should declare 
the price. 

Richard Guthrie, writer, to be warned to next meeting, being Monday next, 3d 
May. 


31st May 1658. Sederunt, Mr. James Cheyne, Alexander Bettone, Alexander 
Leslie, James Allane, Robert Hamilton, James Crawford, keeper depute. 
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James Crawfurd produced a bond granted by John M‘Kenzie for £20 of fine 
lately imposed upon him by the commissioners, and the bond is to be kept by the 
said James till next meeting. 

George Mak, cited, and not compearing, is warned to the next meeting, 

Alexander Aikenheid’s letters are ordered to be stopped till he produce the 
indenture between him and Lyell. 

John Alexander compeared, and having given satisfaction in regard to the 
various charges against him, was rebuked. 

The commissioners order that no letters written be Mr. Alexander Forrest, their 
officer, be signeted, until “ he tak him to ane maister.” 


4th Avcust. Indenture of William Robertson, son of Henrie Robertson, 
merchant burgess of Edinburgh, prentice to Mr. William Henrysone, W.S., for 
four years from his entry on 17th June 1658. Duty, 10 merks. 


6th Aucust. Indenture of James Patoune, son of John Patoune of Middle- 
Bellilisk, prentice to Mr. Robert Hamilton, W.S., for three years from date 10th 
January 1658. 10 merks. 

Andrew Young declared himself to be servitor to Richard Guthrie, W.S., since 
January 1657. Duty, 10 merks. 

William Guthrie declared himself servitor to said Richard Guthrie since 
November 1655. Paid “conform to order.” 

Mr. Alexander Pantone booked as prentice to Richard Guthrie since January 
1658. Paid 10 merks, 

Robert Muschet, son of Robert Muschet of Craighead, booked as servant to 
John Nicoll, elder, W.S., since November 1656. 10 merks, 

Allane Thomson booked as servant to John Muir since June 1654. Paid 
conform. 

John M‘Kenzie booked as servant and prentice to Robert Alexander, W.S., 
since May 1658. 10 merks. 5 

Mr. Alexander Irving, as servant and prentice to Mr. Alexander Hamilton, 
since November 1656. 10 merks. 

George Will, servant to William Chalmers, since November 1654. 10 merks, 

John Halden, servant to John Alexander, since June 1656. 10 merks. 

John Williamson, servant to John Alexander, since December 1657. 10 merks. 

James Wilkie, prentice and servant to James Crystie, sinco November 1655. 
10 merks. 

Indenture of Mr, William Sydserff, son of the late Mr. George Sydserff, minister 
at the kirk of Cock[burnspath], prentice to Robert Hay for three years since Ist July 
1657. 10 merks. Archibald Sydserff, bailie of Edinburgh, his uncle, consents. 

Indenture of James Crichtoun, son of the late James Crichtoun of Westeradie, 
prentice to Mr. William Henrysone, for five years from 29th March 1658. Laurence 
Mercer, merchant burgess of Edinburgh, consenter. 10 merks. 

Indenture of William Hay, son to Mr. Alexander Hay of Baro, prentice to 
Robert Hay, for three years from Whitsunday last. 10 merks, 


Tth Aucust. William Nicoll booked as servant to John Nicoll, elder. 10 
merks. 
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16th OCTOBER. Admission of Walter Ewing, sometime prentice to John 
Sempill, as writer to the signet. 20 merks. 


lst NOVEMBER. Admission of Bartholomew Robertson, sometime prentice to 
Mr. Alex. Hamilton, as writer to the signet. £12. 

Indenture of Alexauder Forbes, son of the late William Forbes in Kinstair, 
prentice to Mr. Robert Hamilton, for two years since 9th August last. 10 merks. 

Indenture of Alexander Binnie, son of the late John Binnie, merchant burgess of 
Edinburgh, prentice to Mr. Robert Hamilton since 10th February 1657. 10 merks. 

Indenture of Harie Grahame, son of Robert Grahame of Boshelsholme, prentice to, 
Mr. William Thomson: date 13th February 1658. 10 merks. 


24th November. Sederunt, John Sempill, James Campbell, Robert Wallace, 
Mr. Alexander Hamilton, Mr. James Cheyne, Arthur Straton, Mr, John Bayne, 
Robert Hamilton, Mr. Robert Hamilton, James Allan, James Crawfurd, keeper 
depute of the signet. 

Intimation is ordered to be made to servants and prentices to pay their dues 
to the box. ; 

A general meeting of the writers appointed for Monday next in the Parliament 
House, for “ discovery of abuses.” 

James Crawfurd, keeper of the signet, James Allan, and Mr. George Cruick- 
shank give in report of George Mak’s account, and of the contents of the box. 

The papers in the box are :— 


1, Bond by Sir Archibald Douglas of Mains, for 1000 merks: dated 21st 
November 1644. 


2. Assignation of said bond by Thomas M‘Awlay to the writers to the 
signet: 18th April 1645. 


3. Decreet of registration of said bond: 10th January 1656. 


4. Horning raised thereon against Archibald Douglas of Spot and Sir 
Robert Douglas of Blackerstoun. 


5. Bond by Alexander Crichton, in Glenquhikine, etc., for 200 merks: 12th 
July 1636. Recorded in books of council and session, 10th Jan. 1640. 


6. Assignation of same by Thos. M‘Awlay, 13th July 1636. 


7. Bond by John Kello, merchant in the Canongate, for 400 merks. 25th 
July 1645. 


8. Bond by Mr. Alexander Hay, younger, writer, for 500 merks. 4th Nov. 
1635, Recorded in books of council and session, 5th March 1644. 


9. Assignation thereof by Thomas M‘Awlay, 9th Nov. 1635. 


10. Bond by Robert Kirkwod, W.S., and William, his eldest son, for 300 
merks: 28th June 1638. Registered, ut supra, 28th Nov. 1644. 


11. Assignation thereof by Thomas M‘Awlay to the writers, 28th June 1838. 
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George Mak, treasurer, charges himself with £789, 14s. 4d. from Sir Robert 
Douglas, in part payment of byrun annualrents, and partly from Mark Cas of 
Cockpen. 


29th DECEMBER. Admission of Daniel Cathcart, son of the late William 
Cathcart of Waterhcid, as W.S. 20 merks. 


1659. 
18th JANUARY. James Allan appointed treasurer. 


The aforementioned bonds are delivered to the said James Allane, together 
with the following :— 


1. Bond by Robert Pringle, W.S., and John Ker, his brother-in-law, for 
£310, 7s. 8d. Scots, 11th February 1656, with extract of same as 
registered, 24th July 1658. 


2. Bond by John Mackenzie for £20 Scots, due to the box. 


3. Bond by George Mak, late treasurer, for the amount intromitted with by 
him for his own use. 


Mr. George Cruickshank, gave in an exact account of all the ten merks uplifted 
by him from writers’ apprentices and servants in August 1658, amounting to 328 
merks, which was now delivered to James Allane, treasurer. The said Mr. George 
declared that, though the act allowed him to retain 5 merks of every 10; he 
should not do so, “for the respect he owes to the weill of the bodie of the calling.” 

The said Mr. George also delivered to the treasurer several “tickets” for pay- 
ment of “several other ten merks” for the use of the box, for terms already past, 
which, together with the aforesaid sums, amounted to 908 merks; for all which the 
said James Allane signed receipt, which is also signed by J. Crawford, “I. P. Com.” 


18th JANUARY. Sederunt, Mr. Alexander Hamilton, Mr. James Cheyne, Mr. 
John Bayne, Mr. Robert Hamilton, Alexander Beaton, James Crawfurd, depute 
keeper of the signet. 

The act for giving up the names of servants, with “ane little paterne of thair 
hand wrytt” revived, also that their dues be paid before the 1st of February. 

Mr. Alexander Forrest, officer to the writers, having given in a bill. before the 
commissioners, “creaving soumes of pley outt of the box for furnishing him with 
cloths, and to tak consideratione of his present povertie,” the treasurer is authorised 
to buy clothes for him to the extent of £40 Scots. 

The treasurer is also ordered to pay to Cristiane Watt, spouse to Harie Neillson 
(a poor woman),.the sum of £30, 16s. Scots, due to her by the said Mr. Alexander 
Forrest, for meat and drink furnished by her to him. 

James Whyt, son of Antone Whyt, W.S., having several times craved supply, 
the treasurer is ordered to pay him 20s. sterling. 

Marion Cuninghame, relict of William Neilson, writer to the signet, having 
supplicated for some help in her distress, she is allowed for the present 20s, sterling, 
and 4s. sterling per month, 

There is here engrossed a supplication presented by’ the College of Justice to 
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the commissioners for administration of justice to the people of Scotland, against 
the Provost and Bailies of Edinburgh, against an “exorbitant excyse” imposed by 
them on wine, ale, and beer. 


10th FEBRUARY. Archibald Gibson, W.S, craves supply in his present sickness, 
and receives £20 scots. 


23d FEBRUARY. The “greatest part” of the writers to the signet being convened 
in the signet chamber, they appoint a committee to act for them anent the impost 
on wine, ale, and beer, viz., the commissioners, and also John Wilkie, James 
Crystie, John Rouan, Mr. George Cruickshank, Hew Paterson, and John Muir. 


16th Marcu. Security is appointed to be taken for the amount still due by 

George Mak, late treasurer. 

` The dues of prentices and servants still in arrear, to be paid before 15th June 
next; and those who fail to do so, their master shall pay double according to the 
ancient custom ; and none shall be admitted as writers to the signet whose prentice 
dues are still owing. - ‘ 

Mr. James Cheyn and Mr. David Watsoun compeared to answer to a charge 
of “minassing” one another, and acknowledged there was a discord betwixt them 
in William Dounie’s chamber, anent the filling up of a blank paper. The case is 
continued, as the commissioners “could not sitt any longer by reason of their 
uther urgent effaires,” i 

The said Mr. David Watsoun, being “ convened ” for writing a bill of general 
declarator upon a gift of escheat, without the Advocate-General’s name inserted 
therein, and acknowledging his fault, the case is continued as above. 

Robert Alexander, cited for cutting a summons of reduction, and joining another 
summons of improbation thereto, confessed he had subscribed the former summons, 
but was no way accessory to the cutting of it. 


22d Marcu. Sederunt, Mr. Alexander Hamilton, Mr. Robert Hamilton, Robert 
Hamilton, Mr. John Bayn, Alexander Beatoun, Alexander Leslie, James Crawfurd, 
keeper depute of the signet. 

Mr. David Watson and Mr. James Cheyn, cited for the discord aforementioned, 
and the former only compearing, they are ordered to pay £20 each to the box, and 
in the meantime are suspended till payment be made, 

Mr. George Straitoun, son to the deceased James Straitoun, W.S., craves supply, 
and the treasurer is ordered to lay out £40 for redeeming the supplicant’s clothes, 
which he had pledged. 


5th Aprit.—The fine imposed on Mr. David Watson and Mr. James Cheyn is 
modified to 20 merks, to be paid betwixt them equally. 

Archibald Gibson, craving help, is allowed 40 merks by weekly instalments of 
5 merks, 

James Forrest, son to the deceased Mr. Patrick Forrest, advocate, craves help, 
and is allowed 20 merks, payable by 20s. weekly. 

Mr. Patrick Glesfoord, late sheriff depute of Fife, craves supply, and is allowed 
from the box £20 towards maintenance of himself, his ‘wife and children. 
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9th May. The said Mr. Patrick Glesfoord receives a further supply of 20 merks. 


7th JUNE. Archibald Gibson, W.S., “who hes lyn seik this whyll bypast,” is 
allowed 5 merks weekly during his sickness, to be paid from 8th May last to the 
15th of August next, at least. 


2d SEPTEMBER. Allowances are made to Mr. Archibald Gibson, W.S., £20; 
to Judith Nairne, relict of Mr. Alexander Carmichael, W.S., £20; to Bethea 
Maxwell, relict of Thomas Edzer, W.S., £20; to Mr. Alexander Forrest, officer to 
the writers, 20 merks. 


lst NovemBER. On supplication from John Stewart, sometime officer to the 
writers, he is allowed £20. 

In regard of the continued sickness of Archibald Gibson, an allowance of 5 
merks weekly is granted till January next. 


1660. 


JANUARY. In consideration of the “distrest conditioun” of the said Archibald 
Gibson, by reason of his continued sickness “and great povertie,’ an allowance is 
granted of 4 merks weekly till the 1st of May next; and to Mr. Alexander Forrest, 
their officer, 13s. 4d. weekly till 1st May. 


17th Novemper. Commission is produced by Mr. William Scharpe, keeper of 
his majesty’s signet, granted and subscribed by John, Earl of Lauderdale, principal 
secretary of state for Scotland, in favour of “Mr. William Scharpe, keeper deput 
of .his majestie’s signet, for and under me, James Campbell, John Wilkie, Robert 
Hay, Robert Hamiltoun, Mr. Robert Hamiltoun, Adam Watt, Mr. James Farquhair- 
sone, Johne Bayne, or any four of them, the said keeper of the signet being always 
one, and sine qua non.” 

Mr. Alexander Forrest is admitted as officer during the pleasure of the commis- 
sioners, and is sworn. 

The officer is ordered to warn James Allan, late treasurer, Mr. George Cruick- 
shank, late clerk, and William Ros, late procurator fiscal to the commissioners, 
writers to the signet, in the time of the late usurpers, to appear before the commis- 
sioners on Monday the 19th inst, and the said clerk to produce the “Book of 
Register” in bis custody. 

Eodem die at 4 o'clock p.m. Admission of John Cunynghame, late prentice and 
sérvant to James Campbell, W.S. His commission is engrossed at length. 


19th NOVEMBER. The late clerk, treasurer, and procurator fiscal compear in 
obedience to the warning, and the said clerk, having produced the “book and 
register,” is discharged thereof, and declared no longer clerk; William Ros is 
discharged of his office of fiscal; and James Allan is admitted treasurer “and 
keiper of the public box” during the commissioners’ pleasure, and is sworn. 

Mr. Robert Hamilton is appointed clerk to the writers. 

The officer is ordered to warn all writers to the signet, and all others pretending 
to be so, during the late usurpation, to be at the meeting of the commissioners 
to-morrow at ten o'clock, in the parliament hall. 

20 
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20th November. The commissioners having met, accordingly, and with them 
a great number of other writers, and also of those pretending they had liberty to 
be writers to the signet, during the usurpation, Mr. William Sharp, keeper of 
the signet, as preses, made intimation of the commission recently granted by 
John, Earl of Lauderdale, and in accordance therewith required all of them to 
produce their warrants of admission, and to exhibit them before the said keeper, 
and Mr. Robert Hamilton, clerk, in the signet chamber on Wednesday the 21st 
inst, and on Thursday the 22d, between the hours of nine morning and four afternoon: 
discharging all those not lawfully admitted by the lord’s secretaries for the time, 
or by such as had power from his majesty or his royal progenitors, from exercising 
the said office of writer to the signet at their peril. i 

Mr. Archibald Law, writer, “ane poor man,” praying for supply, the treasurer 
is ordered to give him three rex dollars, and that without any more to be given 
him hereafter.” 


21st and 22d NOVEMBER. The writers admitted between 1608 and 1650, and 
now surviving, produce their commissions, which, being inspected by the said keeper 
and clerk, are minuted and returned to their owners. 


1661. 


15th FEBRUARY. Mr. James Farquharson and John Bayne now accept the 
commission, and are sworn. 

On supplication by Rebecca Logan, relict of Archibald Gibson, W.S., the weekly 
allowance of 2 merks for her and her child, which had fallen in arrear, is ordered 
to be continued as from 10th December last, to the Ist of June next. 

Admission of Mr. David Watsone, sometime prentice and servant to the late 
Harie Osbourne, W.S. His commission is engrossed. 


5th APRIL, Sederunt, Mr. William Scharpe, keeper of the signet, James Campbell, 
Adam Watt, Mr. James Farquhairsone, John Bayne, John Wilkie, Robert Hay, 
James Christie, Mr. Robert Hamiltoun. à - - 

Admission of Mr. George Cruikschank, sometime prentice and servant to John 
Sempill, W.S. 

Katherine Nisbet, relict of George Watsone, W.S., craving help for herself and 
fatherless children, James Chrystie and Mr. Robert Hamiltoun are ordained to 
inquire into her condition, and to report. 

The treasurer is ordered to pay 20s. weekly to Mr. Alexander Forrest, officer, 
till further orders. 


10th APRIL. Admission of Hugh Patersone, sometime prentice and servant to 
Richard Guthrie, W.S. 
Admission of Andrew Young, late prentice and servant to Richard Guthrie. 


llth APR. Admission of John Mure, sometime prentice and servant to 
Alexander Douglas, W.S. 
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Admission of Mr. William Charters, sometime prentice and servant to the late 
Quintene Kennedy. 
Admission of John Alexander, sometime servant to the late James Tinto, W.S. 


24th June. Writers on admission are to pay 20 merks to the box, and to the 
clerk 5 merks for their acts of admission. 

The treasurer is ordered “to cause furnische Mr. Alexander Forrest, their 
officer, in clothes and others abulziement to the availl of fourtie pounds Scots,” and 
to pay him £12 in payment of all arrears. 

James Campbell and John Bayne are appointed to revise what is in the box 
in money, bonds, or tickets, and to report their opinion thereon, and as to what 
should be done for collecting debts, etc. 

Robert Hay and James Chrystie are appointed to revise the book and register, 
and to consider and report what acts should be revived and what rescinded. 

Walter Paterson, W.S., being reported on as subscribing letters, etc., although he 
keeps no public chamber, his letters are ordered to be stopped at the signet until 
the keeper speak with him and receive satisfaction. 

Mr. William Sharp, keeper of the signet, James Campbell, and John Bayne, 
W.S., are appointed to speak with Mr. Patrick Brown, presenter of the signatures, 
and earnestly to desire him to receive no signatures to be passed in Exchequer, 
except they be subscribed on the back by a writer to his majesty’s signet, as was 
ever the custom. 

A missive letter from the Earl of Lauderdale to the commissioners, commending 
them for their diligence, and promising his assistance towards the correction of 
abuses, is engrossed; and a thankful reply ordered to be drawn up. 

Robert Hamilton, one of the clerks of the session, to be warned to appear at the 
next meeting, in reference to his continuing to subscribe signet letters, etc. to the 
prejudice of the calling. d 


29th June. Admission of William Ros, sometime prentice and servant to the 
late Hew Ross, W.S. 

Admission of Mr. William Thomesone, sometime prentice and servant to 
Robert Alexander, W.S. 

Admission of James Crawfurd, sometime prentice and servant to James 
Campbell, W.S. 

Admission of John Kennedie, lawful son of the late Quintene Kennedie, writer 
to the signet. 

Admission of Archibald Gibson, late prentice and servant to John Rowan, W.S. 

William Ros, W.S., is appointed procurator fiscal to the writers, 


.5th JULY. Admission of James Johnston, late prentice and servant to Robert 
Hamilton, W.S. 


8th JULY. Admission of Alexander Leslie, late prentice and servant to the 
late Mr. Francis Hay, W.S. 4 

Admission of Mr. John Bayne, sometime prentice and servant to John 
Sempill, W.S. 
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16th JuLY. Admission of John Crawfurd, sometime prentice and servant to 
James Campbell, W.S. 

Admission of Mr. Archibald Nisbet, sometime servant to Mr. Robert Hamil- 
toun, W.S. 

Admission of George Dallas, sometime prentice and servant to Mr. Jobn 
Bayne, W.S. 

Admission of Walter Ewing, sometime prentice and servant to John Sempill, W.S. 

Admission of Walter Stewart, sometime prentice and servant to Mr. William 
Henrysone, W.S. 

Katherine Nisbet, relict of George Watson, to receive 10 rex dollars. 

James Campbell and John Bayne, to revise the box. 

The lately admitted writers to be warned to pay each of them to the box 
20 merks, 

Robert Hamilton to be warned to compear before the commissioners on Monday 
next at 10 o'clock, to answer at the instance of their procurator fiscal for writing to 
the signet, now that he is one of the ordinary clerks of the session, and John Nicoll 
elder, Richard Guthrie, George Mack, and Alexander Douglas, four of the old 
writers to the signet, to be advertised to meet with the commissioners to give their 
assistance and advice in the matter. 


23d JULY. The commissioners having met accordingly, and the four old writers 
with them, and also Arthur Straton and Mr. George Cruickshank, two others of the 
brethren, William Ros gave in the bill of complaint against the aforesaid Robert 
Hamilton, who was ordained to give in his answers in writing on 10th August next. 


Tth Aveust, Admission of Mr. Archibald Menzies, sometime prentice and 
servant to John Semple, W.S. 


4th Novemper. Intimation ordered to be made to the writers to the signet by 
their officer, “that the signet is to be patent to all persones having enteres in the 
tyme of wynter and sommer sessions, from eight houres in the morning to twelve 
houres before noone, and from two houres to sex houres in the efternoone; and in 
tyme of vacance from ten houres to twelve houres before noone, and from two to 
fonr houres in the efternoone (the efternoone of everie Satterday, and the forenoone 
of everie Monday being excepted), and if any persone or persones before or efter 
the honres respective abone specifeit sall offer letters to be signeted, the writer to 
his majesty’s signet subseryving them must certifie under his hand that necessarlie 
they requyre to be dispatched. 

The acts relating to subscription of letters, and mention of the servant writer 
thereof ; also in reference to a register of the handwriting of writers’ prentices and 
servants, and against subscribing for absent brethren, renewed. 

The letters of those lately admitted, but who have not paid their admission duty 
of 20 merks, to be stopped till they produce to the keeper of the signet a certificate 
of payment. : 

It is ordained that the commissioners meet at the signet chamber on the first 
Monday of each month, at 10 A.M., for “ ordering the affaires of the calling.” 
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14th NOVEMBER. Admission of Andrew Aikman, sometime prentice and 
servant to the late Robert Pringle. 


166 2. 


6th January.’ Mr. William Scharpe, keeper of the signet, intimated that it 
was the pleasure of John, Earl of Lauderdale, secretary, that Mr. David Watsone, 
be added to the commission, which was accordingly done. 

Mr. Robert Hamilton and Mr. David Watsone, appointed to visit the officer, 
Mr. Alex. Forrest, to inquire as to his long absence, the keeper of the signet 
reporting that “he could not have him when he had to doe for wairneing the 
commissioneris to meetings,” etc, and that “he had at night latelie found him 
crossing the hie streets without his cloake, and when he asked him what way he 
wanted his cloake, he answered that it wes taken from him.” It was also reported 
that the said Mr. Alexander was sick. 

“The whole bodie of the calling” to be warned to meet on the 13th inst., so 
that the commissioners may “commoun and speake with the whole brethrene of 
the calling anent the effaires thereof.” 


13th JANUARY. Within the inner house of the parliament house. 

In the general meeting called as aforesaid, the commissioners with consent of 
the brethren, ordain that any brother who has any overture for “remeid of any 
enormities committed be those in the bill chamber to the prejudice. of the calling or 
their clients,” do submit the same to the commissioners in the signet chambers that 
day eight days. 

Mr. Robert Hamilton and Mr. David Watson report anent Mr. Alexander 
Forrest, the officer, “that they saw him lying in bed in the house of Margaret 
Spindie, widow, in Stevenlawes close, and that he affirmed himself to be verie 
sicke; and that they inquyred at him how it wes that he wanted his cloake which 
he received latelie from the treasurer of the box. He answered that it was taken 
from him for ane old debt; and the said Margaret Spindie declared that scho con- 
ceaved he had not so much sickeness as lazieness and griefe or shame through the 
want of his cloake, and that he had not risen that his bed micht be made this 
moneth.” The commissioners considering “that it was not ane new fault” for the 
said officer to have his cloake taken for debt, and that he “wes ane evill attender 
for dischargeing of the calling,” therefore, with consent of the whole brethren, they 
depose the said Mr. Alexander Forrest from the office; but in the meantime grant 
him an allowance of 13s. 4d. weekly. 

Edward Nisbet, writer, having presented supplication to be admitted to the 
place of officer, is appointed and sworn. 

Mr. David Watson is appointed treasurer for one year. 

Mr. James Farquharsone craves discharge of his cautionery in the bond 
granted by the late Mr. Alexander Hay, younger, writer, to the late Thomas 
M‘Awlay, treasurer to the writers, for 500 merks, on the ground of his distressed con- 
dition through losses sustained during the last eighteen years. The commissioners 
appoint Mr. Alexander Hamilton and Mr. John Bayne to speak with the said Mr. 
James, and to ask what sum he would give for his discharge, and on their reporting 
that he offered to pay 200 merks, the commissioners, with consent of the brethren, 
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agree to grant discharge of the said cautionery, without prejudice to their right to 
sue the heirs of the said Mr. Alexander Hay for the payment of the remainder. 
It is also ordained that hereafter no money be lent from the box to any writer to 
the signet, and that no writer be accepted as cautioner for any other person 
borrowing therefrom. 

Marion Cunynghame, relict of William Neilson, and Judith Nairne, relict of 
Mr. Alexander Carmichaell, craving help, their petitions are referred to the next 
meeting of the commissioners. 

Admission of Daniel Cathcart, sometime servant to the late Robert Wallace, 
Richard Guthrie, and Hugh Paterson, W.S. 


14th January. Admission of George Sibbald, sometime prentice and servant 
to John Lermont, W.S. 


20th JANUARY. John Bayne and John Wilkie ordained to speak to Sir 
William Bruce, clerk of the hills, anent faults committed in his chamber. 

James Allan, late treasurer, ordered to give in his accounts and writs belonging 
to the box, to James Campbell and John Bayne for their inspection. 

Lately admitted writers ordered to pay their dues to the box. 

Judith Nairne, Beatrix Maxwell, and Marian Cunyngham, suppliants, referred 
to next meeting. ; 

On supplication by Edward Nisbet, officer, it is recommended that each writer 
pay to him yearly at Handsell Monday, one shilling sterling, as used to be done to 
former officers. 


28th APRIL. All writers admitted by the Earl of Lauderdale warned to pay 
their 20 merks to the box. © 


29th APRIL. Admission of Patrick Don, sometime servant to Robert Pringle, 
John Nicoll, elder, and Alexander Leslie, W.S. 


7th JULY. Four commissioners appointed to audit James Allan’s accounts, 

The treasurer, Mr. D. Watson, ordered to pay £20 each to Beatrix Maxwell, 
relict of Thomas Edzar, Marion Cunyngham, relict of William Neilson, and 
Rebecca Logan, relict of Archibald Gibson, and to Judith Nairne, relict of Alex. 
Carmichaell, an “indigent seeklie widow having three children,” the sum of £24. 

Edward Nisbet, officer, claiming £20 Scots of yearly fee according to use and 
wont, is ordered to make that appear by any former act; and in the meantime, for 
his good service and present indigence, they grant him 20s. sterling. 

William Ros, the procurator fiscal, is ordered to give in account of what is 
required for extracting a protestation at the instance of the writers against Robert 
Pringle, writer, who has suspended them for a debt due by him to the box. 


4th Aucust. Admission of Mr. William Cheislie, sometime prentice and 
servant to the late John Semple, W.S. 


20th NOVEMBER. Admission of John Alexander, late prentice and servant to 
Robert Alexander, W.S. 
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8th DECEMBER. Admission of William Lockart, late prentice and servant to 
the late John Semple, W.S. 


1663. 


5th JANUARY. The accounts of James Allan, late treasurer, to be audited. 

Mr. William Scharpe delivered to the treasurer £269, 12s. 4d. Scots, received 
from Archibald Douglas of Spott, in payment of interest of principal sum due by 
him to the box up to Martinmas 1661. 

Mr. James Farquharson to be warned to pay the 200 merks promised by him 
for discharge of his cautionery, wt supra, under pain of being proceeded against for 
the principal amount. 


12th January. The college of justice, viz. the advocates, clerks of the 
session, and writers to his majesty’s signet, being convened in the inner parliament 
house, Mr. John Eleis, dean of faculty, intimated that two years since it was agreed 
betwixt him and some other members of the college of justice, and the town council 
of Edinburgh, that the members of said college who had land in Edinburgh should 
only pay therefor three months’ cess or stent, viz., two to the behoof of the lords of 
session, and one at the beginning of the uplifting of the excise for supplying the 
deficiency of his majesty’s annuity from the excise within the burgh and suburbs, 
which cess was agreed to be paid according to one in the hundred, as it was in 
the time of the late English usurpers; and therefore the said dean desired that the 
cess should be paid in terms of the agreement. 

The said dean of faculty also represented that Andrew Lothian, merchant in 
Edinburgh, was installed as keeper of the parliament house in the time of “the 
late cessation of administration of justice” by the provost and council of Edinburgh, 
although formerly the appointment belonged to the lords of session. It was there- 
fore ordained that the said Andrew should show his warrant, and if it was found 
to proceed only from the magistrates, he should bè dismissed, unless he should 
procure his warrant from the lords of session. 

The dean of faculty desired that some of the advocates; clerks, and writers, be 
nominated to represent to the lord chancellor, lord treasurer depute, and clerk of 
registers, the case of the noblemen and others who were put to the horn for not 
payment of his majesty’s feu, blench, and other dues to the exchequer, and were 
debarred from pursuing or defending their causes, and to desire a continuation of 
execution on the grounds therein stated. 

The said dean and members appoint two of their number to wait on the dean 
of guild and town of Edinburgh, to desire them to give warrant that the back seats 
in the loft of the lords of session in the new church of St. Geilles, may every day 
be keeped by the writers’ officer, as formerly, and that the advocates and writers 
only be permitted to sit there; and to speak to the provost of Edinburgh, that no 
officer of the burgh or soldier be allowed “ to quarter upon or poind any member of 
the college of justice for stent, cess, ete., but only to proceed against them by 
charge and horning. 


2d FEBRUARY. Edward Nisbet, officer, to go through the chambers of the 
writers, and to receive from. each a all of his prentices and servants, and to use his 
endeavour to get them to pay their dues. 
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Mr. David Watson continued treasurer for a year. 

John Cunynghame, W.S., warned to compear to be spoken with for assuming 
the whole privilege of writing the suspensions passed in exchequer. 

Mr. James Cheyne complains upon Robert Alexander for continuing to act as 
writer to the signet, notwithstanding that he was at the horn and unrelaxed for 
“this many yeirs,’ contrary to the act of sederunt of 8th November 1609, and for 
other faults. The said Robert to be warned to compear at next meeting. 

Richard Guthrie warned for the same fault. 

Robert Hay is appointed to speak to the magistrates of Edinburgh for eai 
of grievances done by them and their officers against the writers. 


9th Marcu. William Ros, procurator fiscal, complains against John eaa A 
W.S., for writing all suspensions, etc., in exchequer : ut supra. The said John com- 
pearing, desired that a bill be drawn. up against him, and that he should have time 
to answer thereto. Granted. 

Robert Alexander, W.S., compeared to answer to the bill of complaint given in 
by Mr. James Cheyne, but as the latter did not compear, the said Robert protested 
that he should not be held to answer without a new warning. Admitted. 

Mr. David Watson, treasurer, intimated that he had lent out for the behoof of 
the poor of the calling 500 merks, to William Yeaman, advocate, James Montgomery, 
merchant, and Audrew Scott, bookseller, burgesses of Edinburgh, by their bond of 
date, 9th January 1663. 


6th APRIL. The complaint by Mr. James Cheyne against Robert Alexander, 
continued to the first Monday of June next. 

John Cunyngham, to be warned to the first Monday of Tine, 

Katherine Nisbet, relict of George Watson, to receive £12 Scots from whe box. 

The same amount is voted to Beatrix Maxwell, relict of Thomas Edzer, and 
Katherine Edzer, her daughter. 

In both of these cases, the parties are cautioned “to be no farder troublesome 
to them therefore in any tyme coming.” 


2d JUNE. Admission of Archibald Marshall, late prentice and servant to Hugh 
Paterson, W.S. 

Accounts of the moneys received and debursed by George Mak, writer, and 
treasurer to the writers’ box between 1654 and 1658. 

Discharge in favour of the said George Mak, and of his intromissions. 

A general meeting appointed for Monday the 8th of June. 


_ 8th June. Sederunt, Mr. William Scharp, keeper of his majesty’s signet, Mr. 
James Farquharsone, John Bayne, John Wilkie, Robert Hay, Mr. David Watsone, 
and Mr. Robert Hamiltone. 

Absentees are fined “in ane sexpence,’ to be paid to the officer. 

John Nicoll, elder, Mr. Alexander Hamilton, Alexander Leslie, Mr. John Bayne, 
John Cunynghame, aud William Ros are nominated to meet, and set down in 
writing such overtures as they think fitting to represent to the secretary for the 
good of the calling. 

It was complained that some of the brethren were appointed writers for the poor 
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too frequently, and therefore the commissioners and brethren ordain that the lord 
secretary be spoken to, and that he be desired to speak to the lords of session, 
that they nominate none to write for the poor until a list be given in by the keeper 
of the signet and the commissioners, of such of the brethren as they shall judge fit 
to be nominated each year for the poor, so that there may be an equal burden. 

Mr. James Farquharson having again petitioned for relief of his cautionery for 
500 merks duo to the box, and offering to pay 100 merks, the commissioners 
and brethren adhere to their previous act thereanent, accepting his offer of 200 
merks, 

A fee of £20 to be paid from the box yearly to the officer. 

Continuation in favour of prentices and servants yet in arrear of their dues, to 
the 15th July next. j 

Four of the brethren appointed to represent to Sir William Bruce, clerk of the 
bills, the abuses in his office. 

A general meeting appointed for Monday next. 


20th Juty. The answers of the clerk of the bills anent the abuses being found 
unsatisfactory, some of the brethren are again appointed to speak to him to regulate 
his chamber, and the prices taken therein, conforme to the state of matters in the 
time of the late Mr. John Skene, his predecessor. 

The dean of faculty to be spoken to anent the cess and money for the desks in 
the kirks, and other burdens lately imposed by the town. 

Four brethren appointed to represent to the lord register that, as the parliament 
now sitting “ar about the regulating of the book of rates and prices of writts,” the 
brethren being concerned therein, may be heard upon the matter by some appointed 
for that purpose. - 

The same brethren are to draw up overtures for the good of the calling, to be 
submitted to the lord secretary. 

The treasurer is instructed to deliver to the keeper of the parliament house 
“ane rex dollar for his services and paines,” in attending them at their meetings. 

The next meeting appointed for the 27th July inst. 


27th JULY. The roll called, and absents fined. 

Prentices and servants allowed until the 1st of December to pay their fees. 

Mr. John Bayne and Mr. Robert Hamilton appointed to present the desires of 
the brethren to Sir William Bruce for regulating the bill chamber, and to give in a 
note of the prices exacted in the time of the late Mr. John Skene. 

Report given in of meeting with the dean of faculty anent the cess money for 
the desks in the kirk and other burdens imposed by the magistrates of Edinburgh 
to the effect that the lords of session had appointed two or three of their number to 
speak with the magistrates thereanent, of which no report had yet reached the deau. 

James Chrystie reported that he endeavoured to meet with the lord register 
anent the book of rates, but “could not find him at leasure be reason of his great 
important affaires, both in parliament and session,” but, promised to do diligence 
still in the matter. p 

Judith Nairn, relict of Mr. Alexander Carmichaell, W.S., to receive £24 Scots 
from the treasurer; and two of the brethren are ordained to speak to the kirk 
treasurer, to obtain some supply out of the collections for the said Judith, and that 

2P 
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if not, the writers would withdraw their monthly contribution te the poor of the 
burgh, as paid by them to the deacons of the kirks, 

Rebecca Logan, widow of Archibald Gibson, to receive £20 Scots. 

Marion Cunynghame, relict of William Neilson, to receive £20 Scots. 


llth SEPTEMBER. The members of the college of justice, viz, advocates and 
writers to his majesty’s signet, being convened in “the high exchequer house of 
the old Tolbooth,” to hear and consider the report anent the magistrates’ proposal 
to buy from John, Earl of Lauderdale, the citadel of Leith, for £6000 sterling, for 
obviating of the detriment which would arise to the burgh of Edinburgh through 
the inhabitants by the said citadel trafficking and holding markets there; but in 
consideration of the paucity of the members assembled, the matter is delayed till 
next meeting. 


16th SEPTEMBER. The same matter being taken up, the dean of faculty (Mr. 
John Eleis) desired the consent of the advocates and writers to the said purchase 
of the citadel of Leith, by applying £4000 ont of the imposition chamber, and 
£2000 from the common good. The advocates and writers give consent on con- 
dition that the magistrates relieve them of all cess upon their lands within the 
burgh of Edinburgh, Canongate, and Leith for the deficiency of the excise of ale, 
beer, and malt brewed and sold within the said burgh and suburbs. 

29th OCTOBER. Commission by John, Earl of Lauderdale, secretary of state for 
Scotland, in favour of Mr. William Sharpe, keeper depute of the signet, for and 
under the said secretary, John Nicoll, elder, James Campbell, Mr. Alexander 
Hamilton, John Bayne, John Wilkie, Robert Hay, Mr. Robert Hamiltoun, James 
Allane, John Cunyngham, Mr. David Watsone, Alexander Leslie, Hew Paterson, 
and Mr. John Bayne, or any five of them, the said keeper of the signet being always 
one, dated at the Friers, 23d October 1663. 

Mr. William Sharp, as keeper, assumed the presidency of their meetings. 

Mr. David Watson is appointed treasurer and keeper of the box for one year. 

Mr. Robert Hamilton is appointed clerk during the will of the commissioners. 

William Ros is appointed procurator fiscal during will. 

Edward Nisbet appointed officer during pleasure. 

Missive letter from the Lord Secretary restricting the number of writers to the 
signet to threescore, ete. Thanks are given for the said letter. 

Mr. William Innes, sometime servant to Mr. James Cheyne, W.S., being com- 
plained upon by George Dunbar of Inchbrock, for receiving money from him for 
passing of a suspension and writing other letters to the signet at his instance, and 
not expeding the same nor re-delivering the money, is warned to compear at next 
meeting, 


1664. 


lst FEBRUARY. Prentices and servants ordained to pay 10 merks to the box. 

Writers to set down their servants’ names, by whom their letters are written, 
and all writers, with their servants and apprentices, to subscribe the book of the 
keeper of the signet. 
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General ratification of the “acts of the calling,” and the particular acts, one in 
1594, relating to the exercise of any particular office by writers to the prejudice of 
their brethren, and the other on 13th February 1613, prohibiting writers from being 
clerks to the crafts, aré renewed. 

The commissioners, being informed that Andrew Young, W.S., was endeavour- 
ing to procure for himself the clerkship of the wrights and masons of Edinburgh, 
and that he was “emboldened ” thereto, because Archibald Gibson, W.S., was clerk 
to the tailors of the said burgh, and “yett was not quarreled nor pursewed there- 
fore,’ ordain the said Archibald Gibson to be pursued before them, and to be 
warned to compear at next meeting; and the fiscal to speak with Andrew Young 
to desist from seeking the aforesaid clerkship. 

James Allan and Mr, David Watson appointed to speak with Mr. Alexander 
Foulis of Ratho anent a legacy of £100 Scots, by the late Michael Melvill, writer, 
to be paid the box. 

The fiscal to lead apprising against Robert Pringle, writer, for debt due by him 
to the box. 

Admission of George Colquhoun, sometime servant to George Cruikshank, W.S. 


wth MarcH. John Bayne and Mr. Alexander Hamilton received as commis- 
sioners. 

Archibald Gibson’s case continued. 

William Ros, fiscal, reported that apprising was led against Robert Pringle, aud 
that he should now raise letters against the superior for infeftment in the land. 

Three members appointed to revise the accounts of James Allan, late treasurer. 

The treasurer and fiscal reporting that summons of reduction was raised by 
Douglas of Spot of bond granted by the late Sir Robert Douglas of Spot to the late 
Thomas M‘Awlay, their treasurer, for 1000 merks, James Allan, Mr. David Watson, 
treasurer, and William Ros are appointed to defend in the action. À 

Commissioner again appointed in reference to Michael Melvill’s legacy of 
£100 Scots. 

The clerk, Mr. Robert Hamilton, ordered to inspect the writers’ subscriptions in 
the book at the signet chamber, and to remark such as are disconform to the words 
of the act, that they may be rectified. 

Admission of Mr. William Guthrie, late servant to Richard Guthrie, W.S., upon 
the demission of the said Richard, his father-in-law. 

Admission of Mr. James Keith, late servant to Mr. James Cheyne, W.S. 

Admission of James Peter, late servant to William Hunter, and other writers to 
the signet. 


10th Marcu. Admission of John Trotter, late prentice and servant to Mr. 
George Trotter, W.S. 

Admission of Hew Wallace, sometime prentice and servant to the late John 
Rowan, W.S., upon the demission of William Hunter, W.S. 


6th June. Supplication ordained to be given in to the lords of session, craving 
that the commissioners for the writers to the signet may be exempted from being 
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appointed as writers to the poor, and that the lords would appoint for that purpose 
such as the commissioners shall offer in their turns. The tenor of the supplication 
is recorded, i 

The writers for the poor for this year are named, viz., John Crawfurd, Walter 
Stewart, George Sibbald, George Dolless, Andrew Aikman, Mr. William Guthrie. 
The foresaid application refused by the lords, 

Report anent the legacy by Michael Melvill, to the effect that Mr. Alexander 
Foulis of Ratho promised to show at Whitsunday next how much was provided by 
that legacy. 

The treasurer is ordered to employ Mr. Laurence Oliphant, advocate, to be 
advocate for “ the calling,” in all their “ public concernments.” 

Lord Borthwick to be charged to infeft the treasurer in Robert Pringle’s lands. 


4th Juty. The treasurer reports that he had received from Douglas of Spot 
the principal sum of 1000 merks, and had lent it again on bond for behalf of the 
poor of the calling, to Sir William Baillie of Lamington. 

Former acts anent booking of apprentices and servants, and payment of dues, 
ratified. 

William Wallace, servant to John Cuninghame, charged for 10 merks due to 
the box. 

Mr. Thomas and Hew M‘Clures charged for the same. 

Mr. Thomas and Hew M‘Clures discharged of their 10 merks due to the box, 
in consideration of their services in writing a process and decreet of apprysing at 
the instance of the treasurer against Robert Pringle of Dewar, for a debt due to the 
poor of the calling. 

The account of William Ros, fiscal, in the same matter to be paid. | 

Andrew Angus and William Law, servants to Mr. David Watson, treasurer, are 
discharged of the half of their entrance duty (of 10 merks), in respect of their 
services in writing receipts of the prentices’ and servants’ fees. 

Judith Nairne, relict of Mr. Alexander Carmichael, being sickly and indigent, 
to receive £24 Scots from the box. 

Rebecca Logan, relict of Archibald Gibson, “ane poore old woman,” to receive 
£20 Scots. 

Marion Cunynghame, relict of William Neilson, “ane indigent old woman,” to 
receive £20 Scots. 

Discharge by the commissioners to Mr. James Farquharsone, W.S., of his 
cautionery in bond granted by Mr. Alexander Hay, W.S., to the late Thomas 
M‘Awlay, their treasurer, his heirs, etc., for 500 merks, of date 4th November 1634, 
and assigned to the said Thomas M‘Awlay in favour of the writers to the signet, 
on 9th November 1635 ; the said Mr. James Farquharsone having now paid the sum 
of 200 merks to the treasurer. Dated 20th September 1664. 


7th NOVEMBER. Mr. David Watson, treasurer, declared that he had lent out of 
the box the sum of 600 merks Scots, to Mr. John Livingston of Greenhill, M.D., 
and Mr. William Livingston of Rigisland, his brother german, upon their bond, 
of date 22d September 1664. 

Complaint by David Ratray, writer in Edinburgh, against William Chalmer, 
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W.S., for raising letters of inhibition at the instance of the complainer’s wife against 
himself, upon a discharge granted by him. The complainer is ordained to produce 
the discharge at next diet. . 

A general meeting appointed for Monday next at 10 am. 


14th NOVEMBER. Sederunt, Mr. William Sharp, keeper of the signet, John 
Bayne, Mr. Alexander Hamilton, Robert Hay, James Allan, Mr. David Watsone, 
John Cunynghame, Hugh Paterson, Mr. Robert Hamilton. 

Absentees fined in sixpence each, payable to Edward Nisbet, officer. 

The commissioners and whole brethren taking to consideration “ that it is ane 
burden and incumbrance to the saids commissioners to subscryve letters and others 
to the signet for all their absent bretherene, and that some of themselves may be 
absent especially in the tyme of vacance,” therefore they nominate and appoint 
John Muir, Mr. William Thomson, Mr. William Charters, and James Johnston, to 
be assistant commissioners in subscribing letters, summons, etc., to the signet, for 
their absent brethren who are or shall be furth of the burgh of Edinburgh, npon 
the sight of a warrant from them under their handwrit, until 1st November next. 

Andrew Rntherfoord, W.S., to be warned to the next diet to answer for the 
following abuses, viz., subscribing letters, etc., to the signet for unfreemen and agents, 
especially for William Hamilton and Mr. James Weir, agents, and sometimes 
subscribing blank sheets of paper to agents to be filled up by themselves, and 
sometimes with three or four lines “of his own hand writ at the beginning of 
snmmons and als many at the hender end,” and subscribing these blanks in the 
body of the summons without containing any proposition or formal conclusion; and 
giving the same to agents who cut them, and fill up as many sheets of paper therein 
as they please, and when he goes out of Edinburgh leaving blank sheets of paper 
with these agents, to be filled up by them. 

William Chalmer is also warned to answer at next diet for subscribing letters 
for agents, and for “conduceing ” with them, and taking yearly pensions from them 
in cumulo for subscribing letters and summonses which they wrote to the signet, and 
especially from Johne Loutfoot, Mr. William and Harie Innes, and John Basillie. 

Robert Alexander, warned for the same fault; also Mr. James Cheyne. 

Archibald Gibson is to be pursned by the fiscal before the commissioners in the 
complaint against him for exercising the office of clerk to the tailors of the burgh, 
and for subscribing letters for John M‘Kenzie, and other agents. 

Thomas Dickson warned for subscribing a bill of suspension, written by James 
Chrystie, W.S., at the instance of William Symsone, bailie of Dysart; which bill 
was written over again by Mr. Andrew Hedderweik, an agent, and then subscribed 
by the said Thomas by “collusion and transactioun” with the said Andrew; and 
also for subscribing letters for Adam Nisbet, agent. 

It was represented to the commissioners and brethren present, “that ther was 
some difference of the styles amongst the brethren of the calling, especiallie in 
writing of advocatiounes and summondis of general] and speciall declarators, and 
that some writers did insert in advocationes (which was only begun in thir late 
years), ane clause not only dischargeing the inferior judges mentioned in the 
narrative of the advocatioun before whom the actioun was perseued, but also 
generallie all others inferior judges within this realme, albeit in former tymes the 
saids writters were only in use to discharge the particular judge or judges whose 
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names were speciallie mentioned in the narrative of the bill; as alse that of late, 
some writters did writt summondis of generall and speciall declarators both in ene 
pair of letters, whereas in former tymes they were used to be writtin in tuo severall 
summondis, and the summends of speciall declarator used not to be writtin untill 
there had bene ane decreit obtained upon the summonds of the declarator.” There- 
fore, the whole brethren present are ordained to take these differences of style into 
their serious consideratien, and te think of ways and means for removing them, 
and establishing a uniformity. 

Three of the brethren are appointed to speak with Mr. Alexander Fonlis of 
Ratho, anent the legacy by Michael Melvill of £100 to the box. 

It is ordained that the rolls ef their prentices’ and servants’ names, who have 
paid their 10 merks to the treasurer, be compared with their names set down in the 
book kept in the signet chamber, that those whe have not yet paid may be known. 

The treasurer is appointed to pay to Andrew Louthian, keeper of the parliament 
house, one rex dollar, and te George Hay, his servant, one shilling sterling, for their 
pains and service. 

Admission of Mr, William Gordon, late prentice and servant to John Baine, W.S. 


1665. 


27th FEBRUARY. Mr. William Scharp, keeper of the signet, and Robert Hay, 
W.S., are appointed to meet with those of the lords of council and session and 
advocates, appointed to meet for trial of the qualifications of a professer of 
Humanity in the cellege of Edinburgh. 


Tth Aucust. Sederunt, Mr. William Scharp, keeper of the signet, Mr. 
Alexander Hamilton, Robert Hay, Mr. David Watson, Mr. Rebert Hamilton. 

The widows formerly mentioned get supply from the box, viz., Judith Nairne, 
£24; Rebecca Logan, £16; and Marion Cunyingham, £16. 

On supplication of Mr. George Straton, son of the late James Straton, W.S., the 
treasurer is instructed to allow him nine rex dollars te be paid in three instalments. 

Mr. Archibald Law, writer, “ane sicklie poore man,” is allowed three rex dollars 
from the box. 


16th Avcust. Admission of James Carnegie, late servant and prentice to 
James Allan. 


3d NOVEMBER. Sederunt, Mr. William Sharp, keeper of the signet, Rebert 
Hay, James Allan, John Cunynghame, Mr. David Watson, Hugh Paterson, 
Mr. Robert Hamiltoun. 

Mr. William Sharp intimates that Sir Robert Sinclair, advocate, dean of faculty, 
had appointed a meeting of certain of the advocates to take place that day at 
7 o'clock p.m., in the dwelling-house of Andrew Caddell, vintner, in Edinburgh, te 
consult on certain overtures to the lords of session for redress of the “ enormities” 
committed by Sir William Bruce and his servants in the bill chamber. The 
commissioners therefore appoint Robert Hay, James Allan, and Mr. Rebert 
Hamilton to attend at said meeting te hear the proposals of the advocates. 

The commissioners appoint John Cunynghame, to “pass te the personall 
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presence of Sir William Bruce, clerk of the bills, and to inform him of the aforesaid 
meeting.” 

Same day at 7 p.m. The three brethren appointed to meet with the advocates, 
being interrogated by the dean of faculty anent the “ enormities” in the bill chamber, 
replied “that they had not fullie considered upon the said enormities by reasoune 
of ther sudden advertisement.” The dean therefore desired them to meet with the 
keeper of the signet, and the other commissioners, and to draw up a note upon the 
subject to be presented by him to the president and remanent lords of session, 


6th NOVEMBER. The commissioners appoint Mr. William Henderson, John 
Cunynghame, Hugh Paterson, and Alexander Leslie, to speak to Sir William Bruce, 
“and to present to him the saids enormities and propositions and demands of the 
saids writers, and to deall with him freindlie” anent the rectifying of the enormities 
and granting the demands. 

Commission is renewed to the three brethren formerly appointed to meet with 
the dean of faculty and the other advocates, anent tho enormities. 

Mr. William Henderson, Robert Hay, Hugh Paterson, and James Allan are 
appointed to draw up an act for “binding and restraining” the brethren from 
subscribing letters, etc., for agents and unfreemen. 


8th NovEmMBER. The commissioners appoint Mr. William Sharp, keeper of the 
signet, or Mr. Robert Hamilton, or either of them, to meet with the commissioners 
of the lords of session and advocates appointed to meet for examination and trial 
of a professor of Humanity in the college of Edinburgh, and to vote in his election. 


1666. 


4th JANUARY. Mr, William Sharp having produced a “ writ or paper contain- 
ing the enormities committed in the bill chamber, consideration thereof is deferred 
to the meetting of the whole bretheren,” on Monday next at 10 a.m. 

An act is ordained to be drawn up giving power to the “ procurator fiscal of the 
calling,” to refer to the oaths of the delinquent brethren their subscribing of letters, 
etc., for agents and unfreemen, where probatiou by writ is deficient. 


8th January. The commissioners “and ane great number” of the other 
writers to the signet, having met in the outer house of the parliament or new 
session house, and having called the roll, the absents “who were not excused,” viz., 
John Hamilton, Mr. William Thomson, Alexander Leslie, Patrick Done, Mr. William 
Gordon, and James Carnegie, are fined in one shilling sterling each, to be paid to 
the officer, and their letters to be stopped until payment be made. 

John Bayne having been admitted to the office of sheriff clerk of Berwick, is 
suspended from writing to the signet. 

William Lockhart, having been admitted commissary of Lanark, is suspended 
from writing to the signet. 

The commission for drawing up an act against transgressors of the acts by 
subscribing for agents, etc., is renewed. 

James Allan and Mr. William Charteris are appointed to convene with those 
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of the town council anent the regulating of the annuity imposed upon “house 
maills” within the burgh. 

Admission of Walter Douglas, son of the deceased Alexander Douglas, writer to 
the signet. 


22d JANUARY. General meeting, absents fined in one shilling sterling. 

Mr. William Henderson, John Mure, Mr. William Thomsone, Mr. William 
Charteris, James Johnstone, and George Dallas, are appointed assistants to the 
commissioners in subscribing letters, summonses, etc., for absent brethren, on their 
warrant under their own hands, and that for the year ensuing. 

George Dallas is appointed procurator fiscal. 

Two rex dollars ordered to be given to Andrew Lothian, keeper of the inin- 
ment house, and to George Hay his servant, half a rex dollar. 

William Lockhart is reponed to the office of writer to the signet, and the pro- 
curator fiscal ordered to raise a libel against him before the commissioners for 
exercising his office while he was commissary of Lanark, which the said William 
declared he was willing to answer. 

On supplication of Catherine Nisbet, relict of George Watson, craving a quarterly 
pension to be allowed to her, “and her fyve poore fatherles childrene,” the com- 
missioners and whole brethren modify and allow to her a quarterly allowance of 
£12 Scots. 

The commissioners and “whole bodie-of the writers to his majestie’s signet,” 
being convened in the outer house, “it was represented by the procurator fiscall and 
some of the brethrene, as it had been at former meetings, that albeit there wes an 
act made upon the fourt day of November 1661, whereby for preventing and 
restraineing the subscryveing of lettres, summonds, precepts, and others written by 
unfreemen and their servands, to the prejudice and indignitio of the calling, it wes 
enacted that no writter wald subscryve for unfreemen, and that everie writter 
sould in a book at the signet cause all their servands subscryve by their hand writt 
and subscriptioun that they were actual servands or prenteises to such a writter, 
and that the writter sould declare them to be his servands, and at every subscrip- 
tioun of letters and others sould subjoyne that such letters were written by such a 
servand or prentcis as did wryte them, notwithstanding quherof diverse of the 
brethrene hes most unordourlie frustrat the said act, and the good and benefite the 
calling, intended by it, in so far as it was affirmed that some of the brethrene did 
colour unfreemen by taking them or their servands in their chambers, and by booking 
and owneing them as if they were their own servands and prenteises, and that others 
booked and owned unfreemen’s servants resideing not in the wryters’ chambers bot 
in their own maisters’ chambers, by which their maisters and they brooked the 
benefite of priviledged wryters, and that others did also unjustlie abuse the calling 
by conducing with agents, clerks, servands, old prenteises, notars, and others, to wryte 
or subseryve all their imployments promiscuouslie during ane sett tyme for base 
pensions or base and naughtie pryces, to the reproach, ruine, and contempt of the 
calling: as lykeweyes it wes represented that the wryters wer sometymes abused by 
their own servands, who either in their maisters’ absence, or pretending that their 
maisters were absent, did procure subscriptionnes to lybelled sumondsis and others, 
and defrauds their maisters of the benefite thairof; and the saids commissioners and 
whole bretherene being desyrous to remove these practices and disorders, they 
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therefore, by virteu of the power and auctoritie committed to them by the lord 
secretarie, with consent of there whole bretherene, prohibite and discharge all and 
everie one of the wryters to his majestie’s signet to acknowledge or owne any 
persone or persones whatsoever as their servands or prenteises, bot such only as in 
verie deid and trueth, without all fraud and collusioun, ar their reall and actuall 
prenteises and servands, actuallie reseiding and wryting in their chambers, whose 
wryting and imployments, whither ceme in by themselfs or their maisters, redeunds 
whollie to the profite and benefite of their maisters, except the usual drink-money ; 
and lykwayes discharges and prohibites all the saids wryters and everie one of them 
to mak any pactiounes and bargaines with any agents, clerks, servands, notars, and 
others, dependers on the college of justice, or any in their names, for wryting of their 
imployments during any sett tyme for pensiounes, or at base and naughtie pryces 
beneath the ordinarie pryces now in use, to the prejudice and contempt of the 
calling: and sicklyik prohibites and discharges all the wryters that they nor any 
of them except commissioners and such as ar authorized to assist them in suppleing 
the absence of any of their bretherene, presume to subscryve for any absent brother ; 
and that no commissioner, or other authorizet, sall upon occasion or pretence of a 
brotheres absence subseryve any lettres or summendis for him, unles his servand who 
presents them have a written warrand from the absent maister particularlie directed 
to any on or two, and not exceeding that number in the directioun, and that the 
subseryver keepe ane note of what he subscryves, and delyver it to the absent 
brother upon his returne, that he may call his servands to ane accompt: with certi- 
ficatioun to all such as transgresse and contravene any pairt of the premisses, they 
sall pay for the first fault to the thesaurer of the calling, for the use of the poore 
thereof, the soume of fourtie pounds Scotts money, and for the second fault sall be 
depryved from their office simpliciter: and for the more effectuall and vigorous 
executioun of this act, it is of consent of the whole bedie declared that it sall be 
leisum to the procuratour fiscall in all complaints to be founded upon the contra- 
vention and breach of this act, to referre the samen to the delinquent’s oathes of 
veritie, when he wants other probatioun ; and that they being lawfullie cited by the 
ordinar officer personally apprehended to compeir before the commissioners to answer 
to the complaint, and failzie to compeir, or compeiring refuse to depone and purge 
themselves by their oathes, which oath they of their owne consents heirby allowes 
the commissioners to administer, they salbe holden as confest, which sall be als 
sufficient as if the complaint wer proven be writt or witnesses: and ordaines all the 
present wryters presentlie to subscryve this act in testimonie of their assent and 
submissioun thereto, and that all the intrant wryters subscryve the same at there 
admissioun, that it may have perpetuall observance as that which so much concernes 
the good and weell of the calling, and ordaines that everie wryter have ane coppie 
of thir presents under the clerk’s hand affixed publicklie in there chambers that 
they nor there servands may pretend no ignorance heirof. 


(The signatures follow, covering three pages.) 


6th JULY. Complaint is made by George Dallas, procurator fiscal, against 

Thomas Dicksone, writer, to the effect that the keeper of the signet had intercepted 

a signature of the laird of Wedderburn’s, and a precept thereon, both subscribed 

by the said Thomas, written by Alexander Home, whom the said Thomas calls his 
2Q 
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servant, but who is not so, but servant to Adam Nisbet, an unfreeman: and also that 
the signature and precept were “absurdlie unformall.” The documents being pro- 
duced, and the said Alexander Home confessing himself to be servant to Adam 
Nisbet only, who dictated the signature and precept, the commissioners deprive the 
said Thomas Dicksone during their pleasure, and fine him in £40 Scots, 

Andrew Aikman, Archibald Marshall, and Mr. William Gordon, being informed 
against for transgressing the last act by writing letters at “too mean a rate, viz., at 
sixpence the pair, drinksilver and all,” are to be cited to next meeting, 

Marion Cunynghame, relict of William Neilson, having craved supply, is allowed 
£16 Scots from the box. 


17th Jury. Mr. William Gordon having compeared and confessed writing a 
“ pair of letters” to the signet, the bill being written by John M‘Kenzie, an unfree- 
man, is rebuked, and forgiven, and assoilzied from a charge of receiving a number of 
young men who were not his servants. 

Andrew Aikman is assoilzied from the charge of subscribing letters to James 
Cranstoun at sixpence the pair. 

The case of Archibald Marshall, accused of similar faults, is continued. 

George Sibbald, also accused of writing letters at “mean and base prices,” is 
assoilzied. 

George Colquhoun, charged with subscribing signatures written by unfreemen, 
and especially a precept upon a signature written by Mr. George Cruickshank in 
favour of the Earl of Perth or Sir John Drummond, having denied the charge and 
made explanation, is assoilzied. 

On supplication by Thomas Dicksone to be reponed to his office, the commis- 
sioners declare that they would consider the same when he should pay the fine of 
£40 due to the box. 

Edward Nisbet, officer, craves “some gratuitie and reward furth of the saids 
wryters ther box, attour his ordinar fie, for his extraordinarie panes taken be him 
in frequent warnings of the bretheren to meittings, and in going throw the saidis 
wryters ther chalmers” with the extract of the act made for repressing the enor- 
mities, etc. The commissioners order the treasurer to pay him 20 merks, and 
promise to take his condition into further consideration when they should receive 
from the treasurer an account of his diligence. 

Judith Nairne, relict of Mr. Alexander Carmichael, is allowed £24 Scots. 


25th JULY. Thomas Dickson, having paid his fine of £40, craves to be reponed, 
and is allowed in the meantime to subscribe letters, etc., until next meeting, pro- 
viding that the letters be written by his own servants; but the commissioners 
declare that the indenture between him and Alexander Home shall not be respected, 
because since the date thereof the said Alexander constantly served Adam Nisbet, 
agent. 

Rebecca Logan, relict of Archibald Gibsone, is allowed £20 from the box. 


1667. 


28th JANUARY. James Hog, writer, “ane poor indigent seicklie man,” craving 
“some charitie ” for himself “and his poore wyfe and children,” is allowed 20 merks. 
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The commissioners approve of payments by the treasurer, namely, of a certain 
sum “to ane poor woman in Edinburgh quhair umquhill Mr. Alexander Forrest, 
wryter, late officer to the saids wryters, lodged, for candle furnished be her to him 
the time he wes a deying;” and five rex dollars, amounting to £14, 10s. Scots, for 
the burying of thé late Rebecca Logan, relict of Archibald Gibsone. 


Ist FEBRUARY. On supplication by Isabella Measlet, relict of Robert Neill, 
W.S., for some “supplie ” for herself and children, the commissioners grant a pension 
of £24 Scots yearly, to be paid by quarterly instalments. 


6th June. The officer is ordered to “go throngh the wryters to his majestie’s 
signet ther chambers,” and to “tak up ane list” of their prentices and servants. 


Tth JUNE. Admission of John Mack, only son of the deceased George Mack, 
writer to the signet. 


llth June. The whole brethren to be warned to compear in the signet 
chamber to-morrow at eight o’clock in the morning, and to bring with them a list of 
the “trew actuall and reall servands who reallie wrytts in ther owin chambers,” 
under pain of suspension. 


12th June. Sederunt, Mr. William Sharp, keeper of the signet, Robert Hay, 
James Allan, John Cuninghame, Mr. David Watsone, Hugh Patersone, Mr. Robert 
Hamiltoun, and a great number of the brethren. 

The roll is called, and absents are suspended, viz., John Hamiltoun, Alexander 
Beatoun, John Muire, Walter Stewart, and Mr. James Keith. 

Thomas Dicksone is suspended for subscribing letters for agents and unfreemen. 

William Chalmers, complained upon by George Dallas, fiscal, for giving up in 
his list of his servants and prentices the names of divers persons who were not his 
“own actuall servands trewlie receiding in his chamber,’ and for subscribing letters 
for his servants at meaner prices than ordinary, denied the charge, and the case is 
continued. s 

The commissioners and brethren appoint Mr. Robert Hamiltoun, Mr. William 
Thomson, and Andrew Young to visit the chambers of the writers to the signet, and 
to inquire as to any abuses and enormities. 

A general meeting of the “whole bodie” of the writers is ordained to be held 
“everio Wednesday in the moneth,” and every absent brother not lawfully excused, 
to pay one shilling sterling to the treasurer of the box. 

Mr. William Sharp, keeper of the signet, the whole other commissioners, and 
Mr. William Thomsone, Mr. William Charters, and George Dallas, and any other 
of the brethren that pleases, are appointed to go to the lord president of the 
session, and to desire him to give justice to James Chrystie, writer to his majesty’s 
signet, in his complaints pursued by him before the lords of session, against Walter 
Borthwick, one of the bailies of Edinburgh, for “ane ryot committed be him against 
the said James, in causing of ane of the toune officers brash the said James his door 
of his hous, violentlie break it up, and apprehend him and put him in thair tolbooth, 
and that ther may be ane act of sederunt that no wrytter shall be taken heireafter 
bot be captione, nor be poynded bot be his majestie’s letters of poynding.” 
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10th Jury. The commissioners and a great number of the other writers being 
convened in the outward house of the parliament, the roll is called, and absents 
fined one shilling sterling, namely, Mr. Alexander Hamiltoun, John Cunynghame, 
Hugh Patersone, and James Carnegie. ‘ 

John Hamilton, and the others who were suspended for absence from the 
previous meeting, are reponed. 

James Allan, Alexander Beatoun, and Mr. William Charters are ordained to 
visit Thomas Dicksone, who is sick, and “to trye if he hes any proper imployment 
of his owen,” and to subscribe his letters, which shall be written by two of his 
servants, i 

Mr. David Watson, treasurer, reported that he had used execution against Sir 
William Baillie of Lamington, Kt., and his cautioner, for the principal sum of 1000 
merks, due to the writers’ box by his bond; and that Sir William offered to pro- 
cure a bond of corroboration thereof from Sir Adam Blair of Lochwood, one of his 
majesty’s writers, and to pay the interest due as at Whitsunday last. This was 
approved by the commissioners, and the treasurer commended for his diligence. 

The treasurer is appointed to deliver to Walter Cunynghame, keeper of the 
parliament house, one rex dollar and a half for himself and George Hay, his servant, 
for their pains and service in attending the commissiouers and brethren at their 
meetings. 

Marion Cunyngham, relict of Wiliam Neilson, is allowed £16 out of the box. 


17th JULY. Sederunt, Mr. William Sharp, keeper of the signet, Mr. Alexander 
Hamilton, James Allan, Mr. David Watsone, Hugh Paterson. 

Mr. William Sharp is nominated commissioner for the writers to meet with 
those of the lords of council and session and advocates, for the trial of a professor of 
humanity in the college of Edinburgh. 4 ‘ 


Tth Avcust. Sederunt, Mr. William Sharp, keeper of the signet, Mr. Alexander 
Hamilton, Robert Hay, Mr. David Watsone, Mr. Robert Hamiltoun, with a great 
number of the brethren. 

The absents not excused are Mr. William Hendersone, James Chrystie, John 
Cunynghame, James Johnstoun, Walter Stewart, George Colquhoun, John Trotter, 
Hugh Wallace, and James Carnegie, who are ordained to pay a fine of one shilling 
sterling to Edward Nisbet, the officer. 

The brethren appointed to visit Thomson Dickson reported that he was re- 
covered of his sickness, and able to subscribe letters ; and that he gave them a note 
of two of his servants whom he intended to employ in writing his letters, ete., to 
the signet, whom he promised to cause enter their handwriting in the keeper’s book 
in due form. 

The commissioners therefore give licence to the said Thomas to subscribe pre- 
cepts, etc., that shall be written by his said servants. á 

The treasurer reported that he had obtained bond of corroboration granted by 
Sir William Baillie and Sir Adam Blair of Lochwood, referred to under minute of 
10th July. 

The treasurer reported that he had lent out of the box 100 merks to the late 
Harie Stewart, natural son of the deceased John, Earl of Carrick, who, with his 
cautioner, Mr, John Henriesone, one of the ordinary macers before the lords of 
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secret council and exchequer, gave bond therefor; the commissioners approve of 
the transaction, and ordain the treasurer to speak to the said Mr. John Henrieson, 
cautioner, for payment or security of the said sum. 

The treasurer reported that he had given three rex dollars furth of the box, to 
Jonnet Andersone, relict of Robert Alexander, writer to the signet, “ for her help 
and supplie in her lying of childbed of her posthume child borne be her since her 
hushand’s death, and for her baptizeing thereof.” Also that he had given furth of 
the box to William Ros, W.S., £16, for his “ depursements” in leading an apprising 
at the treasurer's instance against Robert Pringle, for debt due to the box; also 
that he, the treasurer, “had bocht ane box with lockes and bands for the use of the 
calling, at the sight of the keiper of his majestie’s signet, and that he had payed 
therefoire fourtie two punds two schillings,” all which the meeting approved as 
“being for pious and necessar uses.” 

In reference to a supplication presented by John and Alexander Alexander, 
“poore children of the deceist Robert Alexander, wryter to his majestie’s signet, 
craveing for the said John Alexander some charitie furth of the saids wryters ther 
box for payment of his prenteis fie promittit with him to ane tailzeour in Edin- 
burgh, with whom he wes bound prenteis,” and also craving for the said Alexander 
some supply for his maintenance, the commissioners and brethren ordain Mr. David 
Watsone, Mr. William Thomson, and Mr. James Keith, “to indent and aggrie with 
the said tailzeour,’ and to pay the prentice fee; and the same three brethren to 
“visit the conditione ” of the said Alexander, and report to next meeting. 

The treasurer is ordained to give to Patrick Eviot, messenger in Edinburgh, 
one rex dollar, for executing a summons at the instance of the members of the 
college of justice against the magistrates and council of Edinburgh for declaring the 
right and privilege of the college of justice. 


4th NOVEMBER. Sederunt, Mr. William Sharp, keeper of the signet, James 
Allane, John Cunynghame, Mr. David Watsone, Hugh Patersone, Mr. Robert 
Hamiltonn. k 

The treasurer reported that he had registered the bond granted by the late 
Harie Stewart as principal, and Mr. John Henrysone, and the late Edward Dagney, 
glassmaker in Leith, as cautioners, for 100 merks, and thereupon raised letters of 
horning, and charged the said Mr. John therewith, who desired the charge might 
be continued; the treasnrer and Mr. Robert Hamiltoun are appointed to speak 
with the said Mr. John Henrysone for payment, and to intimate that he should be 
denonnced if he failed. 

George Colquhoun and Patrick Donne to be warned to next meeting for break- 
ing the rules. 


9th DECEMBER. The meeting being general, absents are fined in one shilling 
sterling, to be paid to the officer. 

The treasurer and Mr. William Thomson reported that they had indented and 
agreed with “Ganin Sangster, tailzeour and freeman in the Cannogaitheid anent 
the binding of John Alexander,” lawful son of the late Robert Alexander, W.S., 
and paid to the said Gavin the sum of £50 Scots of prentice fee. Approved. 

The treasurer reported that he had received from Sir William Baillie the bond 
of corroboration for 1000 merks formerly mentioned, and his diligence is approved. 
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In reference to the bond granted by the late Harie Stewart, Mr. John Henry- 
sone, macer, the surviving cautioner, now offered to pay the principal sum of 100 
merks, which offer was accepted. 

Mr. David Watsone, treasurer, is ordered. “to pay for the chist and winding 
sheit and remanent expenses of the funerall and buriall of umquhill Marion 
Cuninghame, relict of umquhill William Neilsone, wryter to his majestie’s signet, 
ane poore old pensioner who wes in use these many yeires bygone to receave ane 
pensione ” out of the box. 

In reference to the supplication of Alexander Alexander, youngest son of the 
late Robert Alexander, writer to the signet, “ane poor young orphan of six yeires 
or thereby,” the treasurer is ordained to give to John Harper, “cordoner” in 
Edinburgh, “ who has the keeping of the poor chylde,” the sum of five merks 
monthly for his “entertainement” during the space of six months from Ist 
November last, and also to give one shilling sterling quarterly during the same 
space “to pay his quarter payment at the school,” and to give to the said John 
Harper “ something ” to buy clothes to the said pupil. 

Thomas Dickson having petitioned the commissioners and brethren, to be 
allowed to employ more servants, as he had “bot on,” James Allan, John Muir, 
and George Sibbald are ordained to visit the supplicant, and to “tak up from him 
the name of any unfrie servand or prenteis whom he intends to employ,” in order 
to have the same booked, and the name of the former servant, who had left his 
service, to be deleted. 


16th DECEMBER. The treasurer reported that he had paid for the burial of 
Marion Cuninghame, aforementioned, the sum of £9, 16s. 8d., and for clothes to 
Alexander Alexander, the sum of £3, and for his maintenance had paid to John 
Harper, conform to the warrant formerly given; all which are approved. 

` Alexander Leslie is received as a commissioner upon the appointment of John, 
Earl of Lauderdale, secretary. 
~ The treasurer reported that David Piter, writer in Edinburgh, had “gotten up 
ane discharge on trust,” granted by the commissioners (for 200 merks), due by the 
late Mr. James Farquharson to the box; and because the treasurer denied having 
ever received the moncy, the commissioners appoint three of their number to speak 
with the said David Piter, and to inquire to whom he paid the amount, and from 
whom he got the discharge; and in the event of his refusing to satisfy them 
thereupon, to speak to the lord register, his master. 

(A note on the margin, dated 9th November 1668, intimates that the discharge 
having been produced before the commissioners, the treasurer was satisfied therewith, 
and was “content to be comptable ” for the money.) 

The treasurer is ordained to receive from Mr. Alexander Foulis of Ratho, £100 
bequeathed by the deceased Michael Melvill, writer, to the box. 

George Dallas, fiscal to “the calling,” having complained against Patrick Donn, 
W.S., for owning Robert Muschet as his servant, although he was actual servant to 
Walter Ewing, and was writing in his chamber, the said Patrick denied the charge, 
and the fiscal having referred it to his oath, the commissioners “continue” the 
taking of his oath till next meeting. 

Complaint by the fiscal against George Colquhoun, for writing a precept of 
apprising of the lands of Dudingston, in favour of the Lord Dunkeld, on a signature 
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written by John Cuninghame, W.S., contrary to the acts; the said George declared 
he knew nothing of the writing of the precept, which was written in his absence by 
Mr. Robert Urie, his servant, by desire of Mr. Hugh Maxwell, agent, who was 
content to satisfy John Cuninghame therefor, and offered him a rex dollar, which 
the said John willed him to give to the treasurer for the use of the poor. The 
commissioners assoilzie Colquhoun, and empower the treasurer to uplift the rex 
dollar. 


1668. 


6th JANUARY. A general meeting; absents fined in one shilling sterling, 
payable to the officer, and their writs to be stopped until payment is made. 

On the supplication of William Carmichael, son of the late Mr. Alexander 
Carmichael, W.S., “ane poor zong orphan,” the treasurer is ordered to pay three 
pounds Scots monthly until the first of June next, to Andrew Martine, writer, by 
whom the supplication was presented, to be employed for behoof of the said orphan. 

James Allan, Mr. Robert Hamilton, and Mr. William Thomsone, are appointed 
to revise the “register book” of the writers to his majesty’s signet, anent all acts 
therein set down for the payment of 10 merks by the prentices and servants to 
‘the box, and anent the booking of them, and what shall be paid to the clerk 
therefor; and to “cognosce and consider” what is deficient in the said acts, and 
how they may be rectified; and to report to next meeting. 

The question being “ proponed” by one of the brethren, “ whether it wer laufull 
to raise inhibitioune and arreistment on ane simple depending summonds of 
reductione, quherin ther wes nothing concludit tucheing the decerning of the 
defenderes to pay any soume or performe any deid,” the commissioners desire the 
whole brethren “to tak the said questione to ther serious consideratione,” and to 
give their opinions thereon at next meeting. 

The treasurer is appointed to deliver to Walter Cunynghame, keeper of the 
parliament honse, a rex dollar, and to George Hay, his servant, a shilling sterling, 
for their pains and service at the meetings of the writers. 


3d FEBRUARY. Georgo Dallas resigns the office of fiscal, and is desired by the 
commissioners to give in a list “of some brether whom he conceaved meet to be 
listed,” of whom one’ should be chosen to the vacant office. 

Mr. Robert Hamiltoun resigns the office of clerk to the calling, and is continued 
until another should be elected. 


9th Marcu. .Mr. David Watsone, Hugh Patersone, and Mr. Robert Hamiltoun 
are appointed to revise the accounts of James Allan, former treasurer. 


9th May. Admission of Mr. James Weir, son of the late James Weir, 
“tenementar,’ burgess of Hamiltoun, and late servant to the deceased John 
Sempill, W.S. 


13th June. Complaint is given in by William Zeman, advocate, against Mr. 
James Cheyne, W.S., for writing a bill and letters of horning at the instance of 
Mr. Patrick Oliphant, advocate, against the complainer,. Mr. George Oliphant, 
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possessor of the manor place, houses and yards of the Newtoun, and Sir Gilbert 
Stewart, sheriff depute of Perth, where the lands lie—upon a pretended act or 
interloquitor by the lords of session for reponing the said Mr. Patrick Oliphant, 
against a decreet obtained at the instance of: the said William Zeman against the 
said Mr. Patrick, ordaining them to debate, as if they were in a reduction, and 
assigning a day for that effect to both parties, and in the meantime continuing the 
matter; by which bill and letters the said Mr. James Cheyne has concluded to 
charge the complainers to repone the said Mr. Patrick to the possession of the lands 
and estate of Newtoun. After hearing the complaint, and “the richts reasones and 
allegatiounes” of both the parties, and the said Mr. James Cheyne having denied 
subscribing the letters, the commissioners ordain the complainer to produce at next 
dict of the meeting the said bill and principal act for proving the complaint. 


9th November. Mr. David Watsone, treasurer, intimated that he had “given 
furth” of the box at the desire of Mr. William Sharp, keeper of his majesty’s signet, 
“to James Hog, writer in Edinburgh, ane poore and indigent sicklie man in his 
necessitie and great distress, tuo rex dollars,’ and also, at the desire of the said 
keeper, to Easter Alexander, daughter of the late Robert Alexander, writer to the 
signet, “ane poore sicke woman, in hir great necessitie and distress, ane rex dollar.” 
And also, at the desire of the commissioners, he had paid for George Neill, son of 
the late: Robert Neill, writer to the signet, “to John Tailzeowr, tayliowr, burgess 
of the Cannagaite,” the sum of £50 Scots in name of prentice fee, conform to the 
indentures passed betuixt the said John Tayliowr on one part, and the said George 
Neill, with consent of Isobell Measlet, his mother, and of Robert Veitche, brother to 
Sir John Veitche of Dawick, now her husband, and the said Mr. David Watsone, 
on the other part, of date the 12th of February 1668: all which payments are 
approved by the commissioners, who also ordain the said Mr. David to pay other 
three rex dollars to the said James Hog in his necessity: and they ordain three of 
their number to speak to Sir Robert Sinclair, advocate, dean of faculty, anent the 
said James Hog, representing that he had several times received charity out of the 
writers’ box, and that as he had been servant to divers advocates when he was in 
health, they might afford him some supply out of the advocates’ box. 

The pension of £24 Scots yearly, which was granted before to the said Isobell 
Measlet, is now discharged for any bygones since Candlemas last and in time coming. 

Robert Hay and Hugh Paterson are appointed to revise the accounts of James 
Allan, their former treasurer. The same two, with James Allan, are appointed to 
revise the accounts of Mr. David Watsone, present treasurer. 5 


23d NOVEMBER. Complaint is given in by William Zeman, advocate, against 
Mr. William Gordowne, and John Alexander, younger, writers to the signet, for 
giving in a bill for reponing Mr. Patrick Oliphant to the possession of the estate 
of Newtoun, a pretended act (as mentioned in the minute of 13th June). John 
Alexander having acknowledged the offence, is fined in £20 Scots; and Mr. William 
Gordowne, having admitted that he subscribed the letters inadvertently, is fined in 
£40 Scots, and suspended from office during the commissioners’ pleasure. 

The complaint against Mr. James Cheyne in the said matters being also con- 
sidered, the letters complained of are found to be “ unformall,” but Mr. James denied 
that he subscribed them. 
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On supplication by Alexander Alexander, youngest son of the deceased Robert 
Alexander, “ ane poore young orphan,” the treasurer is ordered to pay to Jean Ramsay, 
wife of John Harper, “cordoner” in Edinburgh, who has the keeping of the “said 
poore childe” one rex dollar monthly from 1st November instant, to Ist April next. 

On supplication by Isobell Carmichaell, relict of Peter Barbour, W.S., “ane 
aged infirme and poore woman,’ the treasurer is ordered to pay one rex dollar 
monthly out of the box, for her “supplie” with her “poore fatherles childrene,” 
during the pleasure of the commissioners. 

Complaint at the instance of Robert Dickson and Eales Miller, his mother, some- 
time in Clerkington, and now at Eastbridge of Auchindenny, against John Trotter, 
W.S., for “forming and subseryving” of letters of horning and poinding at the 
instance of Alexander Bothwell, younger of Glencors, against the complainers, upon 
a pretended minute, of tack betwixt the parties “for the roume and mailling of 
Easterbridge.” The commissioners find the letters “to be unformallie and un- 
warrantablie raised,” and defer censure upon the said John Trotter until the next 
meeting. 


26th November. Admission of Nicoll Hardie, son of the. late Robert Hardie, 
burgess of Edinburgh, and late prentice aud servant to John Muire, W.S. 


7th DEcEMBER. Mr. William Gordon is reponed upon his supplication. 


1669. 


17th JUNE. Edward Nisbet, officer, is ordained to take up a full list of the 
prentices and servants of the writers, attested by their masters, and to be delivered 
to the keeper of the signet. = 


29th OCTOBER. Mr. William Sharpe, keeper of the signet, reported concerning 
a signature written by Mr, William Clarke, advocate, and sent up in haste to 
Whitehall, to be superscribed by his majesty in favour of Sir William Ker of 
Haddine, Kt., director of chancery, containing a gift to him of some debatable lands 
on the borders of Scotland ; and having been superscribed by the king, aud passed 
in exchequer, was presented to Mr. David Watsone, writer to the signet, and one of 
their commissioners, for writing and drawing forth of a precept thereupon, which 
the said Mr. David refused to do, in regard that the signature was not written by 
one of his own servants nor by a writer to the signet, without the warrant of the 
commissioners had and obtained for that effect. The commissioners, considering that 
the signature was formed by advice of advocates, in a sudden manner, and was sent 
to court with some expedition, for obtaining his majesty’s superscription, the matter 
requiring some more than ordinary despatch, and that it was in favour of the director 
of his majesty’s chancery, do therefore give warrant to the said Mr. David for 
writing the precept thereupon, and pass simpliciter from any censure that may or 
can be used against him therefor. 


Ne 2R 
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1670. 


llth Marcu. Sederunt, Sir William Sharpe, keeper of the signet, James 
Allane, John Cunynghame, Mr. David Watsone, Mr. Robert Hamiltoune, 

Aare T oa of Robert Carnegie, son of Sir Alexander Carnegie of ERON, 
Knight, and late prentice to James Allan, W.S. ' r 


16th Marcu. Sederunt, Sir William Sharp, keeper of the signet, Mr. Alexander 
Hamilton, Robert Hay, John Ounynghame, Mr. David Watsone, Hugh Paterson, 
Mr. Robert Hamilton. 

Admission of Mr. James Cunynghame, son of the deceased Mr. James Cunyng- 
hame in Alloway, and late prentice and servant to John Cunynghame, W.S. 

17th NovemBeR. Mr. David Watson, treasurer, is ordained to give assignation 
to Patrick Thomson, merchant, burgess of Stirling, of 600 merks, contained in bond 
granted by Mr. John Livingstoun, M.D., and Mr. William Livingstoun, writer in 
Edinburgh, his brother-german, to the said Mr. David and his successors ; and to 
discharge the said Mr. John and Mr. William Livingstoun, thereof; and-to accept 
bond from the said Patrick Thomson, James Thomson, merchant, burgess of 
Kirkcaldy, his eldest brother, and Robert Gib, merchant, burgess of Stirling, for 
the said sum, at the yearly interest of £24. 


1671. 


4th JANUARY. Admission of Mr, William Innes, son of William Innes of 
Tibbertie, late prentice and servant to the deceased Robert Alexander, and there- 
after servant to the deceased William Chalmer, and Mr. James Cheyne. 
The commissioners suspend John Hamiltoun, W.S., for having been long absent 
from Edinburgh, and not attending his chamber. 
gk ugh Wallace, writer to the signet, is appointed procurator-fiscal to the “ whole 
calling.” 


26th JANUARY. Admission of John M‘Pherson, son of Dowgall M'Pherson of 
Powrie, late prentice and servant to John Cunynghame. 

Admission of Alexander Aikinbeid, son of the deceased David Aikinheid, writer 
in poops late prentice and servant to the deceased James Chrystie. 


30th JANUARY. Archibald Marshell is | suspended for subscribing letters to 
unfreemen. 

Mr. James Cheyne is suspended for the same offence. 

Mr. William Guthrie is suspended for the same offence. 

Warrant is given to James Allan to subscribe letters for Mr. James Cheyne, 
during the time of his suspension. i : 

6th FEBRUARY. Mr. James Cheyne is continued under suspension, his case 
being still under trial. 

Mr. William Henryson, being complained against for subscribing letters written 
by common agents, is ordained to give up a true list of his servants. 
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Mr. William Guthrie, craving to be reponed, is continued under suspension, and 
Mr, David Watson is discharged to subscribe any letters for him in the meantime. 

George Colquhoun is suspended for transgressing the acts. 

Mr. James Weir, having been complained against by the fiscal, and duly warned 
to compear before the commissioners, sent “his missive letter of excuse” to Sir 
William Sharpe, keeper of the signet; for which he is fined in a Jeg-dollar, and 
his letters stopped. 

Mr. William Gordoun, being complained against for subscribing letters to 
agents, etc., denies the charge, and is ordered to give up a list of his servants and 
prentices. 

Mr. James Keith, complained soimi on the same account, his case is continued. 

Patrick Don, complained against for the same fault, and having denied the 
charge, is ordered to give up a list of his servants and prentices. 

Complaint against John Alexander, younger, for similar faults, is denied. 

Complaint against Mr. Archibald Menzies, denied. He is ordained to be ready 
in eight days to give his oath thereupon, and in the meantime to -give up a list of 
his prentices and servants, which he did at once. j 


13th FEBRUARY: John Trotter’s letters are stopped antl he give up a list of 
his “ oune true, actuall and reall servands and prenteissis.” 

George Dallas, complained against for the same fault, is ordained to give up a 
list of his servants and apprentices. 

James Johnston, for the same complaint, is ordered in like manner. 

Nicol Hardie, the same. ` 

' John Kennedy, for the same fault, is suspended. 

Andrew Aikman, for thesame complaint, is ordered to Acute S a list as usual: 

James Peiter, is ordered in like manner. _ 

John Alexander, the same. ! 

Mr. James Weir, the same. 

Mr. James Cheyne reponed. 

Mr. Robert Hamilton is empowered to subscribe for suspended brethren. 7 

Ester Alexander, only surviving child of the late Robert Alexander, W.S., 
“ane sicklie poore indigent woman, unable to goe to service or to act any thing for 
her lyvliehood,” craving some supply, i is allowed two rex dollars. 


23d FEBRUARY. George Colquhoun and Mr, William atu give up lists of 
their servants. 


John Kennedy, having confessed his fault, is reponed. 


29th MARCH. Andrew foe complained against for unwarrantably writing 
letters of horning, is fined in five leg-dollars. 

The same Andrew Young being complained against for accepting the office of 
clerk to the “ Chirurgians ” of Edinburgh, contrary to “the acts of the calling, y 
made in 1594 and in 1613, and ratified on 1st February 1664; and a former ìn- 
stance being cited against him, of his “seekeing to procure to himself the clerkship 
of the wrights and meassones of the said burgh,” he is ee to answer to the 
complaint at next meeting. 
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Archibald- Marshall is reponed, and gave up the names of Robert Wallace and 
George Sinclair as his actual servants. 
Reponed writers are ordained te pay half a rex dollar to the officer. 


25th APRIL. Andrew Young appeared to answer to the complaint against him, 
and alleged that the deceased Anton Whyt had been clerk to the chirurgians until 
1619, when the deceased Thomas Edzer was elected to that office. The commis- 
sioners thereupon appointed James Allane, and Hugh Patersone, two of their number, 
with Hugh Wallace, procurator-fiscal, to confer with the said Andrew, and te receive 
his answer “in writt” and “to tak ane view and inspectioun of the said chirurgians, 
there books and registers schewing whether any wryters to the signet wer clerks to 
the saide chirurgians,” and to report. R 

The letters of Mr. William Henryson are ordered to be stopped, y= his not 
compearing apon citation to answer to a complaint by the fiscal. 


2d May. In reference to the complaint against Anine Toug it was reported 
that the books of the chirurgians of Edinburgh showed that Anton Whyte, writer 
to the signet, was clerk to that society for some years previous to 1619; but the 
reporters were informed that he demitted the said office on being ordained to do so 
by the commissioners of the writers for, the time, “as it was licklie and probable i in 
regairde he lived untill the yeare of God 1634,” and continued to exercise his office 
of writing to the signet: and that Thomas Edzer was clerk to the chirurgians from 
1619 to 1631 or 1632, during which time he was not a writer to the signet; “ bot 
onlie ane commoun notar,” and servitor to the late Mathew Cunynghame, writer: 
but having been admitted as writer to the signet after his master’s death, he 
“changed the way of wryting of his surname from Edzer to: Edgar, and immediately 
efter his admissioun foresaid he dimitted his office of clerkschipe to the chirurgians.” 
The process is continued te next meeting. 


22d June. The treasurer reperted that le had uplifted 600 merks from Patrick 
Thomson, merchant, burgess of Stirling, due by bond granted by him and James 
Thomsen, merchant, burgess of Kirkcaldy, his eldest brother, and Robert Gib, mer- 
chant, burgess of Stirling. The commissioners approve of the treasurer’s action, and 
recommend him to lend out the money for the'use of the poor of the calling. 


29th JunE. John Hamilton is reponed, having promised to give up a true list 
of his prentices and servants, which is given in thus:—Mr. Robert Urie, ‘James 
Somerville, John Wilson, 

On supplication by Allan Logan, formerly “ refused to be accepted,” in the list of 
George Colquhoun’s servants, he is allowed te write in the chamber of ue said 
George as his servant. 

Nicol Hardie, complained upon for subscribing lelien written by Robert Inglis 
and James Tailziefeir, servants to Mr. si ei Hamilton, agent, having denied the 
charge, is acquitted. 

Alexander Aikenhead is acquitted han a similar charge. 


6th JuLy, It is enacted “that in all tyme comeing no persone to be admitted 
to examinatioun and tryall [for admission as writers to the signet] bote such as sall 
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then instruct by indenters that they have served foure yeares as prenteis and servand 
with ane wryter to the signet, and who have not encroached upon the priviledges of 
the calling by takeing up and keiping of wryting chambers before the obtaineing 
from my lord secretarie of their commissioun : and that the tyme of examinatioun and 
tryall of all intrant wryters in tyme coming shall only be in the vacance tyme and 
winter sessioun, and at no other tyme: and for the more exact and solemne maner 
of examinatioun and tryall of the abilities and qualificatiouns of all intrant wryters 
in tyme coming, it is enacted and ordained that the number of examinators sall be 
three of the commissioners at the fewest, or more as they sall appoynt, which exam- 
inators when they are named sall be obleiged to accept, and to procecde impartiallie 
in the examinatioun and tryall ; and that there sall be at least two several dyets of 
examination to be holden per vices in the examinators chambers; at the first of which 
dyets the persone concerned is to be examined upon lettres and summonds, signators 
and precepts of all sorts that passe the signet; and the second dyet upon the formes 
and natures of all sorts of securities ; and that the whole examinators or three at 
least be present at all the dyets, and that they putt’the pairtie to answer their 
queres, and to the drawing and forming of any writt or paper, charter or precept in 
Latine that they sall prescryve if they “think it expedient, which he is instantlie to 
perform in their presence under his hand}; and the saids dyets of examination being 
elapsed, then the pairtie examined is to desyre a meeting of the keeper and whole 
commissioneres, at which meeting the examinators are to report the procedor of their 
examinations under their hands, to be considered by the whole commissioneres ; and 
if the whole commissioneres, or major part of them, shall find that the pairtie so 
examined hes in any good measure acquit himself, then they sall by pluralitie of 
voyces either admitt or reject the pairtie so examined as they sall see cause; and 
this maner of examinatioun and admissioun the keeper and commissioneres ordaine to 
be duelie observed in all tyme comeing, and that everie wryter who sall be admitted 
in tyme comeing he obleiged to pay fourtie merks Scots money to the poores box, 
and twentie merks money foresaid to the clerk. ' 


16th Aucust. Admission of Mr. Francis Thomsone, son of the deceased William 
Thomsone, portioner of Angustoun, and lately servant to Mr. William Thomson, 
writer to the signet, his brother-german. 

Admission of Henry Moresone, eldest son of the deceased John Moresone, 
merchant, burgess of Edinburgh, and lately servant to James Allane, W.S. 

Admission of James Hay, son of the deceased Mr. David Hay of Woodcokdaill, 
lately prentice and servant to Mr. William Charters and John Kennedie, W.S. 

Admission of Mr. James Elphingstoun, son of William Elphingstoun of Ressaviot, 
and lately prentice and servant to Mr. Archibald Nisbet. 


5th SEPTEMBER. Admission of James Charteris, son of the deceased William 


Charteris of Auchinstrowan, and pose prentice and servant to John Alexander, 
elder, W.S. È 


3d OCTOBER. Admission of John Loutfoot, son of the deceased John Loutfoot, 
burgess of Edinburgh, and lately prentice and servant to the deceased George Sibbald. 


20th November. Admission of Mr. Hugh Monro, lately prentice and servant 
to James Peter. 
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Admission of Harie Grahame, late prentice and servant to Mr. William Thomsone. 


‘91st DECEMBER. Admission of Robert Burnet, eldest son of the late Gawin’ 
Burnet, writer to the signet, and lately prentice and servant to the deceased John 
Trotter, W.S. , 


1672. 


24th JuLY. Sederunt, Sir William Sharpe, keeper of his majesty’s signet, 
Robert Hay, James Allan, Mr. David Watsone, Heugh Patersone, Mr. Robert 
Hamiltoun. 

Admission of Mr. Thomas Gordone, eldest son of Mr. James Gordone of Buthlay, 
and lately prentice and servant to the deceased Mr. Alexander Hamiltoun, W.S, 


18th Novemsper. Mr. William Heuryson is ptf for writing letters to 
the signet for agents and unfreemen. 

John Hamilton suspended for similar fault. 

Mr, William Guthrie suspended for similar fault. 

Archibald Marshall warned for the same fault. $ 

Mr. James Cheyne being complained upon for the same fault, b letters are 
ordered to be stopped until “ he make his appeirance ” to answer for his transgressions. 


25th NOVEMBER. Admission of James Stewart, son of the deceased John 
Stewart of Fongorth, lately prentice and servant to Mr. William Guthrie. 

On supplication presented by Mr. John Lyon, mentioning that he had served 
the late Alexander Leslie, W.S., for ten years, and had now obtained a commission 
from his majesty’s secretary for admitting to the office of writer to the signet, 
although he had no indentures of apprenticeship, the commissioners dispense with 
the want of indentures in his case, and ordain him to be examined. 


2d DECEMBER. Admission of the said Mr. John Lyon. 

Mr. William Henryson, compearing and acknowledging his fault, is reponed. 
John Hamilton is reponed in like manner. j 
Mr. William Guthrie is likewise reponed. 


9th DECEMBER. Sederunt, Sir William Scharpe, keeper of the signet, Robert 
Hay, James Allane, Mr. David Watsone, Hugh Patersone, and Mr. Robert 
Hamiltone. 

Admission of William Panton, son of the deceased James Panton of Blackhouse, 
and late prentice and servant to Mr. James Cheyne. + 


30th DECEMBER. Admission of James Scott, son of the late Sir William Scott 
of Clerkingtoune, Knight, and late prentice to James Allan. 

On supplication by Ester Alexander, “ only lawfull daughter and chyld of the 
first marriage of the deceast Robert Alexander, wryter to his majesties signet, ane 
sicklie poore indigent woman, unable to goe to service or to act anything for her 
livlyhood (as appeired)” the commissioners allowed her ten merks furth of the box. 
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1673. 


13th JANUARY. Admission of Alexander Chaplane, eldest son of the deceased 
Robert Chaplane, clerk depute in Dundee, and ‘late servant with Mr. James 
Cheyne, his want of indentures being dispensed with. 


26th JUNE. Complaint of Charles Carse, sometime of Fordell, and Sir Mark 
Carse of Cokpen, Knight, as parties, and Hugh Wallace, procurator-fiscal, against 
Mr. William Henrysone, narrating that the said Charles Carse, being charged by 
letters of horning subscribed by the said Mr. William, and raised at the instance of 
Thomas Winderlie of London, merchant, for payment of £400 sterling, as principal, 
and £30 of expenses, in terms of bond alleged to be granted by the said Charles, 
of date 1st September 1669, and registered in the books of council and session 7th 
September 1671; and that the said Charles obtained suspension from the Lords of 
council and session of the said charge, by finding James Stamfield, merchant, burgess 
of Edinburgh, cautioner, to whom the said Sir Mark granted his bond of relief,— 
which letters were unwarrantably raised because the said bond contained the pro- 
vision that the said Thomas Winderlie, before receiving payment of the said amount, 
or interest, or using execution for that effect, should grant security to John 
Winderlie, his son, procreated betwixt him and Anna Carse, sister to the said 
Charles, now deceased, that the money should belong to the said John on his 
attaining to the age of 21 years, the sufficiency of the security to be decided by 
Anthonie Knichtbridge and Creswell Levine, both of Grayes Inn, or either of them, 
notwithstanding which provision the said Mr. William Henrysone had raised the 
letters without . the production of any writ bearing that such security had been 
offered ; and the complainers having compeared and produced before the commis- 
sioners an extract of the aforesaid bond, and Mr. William Henrysone having con- 
fessed that he wrote the said letters without any bill or document clearing the said 
provision, the commissioners do find the letters to be “informallie raised upon the 
said bond,” and suspend the said Mr. William Henrysone from his office during the 
pleasure of the keeper of the signet. 

On supplication by Alexander Greg, writer in Edinburgh, some time prentice 
and servant to the late George Watsone, “ane aged poore man,” he is allowed £20 
Scots from the box. 7 

Janet Couper, daughter of the late Andrew Couper, .W.S., “ane aged poore 
woman, and weaklie in her eyes, unable to work or act anything for her lyvelihood,” 
is allowed 20 merks from the box. 


21st OCTOBER. Admission of Mr. Robert Murray, eldest son of the late John 
Murray, merchant, burgess of Edinburgh, and late prentice and servant to Mr. 
William Thomsone. 


27th NOVEMBER.. Admission of Mr. Alexander Home, son of John Home of 
Manderston, and late prentice and servant to Mr. William Cheislie. 


29th NOVEMBER Admission of James Lambie, writer in Edinburgh, late 
prentice and servant to the deceased Robert Alexander. 2 
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Admission of Robert Kyle (or Keill), writer in Edinburgh, late prentice and 
servant to James Carnagie. 

Admission of Robert Bell, late prentice and servant to the deceased Patrick Don. 

James Whyte, lawful son of the late Antonie Whyte, “ane aged poor man,” is 
allowed 50 merks. 


24th DECEMBER. Admission of William Hoge, late servant to the deceased 
John Wilkie. 


1674. 
19th FEBRUARY. The treasurer receives warrant to uplift 1000 merks due 
for the use of the poor from Sir Peter Wedderburné of Gosfoord, and to lend the 
same to Mr. James Chrystie of Stenton, upon his bond. 


4th JUNE. Admission of John Campbell, late prentice and servant to the late 
Richard Guthrie. 

Admission of Alexander Ord, late prentice and servant to the late Richard 
Guthrie. 

Tsobell Garvie, relict of William Chalmer, W.S., receives £20 from the box, 
being “ane distrest and poore indigent widdow.” 

John Gilbert, writer, and sometime prentice to the late James VO “ane 
poore sicklie man, haveing the perrills in his head and other infirmities of his 
bodie,” is allowed £20 from the box. 


23d JULY. Sederunt, Sir William Sharp, keeper of the signet, John Cunyng- 
hame, Robert Hay, Mr. David Watson, Hugh Paterson, Mr. Robert Hamiltoun. 

Admission of Mr. John Semple, late servant to the deceased John Semple, and 
afterwards to the deceased Walter Ewing, writers to the signet. 


30th NOVEMBER. Mr. David Watson, treasurer, having reported that he had 
lent to Mr. James Aikenhead of Whytehouse, one of the commissioners of Edin- 
burgh, Mr. William Castellaw, son of the deceased William Castellaw, apothecary, 
burgess of Edinburgh, and Alexander Aikenhead, W.S., the sum of 1000 merks, 
pertaining to the poor of the calling, which sum was formerly in the hands of Mr. 
James Chrystie of Stentoun, the commissioners ratify and approve of the transaction. 

Complaint by Hugh Paterson, writer to the signet, against John Hamilton, 
writer to the signet, “mentioning that where albeit it be expreslie ordered and 
appoynted that none bot commissioners and their assistants subscryve for any writer, 
and that none subscryve for another without a written warrant, yet it is of veritie 
that the said John Hamiltoun, being none of these that hes power to subscryve for 
any wryter, and haveing no warrand or desyre either be word or writt from the 
said Hugh Paterson, yea, not so much as from any servant of his, hes most grosselie 
contraveined the said act, and prejudged and affronted the said Hugh, in subscryveing 
as for him lettres of horning, that he himself had refused and directed to be 
transcryved and amended, in so far as there being bill and lettres of horning written 
at Alexander Bell’s instance, in the said Hugh Paterson his chamber, by James 
Ramsay, a prenteis of his upon a decreit of suspension, and the extract of the bond 
of cautionrie against ane John Kincade, and the said Hugh, when they wer offered 
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to his hand observing that they wer wrong as being against the attester as well as 
the cautioner, did refuso to subseryve them, and commanded his servant to writt 
them over onlie against the suspender and the cautioner, which while he wes doeing, 
the said Alexander Bell in the said Hugh Paterson his absence catched up the bill 
and letters from his servant under pretence to let the lord president see them, and 
insteade therof, procured the said John Hamiltouns hand to them, efter what way 
and maner the said Hugh desyred the saids commissioners to enquyre; and seing 
the attester who wes charged with the said horneing hes complained of the said 
Hugh to the lords as if there had been ane contryvance in it, the said Hugh Paterson 
humblie desyred that the saids commissioners would vindicate his innocence, and 
tak such course with the said John Hamiltons malversatioun as the cause requyred.” 

Parties being heard, and the said John Hamilton acknowledging that he had 
subscribed the said letters at the request of the said Alexander Bell, without reading 
them, the commissioners appoint James Allan and Mr. Robert Hamiltoun to 
examine Hugh Paterson’s servants, and to report. 

On supplication by James Hog, late servant to the deceased Mr. Laurence 
Oliphant, advocate, “ane poor indigent and sicklie man,” with wife and children, 
the treasurer is authorised to pay to him £10 out of the box. 


167 5. 


6th Aucust. Admission of William Menzies of Raw, sometime prentice and 
servant to Mr. William Cheislie, W.S. 

The treasurer is allowed to assign to William Yeaman, advocate, a bond granted 
by James Montgomerie, merchant, burgess of Edinburgh, Andrew Scott, stationer, 
burgess thereof, and the said William Yeaman, to the treasurer, for the use of the 
poor of the calling, containing 500 merks, to the effect that the said William may 
seek his relief from the other granters, and to accept of a new bond for the said 
principal sum, and to be granted by the said assignee, and Arthur Straton, elder, 
writer in Edinburgh. 


30th NOVEMBER. Admission of George M‘Kenzie, writer in Edinburgh, formerly 
prentice and servant to Mr. John Bayne. 
Admission of William Russell, lately servant to the deceased Alexander Leslie. 


1676. 


9th Maron. Sir William Scharpe, keeper of the signet, or Mr. Robert Hamilton, 
W.S., or both of them, conjunctly or severally, are appointed to meet with those of 
the lords of council and session, and advocates, appointed for the same purpose, for 
the examination of a professor of humanity in the College of Edinburgh. 


18th DECEMBER. Admission of Mr. Robert Richardson, lately prentice and 
servant to Hugh Paterson. i 


21st DECEMBER. Hugh Wallace, John Mure, and George Dallas, writers to the 
signet, are ordained to be cited for “ exercesing of the office of agents, contrare the 


acts of the calling.” 
28 
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A list ordered to be made of all who keep public chambers in the burgh of 
Edinburgh, either as notaries or unfreemen that have not taken the act of regulation. 

All writers to the signet not admitted as notaries public, to be warned to the 
next meeting “for exerceing of there office of wryting to the signet, they not being 
public notars.” 

The commissioners ordain their meeting to be monthly at the signet chamber on 
Monday. 

Edward Nisbet, officer, is ordained to go through the chambers of the writers, 
and to make a list of their servants and prentices, attested by the writers; the list 
to be delivered to the keeper of the signet, that all such as have not paid their fees 
may do so. 

James Whyte, son of the late Antonie Whyte, W.S., “ane aged poore man,” is 
allowed 50 merks, 

Esther Alexander, only child of the late Robert Alexander, “ane sicklie poore 
indigent woman,” is allowed £20. 

John Gilbert, writer, sometime prentice to the late James Wilson, “ane aged 
poore sicklie man having the paralysis in his head, and other infirmities in his body, 
unable to act or doe anything for his lyveliechood,” is allowed £20. 


1677. 


22d JANUARY, ‘The roll being called, absent brethren without excuse, are fined 
in half a rex dollar, and their letters to be stopped until payment. Their names 
are: John Hamilton, John Mure, Mr. James Keith, Mr. James Elphinstone, James 
Charters, and James Scott, transgressors of the “act of the calling” made on 22d 
January 1666, to be pursued before the commissioners, 

The brethren are ordained to meet in the parliament or new session house, at 
such time as they shall be warned thereto by the officer, at the direction of the 
keeper of the signet. 

The first meeting is appointed to be on the first Monday of February next. 

The treasurer is authorised to pay to Walter Cuninghame, keeper of the parlia- 
ment house, the sum of £12 for “his paines and service” in attending on their 
meetings there. 


17th APRIL. The treasurer having reported that he had 900 merks uplifted by 
him from the prentices and servants, ready to be lent on security, and that Alexander 
Gordoun of Earlstoun, William Cleland of Fascan, and Mr. John Baillie of Carphin, 
desired to borrow the same, the commissioners authorise him to do so. 


Tth JUNE. On supplication by Margaret Watson, daughter of the late George 
Watson, W.S., the sum of £12 is allowed from the box for the funeral expenses of 
Katherine Nisbet, her mother. 

Testimony subscribed by the commissioners in favour of Mr. Robert Richardson, 
W.S., that “for ought they ever heard or knew,” he was a person of entire fame: 
dated 19th July 1677. 
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1678. 


5th JANUARY. Admission of Robert Watson, lately prentice and servant to 
Mr. William Cheislie, W.S. 


14th FEBRUARY. Absent-brethren, not excused, are fined in a rex dollar each, 
viz.: Andrew Young, Mr. Archibald Nisbet, Mr. James Keith, Mr. William Gibsoun, 
Mr. James Weir, Nicoll Hardie, Mr. James Elphinstone, James Charters, Mr. 
Thomas Gordon, William Hog, Mr. John Semple, and Mr. Robert Richardson. 

Sir William Sharp, keeper of the signet, having declared that he was specially 
ordered by the lords of session to convene the whole writers to the signet, and to 
signify that the lords of privy council by their act of 11th February instant, ordained 
the bond therein mentioned to be offered to the lords of session to be taken by 
them, and had recommended to the said lords to appoint the said bond to be sub- 
scribed by all the members of the college of justice, advocates, clerks, and writers 
to the signet; which bond having been read, and cousidered, it was agreed in 
regard of the great importance thereof, to defer the further consideration of it nntil 
their next meeting. 


18th FEBRUARY. Absents fined in one rex dollar. 

Sir William Scharp having produced the “bond of regularities,” ordained by the 
privy council to be subscribed by all the members of the college of justice, advocates, 
clerks, and writers to the signet, obliging them, and their “wives, bairnes and 
servants” not to be present at conventicles, but to live orderly, and not to reset, 
supply, or intercommune with ministers or vagrant preachers, but to endeavour to 
apprehend them; which bond having been taken into their “serious consideration,” 
was subscribed by the “commissioners and remanent bretheren.” 

The treasurer is appointed to give the sum of four rex dollars to Walter 
Cunnynghame, keeper of the parliament house, “for bis paines and service,” in 
attending on the meetings of the brethren. 

24th OCTOBER. Admission of John Hamilton, writer in Edinburgh, late prentice 
and servant to the deceased Mr, William Charteris, W.S. 


13th NOVEMBER. Admission of Mr. Peter Arbuthnot, lately prentice and 
servant to Henry Grahame, W.S. 


24th DECEMBER. Admission of John M‘Farlane, writer in Edinburgh, lately 
prentice and servant to Mr. John Bayne, W.S. 


1679. 


2lst JANUARY. Sederunt, Sir William Scharp, keeper, Robert Hay, James 
Allan, John Cunynghame, Mr. David Watsone, Mr. Robert Hamilton. 

On supplication by James Whyte, son of the deceased Anthonie Whyte, W.S., 
being “ane aged poore man,” £20 is allowed to him from the box. 

Esther Alexander, only child of the first marriage of the late Robert Alexander, 
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W.S., “ane sicklie poor indigent woman unable to goe to service,’ is allowed 20 


` merks. 


John Hamilton, elder, W.S., “ane aged sicklie indigent man, craving some 
supplie furth of there box,” is allowed fifty merks. 


9th APRIL. The commissioners appoint Sir William Scharpe, keeper, or Mr. 
Robert Hamilton, to be commissioner for them in the examination of a professor of 
humanity in the College of Edinburgh. 


18th June. “The which day the advocates and wryters to his majesties 
signet, and certaine of the clerks of counsall and sessioun, being met and conveined 
in the parliament house of Edinburgh be the ordour of the lords of sessioun, elected, 
nominat, and choysed Sir Andrew Birnie, advocat, deane of facultie, captaine; Sir 
William Sharp of Stonyhill, knight, keeper of his majesties signet, leivetennant ; 
and Mr. James Grahame, advocat, ensigne, to the colledge of justice there companie 
of foote to be putt out be them for his majesties service against these who have 
risen up in rebellioun in the West against his majestic.” 


20th June. Hugh Wallace, W.S., is elected to the post of “ayd lievetennent,” 
to the said company. 


1680. 


23d FEBRUARY. Admission of Laurence Oliphant, eldest son to Laurence 
Oliphant of Orchardmilne, and lately prentice and servant to the deceased William 
Lochart, W.S. 


23d FEBRUARY. Admission of Mr. William Stirling, son of the deceased Mr. 
George Stirling, indweller in Glasgow, and lately prentice and servant to John 
Cunningham, W.S. 

On report by Mr. David Watsone, treasurer, that a bond was granted by 
Alexander Gordon of Earlstoun, William Cleland of Fascan, and Mr. John Baillie 
of Carphin, conjunctly and severally to the poor of the writers to his majesty’s signet, 
for 900 merks, dated 17th April 1677, the commissioners recommend to Sir 
William Scharp to deal with John, Duke of Lauderdale, his majesty’s secretary, and 
the commissioners of the treasury, that no gift be passed of the said Alexander 
Gordon’s “forefaultrie,” for his rebellion in being with the rebels, in the West, in 
June last, until the said debt be paid. 

“The commissioners haveing sene and considered ane accompt offered of the 
expenses about the foote companie of the colledge of justice, the tyme of the late 
rebellioun, doe recommend to Mr. David Watsone one of there number to waite upon 
the Lord Sawline who was then deane of facultie, and represent to his lordship 
that the saids commissioners find severall articles of this accompt to be very high, 
and they desyre to know how and where the colours and liveries mentioned in the 
said accompt ar secured, to be made furthcomeing when use sall be of them upon 
any future occasion ; and to speake with his lordship as to what further wes men- 
tioned amongst them for there clearing of this mater, that upon the said Mr. David 
his report, they may give order for payment of the saids wryters there proportioun 
thereof; and that the said Mr. David goe about this with all diligence, and report 
to them ane speedie answere.” 
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11th May. Admission of Mr. Robert Innes, eldest son of the deceased Alex- 
ander Innes of Blairtoun, and lately prentice and servant to Mr. William Thomson, 
W.S. 


7th JULY. Admission of John Marshall, writer in Edinburgh, lately prentice 
and servant to Andrew Aikman, W.S. 


9th JULY. Admission of Andrew Acheson, writer in Edinburgh, lately prentice 
aud servant to John Kennedy, W.S. 


24th SEPTEMBER. Alexander Ord, W.S., having compeared and declared that 
he had subscribed letters and other writs passing the signet for Mr. David Pitcairne, 
an agent, written by the agent’s own servant in his own chamber, and having 
promised faithfully to keep the acts in time coming, the commissioners, though find- 
ing him liable to deprivation, yet “upon earnest desyre,” repone him to his office. 

Mr. Peter Arbuthnot makes acknowledgment of a similar offence and inacts 
himself to observe the rules in future. 


25th SEPTEMBER. Alexander Aikenhead, writer to the signet, is appointed 
their procurator-fiscal in room of Hugh Wallace. 

Sir William Scharp, keeper of the signet, having reported a proposal in favour 
of the “good toun” of Edinburgh, concerning an imposition granted by his majesty 
upon ale and beer, in July last, and that the lords of session and the faculty of 
advocates had consented thereto, the “commissioners and bodie, in testimony of 
there respect to the good toun,” do also grant their consent to the said impost. 

The commissioners, upon a representation to them by Mr. David Dinmure, 
advocate, on behalf of the faculty of advocates, anent the payment of the expenses 
of the company of foot which was in arms for the college of justice, do appoint Mr. 
David Watson, treasurer, to pay 200 merks, as their proportion of the expenses, 
being one third of the whole. 


22d NOVEMBER. Admission of Mr. William Hamilton, son of the deceased 
Archibald Hamilton of Halcraig, and lately prentice and servant to the late John 
Sempill, W.S. 
1681. 
13th January. Admission of Hugh Archibald, writer in Edinburgh, lately 
prentice and servant to Mr. Archibald Nisbet, W.S. 


9th FEBRUARY. Admission of Mr. William Thomsone, only lawful son to Mr. 
William Thomsone, writer to the signet, “educat and bred with him in his airt 
and vocatioun of wryteing to his majesties signet, and who served him as ane servant 
therein be the space of ten years.” 


5th Marcu. Esther Alexander, only daughter of the deceased Robert Alexander, 
W.S., by Jean Cargil, his first wife, receives £20 from the box. 


13th Jury. Commission by Alexander, Earl of Moray, sole secretary of state 
for Scotland, appointing Sir William Scharp of Stonyhill, depute keeper of his 
majesty’s signet, for and under the said Earl; Robert Hay, James Allane, John 
Cunninghame, Mr, David Watson, Hugh Paterson, Mr. Robert Hamilton, Andrew 
Young, Mr. William Thomson, Hugh Wallace, George Dallas, James Hay, and John 
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Campbell to be commissioners for regulating the “calling,” of the writers to the 
signet. 
Mr. Robert Hamilton is appointed clerk to the commissioners and the calling. 
James Whyte, son of the deceased Anthonie Whyte, W.S., is appointed officer 
to the commissioners and the whole calling. 


16th SEPTEMBER. Admission of William Patoun, writer in Edinburgh, lately 
prentice and servant to John Cunynghame, W.S. 


5th DECEMBER. Gilbert Nicolson, servitor to the keeper, is nominated as clerk 
(in the absence of Mr. Robert Hamilton, late clerk) for this diet and longer at the 
commissioners’ pleasure. 

The commissioners recommend to the keeper to write to the Earl of Moray, 
secretary, representing to him that there are standing acts against the admission of 
any to be writers to the signet, save such as have been actual prentices and servants 
to writers to the signet, and that the commissioners humbly conceive that his 
lordship has not known of this when he gave commissions to Mr. John Frank, and 
John Hamilton, on which account the commissioners have delayed to put them 
upon their trials until his lordship be acquainted. 

Hugh Paterson, Andrew Young, George Dallas, and James Hay, are appointed 
to take an account of the box. 

Alexander Aikenhead is continued procurator-fiscal for another year, and is 
required to prepare a roll of delinquents, and probation of their faults, and to cause 
the officer cite them to next meeting. 

On supplication by James Whytt, their officer, craving some supply in regard of 
his age, infirmity, and necessity, the commissioners ordain Mr. David Watson to 
pay him £40 for his present relief and supply. 

The commissioners taking into consideration the age, infirmity, and indigent 
condition of Edward Nisbet, their late officer, “now bedrid,” do ordain the treasurer 
to pay him £20 from the box. 


23d DECEMBER. The keeper presented to the meeting a letter directed to him 
from the Earl of Moray, dated at Whitchall the 13th December instant, mentioning 
that his lordship had received the keeper’s letter of the 6th inst. with the enclosed 
paper from the writers, and that they may be confident his lordship will be both 
careful of his own and their interests, and that all due encouragement be given 
them, and even in what they did represent to his lordship in relation to Mr. John 
Frank and John Hamilton, to whom his lordship had already given his commission ; 
but withal desiring that these two might be put to their trial, and, being found 
qualified, received without further delay. In obedience to which letter the commis- 
sioners appoint three of their number to try the said persons. 

The treasurer is ordained to pay to John Lowis, servant to William Brown, 
presenter of signatures, the sum of £12 for his good service done to the society of 
the writers the time of the rebellion in June 1679. 


1682. 


2d January. Admission of Mr. John Frank, writer in Edinburgh. 
Admission of John Hamilton, writer in Edinburgh, lately prentice and servant to 
Robert Hamilton of Presmennan, sometime writer to his majesty’s signet. 
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The commissioners recommend to John Cuninghame, James Allane, Mr. David 
Watson, Hugh Paterson, Andrew Young, Mr. William Thomson, and James Hay, or 
any three or four.of them, to consider upon fit overtures for the good of the calling, 
removing abuses and “advancing the stock of their box,” etc. 

On petition of Janet Leirmont, relict of George Sibbald, W.S., representing her 
poverty and necessity through several of her husband’s debtors becoming bankrupt, 
the treasurer is empowered to pay to her £40 for her present supply, the commis- 
sioners declaring that “at a more frequent meeting,” they will take her condition 
to further consideration. 


22d JULY. Admission of William Forrester, writer in Edinburgh, lately 
prentice and servant to Andrew Young, W.S. 

The commissioners taking to consideration the necessitous condition of Mary 
Guthrie, daughter of the late Richard Guthrie, and relict of William Guthrie, 
writers to the signet (as represented by some of the commissioners present), do 
allow the treasurer to pay to the said Mary Guthrie the sum of 200 merks “ for 
buying her clothes, and otherwayes for her supplie and subsistance.” 

Esther Alexander, formerly mentioned, is allowed £20. 

On petition of Janet Blair, widow, in Lanark, daughter of the late Gavin Blair, 
W.S., a sum of 50 merks is allowed to her, 


llth Aueust. Admission of Mr. David Syme, brother-german to William 
Syme of Easter Ogile, and lately prentice and servant to Mr. John Sym, W.S. 

tn consideration of the poverty of Margaret Williamson, relict of Edward Nisbet, 
their late officer, the treasurer is allowed to pay her out of the box, 50 merks, for 
defraying the funeral charges of her late husband, and her own necessity, with this 
provision that she do not trouble the commissioners for any further supply in time 
coming, 


29th SEPTEMBER. Admission of Hugh Paterson, younger, writer in Edinburgh, 
lately prentice and servant to Hugh Paterson of Bannockburn, W.S. 


3d NOVEMBER. Sederunt, the commissioners, John Cuninghame of Enterkine, 
Mr. David Watson of Saughtoun, Andrew Young, Hugh Wallace, John Campbell, 
James Hay, Robert Hay, Hugh Patersone of Bannockburne. 

Hugh Paterson presented a commission, granted by Alexander, Earl of Murray, 
and Charles, Earl of Midletoun, dated 28th September 1682, appointing the said 
Hugh to be keeper of his majesty’s signet, for and under them, as conjunct secretaries 
of state for Scotland. 

The same day, the said Hugh Paterson, present keeper of the signet, represented 
that he had employed Robert Paterson, his brother, to serve under him at the 
signet office, and referred it to the commissioners if it was not fit that he should be 
appointed to serve them as their clerk in place of Gilbert Nicolson ; whereupon the 
commissioners unanimously admitted the said Robert Paterson, to be their clerk 
during their pleasure. 

The keeper presented a ratification and additional commission subscribed by the 
lords secretaries, and adding Mr. Thomas Gordoun, John Muir, James Johnstoun, 
and Mr. James Elphinstoun, to the number of the commissioners. 
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John Muir, Mr. James Elphinstoun, Hugh Wallace, James Johnstoun, Alexander 
Aikenhead, and George Dallas, are appointed a committee to revise the acts of the 
society, and to consider what new acts may be for the good thereof. 

The commissioners ordain that in all time coming the treasurer of the society 
shall only continue in office for two years; and for the ensuing two years they 
appoint Andrew Young to be treasurer. 

The former committee, with James Hay, and Mr. Thomas Gordoun, are appointed 
to receive, audit, and adjust the accounts of James Allan and Mr. David Watson, 
former treasurers. 

Each prentice and servant is ordained to pay to the box ten merks, 


Gth NOVEMBER. A general meeting of the writers being convened by direction 
of the keeper in the new session house, it was unanimously agreed and enacted, as 
follows :— 

That the under keeper of the signet, who is now their clerk, shall have and keep 
a register, wherein every writer to his majesty’s signet shall book and record the 
names of their prentices and servants, conform to the act of 22d January 1666. 
That the clerk should have half a dollar from every prentice and servant for his 
pains in keeping this register, and booking them: and the officer to receive half a 
merk. That all the present prentices and servants shall be booked again the last 
day of this month; and that all who have not already paid, do pay in to the 
treasurer 10 merks for the use of the poor, betwixt and the last day of December 
next. 

The treasurer being instructed to pay to Walter Cuninghame, keeper of the 
session house, four rex dollars, immediately did so in presence of several of the 
brethren, 


16th NOVEMBER. The treasurer is allowed to accept from George Colquhoun, 
for his fine,a bond for £40 payable on demand; with a declaration that “if he 
demene himself weill for the futur they will not be rigorous to exact it.” 


11th DECEMBER. Sederunt, Bannockburn, keeper, George Dallas, John Muir, 
Andrew Young, James Johnstoun, Mr. David Watson, James Hay, John Cuninghame, 
Mr. James Elphinstoun. 


The committee on the accounts are ordered to close those now produced. 

The treasurer is ordained “to settle Mr. James Cheyne in some honest house 
quhair he may be alimented, and this without delay.” 

The commissioners revive the former act anent subscribing bills, and recommend 
to the keeper to speak to the clerk of the bills. 

Admission of Mr. James Henrysone, son of the late Mr. William Henrysone, 
WS. 


20th DECEMBER. Admission of Andrew Baillie, lately prentice and servant to 
Mr. Archibald Nisbet, W.S. 


29th DECEMBER. Admission of Alexander Dunbar, lately prentice and servant 
to Mr. Alexander Home, W.S. 
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1683. 


3d January. Admission of Henry Nicoll, lately prentice and servant to Mr. 
James Cheyne, W.S. 


17th JANUARY. Admission of Edward Wallace, lately prentice and servant to 
John Alexander, W.S. 


29th JANUARY. Isobel] Garvan, relict of William Chalmers, and Janet Leirmont, 
relict of George Sibbald, writers to the signet, are each allowed £20: and Mary 
Guthrie, relict of Mr. William Guthrie, W.S., is allowed £40. 

Alexander Chaplane, writer, is appointed procurator-fiscal, in room of Alexander 
Aikenhead. 

The keeper is recommended to call the former committee anent the old accounts, 
to meet with St. Martines, and to agree on a draught of the discharge, that the 
matter may be closed. 


19th FEBRUARY. Admission of James Hamilton, son of Robert Hamilton of 
Pressmennan, and lately prentice and servant to Mr. James Elphinstoun, W.S. 


27th APRIL. Edward Wallace to be cited for keeping writers in his chamber 
who are not booked as his prentices or servants, particularly John Clerk and Robert 
Carstares, wlio are “ advocats’ men, agents, and clerks servants.” 

The keeper and the treasurer to meet with James Allan, and close his accounts ; 
and to settle with him anent the apprising of the lands of Dewar: also to close Mr. 
David Watson’s accounts, and have the discharge ready for next meeting. 

Approbation is given to the treasurer for the sums paid by him to Isobel 
Carmichael, Janet Blair, Mary Guthrie, Mr. James Cheyne, and Thomas Garden. 

William Pantoun, and Robert Kyll, to be cited for irregularities. 

The commissioners recommend to the treasurer to make a list of the ordinary 
poor “who are in use to gett charity, and to give ane accompt of their condition, 
and quhat they are in use to get.” 

The commissioners, considering that Mr. James Cheyne is in the exercise of his 
office till Whitsunday, find that, till that time he ought to have no allowance from 
the box as pension, yet the treasurer is allowed “to give him in smalls, two dollars 
betwixt and Whitsunday.” 


30th APRIL, Alexander Chaplane, having been chosen fiscal on 29th January 
last, compeared and accepted, and took the oath de fideli. 

The keeper and commissioners having settled and agreed with James Allan for 
the right of the apprising led by Mr. David Watson, their late treasurer, against 
Robert Pringle of Dewar, they appoint the present treasurer, with consent of said 
Mr. David, and of the commissioners, to give a disposition and assignation to James 
Allan, of the said apprising and grounds thereof, for which he and his son are to 
give bond conjunctly and severally for 1200 merks, for the use of the poor, payable 
at Martinmas next, with one term’s amount rent, and annual rent thereafter during 
the not payment, ete. Signed by H. Patersone, and J. Allane. 

2T 
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The report of the keeper of the signet and the treasurer upon James Allan’s 
accounts is entered thus :— 


“CHARGE IN READY MONKEY. 


“We find that the said James Allan received from Mr. George 
Cruikshank, sometime clerk to the society, of the ten 


merks received by him from the prentices, the sum of . 218 13 4 
“Item, we find that the said James Allane hes himself gotten 
in from the prentices and servants conforme to a list, . 460 00 0 
“Item, from John M‘Kenzie, of fyne, . 020 00 0 
“Item, from Alexander Lealy, Archibald Gibson, and Mme 
Johnstoun, for their dues, . : 040 00 0 
«Summa is 0738 13 4 


“ DISCHARGE. 


“We find that James Allan hes payed in charities according 
to warrants and discharges unto Archibald Gibson, Mr. 
Patrick Glasfoord, Mr. George Straiton, James Forrest, 
James Whytt, Judith Nairne, Beatrix Maxwell, John 
Stewart, Margaret Cuninghame, Mr. Alexander Forrest, 
Mr. Archibald Law, Archibald Gibson’s relict, . : 0725 06 8 


The balance dew be the compter is 0013 06 8 


“ Item, the said keeper and thesaurer finds that the said James Allan received, 
tickets from Mr. George Cruikshanks granted be several masters and servants for the 
prenteiss ten merks that are yet owing to the value of 200 lib. : 0:0. Whereof 
we are of opinion that there may be recovered ane hundreth and twenty-six] pounds 
13s. 4d., as to which the present thesaurer wold use his best diligence. 

ef Ttem, we find the bonds that were delivered to James Allane are desperat, 
viz. :—Crightounes bond, Kirkwoods bond, Kello and Haldens bond, and Hayes 
bond. However, he is to give all up to the present thesaurer, and is to be dis- 
charged, paying in his balance of threttein pound six shilling eight pennies: and 


this is our report to the commissioners, as witness our hands, sic sub. H. Patersone, 
A. Young.” 


7th May. “Anent the petitiones given in be some poor widowes, and ane 
daughter of Robert Alexander, who wants the power of her syde, craving supply, 
it is resolved and appoynted that the thesaurer pay to them as follows :—viz., to 
Peter Barber's relict as formerly, being a rex dollar monethly, to William, Chalmers 
relict forty merks yeirly, to be paid at two tymes in the year, to George Sibbald’s 
relict alsmuch, to be paid at the same tymes, and to Ester Alexander other forty 
merks at the same tymes.” 

Mary Guthrie, “who is both a wryter’s relict and ane wryter’s daughter,” is 
allowed £100 towards her aliment yearly, during the commissioners’ pleasure, to 
be paid quarterly from 1st May instant, the commissioners “understanding that 
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in obedience to, and affection of her late husband she wes induced to quytt her 
jointure by her first husband.” 
_ Mr. James Cheyne is allowed £100 yearly in quarterly payments, “in case he 

goe off the citty and forbear the exercise of his calling.” 

The relicts of William Rae and Robert Pringle respectively are allowed 20 
merks to supply “their extream necessitie.” 

Act of Exoneration in favour of James Allan, recorded in full, dated 7th May 
1683. 

On the same day it is enacted that Mr. David Watson’s discharge of his accounts 
be recorded in the hooks of the society, and the account of charge and discharge to 
be kept with their other evidents. 


15th JUNE. Andrew Young, treasurer, having reported that he had lent of 
the poors’ money 1000 merks to James Justice of East Crichtoun, as principal, and 
Mr. Thomas Rigg, as cautioner, upon their bond, the commissioners approve of the 
transaction. 

The treasurer is allowed to pay to Marion Elliot, spouse to John Currie, cook, 
the sum of £20 due to her by Mr, James Cheyne, “off the first end of his pension, 
commencing at Witsonday last.” 

The treasurer is appointed to speak with Mr. Duncan Forbes, the under clerk, 
to know on what terms Lamertoun’s bond in his hand is granted to Mr. James 
Cheyne. 


23d JULY. Sederunt, Bannockburne, keeper, James Allan, Mr. David Watsone, 
Andrew Young, John Campbell, Mr. William Thomson, elder, George Dallas, James 
Johnstoun, Mr. James Elphinstoun, James Hay. 

Lawrence Oliphant, W.S., having presented a petition, as clerk to the admission 
of notaries, against Mr. James Weir, Alexander Ord, Andrew Atchesone, John 
Marshell, and Edmund Wallace, writers to the signet, who are not notaries, craving 
that they be suspended until they be admitted notaries, the keeper and commis- 
sioners ordain to obtain themselves “admitted notars as necessar to the office of 
ane wryter for serving the leidges, betwixt and the last of August nixt.” 


5th NOVEMBER. Admission of John Strachan, lately prentice and servant to 
Mr. James Cheyne. He pays to the treasurer 100 merks for the use of the poor, 
being forty merks for the ordinary dues, 10 merks which he should have paid when 
he was a servant, and 50 merks of voluntary addition. 

Discharge by the treasurer, on behalf of the keeper and commissioners to Mr. 
David Watsone of Saughtoun, late treasurer to the society, of all his intromissions 
in that office, dated 7th May 1683. 


lst DECEMBER. Admission of Thomas Williamson, lately servant to the 
deceased John Alexander, elder, W.S. 


29th DECEMBER. Admission of Mr. John Monro, lately prentice and servant 
to James Carnegy, and thereafter to Alexander Ord. He pays to the treasurer 100 
merks in the same manner as John Strachan. 
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1684. 


28th FEBRUARY. Admission of John Knox, late prentice and servant to John 
Campbell of Succoth, W.S. He pays 100 merks, being 40 merks of ordinary dues, 
and 60 merks “ of benevolence, as a voluntar addition.” 


lst APRIL. Admission of James Winraham, lately prentice and servant to 
James Hay. He pays 100 merks, inclusive of 10 merks which he should have paid 
as a servant. 

On petition of Margaret Watson, daughter of George Watson, W.S., the treasurer 
is allowed to give her 100 merks “to help her to sett up and plenish ane house, 
and this to be in satisfaction to her of any further charity.” 

Janet Blair, daughter to Gavin Blair, W.S., is allowed 10 merks over and above 
the £10 lately given to her by the keeper’s order, which is approved. 

A general meeting to be called on Monday the 14th inst. 


14th APRIL. On petition of Janet Leirmonth, widow of George Sibbald, W.S. 
“mentioning that she was redacted to great poverty throw the insufficiencie of 
severall debitors of her deceasit husband,” and craveing that her allowance might be 
augmented ; the keeper and whole body of the writers are pleased to add 28 merks 
to her former allowance, making in all £40 yearly, to be paid quarterly. 

The question, whether writers to the signet ought to be notaries, being put to 
the vote, it was resolved “by the whole meiting unanimously, except some of 
persones complained upon, in the affirmative.” 


7th Juty. The treasurer is warranted to pay the expenses of the funeral of 
James Whytt, their late officer, extending to £41, 2s. 4d., providing it was found 
that he had no means of his own. 

On petition, Alexander Chalmers is admitted officer, during the pleasure of the 
keeper and commissioners. 


4th SEPTEMBER. The officer is appointed to cite Robert Watsone and Mr. 
Peter Arbuthnot to compear on Monday, to answer to the complaints to be given in 
against them. 


20th OCTOBER. Mr. John Frank is appointed procurator-fiscal until Martinmas 
1685, and longer during pleasure. 

John Campbell and Mr. James Elphinstoun are appointed auditors of the 
treasurer’s accounts, 

Mr. James Cheyne having drawn a bill on the treasurer for £6 payable to John 
Sandilands on order, the treasurer is authorised to pay it, although there was not 
so much due of his allowance; the treasurer is recommended to advise him to draw 
no more until it be due. 


14th NOVEMBER. Admission of Mr. Alexander Drummond, lately prentice and 
servant to James Hay. He pays 100 merks, being 40 merks of ordinary dues, 10 
merks due for his fee as servant, and 50 merks of voluntary addition. 
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22d DECEMBER. Itis ordained that a list of prentices and sorvants be given 
in to the procurator-fiscal, who, with four visitors, is “to goe through and visit the 
wryters chambers, and to have with them the list of the booked prentices and 
servants, and to sie if ther be any new intrants.” The visitors are Mr. Robert 
Innes, Mr. William Thomson, younger, Mr. William Stirling, and James Hamilton. 

; The fiscal and visitors are also to take notice and make an exact list of all 

unfreemen who keep open chambers, and their servants, “that the keeper may fall 
upon fitt methods to suppress them.” 

They are also to make inquiry concerning abuses of writers or unfreemen, and 
to take information for the complaints to be raised thereon. 

It is proposed that at the first general meeting, on the first Monday of February, 
there be a voluntary contribution from all the brethren “for increase of the stock of 
the poor.” 


29th DECEMBER. Admission of John Cuninghame, younger, lately prentice and 
servant to Mr. James Cuninghame: he pays 10 merks which he owed as servant, 
and 100 merks for the use of the poor. 


1685. 


9th FEBRUARY. In a general meeting, the absentees are fined in one half dollar. 

“ The haill breitheren, in consideration of the multitude of their poor, and for 
the incress of their stock, have voluntarlie offered to pay to the thesaurer of the 
calling for the tyme, each of them, three pounds Scots yearly” for the use of the 
poor, beginning the first year’s payment on Ist of April next for the year preceding. 

Assistants to be named to subscribe for absent brethren. 

Alexander Chaplane to be called before the commissioners, to give account of 
money received by him from the writers “to gett back the appryseings.” 


20th April. The treasurer is ordained to take up the 10 merks yet unpaid by 
prentices and servants. 


4th SEPTEMBER. George Drummond of Blair, presented a commission granted 
by John, Viscount of Melfort, constituting him depute keeper of the signet under 
him as conjunct secretary of state, which the commissioners order to be recorded 
in their books. The commission was dated 30th May 1685. The said George 
Drummond also produced an act of council, dated 25th August 1685, relative to 
the foresaid commission, and authorising him and his depute to sign and mark 
jointly and separately hereafter with Bannockburne or his depute. 


24th SEPTEMBER. Sederunt, the commissioners, Hugh Patersone, keeper, Mr. 
William Thomsone, Andrew Young, John Campbell, John Muir. 

On petition of Robert Nicoll, son of the deceased John Nicoll, and grandson of 
the deceased John Nicoll, sometime writers to the signet, he is appointed officer to 
the calling, in the room of Alexander Chalmers, deceased. 


4th DECEMBER. Sederunt, the commissioners, Bannockburne, keeper, John 
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Cuninghame of Enterkine, John Muir, Andrew Young, Mr. Thomas Elphinstoun, 
Mr. Thomas Gordoun, John Campbell, "James Hay. 

Admission of James Menzies, late prentice and servant to Andrew Young, W.S. 
Paid 100 merks. ` 

The treasurer is authorised to pay to Anna Borthwick, relict of William Littlejohn, 
writer, £12: To Margaret Gibb, relict of Robert Irving, writer, 20 merks: To 
Grissell Murray, relict of John Lowes, writer, 50 merks: To Janet Blair, relict of 
Gawin Blair, writer, 20 merks, 

Committee appointed to examine the box, and to report. The treasurer is 
continued for another year. 


14th DECEMBER. Robert Nicoll, officer, is allowed 50 merks as a gratuity for 
“his great pains and diligence.” 
Christian Barclay, relict of William Rae, is allowed £20. 


18th DECEMBER. Admission of Mr. Thomas Aikman, late prentice and servant 
to Nicol Hardy, W.S. Paid 100 merks. 


1686. 


9th FEBRUARY. Admission of Colin Campbell, late prentice and servant to 
George Dallas of St. Martin’s, W.S. Paid 100 merks. 


2d Marcu. Admission of James Home of Gemmillsheills, late prentice and 
servant to Andrew Young, W.S. Paid wt supra, 100 merks. 


13th NOVEMBER. The treasurer having represented that he had been in office 
for four years, and desired to be relieved of the charge, and that a committee be 
appointed to examine his accounts, the commissioners, considering the “ great care 
and pains” which the said Andrew Young had been at in his charge, and that “he 
is become tender and valetudinary,” relieve him of the office. 

Mr. John Frank, W.S., is unanimously chosen treasurer for one year; and a 
committee is named to meet with Andrew Young, and “take off his accompt.” 

The old treasurer is authorised to clear off all pensions due to Martinmas last. 

Mr. William Stirling is appointed fiscal in room of Mr. John Frank, for one 
year. 

The commissioners, considering that the fee of £20 yearly to their officer is “too 
meine” considering his pains and service, do increase his yearly fee to £5 sterling. 

It is declared that the sons of writers to the signet shall be free in time coming 
from paying 10 merks to the poors’ box. 


23d NOVEMBER. Admission of Mr. Andrew Balfour, late prentice and servant 
to George Dallas of St. Martin’s, W.S. Paid ut supra. 

The treasurer is authorised to pay the funeral expenses of Daniel Cathcart, 
extending to £53, 10s. 2d. 

Janet Blair, daughter of Gawin Blair, W.S., is allowed £20 in the meantime, till 
the state of the box and her case be further considered. 

The Parliament house keepers and their servants are allowed five rix dollars, 
whereof four to the masters and one to the men. 


1687] ABSTRACT OF MINUTES 331 


24th NOVEMBER. Sederunt, “the keepers,” etc. 


Admission of Adam Fullartoun, late prentice and servant to the late John 
Muir, W.S. 


22d DECEMBER. Admission of Mr. Alexander Stevensone, late prentice and- 
servant to the deceased James Johnstoun, W.S. 


1687. 


5th January. Sederunt, “the keeper,” etc. 
Admission of Mr. William Dallas, late prentice and servant to George Dallas, of 
St. Martin’s, W.S. 


24th JANUARY. Admission of Mr. John M‘Cleane, late prentice and servant to 
John M‘Farlane, W.S. 

Discharge by Mr. John Frank, present treasurer, to Andrew Young, late 
treasurer, of his intromissions, dated 5th March 1687. 


18th Avcusr. Bond by the Marquis of Douglas, for 6000 merks of the poors’ 
stock, approved. 

On petition of George Sibbald’s relict an addition of £20 is allowed to her 
former pension, making in all £60 yearly. 

On petition of Margaret Gib, relict of Robert Irving, she is allowed ten merks 
in the meantime till Whitsunday. The same allowance is made to Widow Rae. 

On petition of Margaret Watson, daughter of the late George Watson, W.S., she 
is allowed £10 quarterly. 

Janet Blair, daughter of Gawin Blair, is allowed 20 merks. 

Appointment by Alexander, Earl of Moray, and John, Earl of Melfort, in favour 
of Mr, John Frank, Mr. William Stirling, Mr. Robert Innes, Laurence Oliphant, Mr. 
James Henrysone, and Robert Watsone, to be commissioners in room of those lately 
deceased ; dated at Westminster, 25th October 1687. 

9th DECEMBER. Sederunt, Sir Hugh Patersone of Bannockburne, one of the 
keepers of the signet, George Dallas of St. Martines, Mr. John Frank, Mr. William 
Stirling, Mr. Robert Innes, Laurence Oliphant, Mr. James Henrysone. 

Admission of Robert Carstairs, late prentice and servant to Mr. William 
Hamiltoun. 

The treasurer is authorised to sue the heirs of Arthur Straitoun for his debt. 

The treasurer, fiscal, and Robert Watson appointed to see the proposals made 
anent the writers’ proportion of the cess put to effect. 

On petition by Jean and Sarah Manson, daughters of the late Andrew Manson, 
W.S., £20 yearly is allowed to each of them. 


23d DECEMBER. Admission of Mr. John Montgomery, me prentice and 
servant to the late John Muir, W.S. 
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1688. 


llth FEBRUARY. Ina general meeting of the brethren, they nominate James 
Hay, Mr. James Elphinstone, and Mr. Robert Innes, with the keepers of the signet, 
or one of them, to apply to the lord president of session, and dean of faculty, and 
desire to know their pleasure as to the motion made for the writers to be bound for 
their prentices and servants that they shall live peaceably, and obediently to the 
laws ; and to represent the case of the writers as different from other masters and 
societies, many of their prentices bearing only that name, and not under subjection : 
and that it cannot be alleged that any of their prentices and servants were in the 
tumult. 

It is recommended to the keepers to write to the lords secretaries in favour of 
the writers, that no signatures pass but such as are written and formed by writers to 
the signet, and subscribed by them on the back. 

The laird of Blair, conjunct keeper, is added to the former commission for 
revising the accounts. j 

It is agreed that every one of the brethren shall be liable from Ist February 
1685 and onwards, for the ten merks due by their prentices and servants, due 
according to the acts. 


8th Marcu. Admission of Robert Crawfurd of Crawfurdstoun, late prentice 
and servant to Hugh Wallace of Inglistoun, W.S. 

Widow Inglis, in whose house Patrick Chalmers, late officer, died, is paid £22 
due to her by the defunct. 

Mr. James Elphinstone of Logie, Mr. James Henrysone, and Mr. Robert Innes, 
are appointed to audit the accounts, 


14th Marcu. The auditors of accounts present their report, finding the charge 
and discharge sufficiently accounted, and that there is due to the society of good 
debts £6231 17s. 2d. and of bad debts £1614 5s. Od. The yearly pensions to the 
poor, servants’ fees, and occasional charitable supplies are stated at £677, 


5th APRI. Admission of Charles Row, late prentice and servant to Sir Hugh 
Patersone of Bannockburne, W.S. 


20th APRIL. Admission of Mr. John Guthrie, late prentice and servant to the 
deceased Mr. William Guthrie, W.S. : 


29th Aucust. Sederunt, Sir Hugh Patersone, one of the keepers, James Allan, 
Mr. William Thomson, ete. 

On petition of Barbara Hamilton, relict of Archibald Marshall, W.S., she is 
allowed £40 yearly. 

Janet Blair is inrolled on the poors’ roll for 20 merks yearly. 


2d OCTOBER. Admission of Mr. Hugh Davidson, late prentice and servant to 
Hugh Wallace of Inglistoun. 
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1689. 


16th FEBRUARY. Sederunt, the commissioners: Bannockburne, oue of the keepers 
of the signet; Mr. Thomas Gordon, Mr. William Stirling, Laurence Oliphant, Mr. 
Robert Innes, Robert Watsone, James Hay. 

Sir Hugh Patersone of Bannockburne, keeper of the signet, is appointed to 
represent the society in the election of “the humanitie regent” in the college of 
Edinburgh. 


1690. 


5th May. Commission by George, Earl of Melville, his majesty’s high commis- 
sioner for the kingdom of Scotland, in favour of Mr. David Scrimzeour of Cartmoir, 
as keeper of the signet, John Cuninghame of Enterkin, Mr. William Thomsone, 
Mr. Archibald Nisbet, Mr. James Elphinstone, Mr. Alexander Home, Mr. Robert 
Richardsone, Robert Watsone, John M‘Farlane, Laurence Oliphant, Mr. John Frank, 
Mr. William Hamiltoun, James Hamiltoun, and John Cuninghame, younger, as 
commissioners for the writers to the signet—dated at Holyroodhouse, 3d May 1690. 


5th May. The aforesaid commission is produced, and the commissioners sworn. 

Robert Rutherfurd is, conform to practice, appointed depute to the keeper of 
the signet, to officiate as clerk during the pleasure of the commissioncrs. 

Mr. John Frank is continued treasurer till Martinmas next. 

John Cuninghame, younger, is appointed fiscal till Martinmas 1691. 

Robert Nicoll is continued officer at former salary for a year. 

An exact list of prentices is required from the masters betwixt and 10th June 
next; and the masters are ordained to pay in their £3 for the year 1690. 


4th JUNE. Admission of William Dykes, late prentice and servant to Mr. 
William Thomsone, younger. 


28th Juty. Admission of Andrew Hogg, late prentice and servant to William 
Hogg. 


10th OCTOBER. Mr. James Elphinstone is delegated to assist at the election of 
professor of humanitie. 


lith DECEMBER. The depute keeper is appointed to intimate to the members 
that they pay in their £3 betwixt and the 10th of January next, for the year 1690 
and bygones. 

The treasurer is recommended to look after the money due by Alexander 
Gordon of Earlstoun and the late Arthur Straiton. 


llth DECEMBER. Admission of John Moncreiff of Mornipea, late prentice and 
servant to Mr. John Bayne of Pitcarlie. 


1691. 


16th Marcu. Commission by John, Master of Stair, one of the secretaries of 
state for Scotland, to Mr. James Elphinstone, to be depute keeper of the signet, for 
and under the lord secretary. 
2U 
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The said commission is appointed to be recorded, and the depute keeper is 
sworn. 

The first Monday of each month, at two o’clock afternoon, is appointed as the 
time of the commissioners’ meetings, and absentees to be fined half a crown. 


6th APRIL. Sederunt, the commissioners :— 
Mr. David Scrimzeour k 
Mr. James Elphinston \ — i 
On report by the treasurer that the creditors of John Ballantyne, keeper of the 
advocates’ bar, had arrested his salary due from Martinmas 1689 to Martinmas 1690, 
the commissioners discharge the treasurer from paying the salary until the matter 
be considered. 
Andrew Achiesone, having no writing chamber, prentice, nor servant, is to be 
cited for subscribing bills for unfreemen, and his letters to be stopped. 
John Cuninghame, fiscal, is instructed to cite William Paton and all other 
transgressors of the acts. 


Ist JUNE. Mr. Thomas Aikman, W.S., is admitted a commissioner in terms of 
letter received from the Master of Stair. 

The fiscal is instructed to speak to Mr. Peter Arbuthnot, William Patoun, 
Andrew Aitchieson, and Mr. John Munro anent their transgressing the acts. 

The officer is appointed to take up a list of prentices, for payment of their 10 
merks in arrear. 

The commissioners ordain the under keepers to stop the letters of John 
M‘Farlane, Robert Watson, and Mr. Alexander Horne, until they pay their half 
crown for absence from the present meeting, and also the letters of those who have 
not paid their £3 for 1690. 

The meeting is adjourned to that day fortnight. 


6th JUNE. Admission of Alexander Hendersone, son of the late Mr. William 
Hendersone, W.S. Paid 110 merks. 

Admission of Mr. James Anderson, late prentice and servant to Mr. Robert 
Richardson. Paid 100 merks. 


22d JUNE. Admission of Duncan Ronald, late prentice and servant to John 
Campbell of Succoth, W.S. Paid ut supra 100 merks. 


6th JULY. Admission of Mr. John Plenderleith, late prentice and servant to 
Mr. John Frank. 


13th Juty. Mr. John M‘Farlane is appointed treasurer till Martinmas 1692. 

The accounts of Mr. John Frank, late treasurer, to be audited. 

On petition by John Ballenden for his full salary for 1689, he is allowed 20 
merks, which, with £40 formerly paid, is in full of all he can crave. 


Tth AUGUST. Admission of John Inglis, late prentice and servant to Mr. 
Archibald Nisbet. 
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Tth SEPTEMBER. It is enacted that the servants of the writers put wax and 
rings on their letters, so that the seal may take impression, and, if not, the letters 
“will be torne at the signet.” 


OCTOBER. “Noe meiting, there not being a quorum of the commissioners in 
toune.” 


2d NOVEMBER. In consideration that “ little or no obedience” is given to the 
acts anent the voluntary payment of £3 yearly by each writer, and the prentices’ 
duty of ten merks, the acts are revived, and masters are to be accountable for their 
prentices’ fees. 

On petition of Janet Learmonth, relict of George Sibbald, for augmentation of her 
allowance of £40, “in consideration of her condition,” she is allowed 80 merks yearly. 


9th NOVEMBER. The act of 26th January 1666, anent the regulation of the 
calling, is appointed to be subscribed by all intrants. 

Approbation and discharge in favour of Mr. John Frank, late treasurer. 

Committee appointed with the treasurer to “‘ inspect the condition of the box,” 
and to report. 

Two men who assisted Mr. John Frank to transcribe the accounts are allowed 
4 dollars. 

Petition is recorded from William Menzies of Raa, desiring the commissioners to 
order the under keeper to signet his letters, in regard he was now resolved to 
reside here and follow his employment : the desire is granted. 


7th DECEMBER. James Murray, on petition, is allowed 20 merks. 

In consideration that “this long tyme bygone, by occasione of the revolutione 
and confusiones in the countrie, there hes not been a full meetting of the wrytters,” 
they appoint a meeting of the whole writers to the signet, on the first Monday of 
January next. , 

The treasurer is discharged from paying any further pension to Christina 
Barclay, relict of William Rae, in regard she is found to have no relation to any 
writer to the signet. 

The treasurer is allowed to pay to Sir William Campbell 20 merks, and to 
James Edger “for doubleing severall acts of the calling,” £12. 

Janet M‘Calla is allowed a pension of 20 merks, because she is grandchild of 
Thomas M‘Calla, W.S. 

The meeting is adjourned to the last Monday of December. 


14th DECEMBER. Admission of Mr. John Campbell, late prentice and servant 
to George Dallas, 

The treasurer is allowed to lend 1000 merks of the poors’ money on security of 
Lewis Johnstoun of Cariffin, and Mr. Robert Rankine, brother german of the laird 
of Orchardheid. 


1692. 


4th JANUARY. The keepers and commissioners, with several of the writers, 
having met in the parliament house conform to the act of 14th December last, 
adjourned to the first Monday of February next. 
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lst FEBRUARY. The commissioners and writers having met, every absent 
brother is fined in half a dollar. É 

They recommend the state of the box to be considered by Sir Hugh Patersone 
of Bannockburne, Sir Hugh Wallace of Inglistoun, the laird of St. Martin’s, John 
Knox, and John M‘Farlane. 

On petition of Mr. William Pettendreich, writer, showing his indigent condition, 
a voluntary collection of 32 merks is made for him. 

The commissioners appoint the first Monday of March for their meeting, and 
the second Monday thereof for a full meeting of the writers. 


7th Marcu. The treasurer is approved for lending 1000 merks ut supra, to 
Mr. John Menzies of Cambo, advocate, and William Menzies, late treasurer of 
Edinburgh, his brother. 

The act of 2d November last anent payment of fees to be put to execution; and 
fines to be uplifted. 

On petition of Helen Anderson, relict of Mr. William Gordon, W.S., representing 
“her and her four childerings necessitous condition,” she is allowed a yearly pension 
of 100 merks. 

A proposal made by Lord Rankeillor, to pay the principal debt due by Karles- 
toun, is remitted to the treasurer and Mr. Aikman, who are to confer with his 
lordship thereanent. 


9th Marcu. On consideration of the advancement of the Earl of Melville to 
be lord privy seal, “and that those under his lordship are exauterat as to the office 
of the signet,” the keeper and commissioners do appoint John Dalrymple, under 
keeper of the signet, to be clerk to the writers during their pleasure, in room of 
Robert Rutherfurd, late under keeper and clerk. 

On petition of Robert Nicoll, officer, “shewing his necessitous conditione by 
long sickness, and craving a supply for himselfe and family,” the treasurer is 
authorised to pay him ten rex dollars. 

On report anent Earlstoun’s debt, it is agreed to accept Lord Rankeillor’s offer 
of 600 merks in part payment of Earleston’s bond for 900 merks, of date 17th 
Apri] 1677; with the condition that, if Earlstoun or others in his name shall, 
betwixt and Whitsunday 1693, pay to the treasurer the sum of 300 merks of 
balance, a full discharge of the bond and annualrents thereof should be granted. 
The reasons mentioned for this arrangement are the circumstances of the laird of 
Earlestoun arising from his forfeiture under the Stuarts, and the “ brocken” condition 
of his sureties, William Cleilland of Faskine, and Mr. John Baillie of Carphin. 


13th June. Sederunt, Mr. James Elphingston, keeper of the signet, ete. 

The former acts anent payment of the £3 of voluntary contribution, and the 
prentice fees, are appointed to be put in execution. 

Janet Blair, daughter of Gavin Blair, W.S., is allowed a pension of 40 merks 
yearly. 

Barbara Hamilton, relict of Archibald Marshall, W.S., is reponed to her former 
pension of £40 yearly. 

On petition of Elizabeth Wauch, relict of William Cuningham, writer in Edin- 
burgh, the commissioners refuse to enrol her among their pensioners, but allow her 
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three dollars in respect of her present necessity, declaring that no further allowance 
should be given to her hereafter. 

The petition of Christian Barclay, relict of William Rae, is refused in similar 
terms, but she is allowed £7 in charity. 


4th JuLy. On petition of Robert Nicoll, officer to the society, representing that 
he was on his deathbed and in great want, and craving allowance for subsistence 
in time of his sickness, and also for defraying his funeral charges, and for support 
of his wife and children after his decease, the treasurer is authorised to give him 
four dollars for his subsistence, and, in case of his decease betwixt and Martinmas 
next, to advance the current half year’s salary as officer, towards defraying the 
funeral charges; and in regard to the wife and children, their case should be con- 
sidered after the said Robert’s decease. 

Robert Munro, writer in Edinburgh, is appointed officer in room of said Robert 
Nicoll. 


llth Juty. Robert Nicoll being now deceased, the appointment of Robert 
Munro is ratified. 

William Dykes, W.S., being cited for subscribing letters written by unfreemen, 
and confessing the fault, engages not to do the like in time coming, and is acquitted. 

James Menzies, cited for the same fault, but not eompearing, his letters are to 
be stopped at the signet. 

John Knox, cited for subscribing letters written by others than his own servants, 
and for designing the writer of the letters otherwise than by his true name, and not 
compearing, his letters are to be stopped. 


18th Jury. “Upon information that James Winrahame, being now sheriff 
clerk of Dunce, and residing there, wrytes and subscryves letters at Dunee, and 
sends them in here to be exped and pass the signet,” the keeper and commissioners 
ordain the under keeper to stop any letters signed by him till further order. 

James Menzies and John Knox, being convened for the faults aforementioned. 
are rebuked, and, on their promise for the future, are dismissed. 

Walter Stewart, John Alexander, and Andrew Atchesone, for having no writing 
chambers, nor servants of their own, and yet subscribing letters, are to be cited 
before the commissioners. 

Mr. Peter Arbuthnot, Mr. John Munro, and Mr. John Plenderleith are to be 
cited for subscribing letters written by agents and others. 


lst AUGUST. Sederunt, Mr. James Elphingstoun, præses, Mr. Alexander Home, 
John M‘Farlane, Mr. Thomas Aikman, Robert Watsone, John Cuningbame, Mr. 
Robert Richardsone. 

“The commissioners, in respect Walter Stewart was cited to compear this day, 
and that he failed to compeare, and that he hath his constant residence at Leith ; as 
also there being informatione given in against him of severall gross malversations, 
such as his owneing a wryting chamber to be his, while the rent is payed by John 
Stewart and others, and his subscryveing blank sheets of paper, which he intrusts 
to be filled up by the said John Stewart and others in that chamber: Therefor the 
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keeper and commissioners doe ordaine the under keeper to stop all letters signed by 
the said Walter Stewart untill he cleare himselfe of these malversations.” 

Mr. Peter Arbuthnot, on promise to avoid malversations in the future, is acquitted, 
with certification that suspension will be inflicted for his next offence. 

“ Andrew Atchesone, having appeared and confessed that Mr. John Nisbet, who 
is ane agent, doeth stay in the chamber with him and hath the study, the com- 
missioners find this to be contrary to the acts of the calling, and appoint Mr. 
Alexander Home and John Cuninghame to speak to Andrew Atchesone in the 
premissis; and Mr. John Plenderleith, having compeared and acknowledged that 
John Law stayed with him in the chamber and payed a part of the rent, as also that 
he subscribed letters written by John Law’s servant, the keeper and commissioners, 
in respect of his ingenuous acknowledgment and promise” to amend, dismiss him. 

The letters of Mr. John Monro and Mr. John Alexander to be stopped for non- 
compearance after citation. 


8th Aucust. Mr. John Monro, compearing, and denying the charges against 
him, and, in particular, that he had agreed with no one “for pryces of letters 
below one shilling sterling,” is fined in a dollar to the treasurer for his contumacy, 
and reponed. 


7th November. Sederunt, Mr. James Elphingstoune, keeper, preses, etc. [no 
business]. 


5th DECEMBER. A list is appointed to be made of the present pensioners with 
the yearly pensions payable to them, and to be inserted (in the minutes) with two 
blank leaves for alterations, and for any sums given to “extraneous persons.” 

Mr. John M‘Farlane is continued treasurer till Martinmas next, and John 
Cuningham, procurator fiscal for same period. 


19th DECEMBER., A commission by the Right Hon. James Johnston, one of 
the secretaries of state, in favour of Henry Douglas, as conjunct keeper of the signet, 
is produced, and the said Henry accepted and sworn. 


1693. 


13th FEBRUARY. Sederunt, Mr. James Elphingstone, and Henry Douglas, 
keepers, ete. s 

On petition from the macers of session, representing their service to the society 
of writers in the Parliament House, and craving either a yearly pension or an 
allowance to be paid by every “intrant wryter,” the keepers, with advice of the 
commissioners, appoint 20 merks to be paid to the macers by every writer on his 
admission. 


10th May. Admission of Thomas Pringle, late prentice and servant to John 
M‘Farlan, W.S. Paid 100 merks for use of the poor. 


30th JUNE. Admission of Mr. John Wilkie, from the office of George Dallas, 
W.S. 100 merks. 
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26th JULY. Admission of Mr. John Nisbet, from the office of Mr. Thomas 
Gordoun, W.S. 100 merks. 


6th NovemBer. The ordinance for payment by every writer of £3 yearly for 
the poor, to be enforced on pain of stopping the letters of defaulters. 

Writers for the poor are appointed, viz.: John Inglis, for November '93 and 
March ’94; Alexander Henrysone, for November ’93 and April 94; Mr. Jobn 
Wilkie, for January and May 1694; Mr. John Nisbet, for February and Angust 
1694; Thomas Pringle, for June and September 94; and Adam Fullerton, for 
June and October 1694. 


27th Novemper. The acts anent payment of three pounds by the writers, and 
10 merks by prentices, are again intimated. 


4th DECEMBER. Admission of Mr. David Halyburton, from the office of James 
Peter, W.S. 


1694. 


19th Marcu. The keepers, commissioners, and “haill body of the wryters to 
the signet,” being met in the parliament or new session house of Edinburgh “ for 
the common affairs of ther societie,” revive and ratify these acts, viz.:—(1) Act for 
regulating the society of writers, dated 22d January 1666, which is engrossed at 
length; (2) The act of date 1594, the tenor of which is recited; (3) The act dated 
14th May 1610, the tenor of which is also recited. (The signatures of the keepers, 
commissioners, and members of the society are adhibited.) 


7th APRIL. Admission of David Lauder, from the office of George Dallas. 


14th APRIL. Admission of John Elliot, from the office of Andrew Baillie. 
Hod, die. Admission of Mr. James Baillie, from the office of Andrew Baillie. 


2d Juty. The keepers are recommended “to address the lords of session for a 
warrant to apprehend Wm. Gairdner, and bring him hither to answere for severall 
forgeries committed by him.” 


5th NOVEMBER.. The treasurer is approved for accepting a bond by Alexander 
Aikenhead, W.S., as principal, and George Livingston of Saltcoats, as cautioner, for 
1000 merks, in place of a bond for the like sum formerly granted by the deceased 
commissary Aikenhead, the said Alexander Aikenhead, and Mr. William Castelaw, 
the interest thereof having been paid. 


26th Novemper. The treasurer is authorised to accept of the offer made by 
the creditors of the late Arthur Stratoun, to pay 500 merks of principal due by him 
to the writers, and 300 merks of bygone annualrents, together with the expenses 
laid out by the treasurer, in raising and using diligence on the said debt, the said 
creditors to receive a right to the adjudication led in the year 1691. 
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1695. 


7th JANUARY, The above-mentioned transaction being completed, is approved. 


26th Marcu. “Sederunt in the Parliament House, Mr. Ja. Elphingstone and 
Henry Douglas, keepers of the signet, with the commissioners for the wryters to the 
signet, and haill other wryters to the signet,” having “considered ane act made by 
the faculty of advocates of the date the 26th February last bypast, whereby they 
appoint certane of ther number to raise process of declarator against the toune of 
Edinburgh, for declaring the privileges of members of the College of Justice, which 
hade heen much incroached upon of late, and also for raising suspension of the acts 
and sentances of the said toun, whereby they exact upon the College of Justice con- 
trary to ther priviledges: and by which act of the said faculty of advocats, the said 
managers for caryeing on the said processes, are ordained to acquaint the wryters to 
the signet with ther said resolution that ther coneurrance may be obtained in the 
said mater”: the keeper, commissioners, and brethren do therefore appoint five 
of their number, with the treasurer, to meet with the advocates, and concert measures 
for redress of the said encroachments. 


12th Jury. It is resolved that every one hereafter admitted writer to the 
signet shall pay to the treasurer, for the use of the poor of the calling, the sum of 
£100 Scots (“by and attour the secretares and other dews”) in place of all former 
payments. - 

Admission of Hugh Cuningham, from the office of John Cuninghame of Enter- 
kine, W.S. 


13th JULY. Admission of Patrick Home, from the office of Robert Carstares. 


19th Juty. Admission of Mr. David Ballingall, from the office of William 
Thomsone. 


20th JULY. Admission of James Brisbaue, from the office of Robert Watson. 


26th JULY. Mr. James Elphinston, having represented to the other keeper and 
commissioners that whereas, by act of the keepers of the signet and commissioners 
for the time, dated 16th May 1611, it is required that all writers to the signet give 
in to the clerk to be recorded their ordinary subscription, that it may be known if 
any other make use of their names, and that the said Mr. James, finding his former 
subscription hitherto used by him “is now become somewhat uneasie and trouble- 
some to him, therefore he has annext heir unto the subscriptione he intends to use 
as writer to the signet (as being more plaine and easie) in all tyme comeing,” to 
which the other keeper and commissioners do unanimously agree. 
: (Signed) JA: ELPHINSTONE. 
The other keeper and commissioners also subscribe. 

The said Mr. James Elphinstone delivered to the treasurer 100 merks, “for 
encuradgment to others to doe the lyke.” 

Admission of Daniel Sympsone, from the office of George M‘Kenzie. 
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29th JULY. Admission of John Clark, from the office of Robert Bell. 


7th Aucust. Admission of Mr. David Ramsay, from the office of Andrew 
Young. 


14th Aucust. The keepers and commissioners, taking into consideration “the 
means of their stocke, and the great number of their pensioners who are supplyed 
thereby,” and also that the act anent payment of £3 yearly has proved for the most 
part ineffectual; and a motion being made for augmenting the stock for the poor, 
“and that in order therto there should be ane convenient house bought where the 
signet office and warrands thereof might be kept, and the wryters may meet npon 
all occasions, for ane yearly rent to be payed to the poor by the society, and that in 
place of the three pounds; and that the pryce thereof should be contribute for out 
of the wryters ther own privat pockets; and that every wryter should contribute at 
leist ane hundred merks to that end, or that he and his posterity be for ever excluded 
the benefite of the poors box, except such as shall be excused by the body of the 
wryters ; and in case that contribution fall short of the pryce of the house, that the 
present stock of the poor be made use of to make up what shall be wanting: and 
there being ane buildeing by Robert Milne of Alexander Crombie’s land, where a 
house may be conveniently hade for the ends aforsaid,” it is agreed to call a general 
meeting to convene next day in the Parliament House at two o'clock afternoon, to 
consider the motion. 


15th AvcusT. In reference to the motion aforesaid, a committee of seven, being 
three commissioners and four ordinary writers, is appointed to meet with Robert 
Mylne and Patrick Steell, to treat with them anent the purchase of the house, with 
power to complete the bargain. 

Admission of Ronald Campbell, from the office of the late John Campbell of 
Succoth. 


4th NOVEMBER. Admission of Mungo Buchanan, from the office of John 
Cuninghame. 
Admission of Alexander Glass, from the office of Robert Watsone. 


llth NOVEMBER. John M‘Farlan, Mr. Robert Richardsone, John Cuninghame, 
and Mr. John Guthrie, members of the committee appointed on 15th August, to treat 
for the purchase from Robert Mylne and Patrick Steill, of “ ane lodgeing in the new 
tenement building by them opposite to the stone chop, for the use of the wryters and 
their poor,” having reported that they had contracted with the parties for the said 
lodging, of which a subscribed scheme or plan was also produced, at the price of 
5500 merks, the keepers, commissioners, and writers, ratify and approve of the 
transaction, and appoint the contributions to be paid in to the treasurer, betwixt 
and Candlemas next ; and such as should not contribute shall be ordained to pay 
their £3 yearly, and have their letters stopped until their bygone dues are paid. 


2d DECEMBER. A committee is appointed to audit the treasurer’s books for the 
three years preceding July last. 
2x 
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1696. 


28th FEBRUARY. Commission granted by Sir James Ogilvie, one of the principal 
secretaries of state for Scotland, in favour of David Crawfurd, secretary to the 
Duchess of Hamilton, to be one of the principal keepers of the signet, is received 
and entered on the minutes: it is dated at Whitehall, 2d February 1696. 


2d Marcu. Sederunt, Henry Douglas and David Crawfurd, keepers, Robert 
Watson, Mr. Robert Richardson, John M‘Farlan, Mr. Alexander Home, John 
Cuningham, Mr. Thomas Aikman. [No business recorded.] 


9th APRIL. John Andersone, one of the under keepers of the signet, is appointed 
clerk to the society during pleasure. ~ 

John M‘Farlane, treasurer, reports that the stock belonging to the calling extends 
to “about twelve thousand merks or thereby, by and attour the pryce of the lodging 
lately bought by them.” ’ 

On a motion to employ £300 sterling of the money in the box, in the African 
trade now established by Act of Parliament, the majority voted in favour of the 
motion, but as the meeting was “not frequent,” no orders were given to the treasurer 
in the meantime. 


18th APRIL. The keepers and a considerable number of the writers to the 
signet being convened, they sign the bond of association (subscribed by the lords 
of privy council, by their majesties’ special allowance) for the support and defence 
of his majesty’s most sacred person and government, and of the Protestant reli- 
gion, against the late King James, and the pretended Prince of Wales, and all their 
agents, etc. 


4th May. David Crawfurd, keeper of the signet, produced a commission granted 
by John, Lord Murray, and Sir James Ogilvie of that ilk, secretaries of state, in 
favour of Mr. James Elphinstone, Mr. Alexander Home, Robert Watson, John 
M‘Farlane, James Hamilton, Mr. William Thomson, John Strachan, Mr. John 
Montgomery, Mr. William Dallas, Duncan Ronald, Thomas Pringle, Hugh Cuning- 
hame, and David Ramsay, writers to the signet, or any five of them, with the keepers 
or keeper of the signet, to be their lordships’ commissioners “ for overseeing and 
ordering what may concern the office and calling of the writers.” The commission, 
dated at Whitehall, 20th April 1696, is accepted and engrossed. 

A commission by the said John, Lord Murray, in favour of Patrick Murray of 
Dollary, to be one of the principal keepers of the signet, is also received. 

John M‘Farlane is continued as treasurer, John Anderson as clerk, Robert 
Monro as officer, and John Strachan as fiscal. 

Mr. William Thomson and John Strachan are appointed to assist the keepers 
and the treasurer “anent their concerns, the new lodgeing bought by the writers, as 
to the furnishing and finishing the same, and the filling of the warrand; and 
appointed a tack to be drawn betwixt the keepers of the signet in name of the 
secretaries on the one part, and the commissioners of the wryters in name of the 
poor on the other part, of the said lodgeing for ane yeir, and the tack duty to be 
left blank, and payable to the treasurer for the use of the poor of the calling, and 
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allowed the keepers to enter to the possession at the term of Whitsunday next, to 
witt the 15th May instant.” 
The second Monday of June next is appointed for a general meeting. 


lst June. Patrick Murray of Dollary and David Crawfurd, keepers, etc. 

Admission of Hugh Somervaill, from the office of Robert Carstairs. 

Admissione of George Turnbull, from the office of Henry Grahame. 

The treasurer’s accounts to be audited. 

John M‘Farlane is continued treasurer, John Strachan, fiscal, John Andersone, 
clerk, and Robert Monro, officer, during pleasure. 

List of prentices and servants to be given in. 

Robert Miln and Patrick Steill to be spoken to, that they should furnish and 
complete the lodgeing bought by the writers from them, “and if they shifted or 
delayed ” legal diligence should be used against them. 

The fiscal is to inquire what “wrytter lads” sign bills in name of Mr. Patrick 
Arbuthnot, or any other of the wryters, or procure letters to be signed by others 
than these whose names are at the bills, that they may be cited by the officer. 

“The commissioners for the wrytters sett to the keepers of the signet the 
lodgeing lately acquired from Robert Milne and Patrick Steill, cellars and garrets 
thereof, for this current year, at three hundred merks rent for the said yeir, in 
regard the same is not fully furnished; and thereafter for sua long as the keepers ~ 
shall possess the same for the payment of twenty pound starline of yeirly rent: 
and both wrytters and keepers declair that it shall be Jawfull to aither of them to 
quyte at the yeir end: and appoynts a tack to be drawn in thir terms; reserving all- 
wayes for the nse of the commissioners and the heall calling, the constant use of the 
great northmost room for their meetings upon all occasions, and allows the keepers ane 
pass key for their own uses: and appoynts the key of the great room quhen furnished 
to lye in John Strachan’s house, as being the nearest wryter’s house to the same. 

William Burnet, writer in Edinburgh, son of Gavin Burnet, writer to the signet, 
craves charity and supply, because “he is prisoner in the Tolbuith for debt, through 
the rigidity of his creditors and the unnaturalnes of his brother, who will not pay the 
remaines of his patrimony.” He is allowed 100 merks. 

On petition of Mary Vauch, relict of John Aitkinhead, writer in Edinburgh, 
showing that her husband served his apprenticeship to Mr. William Thomsone, W.S., 
and paid his fee, and intended to obtain admission “if it had pleased God to spare 
him,” and that she is “redacted to great poverty and want.” She receives 50 merks, 
on condition that she oblige herself never to apply for any further supply. 

On petition by Sir William Campbell for charity, the treasurer is authorised to 
give him three dollars. 


8th Jung. The keepers and commissioners, having represented to the brethren 
that they were called together in order to give an account of the abuses of the 
calling, that the same might be rectified and punished, they are required to give in 
an account of all abuses to the fiscal. 

The committee anent the contract of the lodging are appointed to meet with the 
builders, and “to call tradesmen weill known in buildeing to take inspection of the 
lodgeing, if the same be sufficiently built and furnished in all things conforme to the 
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contract, and to see the said contract fulfilled in all poynts, and that the ryghts, 
progress and disposition of the said lodgeing be legall and valid,” and to report. 

The letters of those whose contributions for the price of the building were not 
yet paid, to be stopped until payment. 


6th JULY. The treasurer and fiscal are appointed (and to “ call whom they think 
fitt” along with them) to inspect a carpet which Mr. John Guthry offered for the 
use of the calling at a cheap rate, and to report. 

Letters are to be-stopped until prentices’ names are given up, and the contribu- 
tions for the building are paid in. 

Consideration of a precept drawn by the advocates on the treasurer is delayed 
until the particular account of the expenses involved is known. 


2d OCTOBER. Admission of Andrew Karr, from the office of James Hay. 

Orders for making up lists of prentices, and for inspecting the “lodgeing” are 
renewed. 

John Inglis to be cited to answer for “ unfreemen’s letters.” 

One dollar of “drink monny” is ordered to be paid to the wrights employed in 
finishing the lodgeing. 


9th November. “The keepers and commissioners appoynt that the carpet offered 
by Mr. John Guthrie in place of his hundred merks, subscribed by him for the use 
of the poor of the calling, may be received from him by John M‘Farlane and John 
Strachane, who hade seen the same, and that it may be keeped by them, or any of 
them, untill the large room belonging to the calling be finished, and ane table placed 
therein, and whereupon the foresaid carpett is to be putt, and is ther to remane for 
the use of the calling,” 

John Inglis being delated for subscribing letters for “young men that keeped 
ane wryter’s chamber that hade noe master, since the deceiss of William Dykes, who 
wes ther master,” the relict of the said William having no advantage thereby, the 
keepers and commissioners, upon the acknowledgment and promise of the said John 
Inglis, gave him “a publict rebuke.” 

Report of the auditors to be given in at next meeting. 

A list of the poor of the calling to be prepared and given in, that it may be 
considered whether they are such as ought to have charity, and whether they deserve 
more or less than their present pensions, 

On petition of John Williamson, son of the late Thomas Williamson, W.S., 
craving “some litle thing for buyeing of cloths for his own use,” the sum of £24 
is allowed, to be laid out for that purpose by Mr. William Dallas. 

Deacon Paterson, wright, is to be spoken to, in order to hasten “the finishing 
of the lyneing of the large room belonging to the calling.” 

Writers for the poor are appointed, viz., Mr. William Cheisley, John Luitfoot, 
William Menzies, Mr. David Haliburton, David Lauder, and John Elliot, for specified 
periods. i 


14th DECEMBER. The treasurer’s accounts to be adjusted for the first meeting 
in March, ; 

A list of the poor to be given in at next meeting. 

A committee is appointed to revise the title-deeds of the “ Lodgeing.” 
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The treasurer is authorised “to give to the wyfe of one of ther bretheren, who is 
in great distress at present, ten dollars.” 

A committee of four is appointed to meet with a committee of the advocates “to 
treat anent the privileges of the College of Justice.” 

Several petitions for charity are remitted to the treasurer, to use his discretion in 
giving to the deserving. 


1697. 


4th JANUARY. The treasurer is authorised to give to William Burnet 8 rex 
dollars “for payeing his house dues in the Tolbooth,” and for his liberation. 
Admission of Charles Miln from the office of William Dykes. 


Ist FEBRUARY. <Absentees are fined in £3. 

Payments by the treasurer are approved, viz.: To Elizabeth Arnot, daughter of 
Mr. Samuell Arnot, £2. To Janet Killpatrik, £2,18s. To Isobell Montgomerie, £2, 
17s. To Mr. William Petendreich, £2, 9s. To Christian Greig, relict of Alexander 
M‘Ildonich, £2, 18s. To Anna Inglis, £2, 17s. To Jean More, £2, 9s. To Elizabeth 
Vauch, £2. To Anna Morton, £2,17s. To Christian Barclay, £2, 4s. To Janet 
Oswald, called Widow Maitland, £2, 17s. To Elizabeth Innes, £2, 9s. 

On petition of Mary Paterson, daughter of Hugh Paterson, W.S., the treasurer 
is authorised to pay to her or to Robert Paterson, bailie of the Potterraw, in her 
name, £12 quarterly for a year, including therein her former pension. 


lst Marcu. Admission of Mr. Arthur Forbes, from the office of Mr. James 
Elphinston. 

George Dallas of St. Martin’s presents his style book to the keepers and com- 
missioners for the use of the faculty, who tender him thanks, and give a dollar to 
the servant who carried the book. 

“ The carpet given by Mr. John Guthrie for the use of the facultie, in place of 
his hundred merks for buyeing the lodgeing, wes presented befor the keepers and 
commissioners, who were weill pleased with the same,” and appoint the treasurer to 
grant discharge to the said Mr. John for 100 merks. 

, Marion Blair, relict of Alexander Cleiland, receives four dollars. 


10th Marcu. Patrick Murray of Dollary, and David Crawfurd, keepers; Mr. 
James Elphinstoun, John M‘Farlaue, James Hamilton, Mr. William Thomsone, John 
Strachan, Duncan Ronald, Thomas Pringle, Hugh Cuninghame, David Ramsay, 
commissioners. 

Mr. David Cuninghame of Mullcraig, advocate, having presented petition, Mr. 
John Nisbet, writer to the signet, having raised, and Alexander Glass, also writer 
to the signet, having used, general letters of horning upon decreet of modification, 
at the instance of Jean Lindsay, relict of Mr. Alexander Stevenson, minister at 
Dalmellington, against Crawfurd of Camlarge, for payment of the stipend of 
said parish for the crop 1695, contrary to the terms of the act of 24th June 1690, 
which restricts the raising of such letters, except upon decreet of locality, the keepers 
and commissioners find the said letters not to be in “the precise terms” of the act, 
and therefore ordain the said raiser and user “to deliver back the same, with the 
execution before the day of the charge expire.” 
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15th Marcu. Admission of Charles Menzies, from the office of William Dykes 


5th APRIL. Committee appointed to adjust the accounts. 

“ Appoynts the register to be bound of new with two or three quair of peaper 
added thairto, and the theasurer to pay for the same.” 

“The keepers and commissioners being informed that John Alexander, late 
wryter to the signet, one of ther pentioners, is turned papist, they discharge the 
theasurer to pay him any more money untill he declair under his hand that he is 
noe papist, and renunces the principles therof.” 

Janet Nicol, relict of Robert Nicol, late officer to the society, is allowed her 
Lammas pension in advance, on account of the sickness of her child. 

The treasurer is appointed to give two dollars to Mary Vauch, relict of John 
Aitkinhead ; and to give a dollar to Elizabeth Innes, relict of Mr. James Lawson : 
and two dollars to Margaret Peter, if it should be found on inquiry that her father 
was a writer. These grants are all upon petition by the parties. 


12th APRIL. Upon information that John Inglis, writer to the signet, had 
‘made ane transaction with Sir Alexander Anstruther, ane of the clerks of the bills, 
for the half of his place, and received from the said Sir Alexander ane deputation 
for the exercise of the said office,’ the brethren, upon consideration of some former 
acts of the society, find “that ane writer to the signet, who is exerceing the office of 
clerk or clerk deputt of the bills, will be very prejudiciall to the rest of the bretheren :” 
and having called the said John Inglis before them, and heard his acknowledgment 
of the said transaction, with his denial of his having exercised the office or received 
any emoluments, and his declaration that he should submit to the sentence of the 
keepers and commissioners, they find, and intimate to him that, in case he should 
either directly or indirectly exercise the said office, he should be deprived. 


3d May. Complaint being given in against John Inglis for raising unwarrant- 
able letters against David Boswall, glazier, burgess of Edinburgh, the said John is 
ordained to see and answer the complaint betwixt and Monday next. 

On petition of John Inglis, remonstrating against “the act and orders” of the 
keepers and commissioners of the 12th of April last, anent his exercise of the 
office of clerk to the bills, consideration of the petition is continued to the first 
Monday of June, and Duncan Ronald and Thomas Pringle are appointed to revise 
the acts of the calling relating to the subject, and to report. 

The former committee anent the lodging are appointed to consider the contract 
anent the purchase, and to report whether it be fulfilled, and the “lodgeing com- 
pleetly perfyted and finished conforme therto in all poynts,” and to revise the scroll 
of the disposition of the lodging and other titles in the progress, 


Tth JUNE. The letters of horning raised hy John Inglis against David Boswall 
and his wife, on the wife’s accepted bill, are found to be unwarrantable. 

The keepers and commissioners, having revised the acts, adhere to their former 
sentence of 12th April last, anent the exercise of the office of clerk to the bills by 
John Inglis. 

The committees anent the lodging, and for adjusting the treasurer’s accounts, are 
appointed to meet, and make report at next meeting. 
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On petition of Isobell Grahame, relict of Mr. James Cuninghame, she is allowed 
100 merks until her condition be inquired into. 


5th Jury. The committee anent the lodging appointed to meet “at three 
o'clock this afternoon peremptorie,” and prepare report against next meeting, and 
to take the advice of skilled tradesmen. 

The pension of Margaret Chalmers, daughter of the late William Chalmers, and 
granddaughter of the late Daniel Melville, both writers to the signet, is augmented 
to £40 yearly. 

Isobell Straton, daughter of the late James Straton, W.S., on account of her 
“mean condition, age, and infirmity,” is allowed a pension of 100 merks yearly. 

One dollar each is allowed to Thomas Robertsone, a blind man, Mrs. Cameron, 
and Anna Mortoun, relict of John Fermer, W.S. 

Proposals being made for “the due exacting and collecting the pryces allowed 
by the regulations for wryts passing the signett,” it is appointed that “doubles” of 
the said proposals be given to each commissioner, and all to be warned to meet on 
Monday next to consider the same. 


12th Jury. The account for glass work furnished by David Burton, glazier, 
to the new lodging, amounting to £73, 4s. Scots, being considered, order is given to 
pay the same upon the said David “cleansing the glass windows.” 

The committee anent the lodging report that they met and made account of 
deductions to Robert Miln, for the deficiencies in his part of the contract, and that 
they had amended the disposition, and appointed it to be transcribed. 

David Ramsay is added to the committee for adjusting the accounts. 

A committee, consisting of Duncan Ronald, Thomas Pringle, and Mr. William 
Dallas, appointed to consider the proposals referred to at last meeting. 


19th JuLy. Admission of James Baird, servitor to Sir James Ogilvie, principal 
secretary of state. 

Draught of the acts presented by the committee, on the “ proposals” referred to 
in meeting of 5th July, read and considered, and David Ramsay is added to the 
committee. 

Mr. William Dallas and Mr. Robert Pringle are nominated as conjunct fiscals, 
and sworn. 


6th AucusT. Committee appointed to treat anent the act against abuses. 


10th Auaust. Robert Watson, John M‘Farlane, John Strachan, and Duncan 
Ronald appointed to meet and prepare an act for regulating the calling. 

Duplicates of Deacon Paterson, wright’s account to be given to each commissioner, 
to be considered against next meeting. 

On petition of Walter Stewart, W.S., he is allowed 200 merks for his present 
necessity, and the settlement of a pension for him is delayed until 1st September 
1698. 


20th Aucust. Admission of Alexander Fyff, from the office of Campbell of 
Carwhine, W.S. 


348 THE SOCIETY OF WRITERS TO THE SIGNET [1697 
Admission of John Cheisley, from the office of John Knox, W.S. 


19th SEPTEMBER. Admission of Thomas Eleis, son of James Eleis of Southsyde, 
from the office of Mr. James Anderson, W.S. - 


2d OCTOBER. The committee on the accounts to report at next meeting. 

The same committee to see their convening house and the lining thereof, and to 
consider Deacon Paterson’s accounts, and report to next meeting. 

Admission of Mr. William Wilson. 


29th OCTOBER. Admission of William Hamilton, son of the late Sir Robert 
Hamilton of Presmenan. 


8th NOVEMBER. The committee on the treasurer’s accounts to employ “ Ogstoun 
the sworne metster,” to measure the convening room and lineing thereof, and to 
take his report in writing, and to take the advice of “ gentlemen and tradesmen ” as 
to the price of the foot of work. 

Hugh Somerville, George Turnbull, Charles Miln, Arthur Forbes, and Charles 
Menzies, appointed writers for tle poor, for two months respectively. 


15th NOVEMBER. Thomas Pringle is appointed treasurer in room of John 
M‘Farlane. 


24th NOVEMBER. The committee report that John Alexander has “renounced 
and disowned all popery and principles thereof, and that he never maintained the 
same, and that it was a calumnie against him.” He is reponed to his pension. 

The late treasurer is ordained to pay £1088 to Deacon Paterson, in full of his 
account, and to pay one dollar to the measurer of the lining of the convening room. 

Compeared, Sir James Baird of Saughtounhall, Mr. James Lowes of Merchistoun, 
Mr. James Elphinstoun of Craighouse, and Robert Watson, W.S., heritors of land 
in the parish of St. Cuthbert’s, complaining that John Knox, W.S., “did most un- 
warrantably and informally wryte and subscrive letters of horning at the instance 
of Mr. Arthur Coupar, pretended schoollmaster at Portsburgh,” against them and 
other heritors of the parish, and “caused signet the saids letters on the first of 
August last,” founding on an act of parliament dated 2d May 1646, which act was 
rescinded in the first session of the first parliament of King Charles the Second in 
1661; and alleging that the letters contained a warrant for charging the whole of 
the heritors at the church door of St. Cuthbert’s, for paying their several proportions 
of the schoolmaster’s fees, conform to a stent roll which was unjustly imposed upon 
them; and that the said letters are contrary to the 13th act of the second session of 
King William’s first parliament, discharging all general letters except for the king’s 
revenue and ministers’ stipends on a decreet of locality: and therefore craving 
the keepers and commissioners to warrant their officer to summond the said John 
Knox, ete. 

The keepers and commissioners having called the said John Knox before them, 
and heard his answer, found the said letters unwarrantable, and ordained them to 
be kept up, and no extract thereof to be given. 
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6th DECEMBER. Writers and their prentices ordered to produce their discharges 
for their dues. 


8th DECEMBER. Admission of George Cockburne, writer in Edinburgh. 


1698. 


4th JANUARY. Admission of Alexander Guthrie, from the office of James 
Winrahame, 


17th January. “Allowed of the chimney-piece given by Robert Miln to 
compense the deficiency in sua farr as he and Patrick Steill are short in fulfilling of 
their contract.” 

“Ten guineas to be given by the treasurer as a compliment for the earnest of 
the house and the name of the court, which they are to putt up above the principal 
gate in gilded letters befor payment be made, and to call the same the Wryters’ 
Court.” 


24th JANUARY. Absentees “unlawed” in half a crown for the poor. 
A committee appointed for considering regulations for rectifying the abuses of 
the calling. 


7th FEBRUARY. Jean Hamilton, relict of Mr. Alexander Stevenson, W.S., and 
her five children, enrolled for a pension of £100 Scots, “in respect the petitioner 
and her children have been and are under great straites.” 

Margaret Vauch, relict of William Cuningham, is allowed three dollars of 
charity, and discharged to make any further application. 

Thomas Robertson, “a sicklie infirm blind man,” to receive two dollars, on the 
same condition as the preceding. 

Elizabeth Williamson, only daughter of the late Thomas Williamson, W.S., is 
allowed £24, “and she is never to ask more.” 

Petition is given in by William Crawfurd, under keeper of the signet, showing 
“that through the insufficiency of the door and windows of the signet office, some 
persons took the advantage of breaking both, and caried away about five pound 
starline money lyeing with the seall of the office, signet book, and some signet letters,” 
and craving that his loss be made up. ‘The treasurer is appointed to pay the 
amount. 


14th Marcu. Marion Muir, eldest daughter of the late John Muir, W.S., 
representing “the starveing condition of herself and three fatherless children, and 
that she is presently lyeing in of a posthume chyld,” is allowed in the meantime 10 
dollars. 


2d May. The letters of those who have not contributed for “ buyeing their 
lodgeing” to be stopped. 


6th June. Isobell Grahame, relict of Mr. James Cuninghame, W.S., enrolled 
as a pensioner for £100 yearly. 
Margaret Watson, daughter of the late George Watson, W.S., is allowed £24. 
2Y 
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A committee appointed to consider the stock of the calling, that it may be 
known what they have to bestow in charity. 


9th June. Admission of James Taylor, from the office of John Cuningham. 
15th JUNE. Admission of Alexander Alison from the office of John Strachan. 


llth JULY. An addition of 50 merks is made to the yearly pension of £100 
allowed to John Alexander, W.S., “he being a liveing brother under burden and in 
great necessitie.” 

Mary Vauch allowed ten dollars, and to make no further application. 

Three dollars allowed to Jean Barclay, “relict of umquhill Captain Archibald 
M‘Culloch, who wes killed in the defence of the government, and defended against 
the seidge of Londonderry.” 

William Burnett, son of Gawine Burnett, W.S., allowed £20 to relieve him from 
prison, where he lies for debt, and is enrolled for a pension of £40 yearly. 

Mr. Alexander Hume, John Strachan, and Duncan Ronald recommended to 
consider the petitions given in by the poor, and to report and adjust accounts with 
the treasurer. 


16th Aucust. Mr. David Ramsay is appointed treasurer by reason of Mr. 
Thomas Pringle’s demission of tho office. The accounts to be adjusted. _ 

Committee appointed to “waite upon the comity of trade to oppose the memoriall 
given in by Mr. Norman for prohibiting the importeing of wryteing paper, or 
layeing on ane imposition thairupon.” 


25th Aucust. Admission of John Irvine, lawful son of Mr. Robert Irvine of 
Cults, from the office of Mr. William Thomson. 


7th NOVEMBER. Warrant from the lord secretary to Mr. James Elphinston, 
Mr. John Montgomery, and Hugh Cuninghame, to serve as keepers of the signet, 
and for the trial of the qualifications of entrants. 

“The keepers and commissioners resolve that they shall attend the lords of 
session to-morrow in the usuall maner, and pay their duty to them, and to receive 
ther commands, and to give in the list of the wryters for the poor for the ensneing 

ear.” 
7 The writers named for the poor are Alexander Fyff, John Cheisley, Thomas 
Eleis, Mr. William Wilson, William Hamilton, and George Cockburn. 


14th NOVEMBER. Discharge and exoneration to John M‘Farlane, late treasurer. 

Account of the money received by John M‘Farlane from the writers, for buying 
and furnishing their house. The amount contributed is £5200; the amount paid 
is £5132, 16s. 4d; the amount still due, £566, 13s. 4d. 

The rent of the signet office from 1696 to 1697, amounting to £200, and £20 
sterling yearly thereafter, being found unpaid, the treasurer is to endeavour to get 
payment. 

The contributions for the house still due to be paid, or the letters of the defaulters 
to be stopped. 

The interest still in arrear of sums lent for the poor, to be gathered in. 
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Lists of prentices to be got in by David Rose, the officer, and the prentice dues 
to be paid. 

Margaret Birle, for cleaning the writers’ room, to receive two shillings sterling 
monthly. 

Committee on the case of the poor to report on Wednesday next at 2 o'clock. 


5th DECEMBER. List of prentices and fees due to be given in. 

The order for payment of a dollar to the measurer of the “lyned room” is 
renewed. 

Mr, James Anderson appointed fiscal to the calling. 


12th DECEMBER. On report in reference to petitions from the poor, the trea- 
surer is authorised to make the following payments : — 

To Marion Muir, lawful daughter of the late John Muir, W.S., 

yearly, . £66 13 4 
Margaret Nisbett, “ oye ” to the late John Nisbet, W.S., yearly, 24 00 00 
Elspeth Nisbett, daughter to the deceased John Nisbett, and “oye” 

to the deceased John Nisbett, writer to the signet, yearly, 20 00 00 
Margaret Peter, daughter to the deceased John Peter, W.S., yearly, 24 00 00 
Margaret Rollo, sister to the late James Rollo, writer in Edin- 


burgh, and her pepper a boy, until further consideration, 24 00 00 
Lavisa Borthwick, . o : : 2 66 13 04 
Mr. Robert Blair, writer in Edinburgh, f 11 00 00 
Katherine Humo, relict of Captain Campbell, s son to commissar 

Campbell, W.S., é ; : ; ; é š , 05 14 00 
Ttem, poor David Edgar, : 04 00 00 
Anna Mortoun, relict - of umquhill John Former, writer in Diline 

burgh, t 04 00 00 


Katee Bruce, relict of Mr. Robert Stewart, minister, a y poor 
woman with eight children, and lately brought to bed of twins, 04 00 00 
Elizabeth Vauch, friend to Hugh Cuningham, besides 4 dollars 


formerly ordered and now to be paid, . ‘ 03 00 00 
Christina Barclay, relict of William Rae, writer, . i 04 00 00 
Rachael Somerville, spouse to Henry Scott, big with chyld,. 5 02 16 00 
John Woodsyde, a blind man, . à 05 14 00 
Widow M‘Ildonich, without further application, ; 05 14 00 
Marion Blair, spouse to All. Clieland, writer, without further 

application, ’ 3 i : ¢ 3 5 05 14 00 
Poor Isobell Lawson, without ete. oR : : 5 ; 04 00 00 
Poor Margaret Lindsay, on same condition, , 05 14 00 
Anna Findlayson, relict of William Lithgow, on same ‘condition, . á 04 00 00 
Mary Vauch, relict of Jo, Aitkenhead, on same condition, . : 05 14 00 
Sarah Courtey, - do. do., : : 04 00 00 
Thomas Robertsone, a blind man, without etc., . ; : : 04 00 00 
Rebecca Turner, . ; P a : : : : : 05 16 00 
Elizabeth M‘Lae, . P À 5 : : ’ x , 05 16 00 
Andrew Dick, : 05 16 00 


The first four in the above list are e enrolled a: as pensioners, 
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22d DECEMBER. Admission of Mr. William Robertson, from the office of Mr. 
William Stirline. 


1699. 


2d JANUARY. “Resolved that the pensions be taken under consideration, and 
reduced to the yearly interest of the stock, and bygone annualrents and house rents 
to be brought in and added to the stock.” 


23d January. John Elliot is suspended for drawing a precept aud signing it, 
off a signature drawn and copied by John M‘Farlane. 


27th January. Admission of John Auchterlonie, from the office of Mr. John 
Guthrie. 


4th FEBRUARY. John Elliot reponed. 


6th FEBRUARY. Jean Young, daughter of the late Andrew Young, W.S., is 
allowed £40 Scots till further inquiry. 

The treasurer is authorised to pay to William Maxwell, macer, the sum of £20 
for the funeral expenses of John Dalgarnoe, a writer. 

Charity is also to be given to Arthur Straton, Margaret Burnet, Barbara Hodge, 
and Margaret Murray, at four dollars each, without further application. 

The woman who cleans the rooms is allowed a dollar; and payments are ordered 
“for buyeing washing rubbers to the roume, and ane small accompt to ane mason 
for mending the chimney, a wright for half ane dozen chaires, conforme to ther 
accompts.” 


21st FEBRUARY. Commission, appointing Robert Watson to the office of keeper 
of the signet. 


22d FEBRUARY. Alexander Ogilvie of Forglen receives commission as keeper 
of the signet. 


6th Marcu. John Strachan, Duncan Ronald, and Thomas Pringle appointed 
to consider the stock and pension list; and also to consider the account given in by 
Mr. Miln, mason. 

Petitions for charity from Margaret Watson, Marion Straiton, and others, remitted 
to the same committee. 

Mr. William Thomson, Hugh Cuningham, and John Strachan appointed to con- 
sider abuses. 


3d APRIL. The treasurer authorised to pay to John Wallace, apothecary, for 
the use of John Williamson, “ane wryter’s son, for buyeing him cloaths, twelve 
pounds Scots.” 
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lst May. The treasurer to pay to William Fisher, son to umquhile William 
Fisher, writer, 20s. sterling; and the same amount to Margaret Watson, now in the 
Trinity Hospital. 


5th JUNE. John M‘Farlane, Mr. William Thomson, John Strachan, and Thomas 
Pringle appointed a committee for regulating and preventing abuses. 

Ten merks added to the efficer’s fee of £5 sterling yearly. 

The pension of Margaret Peter increased to £50 Scots, and the committee to 
consider her case. 


12th JUNE. Proposals for rectifying abuses read and considered, and remitted 
to a general meeting of the society, to be held the same afternoon. 

After debate on the proposals, the vote is deferred to another general meeting 
on Monday next. 


19th JUNE. The draught of the act for regulating abuses amended, and deferred 
te a general meeting to be held on 26th inst. 


26th JUNE. Robert Watson, keeper, Mr. James Elphinstone, Mr. Alexander 
Hume, John M‘Farlane, Mr. William Thomsone, John Strachan, Mr. William Dallas, 
Duncan Ronald, Thomas Pringle, Hugh Cuningham, David Ramsay, commissioners. 

The draughts of the act for suppressing abuses, read and amended, and remitted 
to the general meeting in the afternoon. 

The act is ingrossed, and is to the effect :— 


1. That writers to the signet shall own none as their prentices and servants, but 
such as are so in very deed; and shall not subscribe any bills or other writ 
peculiar to writers to the signet, but such as are written by themselves or 
their servants, except such as shall be subscribed at the instance of brethren 
writers to the signet. 


2, That they shall make no paction for subscribing letters, etc., for less prices 
than are allowed by the act of regulation 1672, or by any “supervenient 
act.” à 


ew / 


. That they shall receive, at or before delivery of the writs above mentioned, 
actual payment of their “full dues,” and shall not give back the same or 
any part thereof to their employers, or advance the signet dues, or give any 
gratification of any sort, whereby the payment of the said full dues may be 
frustrated. 


4. Notwithstanding of the foregoing act, it shall be lawful to them to sign such 
writs at the instance of the secretaries of state, and their deputes, lords of 
session, advocates, clerks of session, clerks of the bills, and their deputes, 
lords and clerks of treasury and exchequer, keepers and writers to the 
signet, clerks and keepers of the general register of hornings and sasines, 
macers before the lords of session, privy council, and exchequer, and the 
writers’ own prentices and servants, not being assignees, and those in the 
poor roll, or writers to the poor, gratis, if they please. 
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5. It shall be lawful to writers to give drink money to their prentices and 
servants for writing letters and others for the signet, not excecding 40 
pennies Scots per sheet, and that only if the master thinks fit. 


6. For contravening any of the premises for the first fault, suspension for three 
months to be inflicted, and for the second fault similar suspension and a 
penalty of £40 Scots: and for the third fault to be deprived simpliciter. 


7. For the more exact and punctual observance of the premises, each writer 
shall, on the second week of each session, compear in the writers’ hall, 
before one or two of the commissioners, with the procurator-fiscal and clerk, 
and there shall solemnly swear and sign the oath for the observance of this 
act: the cath and deposition to be inserted in a book to be kept at the 
signet for that purpose; and the letters of such as fail to depone, to be 
stepped. 


8. The swearing of the said oath shall begin on the second week of November 
next, and so forth; without prejudice to the fiscal to pursue any who have 
contravened in time past the former acts. 


9. The procurator-fiscal is recommended to make “narrow and diligent search” 
after all delinquencies and to prosecute the same. 


10. That all the present writers to the signet, betwixt and the 10th of July 
next, and all intrants at their admission, shall sign this act, and if not, their 
letters shall be stopped. The act to come into force from and after 10th 
of July next. 


“ Followes the oath: I, A. B., doe hereby solemnly swear and affirm, in presence 
of Almighty God, that the above written act is not contravened or transgressed by 
me in any poynts thereof since the tenth day of July j™ vj° and ninty-ninc years : 
and this is the truth as I shall answer to God.” 


The act is subscribed by R. Watsoun and the commissioners, and members of 
the society. 


19th JULY. In presence of the keepers and commissioners, James Elphinstone, 
Alexander Ogilvie, and nineteen others “consent and agree to the preceding act,” 
with this qualification: That they shall be obliged to give their oaths thereanent 
only on complaint against them at the instance of the fiscal, relative to the said act 
for the contravention of the same or any paragraph thereof. 


Juty. The act anent the writers giving in a list of their prentices, and paying 
their due of 10 merks, ratified. 

James Brisbane is rebuked for acknowledging James Cleiland as his servant, 
though he is really servant to Alexander Wilkieson. 

Allowances are granted, viz.: To Marjory Abercromby, 4 dollars; to Elizabeth 
Hume, daughter of the late Andrew Hume, three dollars; to Jean More, relict of 
James Aitkinhead, W.S., three dollars ; to Elizabeth Nicolson, daughter of the late 
Sir John Nicholson of Tilliecultrie, and relict of Mr. Robert Muirhead, writer in 
Edinburgh, three dollars. 
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John Cheisley, called at the fiscal’s instance, is fined £40 Scots for transgressing 
the statutes. 


Jury. ‘“ Haveing severely rebuked John Cheisley, repone him, and take off 
and discharge his fyne, the fault being befor the late act.” 
Mr. William Whyte, sometime schoolmaster at Leith, is allowed £4 Scots. 


26th JULY. Commission by James Viscount Seafield and John Lord Carmichael, 
principal secretaries of state for Scotland, to Mr. James Elphinston, John Lutefoot, 
Mr. Alexander Hume, Mr. Robert Ritchardson, Robert Watson, John M‘Farlane, 
Mr. William Thomson, John Strachan, John Cuningham, Robert Carstares, Mr. 
John Montgomery, Robert Crawfurd, Charles Row, Mr. James Anderson, Duncan 
Ronald, Thomas Pringle, Hugh Cuninghame, Mr. David Ramsay, Alexander Glass, 
and James Baird, writers to the signet, and keepers of the same, to convene at all 
times necessary, for taking order anent the contravention of their acts, ete. The 
commission is dated at Edinburgh, 22d July 1699. 

Jean Nisbet, daughter of the late Andrew Nisbet, W.S., is allowed 10 dollars in 
the meantime; and Mary Vauch, relict of John Aitkenhead, three dollars. 

The treasurer is authorised to pay £3, 2s. Scots, “for mending and dichting the 

windows and for strawing to the large room.” 


7th Aucust. The report anent the list of pensions, and restriction thereof, 
presented, and consideration of it deferred till November. 

John Eliot, W.S., being “in bade circumstances, and goeing to the Scots collony 
in Darien to follow some means for his lively-hood,” is allowed £100 Scots as 
supply for “his transportation,” with this condition, that during his father’s lifetime 
and exercising of the ministry, nothing shall he given to the said Mr. John, his 
wife, or children. 

Alexander Dunbar’s petition to be reponed, though he had been long absent 
“from his exercising the imployment,” as he had now returned and “taken up ane 
chamber.” His petition is granted on condition of his signing the late act, and 
paying to the treasurer 100 merks as his contribution for “ the wryters’ house.” 

A committee of five, with the fiscal, appointed “to consider the overturs anent 
the visitors, and to form ane act therapon.” 

Elizabeth Nicol, daughter of the deceased John Nicol, W.S., is allowed £40 
Scots “including ther former pension.” 

Janet Ewing, relict of William Young, writer, is allowed six dollars, and the 
same amount is “modified” to Grissel Ker, relict of John Innes, writer. 


26th Avaust. Admission of Andrew Halyburtoun, from the office of the late 
Mr. David Halyburtoun, W.S. 


4th SEPTEMBER., Elizabeth Spens, relict of Andrew Martine, writer, is allowed 
five merks, and discharged from making further application. 

Arthur Straitoun, grandchild of the deceased Arthur Stratoun, W.S., is allowed 
four dollars, and similarly discharged. 

Katherine Hume, relict of Captain Daniell Campbell, is allowed £3 Scots. 
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Committee of four appointed to meet and agree “‘ with a painter and tradesman 
for warnishing, whytneing and helping the wryters’ roum and signet roumes.” 

Margaret Hamilton, daughter of the late Mr. Robert Hamilton, W.S., is allowed 
£10 Scots until her case be further considered. 


2d OCTOBER. On the desire of Mr. James Anderson, fiscal, another is conjoined 
with him in the office of fiscal, namely, Alexander Glasse. 
Other three members are added to the committee anent the visitors. 


16th OcTOBER. The meeting is adjourned for eight days. 

23d OCTOBER. The keeper, Robert Watson, and the commissioners, “having met 
and heard ane act read before them which wes prepared and reported by a comity 
of ther number, ratifying all former acts anent the visitors of the society made by 
their predecessors, and the acts made anent keeping of the dyets of the commissioners, 
with the former acts anent wryters subscriveing of ther bills, and of new enacting 
these same acts, and appoynting visitors for the society from this date to January 
1701 years or longer, until new ones be elected;” the said act was voted and 
approved. i 

The said act is engrossed at length, and refers to the act of 22d December 1684, 
appointing four visitors to concur with the fiscal “to goe through and visit the 
wryters’ chambers, and to have with them the list of booked prenteissis,” ete. 


Tth NOVEMBER. For the purpose of putting the late act to more “summar ” 
execution, a committee, comprising Mr. William Thomson, John Strachan, Mr. John 
Montgomery, Hugh Cunyngham, Robert Carstairs, and Thomas Pringle, with the 
two fiscals as “super-numerary,” is appointed to draw up “such fitt interrogators as 
are most consonant to the act to be proposed to the wryters when they depone.” 

Mr. David Ramsay, treasurer, because “of the multiplicity of his affairs,” being 
desirous of resigning the office of treasurer, John Lutefutt, one of the commissioners, 
is unanimously chosen to the office, and a committee is appointed to audit the 
accounts. 


8th NOVEMBER. In presence of both keepers, and the whole commissioners, the 
“interrogators ” being reported by the committee, and read, a “ double” thereof is 
ordered to be laid on the table at the signet, that they may be seen. 


13th SEPTEMBER [? NOVEMBER]. The persons mentioned in the visitors’ report 
are to be prosecuted. <. 

The “interrogators” are approved; and John Lutefutt, John M‘Farlane, Mr. 
William Thomson, John Strachan, Robert Carstairs, Mr. John Montgomerie, Robert 
Crawfurd, Charles Row, Duncan Ronald, and Hugh Cuningham, or any of them, or 
of the other commissioners, with one or both of the fiscals, are appointed to take 
the oaths and depositions of the whole writers to the signet who have signed the 
aforesaid act, “ upon the saids interrogators this week.” 

John Inglis, having been cited to answer for signing unwarrantable letters, and 
failing to compear, is suspended. 


14th November. On complaint by the fiscals against the said John Inglis for the 
letters, and also “for opprobrious language against Mr. James Anderson, procurator- 


1700] ABSTRACT OF MINUTES 357 


fiscall,” and the acknowledgement thereof by the accused, he is fined in the sum of 
£10 Scots; and payment being instantly made, his suspension is taken off, 


4th DECEMBER. Alexander Ogilvie of Forglen, keeper. 

The letters of those who have not deponed, to be stopped. 

On petition by Thomas M‘Dowall, he is allowed £40 Scots. 

The keeper is recommended to speak with the dean of faculty of advocates “to 
injoin ther barr keeper to more punctual observance of his duty, by debarring and 
keeping out all persons not privileged by acts of sederunt to come within the 
advocates’ bar,” 

James Dalrymple, the said barr keeper, is granted, on petition, an addition of 50 
merks to his former salary. 

John Strachan, being challenged for unwarrantable letters, which he confesses, 
but pleads inadvertence, and offers two dollars to the poors’ box, is ordained to 
pay the same; and the treasurer is ordered to hand over the money to “ William 
Gibb, ane supplicant for charity.” 

Several petitions for charity are remitted for consideration. 


5th DECEMBER. Admission of Patrick Scott, from the office of the late Robert 
Innes. 

Admission of Alexander Innes, from the office of Mr. Robert Innes, his brother. 
On the margin this note occurs: “ This commission not being taken out, nor the dues 
paid therfore, the said Alexander Innes is declared by ane act dated 2d September 
1700, to be no more writer to the signet, nor to have any privilege that way, untill 
he take out his commission and pay the dues.” 


6th DECEMBER. Admission of Andrew Sutherland, from the office of the late 
Robert Watson. 


llth DECEMBER. Admission of George Suity, from the office of John Cuningham. 


18th DECEMBER. Before Alexander Ogilvie of Forglen, keeper, and the com- 
missioners, a commission by John, Lord Carmichael, conjunct secretary of state for 
Scotland, is produced, in favour of Robert Kennedy of Auchtefardell, appointing him 
to the office of keeper of the signet, now vacant. The commission is dated at 
London, 24th November 1699. 


29th DECEMBER. Admission of Archibald Houstoun, from the office of Robert 
Carstairs. 


1700. 


Ist JANUARY. Alexander Ogilvie of Forglen, and Robert Kennedy of Auchte- 
fardell, keepers, etc. 

The committee on petitions for charity to meet in the afternoon. 

The treasurer is ordered to “cause put stanchers, glass, and tirlies in the window 
of the outer house, as also to cause oyle the wainscott and wash the rooff of their 
own room, and to buy four fashionable candlesticks for their own use, and snuffers 
and snuff dishes conforme.” 

22 
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The treasurer is to pay half a crown for book lately bought for the writers’ 
depositions. 

On petition, forty pounds Scots are modified to Kathrin Forrester, and twenty 
pounds to Janet Osburn. 


2d January. The committee on petitions report as follows, as to the sums to 
be granted :— 


To Elizabeth Nicolson, . £4 Scots. 
», Margaret and Elizabeth Douglas bi hetwittt t them, F 
» Robert Blair, 5 dollars. 


Grizell Ker to instruct her bill, 
To Mary Grieve, relict of Mr. James Stewart, minister, 1 
» Margaret Lindsay, 
» Marion Home, 


Bethia Hamilton to ani iriict her bill. 


4 ” 
40 shillings, 





To Widow M‘Tldounie, 1 dollar. 
» Elizabeth M‘Ala, Le 
„ Janet Ewing, P a 
„ Rebecca Douglas, 40 shillings. 
» sarah Courtney, . 40, 
» Margaret Watson, 3 : F d ‘ 1 dollar. 
» Agnes Riddell, . P ; ; ; ‘ ; Dy ng 
„ Robert Anderson, A a : ; ; ; 2m E, 
» Elizabeth Waugh, : : : ae e 
Rebecca Turner, the £4 formerly ordered. 
J: anet Nisbet to instruct; Margaret Murray to 
instruct ; Jean More, relict of Aikenhead, 
to instruct. 
To Thomas Robertson, a blind man, . 2 dollars. 


17th JANUARY. Report on charities approved and payment ordered. 

Complaint by the fiscals against Patrick Home, W.S., is not sustained because 
in general terms. 

John Chiesly being cited, and not compearing, his letters are stopped. 


31st JANUARY. It is appointed that all letters passing the signet be duly 
“waxed and ringed,” and inquiry is to be made for “a person who will furnish 
good and sufficient wax.” 

William Jenkieson, writer in the horning chamber, “who has discovered the 
forgeing of the signet,” is to receive two dollars. 

“There being ane horning raised by Mr. William Stirling, wryter to the signet, 
at the instance of George Gordon, sometime in Lochishmuir, against George Mitchell, 
merchaut in Newburgh, for payment of the sume of seventy-one pound principall, 
twenty pound of expenses and annualrents contained in ane bond, dated the 8th of 
June 1698, and registrat in the books of council and session upon the 18th of July 
1699, which horneing appears to be forged as to the signet upon the third day of 
August last, whereas, by ocular inspection, it evidently appears that the said letters 
are not signet by Walter Taylor, then signeter of letters his hand, nor is there any 
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record made therof in the signet book: and Mr. William Stirlin and John Graham, 
the wryter of the letters, and William Robertson, his servants, being examined, 
they declaired that John Graham was imployed by John Cruickshank, a servant in 
the said Mr. William Stirling, his chamber, to wryte the said letters, and that John 
Graham procured his master’s subscription to them, and keeped them till Cruickshanks 
should pay the dues of subscryving; but he haveing brought him a tocken from 
Mr. William Stirlin, which the said Mr. Stirlin declares was a false tocken, Cruck- 
shanks gott up the letters from John Graham unsignet; and by papers produced 
wryten by Cruckshank, it appears that the false mark of the signet of the letters 
resembles much the said Cruckshanks his hand wryte: Lykeas, the said Mr. William 
Stirling and his said two servants declair that since the discovery of this forgery 
the said Cruckshanks has absconded, and has not been seen about the chamber. 
The commissioners recomend to the keepers to acquaint the president of the session 
and his majesty’s advocat with this affair, that they may give necessar orders ther- 
anent.” 


14th FEBRUARY. John Cheisly having been called, and the complaint against 
him read and considered, with the depositions of witnesses, and answers thereto by 
the said John, and also having considered his behaviour before them, the keepers 
and commissioners still appoint his letters to be stopped ; and the keeper is desired 
to wait upon the Viscount of Seafield, secretary, with the complaint, etc., and to 
represent that they consider he ought to be deprived. 


4th Marcu. The complaint against George Dallas for unwarrantable letters 
having been considered, the letters are found to be warrantable. 

Margaret Hamilton, daughter of the late Mr. Robert Hamilton, W.S., is granted 
a pension of £48 yearly. 

On petition from Isobell Garvin, the treasurer is appointed to pay her salary 
quarterly, and to pay her 20 merks at present. 

Janet Learmont, relict of George Sibbald, W.S., is allowed £30 on account of 
arrears of salary. 

Janet Blair, daughter of Gawin Blair, W.S., to receive her salary quarterly. 

Petitions for charity remitted to the committee, to which two members are added. 


25th Marcu. The keepers and commissioners having met “ at the earnest desire 
of John Cheisly to reconsider his affair, he compeared and declaired he was not ready 
to give in his representation.” The case is continued. 

“ Mrs, Straton’s bill to be considered by the committy, and to take tryall of her 
condition if she has any means of subsistance otherwayes.” 


Ist APRIL. John Cheisly’s case continued. 


3d APRIL. Having considered the petition given in by John Cheisly, “they, 
befor answer, recomend to John M‘Farlane, Robert Craufurd, and Hugh Cuningham, 
to inquire anent the said John Cheisley’s takeing away the key of Sir James 
Dalrymple’s chamber, at the tyme of the late fire in the Parliament Closs, and of his 
exacting money before he would give it back; as alsoe to inquire anent the vitiating 
the deliverance of a bill of suspension at the bill chamber, and for presenting 
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ane bond of cautionrie subserivit by ane person then in Caledonia, both which are 
allegeat against him; and to make report against their nixt meeting.” 


28th May. The keepers and commissioners having considered a petition given 
in by John Cheisly, W.S., “they take off the suspension against him and repone 
him to the exercise of his imployment,” “ reserving the consideration of all bygone 
complaints with their conveniency.” , A 


A 


28th JUNE. Admission of William Alves, from the office of William Russell. 


8th JuLy. Having heard an act aneut supply and pensions to their poor read 
in their presence, the keepers and commissioners remit to John Lutefute, John 
Cuningham, Duncan Ronald, Mr. James Anderson, Mr. William Cheisly, Mr. John 
Guthrie, and Daniel Simpson, to consider their former acts in relation to this matter, 
and to report on first Monday of August. 


15th Juy. Isobell Garvin receives 20 merks of her pension in advance. 
Mr. John Nisbet and John Ochterlony to be cited to answer to a complaint. 
Admission of Sir Alexander Hamilton of Haggs as writer to the signet. 


22d JULY. John Ochterlony suspended. 

Mr. John Nisbet, compearing, acknowledged that he was clerk to an incorporation 
before he was admitted writer to the signet, and for some time thereafter, but being 
now willing to enact himself not to officiate in that way to any incorporation, he is 
reponed. 


25th JULY. At a general meeting, a committee of nine is appointed to meet 
with the magistrates of Edinburgh, “ and see that none of the members of the society 
be wronged in laying on of the stent for the king’s cess.” 


5th Avcust. Having considered a petition for the episcopal clergy, the keepers 
and commissioners “appoynt a voluntar contribution through the whole wryters to 
the signet of such gratuity as they shall think fitt.” 

Consideration of report anent the poor is continued. 


16th Aucust. Admission of Robert Erskine, from the office of Robert Watson. 





19th Avcust. Admission of Charles Bell, lawful son of umquhile 
W.S., from the office of the late William Dykes. 


Bell, 


2d SEPTEMBER. Alexander Innes, formerly admitted, is declared to be no writer 
to the signet until he shall take out his commissions and pay the dues. 

Order is given for payment of tradesmen’s accounts for work done at the signet 
office. 

Elizabeth Williamson, daughter of Thomas Williamson, W.S., is allowed £20. 

The treasurer is ordered to pay to Louisa Borthwick, spouse of Andrew Aitcheson, 
“what she wants of her former precept of sixty pounds Scots, not exceeding twenty- 
four pounds Scots.” 
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A “voluntar ” contribution is appointed to be made “throw the whole wryters,” 
for Thomas M‘Dougall, writer. 


18th OCTOBER. Accounts of tradesmen for putting up “stenchers” in the 
windows of the “wryters’ court,” etc., reported on, and payment ordered. 


21st OCTOBER. The committee on the poor to consider the “draught of the act 
anent the poor of the calling, and the reports of the former committee thereanent,” 
also to consider the payments, and lists of pensions, and to report in November. 


lith NOVEMBER. Committee on poor continued. 

On consideration of petition from George Manson, barber in Edinburgh, nephew 
to the deceased Sarah and Jean Manson, daughters of the late Andrew Manson, W.S., 
the sum of £60 is modified to the petitioner in satisfaction of the bygone pensions 
due to the said Sarah and Jean at the time of their death; and of the sum of four 
dollars formerly modified for defraying “the funerall” of the said Sarah Manson. 

On petition from John Williamson, son of the late Thomas Williamson, W.S., 
three of the members are appointed to take “tryall of his circumstances and good 
behaviour,” and to report. 


2d DECEMBER. Committee on poor continued. 
The keepers and commissioners modify to Janet Nisbet and Margaret Rollo, two 
dollars each, and one dollar to Thomas Robertson. 


30th DECEMBER. A general meeting appointed for the following Thursday. 


1701. 


2d January. ‘The keepers and commissioners and whole body of the wryters 
to the signet having considered that the advocats haveing deleeted that clause of 
their act offered to the parliament relateing to the agents, they recommend to Mr. 
William Thomson, John Cuningham, Hugh Cuningham, Mr. James Anderson, 
Charles Menzies, Archibald Houstoun, Sir Alexander Hamiltoun, and Mr. Alexander 
Dunbar, to return thanks to the faculty of advocates for soe doing, as also to observe 
the motions of the agents for getting their act passed, and to negotiate that affair in 
order to the opposition therof.” 


10th January. “The keeper Robert Kennedy, commissioners, and whole body 
of the wryters to the signet, haveing considered the draught of ane act to be offered 
to the parliament by the agents, for erecting them in a society and members of 
the college of justice, they all unanimously resolve to oppose the passing of the said 
act; and for that effect appoynt the committee above named to consult lawiers 
and to draw reasons to be offered to the parliament against the passing of the said 
act, and add to the said committee John M‘Farlane, Mr. William Stirling, Colin 
Campbell, Ronald Campbell, Commissar Alves, or any other the committee shall 
call to their assistance in manadgeing the said affair; and they all unanimously 
agree that each of them will contribute ten shillings sterling towards the defraying 
the charges thereof, and appoynt the same to be payed to Mr. James Anderson, 
appoynted collector thereof, at his chamber within twentie-four hours.” 


362 THE SOCIETY OF WRITERS TO THE SIGNET [1701 


21st JANUARY. “The keepers, commissioners, and haill body of the wryters 
have unanimously agreed that the lords of session shall be addressed for their assist- 
ance in imposing [sic, } opposing] the passing of the act offered by the agents to 
the parliament, and appoynt the wryters afternamed, viz., commissar Elphingstoun, 
Hugh Cuningham, John Cuningham, John M‘Farlane, Mr. James Anderson, 
Mr. William Thomson, Alexander Glasse, and with them any other of the bretherin 
that pleases, to meet to-morrow morning at nine o'clock, and such other tymes ther- 
after as they amongst themselves shall appoynt, until they have fully spock with 
all the lords and informed them of the matter; andthe said committie is to give 
ane account of their diligence at the nixt meeting.” 


29th January. Admission of Robert Wallace of Holmstoun, from the office of 
Robert Crawfurd. 


3d FEBRUARY. Admission of John Lumsdean, from the office of Mr. William 
Thompson. 


12th FEBRUARY. Admission of Patrick Anthone, from the office of the late 
James Carnegy. $ 


14th Marcu. The treasurer is authorised to pay £100 to John Cuningham of 
Ballendaloch, one of their number, for defraying the funeral charges of Isobell 
Grahame, relict of Mr. James Cuningham, W.S. 

The commissioners to meet on Monday next for election of a clerk to the calling. 


17th Marcu. A committee of seven appointed “to consider their records how 
far the keepers and commissioners or whole body of the wryters have been in use of 
choiseing their clark,” and in the meantime Walter Taylor and John Stewart, under 
keepers of the signet, are named as clerks, 

Elizabeth Foothie, relict of John Elliot, W.S., is allowed a pension of 100 merks 
yearly for life. 

The treasurer is authorised to pay £24 Scots to John Wallace, apothecary in 
Edinburgh, on account of John Williamson, son of the late Thomas Williamson, 
W.S., “for buyeing a suite of cloaths for the said John Williamson.” 

The treasurer to pay to Robert Cuninghame, under clerk of the session, £5 
Scots, as the writers’ proportion for the ravell of the stair to the writters’ court,” 
paid out by him. 


21st APRIL. On petition of Robert Watson, writer in Edinburgh, the treasurer 
is authorised to pay £40 Scots, in full of all bygone pensions and expenses of the 
funerall of Isobell Garvine, relict of William Chambers, W.S. 

The treasurer is ordered to pay “to Margarett Burrell (who dresses their rooms) 
the whole bygons of her pension.” 


6th June, Mr. Arthur Forbes, writer to the signet, having produced a warrant 
from the lords secretaries, appointing him one of the commissioners, is received, and 
the warrant entered on the minutes. 
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16th June. Eight of the commissioners are appointed “to wait upon and treat 
with the stent masters of Edinburgh anent the cases of cess to be granted to the 
members of the colledge of justice.” 

On report from the committee “anent the poor pensioners, reducing their 
pensions,” John Eliot’s relict is appointed “to succeed to the relict of Mr, James 
Cuninghame’s pension,” only to the extent of 100 merks; Isobell Straiton is allowed 
£40 ; the keepers of the parliament house to have five dollars yearly as before, and 
Robert Monro, officer, £50 Scots; and the woman that dresses the rooms five rex 
dollars. 

Lists of apprentices and servants to be given in to the under keepers of the 
signet this week. 


14th Jury. William Patton is reponed. 
Admission of William Edmonstoun, from the office of Charles Row. 


21st JULY. “A petition for the apprentices and servants to the wreitters and 
other wreittars in Edinburgh, craveing ane recommendation to the lords of session, 
read, and being putt to the vote recommend or not, and (passed) in the affirmative.” 


17th NovEMBER. Report of the committee on the poor lists read and approved. 

On petition for John Gourlay, writer, he is allowed 100 merks on his wife’s 
receipt. 

Committee appointed to consider the proposals given in by the dean of faculty 
and ‘advocates anent regulating the abuses committed by the deacons of 
and others in Edinburgh. 

Admission of John Stewart, from the office of Daniel Simpson. 


24th NOVEMBER. A meeting of the whole body of writers appointed for 
to-morrow. 


25th NOVEMBER. A committee of thirteen appointed “to bring in a draught of 
ane address to his majesty against the next meeting.” 
Admission of Robert Campbell, from the office of John Cuningham. 


28th NOVEMBER. The draught of address to the king approved. 


lst DECEMBER. “In presence of the keepers and commissioners and whole 
body of the wreitters to the signet, the address to his majesty upon the present 
junctier wes again read, and signed by the keepers, commissioners, and wholl body 
of the wreitters present,” and thereafter the keepers were recommended to transmit 
the same to the lords secretaries of state for presentation to the king. 

Fourteen members absent from the meeting are fined £3 Scots each. 

“Mr. James Anderson represented that Hugh Cuningham hade propauled to 
privie counsellors and others what past in the committee anent the prepareing of 
the address, with censure and reflection; and the said Hugh Cuninghame haveing 
owned the same in face of the generall meetting, declaired he wes ready to answer 
when any complaint was given against him.” 
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18th DECEMBER. Admission of Mr. James Ure, from the office of John 
Cuningham. i 


1702. 


2d Marcu. Lilias Borthwick, relict of Andrew Aitchison, W.S., is allowed 
200 merks. 

A payment by the treasurer of £4 sterling for the funeral charges of James 
Learmount, pensioner, is approved. 

A list of “ deficients” in reference to the payment of 10s. sterling for opposing 
the agents’ act in the last session of parliament, is given up, and their letters are to 
be stopped until they pay. 


5th Marcu. The keepers of the laigh parliament house to be paid their usual 
salary. 


9th FEBRUARY. Admission of Mr. Henry Scrimzieur, from the office of Mr. 
John Montgomery. 


13th FEBRUARY. Admission of Alexander Cuninghame. 


17th JUNE. Appointment of William Douglas of Dornock to be keeper of the 
signet. 


13th JUNE. Admission of Mr. George Adie, from the office of Mr. Thomas 
Pringle. 


20th JULY. Commission in favour of Sir James Elphinston, John M‘Farlan, 
Mr. William Thomson, John Strachan, Mr. John Montgomery, Thomas Pringle, 
Heugh Cuningham, John Lutfutt, John Cuningham, Robert Carstairs, Charles Row, 
James Baird, Alexander Glass, Mr. William Dallas, William Alves, Colin Campbell, 
Mr, Arthur Forbes, Patrick Home, Ronald Campbell, Robert Wallace, writers to 
the signet, and keepers of the same, as commissioners “for the good of the calling.” 

A list of prentices appointed to be given in, and their duty of 10 merks to be 
paid. 


80th JULY. Committee appointed to audit the accounts. 
Admission of George Renton, from the office of the deceased Mr. Alexander 
Home. 


16th NOVEMBER. John Lutefutt, treasurer, appointed to give in his accounts 
for audit, and the fiscal to uplift the prentice dues. 

It is ordained to be recorded in the books that the treasurer has received 300 
merks from John Grant, writer, which was left by Alexander, son of John 
Alexander, W.S.; the money is to be added to the stock, and the treasurer is “to 
cause make a broad for affixing the said Alexander’s name and soume thereon 
in guild letters.” 

Admission of Andrew Marjoribanks, from the office of James Hay of Carribber. 
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10th DECEMBER. Admission of Patrick Murray, from the office of the late 
-William Forrester. 


1703. 


23d JANUARY. Committee for auditing the accounts to meet on Monday next 
at six o’clock p.m. 


25th JANUARY. Sederunt, John Cuninghame, Patrick Home, John Lutefutt, 
Thomas Pringle, Mr. David Ramsay, Mr. William Thomson, John Strachan, Robert 
Wallace, being the committee on accounts, with the late and present treasurers, Mr. 
William Thomson preses. 


1™° The committee approve of the report given in by Thomas Pringle, of his 
treasurership, and grant discharge. 


2% Having considered Mr. David Ramsay’s accounts, the committee find it 
vouched except “the article of £348, 6s. 8d. Scots given up by him as ane article of 
his discharge due by John M‘Farlane, by an accepted bill drawn by Mr. Pringle the 
former treasurer upon him, and payable to Mr. Ramsay. The committee are of 
opinion that the same cannot now be received, because the precept is dated in 
November 1699, and accepted payable on sight, and the bill not being negotiat, 
Master David Ramsay should compt for and pay the same, with annualrent since it 
fell due, reserving him actione against Mr. John M‘Farlane.” 


«3t The committee lykewayes finds that Master David Ramsay has given up 
my Lord Lindors’ bond and diligence to Master Lutefutt without any order; and 
that Master Lutefutt hath given up the principall soume and annualrents since the 
13th day of October 1699, and therefor it is the committie’s oppinion that Master 
Ramsay either compt for the same, or procure Mr. Lutefutt’s bond, with a sufficient 
cautioner for principall and annualrents in one principal! soume bearing annualrent 
from Candlesmes 1703.” 


“4to They also find the bonds and dilligence due by Livingstoune, wherein 
Burnbank is cautioner, are given up by Master Ramsay upon Burnbank’s receipt, 
and that therfor ther should be a new security granted beth for principall and 
annualrents, to be accumulat, bearing annualrent from Candlesmes 1703, or other- 
wayes to reproduce the papers betuixt and the said terme.” 


“5% As to the article of his discharge of Mr. David Lyon’s bond for 100 merks, 
payable Candlesmes 1699, upon which noe dilligence is done, the committee remits 
the same to the commissioners.” 


“Gto They find lykewayes that Master Lutefutt does not compt for tho rent of 
the house since Whitsunday 1700; and both the secretaries that were in office at 
that tyme being now removed, the committy remits to the commissioners to determine 
how farr Master Lutefutt should be lyable.” 


«ymo The committie having also considered the state of the affairs of the calling, 
both as to the stock and pensiones, and other extraneous charity, they find that 
the stock is diminished, and the rolls of charitie augmented, and therefor are of 

3A 
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oppinion that all bygone pensiones and charities not already payed should be re- 
scinded, and a new list er roll of the poor made, and to commence from Martymas 
last, and to be paid quarterly, the first quarter within a month after Candlesmes 
next in respect ther is noe ready money now in the treasurer’s hands.” 


“8° There being a balance of the wryters’ admissione money in John Stewart's 
hands, and pairtly in the hands of the wryters lately admitted, and 300 merks lately 
payed in to Mr. Lutefutt by John Grant, for Master Alexander’s legacie left to the 
calling, that therfor, for augmenting the stock, these soumes be made up in a princi- 
pall soume, and lent out upon securitie for the use of the calling.” 


“9° That for the better inbringing and paying the admissione money, either of 
such wryters already admitted and not payed, er of the intrants, that ther be ane 
act made stopeing the letters of such as are deficient, till payment be made, and 
recommending to the keepers and their deputes that they give not out any com- 
missiones of the intrant wryters in tyme comeing till they produce a receipt under 
the treasurer's hand, bearing that admissione money to be payed.” 


«10° In respect the stock is small, and the poor of the calling numerous, that 
therfor ther be ane act made dischargeing the intrant wryters of any expences of 
drinking or otherwayes at the examinatione and admissione; and that in place of 
the hundred and sixty-six pounds threttein shillings and four pennies now payable 
by them for the poor, and the house, that the same be augmented, and be two 
hundred pounds Scots in all tyme comeing; and that the samen shall within three 
months after the theasurer’s receiving therof be lent out upon annualrent, and con- 
verted to a principall soume, till the stock once come to such a soume as the commis- 
sioners shall think fitt.” 


“11™° That for the better augmenting and preserving the stock, ther be ane act 
made, that it shall not be in the power of any theasurer to break the principall soume 
already due, nor to apply any of the said admissione money in tyme comeing other- 
wayes but upon annualrent, as said is; and that nothing shall be uplifted nor applyed 
for paying pensiones or charities except the annualrents of the said principall soumes, 
and the annualrents of the admissione money, with the ten merks payable by 
the prentices, and the house rent yearly, after deduceing the publick burdens and 
reparations.” 


“12° It is the opinion ef the committy that the most part of the debitors 
bound in their bonds being dead, that therfor the samen be all renewed with sufficient 
securities.” 


“13! The committy are of opinion that those who have not payed their 
admissione money should grant bond for the same, bearing annualrent from the first 


terme after their admissione, etherwayes pay in their money at Candlesmes nixt 
1703.” 


“14% It is also the opinion of the commity that the treasurer hereafter shall 
enly continue for two years in office, and that he clear his accompts yearly.” 


29th January. The committee's report, as above, being received, the keeper 
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and commissioners approve the discharge to Thomas Pringle; approve the second 
article, with this alteration, cither to pay or procure Mr. M‘Farlane’s bond, bearing 
annualrent since the money fell due payable at Whitsunday next; as to the third 
article, John Lutefutt is found liable, and is ordained to grant bond for the amount 
with interest from Candlemass next, with an assignation to the Viscount of Dupplin’s 
debt for further security ; the fourth article is approved; as to the fifth article, it is 
remitted to the treasurer for the time to call for it; as to the sixth article, it is re- 
mitted to the next treasurer to call for the money; the seventh article is approved ; 
they refuse to sustain the eighth article; the ninth article is approved; the tenth is 
referred to next meeting, and the other articles are approved. 
(On the margin occurs the note, “ Patrik Home named thesaurer.”) 


5th Marcu. John M‘Farlane is to be discharged upon payment of the balance 
due by him. 

Andrew Aitchieson’s relict is to receive 200 merks, “formerly allowed her for 
burying of her husband.” 

The committee on the poor is continued. 

John Lutefut’s servant is allowed to keep the ten merks payable by him to the 
poor, “for wryteing his master’s accompts.” 

William Menzies ordained to make a list of such prentico dues as were paid in 
John Lutefutt’s time, and to give up what he has received to the treasurer. 

Mr. David Ramsay’s letters “to be stopped until he clear his accompts.” 


7th APRIL. Mr. Patrick Home, treasurer, is ordained to pay to Mr. David 
Ramsay £111, as the balance of his accounts, at Whitsunday next, and to grant him 
a discharge. 

“ The whole writers to the signet to be lyable for their apprentices’ and servants’ 
ten merks, commencing from June next,” and the act of 1694 thereanent is renewed. 

John Alexander's pension is augmented to £80 Scots “in respect he is the only 
liveing wryter upon charity.” 


26th JULY. Kenneth M‘Kenzie of Cromerty, produces a commission under the 
hand of George, Viscount of Tarbert, and is received keeper of the signet. 

Thomas Inglis, keeper of the parliament house, successor to James Dalrymple, 
who died in January 1702, is allowed £100 Scots as his salary, from Whitsunday 
1702 to Whitsunday last. 


24th JULY. Admission of Mr. Alexander Farquharson, from the office of 
Alexander Alison. 


22d NOVEMBER. Sir Alexander Hamilton and Robert Campbell are added to 
the number of commissioners. 

John Alexander is allowed 100 merks besides his ordinary pension. 

William Menzies, “clerk to the ten merks,” is appointed to account for his 
intromissions, and to put the acts for gathering in the dues to execution. 

Robert Campbell appointed fiscal for the year. 

Diligence is ordered against John Lutefutt for his bond. 

“ Ordaines tuo dollars to be paid to Mr. William Gib, out of the secret fund to 
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be discovered by Ballindalloch, and other tuo dollars to be given to Elizabeth Wauch, 
relict of William Cuninghame, writer.” 


24th NOVEMBER. John Lutefutt craves delay, and is allowed till Candlemas 
next. ` 


6th DECEMBER. John Cheisley, to be cited on complaint of malversation given 
in against him by John Johnstoun, one of the keepers of the parliament house. 


13th DECEMBER. The treasurer having reported the amount of what was 
collected “of the ten merks” by William Menzies of Raes, formerly collector thereof, 
and that the said William still had in his hands £200, the keepers and commissioners 
ordain the treasurer to allow the said William Menzies to retain £100 of the balance, 
“for his paynes and trouble of collecting.” 

John Chiesley is suspended simpliciter, for charging John Johnstoun upon a 
horning raised and signed by himself. 

Lists of prentices ordained to be given in and their dues to be paid. 


1704. 


6th March. Sederunt, William Douglas of Dornock, keeper, Mr. William 
Thomsone, Arthur Forbes, Peter Home, Robert Wallace, William Alves, John 
Cuninghame, Sir Alexander Hamilton, John M Farlane. 

On petition from the friends of the late Mr. Peter Arbuthnot, one of their 
own number, the keeper and commissioners allow the treasurer to advance £100 
Scots to defray the funeral expenses of the said Mr. Peter. 


8th Marca. Admission of Patrick Comrie, writer in Edinburgh. 
18th Marcu. Admission of William Innes, from the office of Mr. Robert Innes. 
20th Jury. Admission of Patrick M‘Dowall, from the office of Hary Nicoll. 


28th Jury. Mr. John Plenderleith reponed to the office of writer to the signet. 

Order given for payment of repairs upon “the presses in the trance” and “in 
the rooms where the warrands of the signets lye.” 

Intrant writers are ordained to report the treasurer’s receipt for the house dues 
and the poors’ money “before any such writer can have a remitt from the keepers 
for his examination.” 

Lists of prentices again ordered. 

On petition from Mr. Robert Monteith, he is allowed 50 merks. 

On petition from John Cheisley, he is reponed on paying 50 merks to the poor, 
with certification “that if anywayes hereafter he shall malverse he shall be simpliciter 
depryved.” : 

William Paton to be cited on a complaint of subscribing letters under the price 
allowed by the acts. 

John Knox cited for the same fault, and, not compearing, his letters are stopped. 

Andrew Haliburton cited for contravening the acts. 
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21st JULY. Admission of John Ewing, from the office of 
of Enterkin. ; 


Cuninghame 


15th SEPTEMBER. Admission of Thomas Boyes, from the office of Mr. David 
Balcanquall. 

At a general meeting anent the valuation of the writers in the cess books, a 
committee of four is appointed to meet with the stent masters to regulate the 
valuation. i 

The treasurer appointed to write to “my lord secretary” for an order upon his 
lordship’s doers “for what money he is to order for the calling.” 

“They also appoynt the theasurer to putt up a broad with the names of all the 
writers that did contribute to the buying of the house, and what soumes were 
advanced by each of them for that end, and that their name and soumes be written 
in gold letters. 

Thomas Boyes is allowed to give his bond for the dues of the house and poor. 

“ Alexander M'Leod, under keeper of the signet, haveing also gott a commissione 
from the lord secretary to be a writer to the signet, wes also admitted, and he is 
discharged to wryte or subseryve any bill or letters or others that pass the signet 
whyle he continue under keeper.” 

The relict of George Renton, W.S., is allowed £100 Scots, “for charity.” 





SEPTEMBER. Sederunt, The Earl of Cromerty, secretary of state, Sir 
Kenneth M‘Kenzie, keeper, Ronald Campbell, ete. 

“The lord secretary told he wes glade to have ane opportunity of meiting with 
the writers in this place, and desyred to know wherin he could be assisting for the 
good of the calling in the statione he wes in. To which the commissioners present 
returned his lordship thanks in the name of the calling.” 

The treasurer having represented that the laird of Houstoun was offered by 
John Lutefutt as security of the money owing by him to the society, is ordered to 
lend the money to the laird of Houstoun on his own bond, and “some other respon- 
sall person in Edinburgh.” 


15th SEPTEMBER. Admission of Alexander M‘Leod, writer in Edinburgh. 


20th OCTOBER. Admission of Charles Chalmers, from the office of Mr. William 
Thomson. 


23d OCTOBER. Admission of John Rose, from the office of Mr. William Thomson. 


28th NOVEMBER. Sederunt, John Lutfutt, chosen president, John Cuninghame, 
Mr. John Montgomrie, Alexander Glass, Mr. Arthur Forbes, Mr. William Thomsone, 
Ronald Campbell, John M‘Farlane, Patrick Home, William Alves, James Baird, Mr. 
William Dallas. 

Sir William Kerr of Greenhead received as keeper of the signet, on commission 
from the Earl of Roxburgh, coujunct secretary of state for Scotland. 

Sir Alexander Ogilvie of Forglen received as keeper of the signet, on commission 
from James, Earl of Seafield, conjunct secretary of state for Scotland. 

Complaint against Alexander Farquharson remitted to a committee. 
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1705. 


29th JANUARY. Admission of John Stewart, from the office of Mr. William 
Dallas. 


22d Fepruary, A petition from John Cheisley for the discharge of his fine of 
50 merks granted. > 

A petition of the ministers of the episcopal persuasion, read and granted. 

Anna Finlayson, relict of William Lithgow, writer, Janet Nisbet, and Janet 
Nicoll are allowed £12 Scots each. 


7th Marcu. Admission of George Wilkie, from the office of Mr. John Wilkie. 

On petition from Mr. Mathew Campbell, brother of the late Margaret Campbell, 
relict of Hugh Archibald, W.S., the sum of £40 Scots is allowed for the funeral 
expenses of the said Mrs. Archibald. 


16th Marcu. Sir Gilbert Elliot of Minto, advocate, received keeper of the 
signet on commission from William, Marquis of Annandale, secretary. 

14th May. Admission of Mr. Robert Hepburn, from the office of John 
M‘Farlane. 


7th June. Admission of Rodger Oswald, from the office of Mr, Thomas Aikman. 


15th JUNE. Approbation of an act to the effect that every intrant writer to 
the signet shall pay 250 merks at his admission, in place of the £3 Scots yearly, 
and the former dues for the “lodging” and for the poor. 

John Dalrymple and James Drummond, under keepers of the signet, are chosen 
conjunct clerks to the society. 


16th June. Mr. George Dalrymple, advocate, admitted keeper of the signet, 
on commission of Hugh, Earl of Loudon, secretary. 


29th JUNE. Sir Walter Pringle, advocate, admitted keeper of the signet, on 
commission from William, Marquis of Annandale. 

“Poor Janet M‘Aulay” is allowed ten merks for her present necessity, “whyle 
they should fall upon some method to provyde further for her.” 


17th Juty. The treasurer, Patrick Home, is allowed to renew the security for 
a debt that was due by “the deceast Saltcoats” and Alexander Aikenhead, W.S., 
to the society; and to take a bond from Mr. John Menzies, advocate, and Mr. 
James Baillie, W.S., therefor. 


10th Avucust. Admission of Robert Fullarton, from the office of Adam 
Fullarton. 

A committee of seven appointed to “waite upon the toun of Edinburgh stent- 
masters to sce justice done to such of the society as are landlords.” 
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On complaint by George Cockburn that the under keepers “keep up his letters 
for ten ‘merks,” a general meeting is appointed for Tuesday next to consider the 
the matter. 

Home, relict of William Moodie, writer, is allowed £30 for her present 





supply. 


21st AUGUST. A general meeting in the laigh parliament house. Absents 
fined half a crown each. 

The act appointing intrants to pay for the use of the poor 100 merks, instead 
of the £3 formerly paid, approven. [On the margin the amount is stated at 250 
merks. 

A L of eight appointed to examine the treasurer’s books. 

It is enacted that “all wryters’ prentices, both menial servants that write letters 
and others, pay ten merks to the poor of the society, and that the under keepers 
stop all letters till the saids ten merks be payed,” 

Remitted to the aforesaid committee “to speak with the clerk of the bills, that 
abuses be not further committed in keeping up bills.” 


4th OCTOBER. Mr. James Erskine, advocate, is received keeper of the signet, 
on commission from John, Earl of Mar, his brother. 


5th OCTOBER. Admission of James Drummond, from the office of Ronald 
Campbell. 


15th OCTOBER. Admission of Mr. John Thomsone, from the office of Robert 
Carstairs, 


12th NOVEMBER. Sir James Elphinstone, John M‘Farlane, Mr. William 
Thomsone, Mr. John Montgomery, Thomas Pringle, John Lutfutt, John Cuning- 
hame, Charles Row, James Baird, Alexander Glass, Mr. William Dallas, William 
Alves, Colin Campbell, Mr. Arthur Forbes, Patrick Home, Ronald Campbell, 
Sir Alexander Hamilton, Robert Campbell, Mr. James Anderson, Hugh Somervell, 
Patrick Scott, John Stewart, Alexander Cuninghame, Mr. William Stirling, and 
Robert. Wallace are appointed commissioners. 
On petition from John Alexander, W.S., he is allowed £20 Scots for present 


supply. 
16th NovemBer. John Knox, W.S., is allowed £29 Scots. 


Tth DECEMBER. The treasurer is allowed to pay £100 Scots to James Low, 
writer, towards defraying the funeral expenses of the deceased John Knox, W.S. 

The officer, Robert Monro, is ordered to cite William Paton and Alexander 
Fyfe, for malversation. 


17th DECEMBER., The aforesaid complaint is continued. 

The report of the committee on the treasurer’s accounts to lie in the clerk’s 
hands until the general meeting “at the Wryters’ Court,” to be called for Monday next. 

Patrick Scott and John Stewart are received as commissioners. * 
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21st DECEMBER. Alexander Fyfe is suspended for three months, for signing 
letters and other signet papers “ under the pryces” contained in the act of 26th 
June 1699. William Paton’s case is continued. 


24th DECEMBER. The treasurer’s accounts are ordered “to ly in the clerk’s 
hands ;” and a committee is appointed “to state” the said accounts, and prepare 
draught of discharge. 

The treasurer is authorised to pay to Gilbert Kirktoun £25, 14s. “for the 
society’s saisine of their house.” 


1706. 


12th January. Admission of William Murray, from the office of Alexander 
Glass. 


21st JANUARY. Alexander Fyfe is reponed. 

The accounts of Patrick Home, treasurer, are sustained, and he is continued in 
the office. 

The treasurer is allowed to pay to his servants £20 Scots “for their wryting his 
accompts and wryting to the poor, and other services in relation to the poor” for 
three years preceding. 

A committee is appointed “to reconsider the present roll of the poor.” 

On petition from John Alexander, W.S., craving “such a present allowance as 
they judged proper for his age and degree,” he is allowed £46, 13s. 4d. yearly as 
his settled pension.” 

The treasurer’s accounts are stated, approved, and registered; the amount of the 
stock, as at Candlemas 1703, being £18,556, 13s. Od. The sum of the discharge 
is £17,940, 1s. 8d. 

The report of the committee of auditors, with the discharge of the treasurer, are 
also recorded. 

“The keeper and commissioners being informed that there are severall of their 
wryts and papers in the hands of James Baird and Mr. David Ramsay, they ordain 
the same to be delivered to their clerk.” 

Candlemas. “The new establishment of pensions” is thus entered :— 


Robert Monro, officer, : j : : F A . £66 13 4 
Keeper of Advocates’ Bar, : : : : , . 100 0 0 
Keeper of Parliament House, . : : í ' ; 14 10 0 
“The woman that cleans the signet,” E : : : 14 10 0 
John Alexander, writer, . ; ; x . 80 0 0 
William Burnet, son of ‘Gavin Burnet, writer, 3 A T 20 0 0 
Marion Muir, daughter of Jobn Muir, writer, . : 48 0 0 
Helen Anderson, relict of Mr. William Gordon, writer, 5 48 0 0 
Janet Barbour, daughter of Peter Barbour, writer, . ; 20 0 0 
Janet Blair, daughter of Gavin Blair, svriter, 4 : : 20 0 0 
Elizabeth Nicoll, daughter of John Nicoll, writer, . é 24 0 O 
Mary Guthry, relict of Mr. William Guthry, writer, . : 30 0 0 
Margaret Hamilton, daughter of Robert Hamilton, writer, . 16 0 0 
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Margaret Chalmers, daughter of William Chalmers, writer, £24 0 0 
Janet Hamilton, relict of Alexander Stevenson, writer, . 60 0 0 
Margaret Peter, daughter of John Peter, writer, : s 24 0 0 
Mary Paterson, daughter of Hugh Paterson, writer, . : 24 0 0 
Margaret Fithie, relict of John Eliot, writer, ; ? 30 0 0 
Anna Chalmers, daughter of William Chalmers, writer, . 24 0 0 
Margaret Nicol, “oye” of the deceased John Nicoll, writer 

to the signet, i : ; r 12 0 0 


The list of pensions is approved. 


12th Fepruary. The keepers and commissioners, “ being informed of a forgery 
of the under keeper of the signet his hand, committed by Ballantyne of Craig- 
muir, younger, and haveing mett to consider of remedieng and preventing that 
practice for the future, have renewed and revived, and hereby renews and revives, 
ane former act,” of date 3lst January 1700, “appoynting a committee to agree with 
a persone to furnish sufficient wax to the wryters to the signet, for waxing the whole 
letters and others that pass that office; and appoynt Mr. James Anderson, Thomas 
Pringle, Alexander Glass, and George Cockburn to be the persones that are to treat 
and agree for the said wax, and that one of the persones attending the signet doe buy 
the wax and retail the same at the signet; and recommend to the keepers of the 
signet to cause make the seal of a deeper impression ; and discharge any letters to 
be signet but what are waxed with the wax bought from the signet; and remit to 
the said committee and others to consider of any other remedie that may be more 
effectuall for preventing forgery of the signet in tyme comeing; and to give their 
thoughts thereof at nixt meeting.” 





18th FEBRUARY. Ata general meeting it is unanimously agreed that, in order 
to prevent counterfeiting of the signet, “a press, lyke to that in the bank for im- 
pressing their notes, be gott and made use of for impressing the signet to letters,” 
etc. The keepers are appointed to acquaint the lords of session of this resolution, 
aud to apply to the lords of privy council and lords of treasury concerning “the said 
press and seal signet fitt for it, and expenses thairfor.” 


4th Marcu. On petition of Janet Nisbet, daughter to Adam Nisbet, W.S., 
and grandchild to Alexander Aikenhead, W.S., she is allowed 10 merks. 

The same amount is granted to Janet Nicoll, daughter of Ninian Nicoll, W.S. 

On petition of Robert Milne, master mason, and Patrick Steel, vintner, mentioning 
that the commissioners, by their act dated 17th January 1698, did allow 10 guineas 
to be payed to them by the treasurer, as a complement for the earnest of the house, 
and the name of the court to be put on the gate in gilt letters, which they had put 
on accordingly, the treasurer is now appointed to pay five guineas to each of them. 

On petition of Elizabeth Wauch, relict of William Cuninghame, writer, who was 
apprentice to James Campbell of Garnock, his uncle, she is allowed 10 merks. 

On petition of Robert Blair, lately writer in Edinburgh, he is allowed £10. 

Janét M‘Alla is allowed 10 merks. 


14th May. “The keeper moved that Mr. John Spotswood, advocate, desyred a 
committee of the wryters might be appoynted to consider and revise a parcell of 
3B 
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styles that he designed to publish, which they judgeing reasonable, therfor the 
keepers and commissioners appoynt Sir James Elphinstoun, William Alves, John 
Lutfutt, John MFarlane, Mr. William Thomsone, Mr. James Anderson, Patrick 
Home, and Hugh Somervell, to be a committee for the end aforesaid,” and to report. 


17th June. On supplication of Thomas Inglis, bar-keeper, the treasurer is 
warranted to pay to him £100 Scots of salary for bygones, and yearly in time 
coming, with declaration “that this shall not be drawn into a precedent” for his 
successors in office. 

Margaret Nicoll, formerly deleted from the pension roll, is restored on a pension 
of £12 Scots yearly. 


17th Jung. On representation of William Paton, W.S., he is allowed 200 merks 
out of the prentice dues, in loan. 


llth Jury, Admission of Ludovick Brodie, formerly apprentice to the deceased 
Mr. John Campbell. 


12th SEPTEMBER. Admission of Mr. James Cheyne, late apprentice to Mr. 
William Thomsone. 


23d DECEMBER. “The keepers and commissioners allow their treasurer to pay 
to Robert Manson twenty pounds Scots to accompt, and in part payment to him for 
his paines in writeing the acts of their meetings, and recording the same in their 
books, and drawing out ane index of all their acts.” 


1707. 


12th FEBRUARY. Having read and considered the petition given in “by the 
indigent episcopall clergie,” the keepers and commissioners ordain Patrick Home, 
their treasurer, to pay to Mr. Arthur Miller and Mr. John Wingate, collectors for the 
said clergy, the sum of £10 sterling “for behoof of the poor of the said clergie, and 
recommend to Mr. William Stirling and John Stewart, to assist the collectors for 
the said: indigent clergie in collecting from the writers to the signet what they 
please voluntarily to give for the use aforesaid, and to report what the totall of the 
collection’ shall amount to.” 

The injunction of 1594, forbidding writers to the signet to write letters or bills 
against the secretary, without first advertising his lordship or his depute, is renewed ; 
and it is further appointed that none of the writers do hereafter write any bills or 
letters against the secretary or keepers, without first acquainting them thereof. 


3d Marcu. Admission of John Hamilton, late apprentice to John Cuninghame. 
19th Marcu. Mr. James Erskine demits the keepership, and Mr. David Erskine, 


advocate, presents his commission to that office, granted by John, Earl of Mar, 
principal secretary of state. 
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28th Marcu. Admission of Mr. Robert Dalrymple, late apprentice to John 
Cuninghame. 


3lst Marcu. Admission of William Dalrymple, writer in Edinburgh, under- 
keeper of the signet, to be a writer thereto. 

The said William Dalrymple is discharged to officiate as writer to the signet 
while he is conjunct under-keeper. 

Admission of Adam Smith, late apprentice to Mr. William Thomsone. 


4th APRIL. Admission of Mr. Harie Maule, late prentice to the deceased Mr. 
Robert Innes ; but being conjunct under-keeper of the signet, he is discharged to 
officiate in the meantime, 

Admission of Mr. Æneas Oliphant, late apprentice to James Menzies. 


9th APRIL. The writers and keepers “having taken under their consideration 
a late act of parliament, devolving the power and jurisdiction formerly belonging to 
the commission of teynds, whereby it is provided that the clerk register and his 
deputes shall have the sole and only power of subscriveing summondses and dili- 
gences in relation to teynds, they are of opinion that the said claus is contrair to 
the priveledges given to the society of writers by former acts of parliament, and 
therefore they ordain their treasurer and John M‘Farlane, John Cuningham and 
Patrick Scott, four of their commissioners, or any other of the society that pleases, 
to wait upon the lord advocat or any other lawyer, one or mae, and take their 
opinion upon the import of the foresaid clause, and what is proper for the society to 
doe in vindication of their right and priveledge,” and to report to a full meeting 
to-morrow. 


10th APRIL. The treasurer reported the opinion of the lord advocate and Sir 
David Cuninghame, in relation to the matter controverted betwixt the society and the 
clerk to the commission of teinds, to the effect that a committee be named to meet 
and commune with Mr. Buchan anent what shall be most proper to be done, betwixt 
and the meeting of session, and to make report to a general meeting upon Monday 
at two o'clock afternoon. Accordingly, the keeper names John M‘Farlane, John 
Cuningham, Patrick Home, Patrick Scott, Charles Bell, Hugh Somervell, Daniel 
Simson, John Lumsdaine, Mr. William Dallas, to be the committee, or any others of 
the society that may please to attend: and in the meantime they stop the signeting 
of the summons till the report be made. 
Complaints being made against William Paton and David Lauder, for transgress- 
ing the act of 1695 anent exacting the full dues for letters, they are to be cited. 


14th APRIL. Ina full meeting the committee appointed at last sederunt report 
that they met and communed with Mr. Buchan, “but could not bring him to any 
setiment further than what is contained in a letter from him directed to the keeper; 
which letter being read, is ordained to be recorded: and since Mr. Buchan was 
pressing to have the summonds subscrived by him signeted and given out” the 
keepers allowed the same, “whereupon the writers protested in behalf of the society 
that the same should be but prejudice of their rights and priviledge inherent in their 
office,” by virtue of act of parliament 1695. 
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13th May. Admission of William Kelso, late apprentice to John Cuningham 
of Enterkine. 


6th JUNE. Admission of John Ferguson, writer in Edinburgh. 


llth JUNE. Ata full meeting of the writers to the signet, Mr. David Erskine, 
keeper, caused the draught of an act of sederunt to be read for altering the styles of 
summonses with regard to the union, upon which a committee of the persons 
following was appointed, viz., Mr. William Thomsone, Mr, John Montgomerie, Hugh 
Somervell, Patrick Home, Charles Bell, John Cuninghame, Mr. William Dallas, and 
John Lumsdaine, or any four of them, to attend the keeper, to meet with the dean 
of faculty and advocates to consider the alteration of the style, and to report. 


12th June. In a full meeting, it is unanimously resolved to join with the 
faculty of advocates in a suspension to be presented against the toun of Edinburgh, 
“because of the illegal stenting of the members of the college of justice, and a 
committee of eight is appointed to that effect. 


19th JUNE. Other three members are added to the aforesaid committee, 


30th Jung. Admission of Robert Alexander, late prentice to Ronald Campbell. 


6th NOVEMBER. On petition of John Alexander, W.S., he is allowed a yearly 
pension of £100 Scots; and also at this time a gratuity of £25. 


17th NOVEMBER. A complaint being given in against John Cheisley for trans- 
gressing the acts, and citation having been duly served, he fails to compear, but 
sends a letter craving delay, which is allowed till Monday next, and in the meantime 
his letters are stopped. 


24th NOVEMBER. John Cheisley compears and answers the complaint, but in 
regard of “the fewness” of the commissioners present, the case is delayed till 
Monday next. 


6th DECEMBER. Admission of William Seton, late apprentice to Mr. Arthur 
Forbes. 


12th DecemBer. Admission of David Hope, late prentice to Thomas Pringle. 


19th DECEMBER. The absent commissioners fined half a crown each, and their 
letters to be stopped until payment. 

Having considered the complaint against John Cheisley, the treasurer and fiscal 
are appointed to review the case, in company with James Baird, and to report on 
Wednesday next. 


24th DECEMBER. “The keepers and commissioners haveing considered the 
lybell against John Cheisley, with his defences and answers made thereto, with the 


1708 | ABSTRACT OF MINUTES 377 


report of the committee appointed for considering the grounds and warrands of the 
former complaints, and the reservations and certifications made the tyme of his 
being last reponed, they find that the lybell ought to be taken jointly as it stands, 
and that the same is relevant to infer the conclusion lybelled, and therefor they 
simpliciter deprive the said John Cheisley from the office of writer to the signet, 
and discharge him from useing and exercising the same in tyme comeing: Sic 
subscribitur, George Dalrymple, D. Erskine.” 

Complaint is given in by the fiscal against William Paton for “signing under 
the dues,” and employing Ludovic Spence to write a horning, “ who is neither his 
nor any other wryter’s servant.” 

William Paton is ordained to be cited for Monday next. 


1708. 


10th JANUARY. Committce, consisting of John Cuningham, William Alves, 
Thomas Pringle, Patrick Home, and Robert Campbell, commissioners, Robert 
Hepburn, Andrew Haliburtoun, Andrew Marjoribanks, James Taylor, and Thomas 
Boyes, “to meet and enquyre into the records of the signet in order to discover 
therefrom how far it is in the power of the commissioners to make acts for regulating 
the society without a generall meeting, to hear and treat upon any reasons shall be 
offered against the terms of the late act for ingathering of the ten merks.” 


Ath FEBRUARY. A representation from Mr. Robert Stewart, minister of the 
gospel, having been read, Mr. James Anderson and Hugh Somervell are appointed 
to visit the “machin therein mentioned, and make report to a general meeting 
appointed on Monday next at ten a clock, and Patrick Home and Alexander Glass 
appointed also to visit the said machin, and any other of the society that pleases.” 
Signed by the keepers. The machine is described on the margin as “a perpetuum 
mobile offered by Mr. R. Stewart.” 


9th FEBRUARY. A collection is agreed to “for manageing of the said project,” 
and a committee of five appointed to gather it. 


10th Marcu. On petition of Edward Wallace, W.S., he is allowed a grant of 
£25 sterling, and a collection is recommended on his behalf. 

On a motion for devising a more effectual method of “inbringing the ten merks,” 
the treasurer and fiscal are appointed to consider the acts and statutes thereanent. 

On petition of Marion and Margaret Pantons, daughters of William Panton, 
W.S., the sum of £20 Scots is allowed to each of them, to be used for their behoof 
by Alexander Farquharson, W.S. 

The sum of ten merks is allowed to Janet Nicol, relict of Robert Nicol, “ their 
late convener.” 


lst JUNE. On the motion of the keeper, “ that in consideration that the signet, 
by reason of the not affixing therof, but only marking of the letters by the under- 
keeper’s hand, had been frequently forged aud counterfeited, and there haveing been 
a proposall and design some tyme since for affixing of the same by a press, and now 
that the signet and other sealls are to be renewed, he thought it a proper occasion 
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for making the former proposall,’—a committee is appointed to consider “ the most 
proper method ” for affixing the signet. 

Commission by John, Earl of Mar, to Mr. David Erskine, advocate, to be keeper 
of the signet, dated 9th May 1708. : 

12th Juty. Mr. David Erskine is received as keeper, and his commission 
ordered to be recorded. 

The committee anent the method of affixing the signet are appointed to give in 
their report in writing to be transmitted to the Earl of Mar, principal keeper. 

The treasurer having complained of the difficulty of bringing in the ten merks, 
a committee is appointed to bring in an act for that effect. 


26th JULY. At a general meeting, an order of the court of exchequer anent the 
revising and passing of signatures was read, and ordered to be recorded. 

The keeper and commissioners, “considering that the presenter of signatures did 
receive signatures given in by agents and others, without a writer to the signet 
marking the same,” they appoint three of their number to speak with the presenter 
for redress of the grievance. 


8th NOVEMBER. Admission of Charles Farquharson, late apprentice to Sir 
James Elphinstone. : 


19th NOVEMBER. Admission of George Duncan, late apprentice to Ronald 
Campbell. 


10th DECEMBER, The keeper and commissioners, having considered the act “ for 
inbringing the ten merks, approve the same, and ordain that it be punctually 
observed.” 

By this act, the former acts on the subject are revived and ratified, so far as not 
modified by the new provisions, which are to the effect that all writers to the signet 
shall, before the 10th of January next, give in a true and exact list, subscribed by 
them, of all their apprentices, under penalty of £40 in case of failure, together with 
the stopping of their letters: that all apprentices who have not booked themselves, 
and paid their ten merks, shall do so before the first day of February next, and 
their master’s letters to be stopped in case of failure: that no writer to the signet 
take any apprentice unless under written indenture, duly recorded within forty 
days after the entry of each apprentice to the writing chamber, or within two 
months after date of the indenture: and that before recording the same, a receipt 
be produced for the ten merks, payable by each apprentice, for their poor: that all 
indentures between writers and their apprentices be written by the clerk to the 
writers for the time, or his servant, the charge for writing and recording being 
half-a-crown, besides the half-dollar formerly in use, to be paid by the apprentices 
to the under-keeper of the signet; and seven shillings to the writers’ officer for 
booking them; that the master exact from the apprentice the aforesaid ten merks 
and other dues at the subscribing of the indenture; and that no intrant writer shall 
be examined, admitted, or received unless he can produce his indenture, duly 
written and recorded, with his master’s discharge thereof. 

On petition of Janet M‘Aulay, grandchild of the deceased Thomas M‘Aulay, 
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writer to the signet, she is allowed 40 merks, payable in monthly instalments of 
ten merks. 

Mr. Matthew M‘Kell, advocate, having presented account of expenses disbursed 
at several joint meetings | of the faculty of advocates and the society of the writers to 
the signet, the treasurer is ordered to pay one-third thereof. 

A letter from the magistrates of Elgin, asking a collection for building wi 
harbour, is appointed to lie on the table to be considered. 

John Cheisley having petitioned to be reponed, and it being moved that no 
writer simpliciter deprived could be reponed, three of their number are appointed to 
search the records of the society for precedents. 

The act anent the ten merks to be printed for use of the members. 


13th DECEMBER. Admission of Walter Riddell, apprentice to Mr. John Wilkie. 


24th DECEMBER. Charles Mastertoun, under keeper of the signet, is admitted 
conjunct clerk to the commissioners. 
Admission of George Faa, late apprentice to Thomas Pringle. 


27th DECEMBER. An additional act for explaining and enlarging the act passed 
on the 10th inst., having been read and considered, is unanimously approved. It 
respects the rule that all indentures be written by the clerks of the society. 


31st DECEMBER. Admission of Mr. Robert Sinclair, late apprentice to John 
M‘Farlane, 


1709. 
FEBRUARY. Admission of Charles Mastertoun, late apprentice to Charles Row. 


3d NOVEMBER. Mr. Charles Cockburn, and Mr. David Erskine, produced a 
commission under the great seal in their favours, conjunctly, to be principal keepers 
of the signet; also a commission by them appointing the commissioners. Both 
documents were read, and ordered to be recorded. The commissioners appointed 
are:—John Strachan, Mr. William Dallas, Patrick Home, Robert Wallace, Alexander 
Glass, Thomas Pringle, Mr. James Baillie, George Turnbull, Thomas Boyes, George 
Cockburn, Mr. Harie Maule. 

Committee appointed to consider the act anent the ten merks, and to bring in 
an overture in regard to it. 


9th NOVEMBER. Commission by Mr. David Erskine, one of the principal 
keepers of the signet, in favour of William Alves, W.S., to be “ keeper under him.” 


12th NOVEMBER. Admission of John Marlane, son of the deceased John 
M‘Farlane, writer to the signet. 


8th DECEMBER. Robert Manson, collector of the ten merks, appointed to settle 
with the treasurer for the amount collected. 
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Mr, David Watson, one of the under-keepers, recommended to “goe through the 
the wryters’ chambers, and take up lists of the apprentices, and to report them to the 
theasaurer tuo tymes every session. 

“In regaird ther is none of the sederunts filled up in the register since the 17th 
of June 1706, it is recommended to the thesaurer, Mr. Robert Campbell, and Mr. 
Thomas Pringle, to see what reason Robert Mansone will give why he hath not 
filled up the sederunts, and to order him to doe it, or noe to doe it as they 
think fitt.” 

On petition of Elizabeth Chaplane, daughter of Alexander Chaplaine, W.S., the 
treasurer is authorised to pay her £80 Scots yearly. 

Margaret and Majory Panton, children of the deceased William Panton, W.S., 
are allowed £60 Scots for their present relief. 

Janet Nicoll, grandchild of John Nicoll, W.S., is allowed £20 Scots. 


20th DECEMBER. Sederunt, William Alves, keeper, Patrick Home, John 
Stewart, George Cockburne, Charles Bell, Mungo Buchanan, Mr. William Dallas, 
Robert Wallace, John Lumsdaine. 

The treasurer represented that Robert Manson’s stated account of the ten merks 
showed a balance of £575, 5s. Scots still due, “which he had uplifted at his own 
hand, by giveing receipts of his own. The keeper and commissioners allow the 
article of the discharge except twenty pounds Scots, which is not to be allowed till 
he fill up the book, which articles of discharge are contained in a stated account 
signed by Robert Mansone on the 17th of December 1709.” 

The treasurer is recommended to meet with the said Robert, and take what 
security he can get for the balance aforesaid. 

The treasurer is allowed to employ whom he thinks fit for collecting the ten 
merks, and “to allow the od merk for their paynes.” 

All money due by the writers for their admission is ordered to be paid before 
Candlemas next. 

The treasurer is authorised to use diligence against Johu Stewart, younger; and 
also to call for the money due by Burnbank and Mr. David Ramsay, against 
Candlemas, 


1710. 


2d JANUARY. Commission to George Fall to be one of the under-keepers, with 
the proviso that he is not to officiate as a writer to the signet, while serving in the 
said office. 

Margaret Russell, daughter of the late William Russell, W.S., is allowed £48 
Scots yearly. 


16th FEBRUARY. Admission of James Gray, lately apprentice to Mr. John 
Montgomerie of Wrae. 


17th JUNE. A committee of four appointed to meet with the stent-masters to 
represent the writers’ interest anent the stent, according to custom. 

Mr, Alexander Alison and Mr. Robert Hepburn are appointed to “collect a 
voluntary charity ” among the writers, for the poor Episcopal clergy. 
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4th DECEMBER. Robert Fullertoun, W.S., having represented to the keeper and 
the society, “his being found lyable in twenty pounds of damages in raising a caption 
on a wrong denunciation,” it was “resolved that the keeper, with Ballindalloch, Mr. 
Glas, Mr. Marjoribanks, Mr. Dalrymple, and Mr. James Baillie, doe wait upon tho 
Lord President of the session, and represent to his lordship the generall concern of 
the wryters to the signet in the said matter, and that Mr. Home, Mr. Alison, Mr. 
Inglis and Mr. Haliburton doe wait on the Lord Minto, ordinary in the cause.” 

‘Mr. Patrick Home, treasurer, represented that his accounts were ready to be 
given in, and desired that a committee be appointed to revise them. 

On petition of Helen Dowie, relict of Walter Stewart, W.S., she is allowed £20 
Scots in the meantime, until her case be further considered. 

Margaret Chalmers, daughter of the late William Chalmers, W.S., is allowed £12 
besides her former pension. 


11th DECEMBER. Sederunt in committee, Mr. James Baillie, Alexander Glas, 
Robert Wallace, Mr. Harie Maule. Mr. Glas chosen preses. 

Robert Wallace is appointed to audit the accounts. 

The committee appoint the keeper of the signet te lay down jafosi them a list 
of the apprentices’ ten merks from March 1706, to be compared with the treasurer’s 
account. 


21st DECEMBER. Sederunt, Charles Bell, etc. a ie = Pringle chosen 
preses. 

Mr. James Baillie, one of the committee for revising the accounts, reports thereon 
that they are sufficiently instructed. The commissioners approve the report, and 
remit to the committee to state the balance. 

Mr. James Baillie is elected treasurer, and is authorised to grant discharge to 
Patrick Home of his office of treasurer. 

The late and present treasurers are recommended “to consider the articles of 
outstanding debts,’ and report as to what should be called in. 

The procurator fiscal and treasurer are recommended “to speak to William Paton, 
writer to the signet, and to report his answer whether he will accept of one hundred 
pounds yearly, which the commissioners propese to give him, upon his obleidging 
himself by a wryte under his hand not to signe letters passing the signet or not.” 


afi Geld: 


10th JANUARY. The treasurer reports that he had granted discharge to Patrick 
Home of his accounts. The commissioners appoint “the haill accounts” to be 
recorded in their books, which is accordingly done. 
The charge amounts to. : j ; £24,009 17 9 
The discharge amounts to ? ‘ i 24,185 13 6 


The keeper and commissioners grant warrant to the treasurer to pay to William 
Paton of Pannells, W.S., the sum of 200 merks yearly, on the conditions stated above. 
Janet Nicoll is to be allowed 20 merks at Candlemas next. 


23d JANUARY. Sederunt, William Alves, keeper, etc. 
30 
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Sir William Calderwood and William Alves produce commission from James, 
Duke of Queensberry, and William, Lord Dartmouth, principal secretaries, nominating 
and appointing them peel keepers of the signet, under Phair: lordships. They 
are sworn accordingly. 

Two commissions are also produced i in favour of the saids lord appointing them 
principal keepers of the signet; the said commissions are ingattled 


2d Fepruary. The treasurer is ordered to.: pay to Margaret Chalmer £12 
besides her pension. pa 
The “new establishment of pensions” is recorded thus :— 


Robert Monro, officer, . : : pAn m ESO TS 


4 
Keeper of advocats’ bar, pN aean O) mo ioo ono 
Keeper of parliament house, . : : : . r 14 10 0 
Woman that cleans the house, ' i , ' ; 14 10 0 
John Alexander, writer, d : ! ’ .° 100 °0 0 
William Burnet, son to Gavin Burnet, : ‘ : j “20 0 0 
Marion Muir, daughter of John Muir, “sa hg e e 48 0 0. 
Elizabeth Nicoll, daughter of John Nicoll, . r : 24 0 0 
Margaret Hamilton, daughter of John Hamilton, . ! 16 0 0 
Margaret Chalmer, daughter of William Chalmer, . : 24 0 0 
Margaret Fithie, relict of John Elliot, . d 5 30 0 0 
Anna Chalmers, daughter to William Chalmers, ' "m 24 0 0 
Margaret Nicoll, daughter of John Nicoll, . o , 12 0 0 
Margaret Russell, daughter of William Russell, : : 48 0 0 
Elizabeth Chaplane, daughter of Alexander Chaplane,- . 80 0 0 
Isabell and Anna Lauder, sro of David Lauder, . 80 0 0 
William Paton, W.S., . a ie 1336 38 
£943 0 0 


The list is approved. 
William Paton declares his submission to the condition of his pension. 


4th APRIL. The sum of £10 sterling is allowed to the episcopal fore 

John Cuninghame, Mr. James Baillie, Patrick Home, Robert Campbell, Mr. 
Robert Hepburn, Ronald Campbell, and Hugh Somervell, are appointed as a com- 
mittee to bring in overtures “ for regulating the societie.” 

On petition of Alexander Fyfe, “one of their societie,” the treasurer is appointed 
to pay him 100 merks. Da: . 


26th JUNE. A general meeting is $ held for consideration of overtures, but the 
attendance not being large enough, another meeting is appointed for next day, of 
which warning is to be given by the ss 


27th JUNE. A committee is reia to consider the acts m: ‘overtures, 
viz. :—Ballindalloch, Mr. James Anderson, Thomas. Pringle, Ronald Campbell, 
Hugh Somervell, George Cockburn, Andrew Haliburton, Robert Comivell and Mr. 
Henry Scrimseour. 4 . 
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25th OCTOBER. Thomas Pringle, preses. 

On the treasurer's report that John Alexander is in a dying condition, he is 
ordered “to. pay ‘him the current quarter's: pension instantly per advance for a 
present supply,” and 100 merks is allowed to be laid out.for his burial expenses. 

On petition of Helen Dowie, relict of Walter Stewart, she is allowed £40 Scots 
in the meantime, 


9d NOVEMBER. Commission is noted to Mr. William Cochran of Kilmaronock, 
and Mr. John Pringle of Haining, to be keepers of the signet.- 

Commissary Alves, Mr. Thomas Pringle, Hugh Somervell, Mr. James Baillie, 
and Patrick Home are ‘appointed to meet and consider what regulations should be 
made for reforming abuses and disorders in the society. 

Admission of George Kennedie, writer in Edinburgh, and present clerk to the 
commissioners, as a writer to the signet. 

Commission by Mr. William Cochran of Kilmaronock, and Mr. John Pringle of 
Haining, principal keepers. of the signet, in favour of George Kennedie, W.S., to be 
qol keeper of the pene under Prs 


6th Novewser. Admission of Alexander Hamilton, ik ne, to Hugh 
Somervell. 


Tth NovemBer. Appointment of Andrew Geddes, substitute keeper of the 
signet, to be clerk to the commissioners. 

A committee of seven appointed to consider the “ acts of regulations” recom- 
mended to the society by the lords of session. 


12th NovEMBER. In a general meeting of the keepers, commissioners, and 
writers, having considered “two overtures for the act of sederunt for the more readie 
administration of justice annent bills of suspension and advoeation, and the act of 
sederunt annent compt and reckonning, which was recommended by the lords of 
session to them, they have accordingly made some observes thereon, which they order 
to be given in to the lords.” 

Two of the members are appointed to assist in collecting a contribution for the 
episcopal clergy. 


16th NOVEMBER. . Admission of John. vi sal of Braidshaw, late apprentice to 
Mr. James Anderson. 


20th DECEMBER. Helen Dowie, relict of Walter Stewart, W.S., is allowed a 
pension of £5 sterling yearly. 

Margaret Chalmers, daughter of the late William Chalmers, W.S., is allowed a 
pension of £48 Scots, in place of what she received before. 

On petition of Janet Nicoll, relict of Robert Nicoll, servant in the signet office, 
sbe is allowed 20s. sterling, but not admitted as a pensioner. 
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1712. 


2lst JANUARY. William Caddell is appointed clerk. to the commissioners 
“conjunct with John Bogle.” 

The treasurer is instructed to call in the ‘money due to the sates, by certain 
parties, t 


24th — Admission of John M‘Gowan, 
3d Marcu. Admission of Alexander Mitchell, late apprentice to Charles Bell. 
llth Marcu. Admission of Alexander Stevenson. 


31st Marcu. ` Admission of John was late apprentice to Mr, James 
Anderson. 


16th Aucust. The treasurer 5 warranted to assign the bond granted by the 
late Mungo Campbell of Burnbank, and Mr. David Ramsay, W.S., to Patrick Home, 
W.S., for £7 37, 16s. 8d. Scots for the use of the poor, of date 13th March 1703, 
upow his receiving payment of the bygone annualrents preceding Lammas last; and 
a new bond by the said Mr. David Ramsay, and James Campbell of Burbank, for 
the said principal sum, with interest from the said term. 


7th NOVEMBER. On petition of William Menzies, W.S.} craving a pension “it 
regard of his great age, and that he is no longer to exerce as writer,” the treasurer 
is ‘anthorised to pay him 200 merks yearly during his lifetime. 

The treasurer is warranted to receive from William Edmondstoné, W.S, the 
sum of 250 merks due by him, and to discharge the annualrents thereof in terms of 
the said William’s offer. 


27th NOVEMBER.: The'treasurer is authorised to pay a sum not exceeding £10 
sterling for the aid of the episcopal clergy ;‘and a further Gioii ia, from all the 
members is recommended. 

On petition of Janet Nicoll, she is allowed £20 Scots of charity ‘in’ respect of 
the specialty of her age.” 

The treasurer is authorised to pay to Mary Miller “one half-year of her mother’s 
pension.” 


11th DECEMBER. ‘Three of the brethren appointed to meet with the lords of 
session and advocates “anent the regulation of abuses committed in the mercats of 
Edinburgh, and other matters wherein the college of justice may be concerned.” 


1713. 


2d FEBRUARY. “ Kilmaronock acquainted the commissioners that he had given 
ane order to Mr. Kennedie, keeper, to cause the under keeper of the signet write at 
full length the date of signeting all the letters passing the signet, and to subscribe 
their name thereto in all tyme comeing till the signet be renewed.” 


1713] i ABSTRACT OF MINUTES 385 


Admission ‘of William Cuninghame, late apprentice to the deceased Hugh 
Cuninghame. 


16th FEBRUARY. On petition of Anna and Isobell Stewart, daughters of the 
late Mr. Walter Stewart, W.S., their mother’s pension of £5 sterling is continued to 
them. 


16th Marcu, The treasurer is authorised to pay to Mr. Charles Bell, writer, 
the sum of 100 merks towards the funeral charges of Anna Chalmers, relict of 
William Chalmers. 


20th JUNE. On petition of Mr. John Cairmount, writer in Edinburgh, he is 
allowed £5. sterling “in respect of his extraordinary circumstances known to severall 
of the commissioners.” 


24th JUNE: ' Admission of John Cuninghame, son and apprentice to John 
Cuninghame of Ballandalloch, W.S. 


29th JUNE. A committee of eight is appointed “to meet with the faculty of 
advocates, and concert with them in relation to the cess roll, and the bill of 
suspension depending thereanent.” l 


13th JULY. Other three members added to the aforesaid committee. 

Four of the members are appointed “to waite upon the magistrates, and to 
represent the abuse of the poor being allowed to beg in the streets, and in the closes, 
notwithstanding of a voluntar contribntion being aggreed to by this societie for 
keeping the streets and houses free of the poor.” 


24th Juny. “The keeper having acquainted the commissioners that the Lord 
Polwarth had given in to him a bill of homing against Mr. John Montgomerie, 
writer to the signet, on his son’s articles of marriage, with objections there against, 
and that the lords had desired that the wryters might meet and give their opinion 
thereannent,” the keeper and commissioners allow Master Thomas Pringle, drawer 
of the bill, to give his answers to the objections betwixt and Tuesday next, and 
appoint a general meeting for that day at five o'clock in the afternoon. 


28th Jury. The general meeting having considered the bill of horning afore- 
said, with the answers thereto, are of opinion “ that the articles of marriage jointly 
taken in their tenor and registration are not a warrand for a horning according to 
their practice.” 


8th SEPTEMBER. A committee appointed to meet with the stent-masters of 
Edinburgh, to the effect contained in the act of sederunt of 23d February 1687. 

Mary Oliphant, daughter of the deceased Laurence Oliphant, W.S., is allowed 
a yearly pension of 100 merks. 
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22d SEPTEMBER. Admission of John Bogle, writer in Edinburgh. 
Admission of William Caddell, writer in Edinburgh. 


23d SEPTEMBER, : Commission to John, Earl of Mar, to be principal keeper of 
the signet, presented by Mr. Harie Maule, and recorded; dated at Windsor; 17th 
September 1713. 
Commission by the Earl of Mar to Mr. Harie Maule to be depute keeper of the 
signet ; dated at Whitehall 18th September 1713. 
Commission by Mr. Harie Maule to David Maule, his brother i to: be his 
substitute in the signet office. s 


16th NOVEMBER. Commission by the Earl of Mar to John Strachan, Mr. James 
Anderson, John Inglis, Thomas Pringle, Patrick Home, Alexander Glas, Patrick 
M‘Dowall, Thomas Boyes, Robert Alexander, Charles Farquharson, Walter Riddell, 
John M‘Farlane, William Alves, and Robert Wallace, to be commissioners : dated 
at Edinburgh, 7th November 1713. 

Commission by Mr. Harie Maule, keeper, to Charles Masterton and David Maule 
to be substitute keepers of the signet. 


23d NOVEMBER. At a general meeting it is resolved to concur with. the 
advocates in a process of declarator, “for further clearing and establishing of the 
privileges of the members of the college of justice,” and a committee is appointed 
for that effect. 


1714. 


22d FEBRUARY. William Burnet, son of Gavin Burnet, and brother of Robert 
Burnet, writer to the signet, is allowed a yearly pension of £40 Scots.: 

Janet Nicoll is allowed £20 Scots in charity. 

Committee appointed to consider the state of the funds, and to revise pike 
treasurer's accounts. : 


8th’ Marcu, , Admission ° ‘of Willian Paterson, late apprentice to John 
Cuninghame. : 


12th Aprit. The report of the committee on the treasurer's accounts appointed 
to be written out in mundo, and to be received on Monday the 19th inst. 


19th Aprit. The report on the treasurer’s accounts is received and approved, 
and the treasnrer, Mr. James Baillie, is allowed £100 Scots for his incident charges, 
for which he had not charged. The balance to credit is stated at £3499, 18s. 10d. 


20th APRIL. Ales oy is chosen treasurer. 
22d May. The on is japlir tae to assign the bond for 1000 merks due 


by Sir William Menzies of Gladstains and his brother, Mr. John Menzies, advocate, 
upon payment thereof. 
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24th June. John Casini of Kileonquhar, offers to borrow 10, 000 merks from 
the society, which is agreed to, on condition of sufficient security. * 


.15th Jury. On yen of -i Ochterlony, W.S., he is allowed £80 Scots for 
his a wie supply. i 


10th AvGvsT. On the quien whether the semen for charters passed under 
the late’queen’s hand, before her death, should be expede in her name or in that, of 
the present king, search is ordered to be made for precedents. 


16th Aucust. A committee appointed to meet with the stent-masters of 
Edinburgh. 4 

18th SEPTEMBER. Admission of Alexander Bannerman, late apprentice to Andrew 
Haliburton. 


28th SEPTEMBER. Admission of- Robert Fullertoun, late apprentice to the 
deceased Adam Fullertoun. 


e 


The Second Volume of the Records, containing the Minutes from 14th October 1714 
to 28th April 1732, is of less historical interest than the earlier volume ; the 
Minutes relating almost exclusively to matters of routine. It is deemed 
sufficient, therefore, to note the following subjects of less formal character 
occurring in the volume. 


1715. 


23d Marcu. The keeper having represented that some “counterfit stampt 
paper” had been discovered, the members are recommended to be careful that no 
paper be used for writs but such as shall be bought at the stamp office. 


9th NOVEMBER. The members of the society are “advertised that they should 
take care what persons they take into their chambers as prentices or servants, and 
that they should entertain none but those who should be well affected to the 
Government, and make no disturbance in the place.” 


1717. 


3d Jung. “The commissioners recommend to the keeper on this occasion of 
the suspected forgary (of the signet) by James Scott, now lying in the prison upon 
an information given in to my Lord Justice Clerk, to write to the Duke of Roxburgh 
desyring his grace may be pleased to apply for having the seall renewed, and a 
stamp with a press for it as was formerly proposed, as the best expedient for pre- 
venting forgerie.” 


388 THE SOCIETY OF WRITERS TO THE SIGNET [1717 


18th June. The reply of his grace is intimated, approving of the proposed 
renewal of the seals and of the signet, and referring to the steps which were being 
taken for that purpose. . 


30th Juty. The keeper informed the commissioners that he had received from 
the Duke of Roxburgh an order to receive from John Ritchie the privy council 
records; and having no convenient place in which to lodge them, desired as a favour 
of the commissioners to be allowed to place them in any room of their house be- 
longing to the writers to the signet, and to keep the key of that room till they 
should be otherwise disposed of. Agreed. 


1718. 
27th Marcu. A contribution agreed upon for behoof of the episcopal clergy. 


1720. 


25th JANUARY. Contribution for the episcopal clergy recommended. 


25th FEBRUARY. It is agreed to insure the society's house against fire. 


17 25 


13th FEBRUARY. Coutribution for the episcopal clergy recommended. 


17 22. 


12th NOVEMBER, At a general meeting it is agreed to buy, for the use of the 
whole society, “all the Scots law books in print, as also the acts of parliament, 
both before and since the Union, and yearly as they shall come out, to lye in the 
signet office in the custody of the nnder keeper, for the use of every member of the 
society.” 


Fa 


1723. 


15th Juty. The treasurer is authorised to pay 40s. sterling for these four 
books, viz., The Accomplished Conveyancer, The Grand Precedent, Cowell's Dictionary, 
and Greenwood on Courts. { 

Contribution for the episcopal clergy authorised. 


1724. 


15th Jung. Contribution for the episcopal clergy recommended. 


1725. 


13th DECEMBER. Similar contribution agreed to. 
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Tre. 


15th Jury. Similar contribution. 
1730. 
13th Marcu. Similar contribution. 


1731. 


16th NOVEMBER. Ata meeting of the keeper and commissioners, the keeper 
represented that he was lately desired by the Duke of Newcastle and the Lord 
Harrington, principal secretaries of state, to send them a particular account of the 
proper business of the clerks or writers to the signet, to which they, thongh patrons 
of the society, were strangers; that he had now prepared a memorial containing a 
historical account of the rise and constitution of the society, and also in regard to 
its grievances in respect of the smallness of the writers’ fees. He thought it was 
reasonable to lay the same before the commissioners for their opinion in a matter of 
such importance to the whole body; and the said memorial having been read and 
considered by the commissioners, they approved thereof, and recommended to the 
keeper to sign and transmit the same to the secretaries of state, and appointed the 
said memorial to be recorded, of which the tenor follows :— 


“ Memoriall concerning the rise and constitution of the Society of 
Writers or Clerks to His Majestie’s Signet in Scotland. 


“ The lord secretary is ane officer in Scotland of a very old standing: He was 
one of the great officers of state, who in the right of their places had seats in Parlia- 
ment. The royall signet was committed to his custody, and he had, as his successors 
in office now have, the nomination of the writers to the signet, who are properly 
clerks in the secretary’s office, to particular purposes afterwards to be mentioned. 

“ Before the union of the crowns these clerks attended the secretary's office, and, 
besides the forming of such private writings and instruments as pass the signet, they 
officiated by turns as clerks to the old court of session and to the privy council, and 
they were intrusted with the care of public dispatches from the office. 

“When King James the 5th instituted the colledge of justice, anno 1537 [sic], the 
writers to the signet are found to be one of the great constituent bodies forming that 
colledge. Their proper business was (as it still is) to frame all summonses and letters 
passing the signet, which are in their nature originall writes, which processes com- 
mence in the court of session, which writs, as well as all the letters or writs necessary 
for enforceing and executing the decrees of the court of session, must be taken out and 
stampt at the signet office ; the bills or petitions (where such are necessary) presented 
to the judges, and praying that process may be issued, must be signed by a writer to 
the signet, who himself prepares the bills ; and all summonses and other letters passing 
the signet must likewise be signed by that writer who frames (or as it is called) 
raises the letters, 

“The fees of the secretaries of state for passing such letters at the signet are 
regulated by Act of Parliament, and according to the number of such letters, or 
rather according to the number of processes brought before the court of session, it 

3D 
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sometymes happens in the secretarie’s office that there are great differences between 
the fees of different months. : 

“ Another branch of the business of writers to the signet is to prepare all 
signatures either under his majestie’s hand or those of the barons of exchequer att 
Edinburgh, who are by special commission impowered to receive resignations in his 
majestio’s name of all lands in Scotland held by the crown, and to grant charters 
either of resignation or confirmation; and in generall, all charters and other grants 
which pass by the signet, chancery, privy seal, or great seal; and by an act of parlia- 
ment, each writer to the signet is answerable for the formality and legality of every 
signature presented by himself. It is true that many warrants pass the privy seal 
and great seal per saltum, and are made out in the secretarie’s office at London, which 
formerly were prepared by the writers to the signet, such as presentations to benefices, 
commissions, and all other instruments that are countersigned by the secretary of 
state. 

“The hody of writers to the signet are the principall and most experienced con- 
veyancers in Scotland. It is they who are chiefly imployed in making out land 
rights and other matters of importance, and from them by their apprentices is mainly 
derived the knowledge of conveyancing. 

“To them only was committed the power of officiating as clerks to all apprisings 
which by the law of Scotland before 1672 might have been carried on at Edinburgh 
upon obtaining a dispensation from the lords of session. But when adjudications of 
lands instead of apprisings were introduced by an act of parliament in that year, 
the adjudications (which are processes before the court of session) were put into the 
hands of the clerks of that court, by which means a considerable branch of the revenue 
of the writers to the signet was cut off. However, they still continue to be clerks to 
services before the macers of the court of session. 

“ For many years after the institution of the colledge of justice, the principall 
clerks of session (who were first three and afterwards six_in number), the clerk to 
the privy council], and the clerk to the high court of justiciary, were all chosen out 
of the body of the writers to the signet, so that they were considered as one of the 
great nurseries for the land, and they are still one of the three great bodies of the 
colledge of justice, out of which only the judges of the court of session can be taken. 
The other two are the faculty of advocates and the principall clerks of session, which 
principal! clerks must bo at this day either advocates or writers to the signet. 

“ As to the number of this society, earlier than the year 1594, it is not known; 
‘but by an act of the society of that date it is limited to twenty-four, exclusive of 
the secretarie’s depute, the clerks of session, privy council, and justiciary ; yet in the 
tyme of the usurpation, anno 1656, they appear to have been thirty-six in number ; 
and since that tyme have encreased immoderately, so that they are at present one 
hundred and ten, to the great loss of the whole body. 

“This society has always been considered in law as a body political and corporall, 
and they have constantly acted as such by enacting by laws for the good government 
of the society, by regulating matters amongst their own members, in relation to their 
imployments, by trying and judgeing of the qualifications of candidates, and by 
punishing delinquents by fyne, suspension, or deprivation according to the offence: 
many instances of all these kynds are to be found in the society’s records.” 


“The society holds a small stock which is employed towards relieving such of the 
members as are in necessity : they annually elect officers and have frequent meetings 
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as their exigencies requyre, in which meetings the lord secretary has often presided, 
and if in his absence any alterations were made in the by-laws, or additions to them, 
the secretary of state ratified such additions or alterations. Their principal officer 
is the deputy keeper, who acts by commission from the secretary of state: till the 
restoration the keeper was always named out of the society, and the same has been 
practised since his late majestie’s accession. Between the said two periods it some- 
tymes happened that the ancient use and custom was disregarded and strangers. 
named. The effect of this was that the exccution of the laws was neglected, and 
many abuses crept in which would not so well be prevented by any man, honsoever 
well meaning, if he had not been bred to the business of a writer to the signet. 

“The keeper's office is to take care that due attendance be given at the signet, 
that the secretarie’s fees be punctually exacted and regularly accounted for, and that 
no instruments shall pass the signet except such as are agreeable to law and 
form. He has the power of calling and adjourning meetings of the society. He 
is a necessary constituent member in such meetings, and presides there ex officio. 
Next, the commissioners of the signet are usually some of the members of the 
greatest figure, to whom by speciall courtesy from the secretary is committed the 
execution of the laws of the society, the punishment of delinquents, the tryall and 
examination of intrants, and some other speciall powers. Their numberis indefinite, 
and their quorum has been sometymes nyne, sometimes seven, and never under fyve. 
Fyve of the commissioners are yearly appointed examinators by the rest. It is their 
business to try the intrants, and they give anc oath of fidelity at the beginning of 
their office. 

“Out of the number of the commissioners likewise, the treasurer is chosen for 
managing the common steck, and fer receiving and distributing collections made for 
the poor members of the society. The office is generally for three years, but he 
accompts yearly to fyve commissioners auditors, the deputy keeper being always 
one. 

“ Another of the commissioners is the procurator-fiscal, elected yearly. His office 
is to inform himself of misdemeanors, to form complaints, and to carry on prosecutions 
before the keeper and commissioners, against such members as are guilty of malver- 
sations in their office or transgress the laws of the society. And the whole pro- 
ceedings on such tryals are regularly ingrost in the books of the society. 

« And because it is not likely that all offences shall come to the knowledge of the 
procurator-fiscall, two visitors are appointed from among the ordinary members, who 
frequently visit the offices of the members to make observations on their conduct, 
and give information to the fiscall of anything that deserves censure. As this office 
is troublesome, they are changed twice a year. 

“Besides all these officers, there is a clerk and a messenger appointed by the 
deputy keeper and commissioners. The first to minut the proceedings of the society, 
to keep their records and give out extracts, and the other to advertise members of 
the tymes of meeting, and to summon delinquents to answer to complaints, either 
given in by the procurator fiscall or by any privat party. 

“The business committed to the writers to the signet being of great importance, 
care has heen taken when the society was under right government that no person 
should be admitted unless he was of good character and education. Anciently no 
man was intitled to a presentation from the secretary unless he had first performed 
a service of seven years to a writer to the signet by indenture, and unless after 
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tryall of his skill and capacity he was recommended by the keeper and commissioners. 
However, contrary practise obtained after the restoration. And tho by the act 
1656 their number was tyed down to thirty-six, yet they were encreased to double 
that number. Many unfitt and unqualified persons were presented and admitted 
upon a slight tryall, Many sufficient members lost their bread, and many irregularities 
crept in amongst them to the great discouragement and reproach of the society, and 
to the great hurt of the nation. 

“ Since his late majestie’s accession, due care has been taken to rectifie abuses by 
a faithfull execution of the laws. Delinquents have been punisht, some by fynes to 
the use of the poor, others by suspension from the exercise of their office for a tyme, 
and great offenders by absolute deprivation. Strict care is likewise taken in the 
examination of intrants. 

“The manner of examination is this: any person who has served ane apprentice- 
ship with a writer to the signet three years, and can show his master’s discharge, 
is by the present laws of the society intitled to apply to the secretary of state for a 
presentation, which is hardly ever refused, because the eandidate’s qualifications, 
both as to character and knowledge, are always referred to the keeper and com- 
missioners. 

“The candidate next, by petition to the deputy keeper and commissioners, prays 
that he may he tryed and admitted, and if his character is unquestionably fair, a 
tyme is immediatly appointed for his examination as to his knowledge in the 
business of a writer to the signet. But if his character is suspicious or objected 
against, that matter is first enquired into. There are instances of candidates being 
rejected purely on account of an ill character. 

“At the examination the fyve commissioners examinators question him upon 
different branches of what he may be supposed to know. The first takes the nature, 
import, and usuall clanses of deeds, securities, and conveyances ; the second examines 
him on the doctrine of signatures, Latin precepts, charters, and grants passing the 
signet, privy seal and great seal; and the third, upon questions concerning services, 
retours, aud Latin precepts under his majestie’s quarter seal; the fourth has for 
his province the nature and form of summons’s of all kynds which pass the signet, 
and are the foundation of processes before the court of session; and tho fifth has 
the various methods of legall execution on bonds, bills, contracts, and decrees of the 
court of session or other courts in Scotland: all which are made effectuall or stopt 
by writs or letters passing the signet. After this is over the deputy keeper or any 
of the commissioners may ask the candidate such proper questions as may have been 
omitted, and they appoint him in their presence to repeat or write the form of any 
instrument or security which they choise to him either in Latin or English, to satisfie 
them that he is master of the nsuall style. Then the candidate withdraws, and he 
is remitted to his studies for insufliciency or found qualified by majority of votes. 
If this last case happens, he forthwith gets his act of admission, takes the oath of 
fidelity, and signs the acts of the society; and this, together with taking the oaths 
to the government in a proper court, intitles him to officiat as a writer to the 
signet. 

° «The society is at present so numerous that half of the members can’t possibly 
live upon their incomes, and some are therefore obliged to fall on other methods to 
assist in maintaining their families, while others leave off the business intirely, and 
take to mean imployments, to the disgrace of the society, and preventing the proper 
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ends of its institution. And there are even some aged and infirm people who by 
these meaus are brought to depend upon the society’s funds for maintenance. Their 
yearly expense of this sort is one hundred and seven pound sterlin, and their stock 
is but twelve hundred and fifty pound sterlin. By which it is evident that in a few 
years their little capital must be exhausted. On the other hand, it is certain that 
less than half the present number of the writers to the signet is more than enough 
to satisfy the demands for the imployment. 

“The society humbly begs leave to represent to their right honourable patrons 
that the fees of their clerks in Scotland are in no wayes proportioned to their labonr, 
nor to the fees of any other office in Scotland. And at the same tyme it will be 
own’d that a moderate augmentation of these fees is in Scotland generally lookt upon 
as ane equitable demand to which every one would chearfully submitt. 

“The first regulation was in anno 1532, when it was enacted, that no clerk to the 
signet should take more for wryting letters of horuing or other letters passing the 
signet than twenty pennies Scots or one pence two thirds sterlin. But by the act 
of parliament 1621, the fees for letters passing the signet are raised to ten pence 
sterlin ; and they were allowed for signatures two shillings six pence sterlin the first 
sheet, and one shilling eight pence for every other, and for advocations, suspensions, 
and summonses, the first sheet one shilling one pence one third, and every other 
sheet ten pence sterlin. 

“In the year 1672 the fees were again augmented by act of parliament :—For 
signatures and precepts fyve shillings sterlin the first sheet and two shillings six 
pence sterlin for every other ; for advocations and suspensions three shillings four 
pence sterlin the first sheet, and two shillings two peuce sterlin for each other sheet, 
and for all other letters passing the signet one shilling six pence sterlin the first 
sheet, and one shilling sterling for each other sheet. 

“Since the year 1672 there has been no augmentation of the writers to the 
signets’ fees, and yet it is certain that if the legislature, being sensible of the differ- 
ence of the value of money between the [years] 1621 and 1672 increased the fees of 
this office in some instances to double, in others to triple what it was before, by 
parity of reason an augmentation would seem still more reasonable now than it 
was then ; living in Scotland, and particularly in Edinburgh, where the writers to 
the signet must have their residence, is as dear again as when the last regulation 
was made. And all other clerks and officers in Scotland are now allowed much 
higher fees than they had before the Union. It is indeed reasonable that a check 
should be put by a new law to such exactions as are exorbitant, but the writers to 
to the signet, who have always conformed themselves to their legall fees, hope at the 
same tyme for such encouragement as will be a reasonable recompense for their 
pains. 

“The regulations of the fees of offices which were made from tyme to tyme by the 
parliament of Scotland generally proceeded upon a certificat of the lords of session's 
opinion. And not to depart from this good custom, the writers to the signet lately 
presented an humble petition to the judges of that court praying their opinion 
concerning the present fees, and if it was reasonable that application should be made 
to parliament. Their lordships unanimously were pleased to give it as their opinion, 
‘that the pryces sett down in the act of parliament 1672 are now too small, and 
that it is reasonable that the writers to the signet doe apply to the king and parlia- 
ment for an augmentation of the said prices, the same not exceeding the sums 
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following viz.:—For summonses and all other ordinary letters passing the signet, 
two shillings six pence sterlin the first sheet, and one shilling six pence sterlin 
for each other sheet. For suspensions and advocations fyve shillings sterlin per 
first sheet, and three shillings sterlin for every other sheet. And for signatures 
eight shillings and fourpence the first sheet, and four shillings two pence for each 
other sheet. And for Latin precepts the like fees as for signatures.’ 

“There is very good reason to believe from what has past in conversation with 
some of the members of parliament for Scotland since the lords of session have 
given their opinion that if a bill were brought in for regulating the fees and correct- 
ing abuses in some offices in Scotland where exactions have been made without any 
rule, and for making a moderate addition to the writers’ fees according to the 


opinion of the lords of session, it would hardly meet with opposition from the side 
of Scotland. 


“But at the same tyme the writers to the signet are thoroughly sensible that 
without the countenance of their right honourable patrons and masters his grace 
the Duke of Newcastle and the Lord Harrington they neither ought to move in this 
affair nor could reasonably hope for success. They have therefore drawn up, in as 
brief a way as the nature of the thing would admit of, a deduction of the original 
history and constitution of this class of the secretary of state’s servants which lyes 
so remote from their inspection, and they hope that it may appear from what is 
above sett forth, that as their society is of such a nature and of such credit and 
standing as that the judges of the kingdom of Scotland were very often chosen from 
among them, and that no gentleman of the best family ever thought it a derogation 
to him to be of their number, so they have taken care to preserve the dignity of 
their society, to check the smallest appearances of abuse, and to keep a watchful eye 
to the execntion of the laws, and prevent any inquiry from their superiors or from 
the ordinary or extraordinary courts of law into the behaviour of their members by 
a speedy detection and punishment of offenders: in short, to render themselves as 
a society not unworthy of the protection of his majestie’s secretaries of state. 


ALEXANDER M'‘MILLAN. 


Volume Third—This volume is similar in the character of its contents to volume 
second. It extends from 12th June 1732 to 18th June 1750. Besides 
the ordinary current business, the following matters oecur in the minutes :-— 


1732. 
20th JuLY. Resolution for collecting from the writers the two per cent. appointed 
by act of sederunt of the lords of session, to be paid for the maintenance of the 
poor, : 


23d Juty. Collection for the episcopal clergy. 
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1733. 
29th JUNE. On petition of William Roy, extractor in the signet office, and 
recommendation of commissary Stewart and Mr. Harie Maule, the sum of thirty 


guineas is allowed to tbe said William, “for his pains and trouble” in putting the 
warrants of the signet in order. 


1734. 


7th JANUARY. The amount to be divided annually among the poor is stated at 
£629, 3s. 4d. Scots. 


1735. 


14th November. Collection for the episcopal clergy. 


1736. 


13th JANUARY. The balance of funds at the credit of the society is £19,501, 
9s. 8d. Scots. 


28th June. The entrance fee of writers is fixed at 500 merks Scots, instead of 
250 merks, the former rate. 


8th NOVEMBER. “The keeper and commissioners appointed the treasurer to 
commission twelve dozen of Scots parchment, and send them to London, to be stampt 
as formerly for the nse of the society, to lye at the signet hall, and to be sold out at 
five shillings the skin, and the excresse to go for the benefite of the poor as before.” 


1737. 


Tth FEBRUARY. The stock of the society, including interest, is stated at 
£35,015, 3s. 6d. 


1738. 


16th JANUARY. The amount for distribution to the poor is stated at £850 
Scots. 
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23d January. A letter is recorded from George Drummond, Esquire, preses 
to the Royal Infirmary, thanking the society for their “generous and charitable re- 
ception of the address of the managers of the Infirmary, for assistance to build a 
fitt house with all necessary conveniencye,”’ and for “having determined a donation 
for that purpose,” with the assurance that a recommendation from the society of a 
patient when there was a vacant bed in the house “ will always be acceptable as the 
due token of their gratitude.” 

A letter is also recorded from Mr. Nicol Spence, clerk of the Orphan Hospital, 
accompanied with an “account of the rise and progress, management and state of 
the Hospital, seal of cause erecting the same, regulations and statutes thereof,” with 
the thankful acknowledgment of the society’s charitable aid. 


31st JANUARY. The treasurer having represented that on comparing the books 
belonging to the society with the catalogue, “severals were amissing,” William Roy 
was appointed to search for any receipts for these volumes, and to inquire at the 
members about them. 


12th June. The sum of £1000 Scots is granted to the Royal Infirmary. 


19th June. The general meeting having an extract act of the society, dated 
8th November 1609, laid before them, appointing all the writers to the signet to 
wear gowns, it was resolved that the members should wear gowns, but of such colour 
and at such times as the lords of session should direct. 


1739. 


Sth JANUARY. In account of charge and discharge, the former is stated at 
£40,214, 17s. 2d., and the discharge at £39,822, 7s. 3d. 


25th Junge. “Collectors appointed for a contribution to the indigent episcopall 
clergy and their widows in Scotland.” 


1740. 


9th June. Collectors appointed for the same purpose. 
Mr. John Hay, treasurer, is appointed delegate “ for presenting bursers to the 
college of Edinburgh upon Mr. Lawrence Dundas’s mortification.” 


29th JULY. At a general meeting, Mr. William Seton is chosen preses in absence 
of the keeper, and they “unanimously elect the keeper, the treasurer for the time, 
John Hamiltoun, Hew Crawfurd, George Gordon, and Ronald Dunbar, as a committee 
of, and managers for, and directors in name and behalf of the society of the poor’s 
hospital or work house now to be built in the town of Edinburgh, and that for the 
ensewing year from this date.” 

[The election of such managers occurs afterwards every year.] 
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24th NOVEMBER. Complaint is given in by Ronald Dunbar, procurator fiscal of 
the Society, against William Roy, extractor in the signet office, as “guilty art or 
part of the crime of suborning the persons after named to commit perjury, in so far 
as that upon one or other of the days of the month of June or July last the said 
William Roy by himself, and in company with Alexander Newlands, when in 
London, endeavoured to persuade and did sollicite Cornelius Hart, Michaell Cannon, 
and Edward Harris, mariners, patients in Saint Thomas’s Hospital, Southwark, to 
give evidence before Justice Tarry, a tobacconist in Whitecross Street, that they 
knew one James Newlands, a Scotsman, who came from Edinburgh, and was a glover 
by trade, and that they knew him in Barbadoes, and that they saw and drank with 
him there in the year 1728; and that by frequent cabbleing with the persons above 
named, and giveing them money to give such evidence, though they had declared to 
the said William Roy that they never were in Barbadoes, and by giveing in writing, 
in his own handwrite, answers to be made by them to the interrogatorys to be put to 
them before the said Justice Tarry, commissioner named by the Lords of Session, in 
the process at the instance of the daughter of the said James Newlands, against tho 
said Alexander Newlands,” which facts being proven, and a letter from the said 
William Roy demitting his office on the plea of infirm health having been read, the 
keeper and commissioners not only accepted of his demission, and declared his office 
vacant, but also declared him incapable of any trust in time coming in the signet 
office, or from the society. 

Eodem die. At a general meeting called pro re nata, the keeper represented that, 
by a remit from the commissioners, a committee had met with the dean of faculty 
of advocates and some of his brethren, “anent a proposal for the writers to the 
signet’s having the priviledge of the Advocates’ library in the same way as the 
advocates have themselves,” and that it would be proper that “the society make a 
proposal to the faculty of paying in some money in hand for the use of the library,” 
and that every intrant writer should pay so much to the faculty therefor: the meet- 
ing having unanimously approved of the project, they authorised the keeper and 
commissioners to propose to the faculty the payment of fifty guineas in hand, and 
“ burdening each intrant writer ” with the payment of 100 merks Scots. 


1741. 


8th JUNE. On the representation that the workhouse for the poor is well 
advanced, but was like to stop for want of money, the treasurer is authorised to pay 
such sums as had been or should be collected for the said purpose. 


8th JUNE. “The keeper and commissioners considered a petition presented 
to them by Mr, Robert Blair and Mr. John Addison, collectors of the charity 
for the indigent episcopal clergy and their widows in Scotland, shewing that 
though the bounty of their society had frequently been extended to the end above- 
mentioned, for which the petitioners in name of the poor persons relieved by it 
returned their sincere acknowledgments, and though the number of these poor men 
and women was considerably reduced by length of time and hard circumstances, yet 
the necessity of those still remaining were increased by the advances of old age and 
the infirmities it brings along with it, and considerably more by the present scarcity 

3E 
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and dearth, which they prayed God of -his mercy to turn into cheapness and plenty, 
the petitioners therefor entreated the writers to the signet might be pleased to re- 
new their charity to them: it would have its reward in another world, and in the 
mean time the prosperity of the Society would ever be prayed for by the humble 
supplicants in whose name the petition is signed. Consideration of the petition was 
superseded till the report of the former collectors should be received. 


30th JunE. On the report of “a design on foot for building an observatory in 
the college of Edinburgh by a voluntary contribution,” the treasurer is authorised 
to subscribe twenty guineas in name of the society. 


9th NOVEMBER. Collectors are appointed for the episcopal clergy. 


Tth DECEMBER. At a general meeting called by the keeper pro re nata, in 
reference to the choice of a successor to Mr. Kerr, professor of humanity in the 
college of Edinburgh, the majority vote for the nomination of Mr. James Foulis of 
Colinton, and the delegates to the election are forbidden to vote for any other 
person. Thereafter, on the motion of the keeper, it was agreed to obtain extracts of 
the original contract of mortification for the said professorship, which was accordingly 
done, and the deed, of date 25th December 1597, engrossed in the minutes. 


1742. 


4th JANUARY. The total of charge as at Martinmas 1741 is stated at £47,885, 
14s. 8d., and the discharge at £47,820, 1s. 4d. 


29th DECEMBER. The charge for the year is stated at £52,976, 14s, 3d., and 
the discharge at £52,856, 15s. 11d. The amount of pensions at £950. 


1743. 


lst NOVEMBER. John Taylor, officer of the signet, is dismissed for malversation, 
and John Douglas appointed to the office. 


14th NovemBer. Collectors for the episcopal clergy appointed. 


1744, 


9th FEBRUARY. The annual charge is stated at £55,069, 10s. 1d. ; the discharge 
at £55,236, 14s. 1d. The amount of pensions, £1416. 


12th NOVEMBER. Collectors for the episcopal clergy appointed. 


30th NOVEMBER. Robert Kinnell reports his diligence in putting the warrants 
of the signet office in order, and is allowed 50 guineas, 
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1745. 


14th January. The annual charge is stated at £57,286, 5s. 9d., the discharge 
at £57,180, 7s. 3d. Amount of pensions, £1404. 


10th June. Collectors named for the episcopal clergy. 


25th NOVEMBER. The amount collected for the episcopal clergy is stated at 
£20, 2s. 6d. sterling. 


1746. 


3d Marcu. Sum of charge as at Martinmas 1745, stated at £58,115, 14s. 5d., 
and the discharge at £57,727, 11s. 11d. Amount of pensions at £1176. 


18th June. The keeper having informed the meeting that the lords of session 
had appointed their clerks to intimate to him a resolution of their lordships, of date 
the 17th June instant, whereby “the lords taking into their consideration that 
his royal highness the Duke of Cumberland is expected soon from the north of 
Scotland, are resolved when he comes to Edinburgh to wait on him in their 
formalitys, attended by their clerks, the advocates and writers to the signet,” and 
the lord president is recommended to wait on his royal highness as soon as he 
comes, in order to know the time when he would incline to be waited upon. The 
meeting unanimously agreed to attend their lordships accordingly. 

Thereafter the keeper reminded the meeting of the act of parliament in June 
1609, appointing the use of gowns by the legal profession ; and that in the year 
1679 the lords of session, the advocates, clerks, and writers to the signet, in their 
gowns, did attend upon James, Duke of York. It was resolved, therefore, to attend 
the Duke of Cumberland in their gowns, But as there was some uncertainty as to 
what the form and colour of the writers’ gowns were formerly, though it was said 
they were red, it was thought that black was now more suitable; and accordingly 
the meeting unanimously resolved to have their gowns black, and of such fashion as 
should be adjusted by the keeper, Mr. Hew Crawfurd, and Mr. Alexander M‘Millan, 
to whom they recommended to order a gown to be left in the society hall for a 
pattern: and further, that the gowns should be made of “Scots shalloon,” as far as 
there was enough of that stuff in town, and when that failed, of crape or serge, as 
the members should think proper, and that the keeper’s gown should be distinguished 
by a neck of black velvet and black silk loops. It was further ordered that the 
officer of the society should have a baton and gown. 


10th Novemper. Upon a motion by some members that the manufacture of 
Scots woollen cloth deserved to be encouraged, the meeting unanimously agreed 
thereto, and resolved that each of their members should appear dressed in the same 
against their next general meeting in June. A committee was also appointed to 
confer with the managers of the Scots woollen manufactory, in regard to advancing 
that trade. 
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1747. 

27th FEBRUARY. The meeting having considered “the distress which the poors 
house fell under by the late troubles, and the expense that has arisen from the 
building of a separate house for lunatick persons and others disordered in mind,” of 
which public intimation had been made from the pulpits of the city, warmly recom- 
mending a voluntary contribution for relief of that distress; and as the several 
incorporations within the city had cheerfully contributed, the writers resolved “not 
to fall short of their neighbours in point of charity towards the support of every 
public good design,” and authorised the treasurer to pay thereto £100 sterling. 


8th Junz. In reference to the resolution of the 10th of November last for the 
wearing of Scots cloth, as an encouragment to the mannfacturers, the meeting 
“earnestly recommend to every member of the society to appear so dressed as his 
occasions require new cloathes, under the pain of a crown for behoof of the poor of 
their society.” 


Sth NOVEMBER. Petition for the episcopal clergy, to the effect “that their 
pressing straits are now as great as ever.” Collectors are named’ for contribution 
for their relief. 


+ 


1749. 
12th JUNF. Collectors for the episcopal clergy named. 


13th NOVEMBER. Contribution agreed to “towards carrying on the gravel 
walk round Hope’s Park.” 


1750. 


20th Marcu. The auditors report the charge for the year to Martinmas 1749 
at £71,931, 2s. 11d. 


llth June. Collectors appointed for the episcopal clergy. 


18th June. The resolution anent wearing gowns renewed. 





Volume Fourth—1750-17865. 


1750. 


12th NOVEMBER. “Bailie William Alexander and bailie John Forrest, as a 
committee from the merchants of Edinburgh, waited on the meeting, and acquainted 
them of the resolution taken by their constituents of removing the Exchange from 
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the cross to the parliament close, as being commodious, and therefore hoped this 
society would meet with and transact all affairs with the merchants upon this new 
exchange in time coming, to which the meeting unanimously agreed.” 


1751. 
10th JUNE. Contribution for the episcopal clergy arranged for. 


1752. 


6th Juty. The keeper represented that the occasion of calling this meeting was 
to inform them that the provost and magistrates of Edinburgh had lately a meeting 
with the lords of session and faculty of advocates, to which he was also called and 
present, when certain plans were exhibited by the provost “with respect to the 
manner of rebuilding the rninous honses on the north side of the street of the city, 
and south side of the parliament close, the execution of which would not only be a 
great decorement to the city, but also many large conveniencys are thereby proposed 
to the gentlemen, trading inhabitants and others, such as having the area for a 
change to meet in for dispatch of business, and the like: and that it was likeways 
proposed by these plans to have pnblic offices built for the custom house and clerks 
of session, which would render such offices not only far more convenient, but safer 
against fire by much: that the lords of- session and advocates had come to no other 
resolution anent these schemes, than to appoint committees for examining into the 
benefits thereby proposed.” 

The meeting, approving of all necessary and convenient improvements within the 
. city, appoint the keeper, Mr. Hew Crawfurd, and John Mackenzie as a committee 
to meet and treat with the other two committees anent these plans, and recommend 
them to mention that it would be convenient to have a hall built for the Society. 


1753. 


12th FEBRUARY. The keeper reported that he and the other two brethren of 
the committee had met with the directors appointed by the courts of session and 
exchequer, faculty of advocates, town council, and subscribers; that several large 
sums had been subscribed and resolutions taken; and that an act of parliament was 
to be applied for in order to carry the scheme into execution; but as this could not 
be done without large contributions, the meeting was to consider what sum they 
as a society would subscribe; and as it was part of the scheme that the society 
should have a hall rent free, so it was expected that their contribution should be the 
larger. 

The meeting unanimously agree to contribute 500 guineas; and that the amount 
be raised by a tax at the signet of one penny sterling upon each horning, sixpence 
upon each suspension or advocation, twopence upon each of other letters or summonses, 
and five shillings upon each signature passing the signet; the tax to begin on the 
1st of June next. 
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1754, 


25th NOVEMBER. On petition of Andrew Gib, keeper of the society’s gowns, 
“signifying that the advocates’ gown-keepers had got capes, and that he hoped the 
society would allow him a cape also to keep him warm in the winter time, for it 
was hard to stand bareheaded in the outer house all days,” the meeting allow him a 
“velvet cape,” the expense thereof to be defrayed by the treasurer. 


1755. 


3d FEBRUARY. “The keeper and commissioners taking into their consideration 
the inconveniency and unnecessary expenses of entertainments commonly given by 
intrants upon their admission into the society, do hereby enact and ordain that every 
intrant who shall give any entertainment whatever upon his admission, shall forfeit 
and pay ten pounds sterling to the poor of the society; and that in consideration of 
this expense being saved to the intrants, each intrant in time to come shall pay three 
guineas, to be applyed for purchasing books for the use of the society; and further 
enact that every clerk to the signet who shall go to any such entertainment, shall 
also pay five guineas to be applied for purchasing books as aforesaid.” 


8th May. The lord keeper informed the meeting that a collection was just now 
making through the city for relief of the poor sufferers by the fire which happened on 
Friday last opposite to the foot of Marlin’s Wynd, and that he called them together 
to know in what manner they intended to contribute. The meeting unanimously 
resolved to contribute as a body; and the roll being called, those present contributed 
£98, 14s. sterling, which was lodged with the under keepers, who were also appointed 
to collect from the brethren who were absent. : 


17 56. 


7th JANUARY. “The treasurer acquainted the meeting that he had now in his 
hands about twenty-seven guineas of gold arising from intrants, with which he was 
ready to purchase books to the library, agreeable to the late acts made for that 
purpose.” The meeting authorised the treasurer to purchase such law-books and 
others as he judged necessary for the society’s library. 


15th Marcn. <A memorial was presented on behalf of “the undertakers for the 
public works,” showing that “by the present plan the northmost window on the 
east gable in each of the four lowest storys of the writers’ court, must suffer to be 
darkened, which they humbly apprehended would do no damage to the hall in the 
signet office, and were willing to convert the said window into a press, or do other- 
ways as the society should direct.” 

“The meeting, for the sake of the public buildings, agreed to the undertaker’s 
request, they converting, on their own charges, the window to be block’d up, into a 
press.” 
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28th JUNE. James Grahame and William Tytler are appointed to gather a 
contribution from members for “ putting to repair the walk in Hope’s Park.” 


10th DECEMBER. “ General meeting. Lord Miltoun, keeper. The lord-keeper 
acquainted the meeting that his design of convening them together in a body at this 
time was, that they might take under their consideration the present scarcity and 
dearth of meall, whereby the poor of this place must be great sufferers, unless some 
remedy be provided for bringing down the market price of that commodity; that 
provisions were making in England for the poor there, and the lords of session and 
magistrates of Edinburgh had already taken that matter under their consideration, 
who have come to a resolution about it: that, as this society had always upon every 
public occasion of this kind heretofore, shown their zeal for supporting the poor, 
so he hoped he needed use no arguments to persuade them to take their case under 
particular consideration in the present exigence, and interpose their friendly assist- 
ance for their relief.” 

“ The meeting gave great attention to what the lord-keeper has laid before them, 
and being highly sensible of the present dearth of meall in the public market, which, 
were it allowed to continue for some time, must reduce the poor to very great straits 
and difficultys; and being desirous to contribute for their relief, they appointed 
Messrs. John Watson and Alexander Tait to go about immediately and collect a 
voluntary contribution in the society, and to report the sum total to the keeper and 
commissioner.” 


1758. 


2nd AvuGust. The keeper having informed the meeting that the undertakers of 
the new exchange had applied to the dean of guild court for a visitation of the east 
gable of the writers’ court “on account of its insufficiency,” and that he had got a 


summons to appear therein, the meeting appoint three of their number to “ look 
after that business.” 


2 1759. 


25th JUNE. Committee continue “to look into the procedure of the dean of 
guild court anent pulling down the east gable.” 


26th NOVEMBER. The society considering that “his majesty’s domiuions are 
threatened with a French invasion,” unanimously agree “to give one hundred 
guineas as an encouragement to persons to enlist themselves in his majesty’s 
service for the defence of their country.” The treasurer is ordered “to publish this 
bounty in all the public papers, promising a reward of one guinea over and above all 
other bounties already offered, to each able-bodied man who shall betwixt and the 
first of February next voluntarily enlist himself” in any of the regiments recruiting 
within the city of Edinburgh. 

The same day, it was agreed, on the treasurer reporting the favourable state of 
the funds, to augment the pensions of widows to £12 sterling each. Mrs. Maule’s 


pension is augmented to £15 sterling, “out of a regard to Mr. Hary Maule’s 
memory.” 
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1760. 


10th FEBRUARY. At a general meeting, “the society having taking under their 
consideration the practice of giving drink-money to servants, it appeared to them 
that this custome has been destructive of the morals of servants; that it is practised 
by no other nation ; that it is a discredite to the police of this kingdom; that it is 
an interruption to hospitality, and a tax upon the domestick intercourse of friends.” 
It is resolved therefore, that “after Whitsunday 1760, every member of the society 
will effectually prohibite their servants from taking vaills or drink-money from any 
person whatever; and that the members of the society after that term shall not 
give drink-money to the servant of any person whatsoever.” This resolution is 
ordered to be put into the newspapers. 

It was also agreed to confer with “the lawiers” anent the practice of giving a 
shilling to the servant at a consultation. 

It was agreed that it would be “a very proper measure” that lawyers should 
grant receipts for their fees as “in all other cases where the crown is concerned, as 
it might be a means of preventing frauds and abuses which are suspected to be 
committed by some of the inferiour practitioners about the parliament house.” 


24th NOVEMBER. It is agreed to make a contribution for relieving the burgh of 
Kinghorn of the expense incurred in building the harbour at Pettycur. 

Contributions are also resolved upon for the erection of the charity work-houses 
in Canongate and at the West Kirk respectively. 


lith DECEMBER. An address to his majesty on his accession to the throne, 
drawn up by Lord Miltoun, the keeper, is agreed to. 


1764. 


22nd FEBRUARY. A committee is appointed to meet and confer with the com- 
mittees appointed by the lords of session and faculty of advocates “ with regard to 
any new scheme or plan proposed for the greater security of preserving the records 
of the nation.” 


25th JUNE. A memorial for James Ker, writer, one of the keepers of the records 
anent the completing of the index to the register of the great seal, is referred to a 
committee. 


26th NOVEMBER., The committee report that “James Kerr’s care and industry 
in compiling his index deserves a reward of £150 sterling. 3 
1765. 


8th Marcu. The pensions of widows are advanced to £20 sterling each. 
25th NOVEMBER. Alexander Tait, one of the principal clerks of session, 


informed the meeting that his majesty had granted £12,000 sterling towards the 
purchase of ground and building a repository for the records of Scotland, and had 
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vested the disposal thereof in the keepers of the great and privy seals, the clerk 
register, justice-general, president of the session, chief baron of exchequer, and 
justice clerk, as trustees; and that it was under consideration to purchase a part of 
the Heriot’s garden as a suitable area for the building. A‘committee of ten is appointed 
to bring in an overture anent the said building. 


28th NOVEMBER. In a general meeting it was agreed to delay consideration of 
the report of the committee anent the building of a repository for the records, until 
the keeper have an opportunity of waiting on the trustees on the 30th current. 


9th DECEMBER. The keeper gave in report of his meeting with the trustees 
anent the repository for the records, and thereafter moved, “that the society report 
it as their opinion that it will be for the benefit of the publick that all the offices 
be placed together: Secondly, that it will tend to the despatch of business, and will 
be for the ease of the practitioners that the offices be placed as near the parliament 
house as possible.” Which was unanimously agreed to. 

In regard to the question whether Heriot’s garden was a proper place for the 
proposed building, the majority held that it was not. 

“ «It was then moved that the meeting consider where a proper area or areas 
might be found, and several were suggested, viz., the area twixt the session house 
and Forrester's Wynd, the area in the old fish market twixt Mr. Lockhart’s house 
and Borthwick’s Close; the area where the old council chamber was; the area at 
the front of James’s Court; the excise gardens; the area twixt the Infirmary and 
the principal’s house; the Doctors’ Yeards; Mr. Charter’s area in the Canongate ; 
Nicolson’s Park, and Barefoot’s Park.” No conclusion was come to on these 
proposals. 


1767. 


21st JULY. “General meeting, Mr. William Forbes, preses. The preses pre- 
sented to the mecting a letter sent him from the deputy-keeper which was read, and 
ordered to be recorded, whereof the tenor follows: ‘ Morningside, 21st July 1767.— 
Dear Sir,—I called this general meeting of my bretheren npon a very extraordinary 
occasion, in order to lay before them the wicked incendiary letters sent to my lord 
president. I humbly think we are called upon to express in the most publick 
manner our highest indignation of the malicious authors of that hellish performance, 
and our warmest resentment of the indignity and unparalleled insolence offered to 
the head of the college of justice, and in him to all its members. I’m sorry my 
present state of health does not permitt me to attend the mecting, having been 
confined for some days past by a gravilish complaint. The letters are in your clerk’s 
hands ; please to call for them, and lay them before our bretheren, who, I doubt not, 
will act the part that becomes them upon this interesting occasion. I beg my-affec- 
tionate compliments to the meeting, and that my necessary absence may bo excused. 
I am, Dear Sir, your most obedient humble servant. (Signed) ALExR. M‘MILLAN,’ 
“There was likeways presented and read to the meeting three incendiary letters 
sent to the lord president of a most horrid and desperately wicked nature. The 
3F i 
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meeting do therefore nominate and appoint Messieurs William Forbes, John Smith, 
David Anderson, Samuell Mitchelson, senior, John Mackenzie, and John Davidson 
as a committee to prepare an act of the society’s resolutions against so detestable 
criminalls as the authors of those incendiary letters are, to be laid before their next 
meeting on Thursday.” j 

The resolution referred to is in these terms: “ The keeper and society of writers 
to his majesty’s signet, taking under their consideration three incendiary letters sent 
to the right honourable the lord president of the court of session, on account of a 
judgement in a cause before that court, and being deeply sensible of the atrocity of 
a crime so detestable in itself, and so pernicious in its consequences, think it their 
duty to express their abhorrence of such daring wickedness, and to give this public 
testimony of their respect for the court and for his lordship, who sustaius his high 
character with distinguished honour and integrity. In order therefore that the 
offenders may be brought to justice, they do hereby offer a reward of three hundred 
guineas to any person who shall discover the author or authors of any of the afore- 
said incendiary letters, except the authors themselves, to be paid by the treasurer of 
the society upon conviction of such offenders; and for raising a fund for this they 
agree to lay a tax on signet letters, as soon as the aforesaid sum shall be demanded 
from the treasurer. And they ordered this resolution to be published in all the 
public newspapers in Edinburgh. (Signed) Will. Forbes, preses.” ; 


1768. 


27th JUNE. A contribution of 100 guineas is made by the society towards the 
building of a church for the Gaelic-speaking population of the city. 


1769. 


17th JANUARY. The meeting being of opinion that the sum payable by intrant 
writers for behoof of the library “was much too small for answering the purpose 
intended, and that the augmenting it to the sum now proposed would be still less 
expensive to the intrant than the entertainment in place of which it was at first 
established,” do therefore ordain that every intrant shall, before his admission, pay 
to the treasurer ten pounds sterling, to be applied for purchasing books for the 
library, in place of the three guineas hitherto payable. 


4th Marcu. “At a general meeting, the society of writers to the signet, 
taking into their consideration the attacks made on the houses of several of the 
judges and other members of the college of justice on Thursday night last, and the 
insult offered to the lord president, unanimously resolve aud declare that they will 
take every method in their power to support the dignity of the court, the regular and 
quiet administration of justice, to protect the persons of the judges and other 
members of the college of justice, to preserve the publick peace and tranquillity, and 
to bring the disturbers of it to justice. (Signed) ALEX. M‘MILLAN.” , 


3d APRIL. “The society of writers to the signet, in a general meeting, having 
taken into their consideration an advertisement in the London Chronicle of the 11th 
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of March last (No. 1910), containing the resolution of this society at their last 
general meeting of the 4th of that month, do unanimously declare that such publica- 
tion has been ‘made by some officious’ person, as it was particularly agreed at tle 
meeting not to insert that resolution in any newspaper, and having observed a nota 
subjoined to said resolution, which contains a false and injurious reflection upon the 
behaviour of one of their members, and which they consider as an indignity to the 
society itself, they think it necessary to express their disapprobation thereof in this 
public manner; and in order to prevent the like for the future, they have recom- 
mended to a committee of their number to use their best endeavours to discover the 
author, that he may be properly censured; and they appoint this minute to be 
inserted in the London Chronicle at the society’s expense.” 


4th Juty. The treasurer intimated that he had received from William Gordon, 
Esq., solicitor-at-law, London, a member of their society, “the several cases before 
the house of peers from January 1756 to November 1760, which he had caused to 
be bound up into one volume folio, and to be put into the society’s library.” It 
was agreed to return the society’s thanks to Mr, Gordon. 


17738. 


25th FEBRUARY. “The treasurer presented to the meeting a handsome copy, in 
two volumes, large paper, bound up together into one volume folio, of a book 
entitled ‘An Institute of the Law of Scotland, by John Erskine, Esquire of Carnock, 
advocate,’ etc., and informed them that it had been sent, along with a letter, from 
Mr. David Erskine, the author’s son, one of the commissioners present, desiring it 
might be added by the clerk to the collection of the books belonging to the socicty.” 
The meeting, having returned thanks for the valuable present, directed the clerk to 
place the book in their library. 


177 4. 


10th JANUARY. The society, at a pro re nata meeting, vote 200 guineas towards 
defraying the cost of erecting “a qualifyed English chappel” in Edinburgh. 


1775. 


7th FEBRUARY. The keeper informed the meeting that he had received a verbal 
message from the lord president of the court of session, desiring that a committee 
might be named on the part of the society, to meet with a committee from the lords, 
and another from the faculty of advocates, to consider certain matters relating to the 
police of the city of Edinburgh and suburbs, and particularly with respect to the 
cleansing of the streets from nastiness, freeing the city and suburbs from beggars, 
removing the green market from the High Street, and providing of an effectual 
support to the charity workhouse. A committee was appointed accordingly. 

The treasurer and Mr. John Davidson were authorised to treat with the keepers 
of the records in the laigh parliament house for the completion of Mr. M‘Kail’s 
index of charters. 
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‘od Marcu. In regard to the proposal for the present relief of the poor in the 
charity workhouse, the society are of opinion that it is improper to decline their 
privilege of exemption from taxation, but declare their readiness to give a voluntary 
contribution of £150 sterling on the magistrates giving satisfaction that they are 
without delay to remove all vagrant beg, sears and other nuisances in terms of the act 
of parliament 1686. 


6th Marcu. The committee anent the police arrangements are authorised to 
obtain information from the magistrates about the deficiency of the funds for 
building “their high schoolhouse,” and the extent thereof, and what the city intends 
at present to contribute for that purpose in case they be aided by contributions from 
societies and individuals, 


26th JUNE. A petition was presented on behalf of James Kerr and Alexander 
Robertson, keepers of the records in his majesty’s general register house, to the effect 
that in consequence of a process against the directors and clerks of chancery, which 
ended in decree in their favour (the expenses amounting to £152, 16s. 4d. sterling), 
they recovered from the chancery office the records of charters from 1646 to 1760, 
aud with much labour had made an index.of these charters in two large folio 
volumes; and therefore craving some recompence for their trouble. A committee 
was named to confer with the petitioners on the subject. 


< 1776. 


25th NOVEMBER. The sum of fifty guineas is voted to the keepers of the records 
for the two last volumes of their index. 


1778. 


19th January. “At a general meeting of the whole society, John Mackenzie, 
Esq., deputy keeper, the keeper informed the society that he called this general 
meeting in consequence of a letter he had received from the lord provost, in name 
of the magistrates and council of the city of Edinburgh, enclosing a subscription 
paper for raising a regiment for his majesty’s service in America, and upon which 
he wished to have the sentiments of the society, and their directions what answer 
he should make to the lord provost’s letter. The mecting were unanimously of 
opinion, that it is the duty of all his majesty’s good subjects to testify, on this very 
important occasion, their loyalty and attachment to his majesty’s person and govern- 
ment, and their zeal for the honour and dignity of the nation, that the world may 
see the present unhappy contest is not the cause of a ministry or any particular 
number of men, but the cause of the legislature, animated and supported by the 
whole body of the nation, as well individuals as communitys; they directed their 
deputy keeper to subscribe five hundred guineas for and in name of the socicty, 
towards raising the said regiment.” 

It was resolved that no part of the sum mentioned should be taken from their 
poor's fund, but raised by a voluntary tax upon all letters passing the signet, but 
the treasurer should in the meantime pay the amount out of the mias, on i demand, 
to the treasurer of the city. 
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29th JUNE, Mr. Samuel Mitchelson, treasurer, mentioned that the present hall 
and signet office were very inconvenient and unsafe: that the hall was too small 
for a general meeting, and there was no room for the society’s books; and the 
records kept in the office, particularly the signatures of charters, etc., were exposed 
to the hazard of fire: that a large space of ground next the session house, where 
the old burrow room stood, had been bought lately by Sir William Forbes and 
Mr. Hunter, who were willing to give the society what part of it might be necessary 
for building a hall, and other conveniencies for the society; and that the city of 
Edinburgh were proprietors of a piece of ground upon the east side of that area, 
where the burrow court usually sat of old, and of the laigh walk, which the society 
might probably get at a reasonable rate: that the situation was extremely convenient, 
and the building might be rendered safe against fire: that the keeper and some other 
of the members of the society had thought, as he did, that it would be advantageous 
to build a hall and have the signet office there, and had got Mr. Craig, architect to 
make some plaus of the ground and buildings, etc. : therefore he moved the society 
to appoint a committee to treat with Sir William Forbes and Mr. Hunter, for such 
part as they would be willing to give off; and to treat also with the city of Edin- 
burgh for the area belonging to them; and to consider the plans of the buildings 
that might be necessary, and to have estimates of the expense prepared, so that the 
society might have the same laid before them, ete.” 

The motion was approved, and a committee named. 


13th Juty. “The keeper reported that he had met with the magistrates of 
Edinburgh in relation to the proposed hall and signet office, and had got from them 
assurances that the council would be most’ willing to accommodate the society by 
giving them their property at a rate proportionable to that at which Sir William 
Forbes and Co. had bought the rest. He further stated that he had, along with 
Sir William Forbes and Co., applied to Mr, Salisbury, the overseer of the building 
of the. register office, that he might, along with Mr. Craig for the society, and 
Mr. Laing for Sir William Forbes and Co., direct’and oversee ‘the tryals necessary 
to judge of the foundation that could be got.” Approved. 

Mr. Russell moved that future intrant apprentices should pay £5 for the library 
of the society at the recording of their indentures, as in part payment of the £10 
paid by intrant members. Approved. 


Tth Auaust. The keeper having mentioned that no one was entitled to lay out 
the money collected for the library in the purchase of proper books, and the 
necessity of having a proper stamp with. the signet and the name of the society 
inscribed, to prevent the books from being lost, the meeting appointed the treasurer 
and Mr. David Erskine as curators to the library, with power to purchase books, 
and to get a stamp made for the books. 


1779. 


lst FEBRUARY. At a general meeting, the committee anent the new hall 
reported as already mentioned in regard to the terms upon which Sir William Forbes 
and Co., and the town of Edinburgh, agreed to dispone the ground; and that the 
architects, Messrs. Craig and Salisbury, had, by the committee’s instructions, 
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examined the foundation, and reported that it might be made perfectly sufficient. 
Estimates had also been made of the expense of founding and building the hall and 
office agreeably to the plan drawn by the architects, including the expense of securing 
the building against fire “by arming it with iron-plates,” and also of the architect 
for overseeing the building. The report proceeds: “The committee have likewise 
inquired into the funds of the society which can properly be allocated towards this 
expense, and they only consist of the sum of £500 stg. subscribed by the society 
towards building the exchange on condition of their getting a hall in it, and of their 
present hall and signet office. The committee observe that the society by building 
their new hall would acquire a lodging and cellars in that space between the level of 
the Parliament Close and the foundation of the building; but as the situation and 
access are awkward and inconvenient, the committee are of opinion that no great value 
can be put upon this subject, more especially as they presume that the society would 
not incline to sell the lodging below their hall, but would choose to be masters of 
the whole building. 
The estimates stand thus :— 


“To price of Sir William Forbes & Co. area, £245 
To do. of Toun of Edinburgh, area including 
£60 as the supposed value of two shops 
to which the toun has not a proper 
right, ; : e - 186 6 8 
£431 16 8. 
To expense of founding and finishing the 
hall as per Craig's estimate, . . £2068 13 7 
To expense of finishing the lodging below, 250 
To expense of securing the building against 
fire by iron plates, . r 125 
To architect overseeing the building, . 125 
‘2568 13 7 


Total expense, . p £3000 10 3 


From this amount the committee state these deductions, viz.:—the £500 
subscribed for the exchange, and £200 as the supposed value of the present office, 
thus leaving a debt of £2300 to be incurred in building the hall. Towards the 
extinction of this debt the committee report that the present tax would yield £200 
yearly; but it could not be applied for this purpose until the debt for which it was 
already imposed should be extinguished.. On another calculation laid before the 
committee by Mr. George Sandy, “of the time in which the tax would clear off the 
sum of the expense of the new hall, with the balance of what remains due of the 
subscription for the Edinburgh Regiment,” supposing the tax to yield at a medium 
£142 half-yearly, the whole of the expense and balance would be paid in twelve 
years and nine months from Ist November 1778. 

The report is signed by John Davidson, the deputy-keeper. 

After several members had delivered their opinions, a vote was taken, which 
resulted in a resolution by a “great majority ” not to build the proposed hall. 


28th JUNE. The keeper informed the society that Mr. Andrew Stuart, one of 
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the principal keepers, had presented to the socicty the whole journals of the Houses 
of Peers and Commons, and indexes, consisting of sixty velumes in folio, which were 
this day placéd in the library; aud that the lord advocate had procured a copy 
of the London Gazette to be sent down regularly for the use of. the society. The 
meeting requested the keeper to return the thanks of the society to the donors. 


lst Juty. The keeper informed the meeting that he had called them together 
in consequence of a recommendation he had received from the lord president of the 
court of session, intimating the intention of the courts of session and exchequer to 
present an address to his majesty “ upon the present situation of public affairs,” and 
that the address should be drawn up in the names of the college of justice and court 
of exchequer, and signed by the heads of the respective bodies of judges, advocates, 
and writers to the signet. The society agreed unanimously “that it was highly 
proper in the present circumstances of public affairs for them to testify their loyalty 
and attachment to his majesty in the manner proposed, and therefore authorised the 
keeper to subscribe the address in name of the society. 


Gth Aucust. Thirty guineas are to be paid to Mr. Craig, architect, for making 
plans and estimates of the proposed hall. 


29th NOVEMBER. The treasurer having reported: that the 500 guineas subscribed 
by the society for raising a regiment for his majesty’s service was now fully paid, 
the meeting resolved that the tax on signet letters imposed for that purpose be now 
discontinued. 


13th DECEMBER. A clock for the signet hall having been ordered by the keeper, 
from Mr. Cowan, at the price of eight guineas, payment was ordered to be made out 
of the balance of £10, 3s. 3d. in hand, arising from the tax above mentioned, and the 
rest of the balance to be given to Mr. Mitchelson’s clerks for their trouble in the matter. 


1780. 


10th FEBRUARY. “The keeper represented te the meeting that he had been 
applied to by several members of the society in relation to the society's resuming 
the consideration of building a hall and library, and particularly that Mr. Walter 
Scott had written him a letter on the subject, with a proposal by Mr. Laing to 
build these rooms, with a signet office and a heuse below them, which, he said, might 
‘be all done well for two thousand pounds; that he had sent him a plan of the whole, 
and that the hall might be 30 by 22 feet, and 18 feet high; that by adding a small 
bit of ground which belonged to the city, it might be made 35 by 22 feet; and that 
the place pointed out for the building was the westmost part of the ground formerly 
proposed for that purpose; that the place was certainly the most convenient for the 
society that could he found, because of its contiguity to the Parliament House.” It 
was resolved to call a gencral meeting to consider the proposal. 


14th FEBRUARY. The general meeting being called by advertisement inserted in 
all the newspapers, the proposal auent the new hall was considered, and, being put 
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to the vote, “a great majority” were in favour of it. The meeting then unani- 
mously remitted to the commissioners, or their quorum, to contract for the building 
at a sum not exceeding £2100, and authorised them to uplift the society’s funds to 
that extent ; and that a tax be imposed on all -letters passing the signet, signed by 
a writer to the signet, in order to make up the interest of the said sum, and also for 
a sinking fund to repay the same, the said tax to be twopence on all ordinary letters, 
sixpence on suspensions, advocations, and summonses, and ten shillings on precepts. 


25th FEBRUARY. A remit is agreed upon to Messrs. Baxter, Salisbury, & Brown, 
architects, for a report upon “ the sufficiency of the foundation ” for the proposed hall. 


9th Marcu. The keeper represented that he had not yet received the archi- 
tect’s report, but that he had a letter from Mr. Craig, architect, saying that if there 
was a hall and signet office to be built on the proposed area, it could not be a larger 
room than might be in the Writers’ Court, by taking down the partition and taking 
in the closet. d . i 


11th Juny. A proposal for subscription towards the erection of.a battery for the 
defence of Leith Harbour was deferred for after consideration. z 


20th Jury. The members resolved to subscribe towards the battery as indivi- 
duals, but not as a society. å : ; 


1781. 


2d Marcu. It is ordered that in future a list of the members of the society 
shall be inserted in the minute-book as at the 1st of January of each year. 


2lst DECEMBER. A general meeting. The society having under consideration 
the practice of slaughtering cattle within the city, are of opinion that it is a great 
nuisance, and resolve to express their approbation of the attention shown by the 
magistrates in taking measures for preventing the evil in future; and also to request 
the deputy keeper to recommend to the lord keeper and Mr. Andrew Stuart “to 
countenance the application to parliament” to that effect. — 


1782. 


24th JANUARY. Mr. Mitchelson reported that, at the desire of the keeper and 
some of the commissioners, he had purchased for the society the house immediately 
above the signet office for a hall and library to the society, at the price of £342 
sterling.: : The meeting approved of the purchase. ; 


17838. 


4th FEBRUARY. It is agreed to purchase from Mr. Marshall, W.S., the house 
immediately below the signet office at the price of £240, 
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Tth Marcu. Ona representation from the managers of the charity workhouse as 
to the state of the funds, and requesting a contribution, it was agreed to open.a 
voluntary contribution, to be collected by means of “a box with a slit in the top, 
fixed in the signet hall.” 


12th Aucust. The amount collected for the charity workhouse is stated at 
£93, 11s. 6d. sterling. 


24th NOVEMBER. It is agreed that henceforth the fees of apprentices, to be paid 
on entering into indentures, be augmented from £80 to £100 sterling. 

The keeper informed the meeting that Mr. Andrew Stuart, writer to the signet, 
had presented to the society a complete set of the rolls of parliament, and journals of 
the houses of lords and commons down to the present time ; and that Lord Dunmore 
had also presented a copy of Doomsday Book elegantly bound. Thanks were voted 
to the donors. 


1784. 


7th May. The keeper laid before the meeting the plans drawn by Mr. Craig, 
architect, for the proposed alterations of the hall and office, which being approved, 
a committee was appointed to superintend the work. 


12th Aucust. The keeper reported the interloquitor of the dean of guild court 
anent the alterations in the hall, granting permission for the same, but under the 
provision mentioned in Messrs. Allan and Stuart’s letter, which was to the effect that 
they had no objection to the society having an entry to their hall from the exchange, 
provided they decorated their gable something like the rest of the exchange, and 
made their entry over an iron grating, with open rails on each side so as not to hurt 
the light of their stair. The opinion of the deacons of the masons and wrights was 
also submitted, to the effect that the alterations could be made without any detri- 
ment to the heritors and neighbouring properties: whereupon it was agreed to 
petition the dean of guild court to have the condition about the entry removed, ete. 


llth SEPTEMBER. The keeper reported that in regard to the aforesaid petition, 
the dean of guild court allowed the work to go on, upon condition that they found 
caution to indemnify the heritors of the tenement for any damage which might be 
occasioned by the alterations. This was agreed to, and Mr. Alexander Keith was 
appointed to converse with Messrs. Allan and Stuart for the removal of their objection 
about the entry. 


414 THE SOCIETY OF WRITERS TO THE SIGNET [1784 


The Fifth Volume. 


1785." 


12th JULY. At a general meeting, a report was submitted by the committee 
appointed at last meeting in refereuce to the proposed tax upon attorneys, to the 
effect that “the proposed tax, if not guarded by a proper explanation or exception 
in favour of the clerks or writers to the signet in Scotland, might lead to an abridg- 
ment of their undoubted privileges, and derogate from the nature of their institution 
and establishment. That a tax upon attorneys, solicitors, and agents practising 
before the supreme courts in Scotland, ought not to affect a body of men falling 
under a description altogether different, whether in the establishment of their society, 
and the nature of the office thereby conferred, or in the manner of their admission, 
the qualifications they must possess or the privileges they enjoy. That the clerks 
or writers to his majesty’s signet practise before the court of session in Scotland not 
in the character of solicitors and law agents admitted by the court, and who are not 
even members of the college of justice, but by virtue of an ancient privilege incident 
and annexed to their office as clerks to the signet. That they were an established 
body before the institution of the college of justice, and acted immediately under one 
of the principal secretaries of state (now under the principal keeper of the royal 
signet) in forming and signing all writs passing the signet. That they were accord- 
ingly recognised at the institution of the college of justice as a considerable branch 
of that establishment, and were then authorised in addition to their former functions 
to draw up aud sign all summonses on which actions and suits were to proceed in 
place of brieves formerly issued from chancery. That as they thus formed and 
signed the summons on which actions and suits proceeded, so they have always 
acted as solicitors or agents in conducting or managing such suits and actions before 
the supreme courts as a privilege immemorially incident to their office, and which, 
along with the other privileges of the college of justice, stands now unalterably con- 
firmed by the articles of union. That they hold regular commissions from the 
principal keeper of his majesty’s signet as authorised by his majesty, which 
can only be obtained after a regular and expensive course of education to the Scotch 
law, upon examination’and admission by the society themselves without the inter- 
position of the court of session; and that out of the society, in common with the 
faculty of advocates, not only the principal clerks of court, but even the judges 
themselves are eligible.” 

The report then proceeds to define the position, duties, and privileges of the 
solicitors and agents as altogether different from them; and concludes by insisting 
that the matter “be put beyond doubt by an express exception or explanation in the 
bill to be brought in for that purpose, and that such resolutions on the subject as 
the society may think proper to adopt ought to be immediately transmitted by the 
deputy keeper to the right honourable Henry Dundas, the principal keeper.” 

The keeper informed the meeting that he had sent a copy of the above report 
to Mr. Dundas, and had likewise written to Mr. James Chalmers, solicitor at law 
and member of the society, to attend to their interest, and procure a copy of the bill 
to be sent down as soon as it should be brought in. The report and the keeper's 
conduct were approved. 
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In regard to a regulation about to take place in the post office for the despatch 
of the London north and west mails some hours sooner than at present, a committee 
was appointed that in case they should find the change inconvenient for the society, 
they should take steps to have it rectified. 


28th JuLY. Ata general meeting, the keeper having produced a letter from 
Mr. Dundas, and another from Mr. James Chalmers, in regard to the proposed tax 
upon attorneys, it was, after reasoning, agreed that “it was not proper for this 
society at present to take any steps whatever in the matter.” 


8th Aucust. Mr. Isaac Grant having mentioned that he and other members 
were summoned to act upon jury, and craved direction from the meeting, it was 
‘resolved to maintain the privilege of the society as to their being free from the 
office of jurymen,” and the keeper was recommended to wait on the lord justice- 
clerk and mention this to him, intimating their willingness to follow any method 
the court might appoint for determining the matter. “Also the members snm- 
moned were recommended to petition the court of justiciary to sustain their 
privilege.” 


24th NOVEMBER, The keeper having represented that some of the members 
had doubt about their being liable in payment of the attorney tax, and that he 
understood the king’s connsel had given their opinion that the members of the 
society were liable, it was agreed to name a committee to commune with the king’s 
counsel on the subject. 


28th NoveMBER. It was agreed that the keeper be requested to order the votes 
of the house of commons to be sent down to the office for the use of the 
members, 

In reference to certain regulations proposed by the faculty of advocates, for 
preventing persons from going to the bar after twenty-seven years of age, after 
several discussions of the subject, a committee was appointed to wait npon the 
court, and to oppose the enactment of these regulations. 


1786. 


13th Marcu. Ata general meeting, a bill which the magistrates of Edinburgh 
had applied for leave to bring into Parliament, for establishing a poors’ rate in the 
city, for which the members of the college of justice should be liable in common 
with other citizens, was considered, and it was resolved to oppose the same, in so far 
as it infringed the rights and privileges of the society as members of the college of 
justice. 

It was also resolved to defend any prosecution of members for refusing to pay 
the tax for lighting the streets, on the ground that the society ought not to be liable 
for such taxes. 


19th Jung. The keeper intimated that certain members had been demanded 
for payment of the lamp tax and the poors’ money, and that on inquiry at the Lord 
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Provost as to the intentions of the magistrates, it was stated that the town council 
were advised that the society were liable in payment of these rates, and had caused 
their collectors to demand it; but that no proceedings should be taken against any 
member of the college of justice until the question was determined in court of 
law. ‘i 

As to the stamp tax, as the keeper and some other members had already paid 
it, the meeting advised that a bill of suspension should be presented by the treasurer 
(who had not paid), in his own name and that of the society. a 

The keeper informed the meeting that the lord advocate told him that it was 
proposed to bring a bill into parliament during the present session to amend the 
former act upon the attorney tax, and to modify and lessen the tax considerably ; 
and that he had left the management of the matter to Sir Adam Ferguson. 

It was agreed to instruct Mr. James Chalmers to wait on Sir Adam, and to 
ascertain the nature of the amendments. 


26th Juty. The meeting approved of a proposal of the lord advocate, to have 
the point how far this society fell under the act anent the attorney tax, tried by a 
suit against the procurator-fiscal ; and it was agreed that the decision should be held 
to bind the society. 


27th NOVEMBER. A letter to the keeper from the juridical society was pro- 
duced, to the effect that “the said society had dedicated their collection of styles to 
the society of writers to the signet, as a testimony of the high regard and esteem 
which the members of the juridical society entertain for that very respectable body.” 
They also presented a copy of the volume of styles, presently published, for the 
society’s library. 


4th DECEMBER. At a general meeting the keeper intimated that by the decision 
pronounced by the court of law last week, the society were found liable for pay- 
ment of the attorney tax. After some reasoning, it was resolved to submit to the 
decision; and also to instruct the committee to wait on the lord advocate to 
inform him of the resolution, and to express their trust that he would use his 
endeavour to obtain a mitigation of the law as to this country. 


1787. 


3d May. At a general meeting it was resolved to oppose the bill now in 
Parliament, for procuring inter alia an increase of the city guard, to be provided for 
by an assessment upon those of the inhabitants who do not at present pay anything 
for the guard—including, it was understood, the society of writers to the signet and 
other members of the college of justice. 


25th JUNE. The committee anent the privileges of the society is authorised to 
inspect the records, in reference especially to the exclusion of the writers to the 
signet from holding sherifiships in Scotland, aud to report their opinion about 
obtaining redress of this exclusion, as well as of the hurt done to the society by the 
attorney tax. 
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26th NOVEMBER. It was agreed that every apprentice before entering into an 
indenture, shall pay £10 to the library fund, which sum should be allowed at his 
entering writer to the signet. 


15th DECEMBER. As a mark of respect to the late lord president Dundas, the 
society resolve to attend the funeral of his lordship in full mourning and in their 
gowns, accompanied by their officer in his gown and baton. 


1788. 


16th January. The keeper and six of the members are appointed to wait upon 
the right honourable Thomas Millar, to congratulate him on his promotion to be 
lord president. 

It is ruled that when in the parliament house members may wear their gowns if 
they please; but when attending causes at the bar they should appear in their 
gowns. 


7th Marcu. At a general meeting, the keeper represented that by the recent 
judgment of the court of session, the society was found entitled to exemption from 
the payment of poors’ money; but as their opposition to that assessment did not 
arise from pecuniary or interested motives, but from a regard to their privileges, he 
submitted whether it might not be proper for the society now to make a donation 
for behoof of the charity workhouse. The meeting unanimously resolved that the 
sum of 500 guineas be paid over to the treasurer of the workhouse. 


30th June. It was unanimously resolved that it is proper and becoming in the 
members of this society to wear their gowns in the parliament house. 

It was moved that at a future meeting a committee should be appointed to 
inquire into the state of the library, the fund thereof, and to draw up rules for the 
management and regulation of the same. 


24th NOVEMBER. The curators of the library and five members are appointed 
to draw up the rules aforesaid. 


1789. 


7th APRI. The magistrates of Edinburgh having appealed against the decision 
of the court of session, in the action anent the liability of the members of the 
college of justice for poors’ money, it was agreed to instrnct Mr. Chalmers, in 
London, for the purpose of opposing the appeal. 


20th APRIL. It was resolved to petition parliament for the repeal of the 
attorney tax. 


29th JUNE. The keeper is authorised to cause a proper seal of the society to 
be engraven, with their device, and, if necessary, to matriculate the same in the 
Lyon office. 
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A committee is appointed to prepare an address to be presented to the king, 
congratulating him on his recovery from severe illness. 


30th NOVEMBER. It is agreed to congratulate the right honourable Islay 
Campbell, on his appointment as lord president. 

The keeper having intimated that the magistrates of Edinburgh had resolved 
to build a new university in this city, it was agreed, by a majority of seventy-five, 
to subscribe to the amount of 600 guineas towards the building. 


1790. 


28th JUNE. The second volume of styles was presented by the juridical society 
to the library of the writers to the signet. 


1791. 


Mr. Tytler, preses, informed the commissioners that the deputy-keeper had 
received a letter from the dean of faculty, requesting a conversation with them in 
regard to the scheme of erecting a set of buildings for tho college of justice. The 
meeting sent notice to the dean that they were ready to wait on him at the 
advocates’ library ; but the dean hearing that they were in the signet hall, came 
to them there, with Mr. Allan, Mr. Maconochie, and Mr. Adam, architect, and 
explained the proposed buildings, and that the part intended for the society was at 
the north end of the buildings, and would contain a spacious hall and library room, 
on the first floor, with apartments for the signet office and records in the sunk 
story, the expense of which was estimated at about £4300 sterling. Mr. Adam 
having shown and explained the plans, the dean stated that the court and faculty 
had agreed to their parts of the work, and waited for the determination of this 
society. The preses answered that as this was the first notice given to the society 
of the intended building, it would be necessary to call a general meeting to consider 
the matter; and, in the meantime, requested Mr. Adam to make out a sketch of 
those parts of the building intended for the society, with an estimate of the expense, 
to be inspected by the members. 


26th AUGUST. Ata general meeting in reference to the proposed buildings, it 
was agreed to defer consideration thereof till November, a committee being mean- 
while appointed to prepare a report. 


28th NOVEMBER. Presentation by Mr. William Macdonald, of his essay on 
civil imprisonment in England, to the society, for their library. 


1792. 


28th May. The committee upon the library give in their report, to the effect 
that the present library room is far too small to contain the books already collected, 
many of them lying on the floor for want of accommodation; that the deputy 
keeper had caused a catalogue to be made out and printed, of which copies were 
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ready to be delivered to members; that the library fund amounted to between 
£1200 and £1300 sterling; that instead of three curators there should be nine, 
three of whom should retire annually, to make way for others to be chosen by the 
society ; that these curators should be instructed to consider plans for enlarging the 
library, and to make rules for giving out the books; and that they should grant 
warrants for the purchase of books, 

The meeting, after reasoning on the subject, approve the report, with these 
variations :—“ First, That any two of the curators may purchase any book published 
in Edinburgh, or under the value of £5 sterling. Secondly, That the nine curators 
shall now be chosen in the following manner, namely, the list to be divided into two 
equal parts, and the four eldest members of the first half, and also the four eldest 
members of the second half, along with the deputy keeper, shall be curators for the 
ensuing year; and at every subsequent general meeting in May four of the curators 
shall go out, and the society shall name four others in their room, two of whom 
shall be taken from the first half of the list, and two from the second half, in the 
order of the list downwards, the deputy keeper always remaining one.” 


17th DECEMBER. At a general meeting, a motion by Mr. Robinson :—“ That the 
management, application, and administration of the whole stock and funds of the 
society should be vested in, and belong to, the society at large,” was, after a vote, 
agreed to. 

The following resolutions, upon the motion of Mr. Boswell, were adopted :—First, 
Resolve unanimously, that feeling ourselves free and happy under our present 
excellent and unrivalled constitution, it is equally our duty and our interest to 
support and defend it. Secondly, Resolved unanimously, that in our respective 
stations and relations, and according to our several opportunities, we will do so at 
the hazard of our lives and fortunes. Thirdly, Resolved unanimously, that in the 
present state of this country, and in opposition to every species of licentiousness and 
sedition, in word, writing, or practice, it becomes us as loyal subjects of the king 
and constitution to declare these our sentiments, and that the same be published 
accordingly, in all the most reputable newspapers in Great Britain.” 


1793. 


27th May. The deputy keeper informed the meeting that he had received a 
letter from Mr. Robert Bell, one of their brethren, to the effect that having long 
wished to see a collection of decisions under authority of this society, he was now 
enabled to present to them a specimen of such a collection, dedicated to the society ; 
and that they would observe that he had in view in the said collection, more parti- 
cularly their own province, viz., conveyancing, for the purpose of drawing together 
a body of information which may be of use in the practical part of their business g 
and adding, “Indeed, sir, I have often wondered how our society should so long 
have neglected a science so entirely their own. . . . The country has some right to 
expect that, as we are possessed of exclusive privileges, we should cultivate, by every 
means in our power, that department which we constitutionally possess; and as there 
is no department which requires a greater degree of knowledge, nor more enlarged 
and comprehensive views, than conveyancing, there surely can be no object so truly 
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important, either to our own body or to the community at large, as the state of that 
science,” etc. 

After the reading of this letter, Mr. William Macdonald moved, “That as it is 
the duty of this society to promote the study of conveyancing, and as it appears 
necessary, for the proper attainment of this object, that one of the members should 
be appointed to deliver annually a course of lectures on the theory and practice of 
conveyancing, and to collect the decisions of the court of session, and in a particular 
manner those decisions which more immediately relate to our own department, the 
society therefore do resolve that in future one of its members shall be elected to fill 
these offices; and as an encouragement to the undertaking of this important charge, 
it is hereby enacted that from the period of the commencement of the said course of 
lectures, every candidate, who applies for admission into this society, shall produce 
to the examinators a certificate of his having attended a course of these lectures, and 
that every apprentice shall in fnture, during his apprenticeship, attend at least 
one course. Secondly, That as Mr. Bell has proposed and bestowed great pains upon 
this plan, he should be named by the society to fill these offices.” 

The meeting, after reasoning, ordered that the deputy keeper should in the name 
of the society give thanks to Mr. Bell for the trouble he had taken in collecting the 
decisions, and that he be requested to continue his labours therein. The motions 
were ordered to lie on the table till the general meeting in November, and Mr. Bell 
was requested to lodge in the hands of the clerk the general plan of the lectures he 
proposed, the mode and period of delivering them, etc., with a view to having the 
plan printed and distributed among the members. 


10th Jory. Mr. John Anderson moved, “That a librarian should be named by 
the society, for the purpose of attending in the library and taking care of the books, 
and that the Edinburgh Gazette and some respectable English newspapers should be 
regularly got up for the society, and should lie in the library for the perusal of the 
members.” The motion was seconded, and ordered to lie on the table till the 
general meeting in November. 


25th NOVEMBER. A memorial from Alexander Alison, assistant clerk iu the 
signet office, praying to be appointed librarian, is remitted to a committee. 

Mr. William Macdonald mentioned, in reference to his motion respecting the 
lecturer on conveyancing, that it was now thought proper to leave out that part of 
it relating to the attendance of apprentices, and therefore he now moved, “ That as it 
is the duty of the society to promote the study of conveyancing, and as it appears 
necessary, for the proper attainment of this object, that one of the members should 
be appointed to deliver annually a course of lectures on the theory and practice of 
conveyancing, and to collect the decisions of the court of session which more 
immediately relate to our own department, the society do therefore resolve that in 
future one of its members shall be elected to fill these offices. Secondly, That as 
Mr. Bell had proposed and bestowed great pains on this plan, he should be named 
by the society to fill these offices.” The motion was unanimously adopted, and Mr, 
Robert Bell was duly appointed, who at the same time received 100 guineas for 
the trouble he had already incurred in preparing and publishing the decisions. 

It was remitted to a committee to consider what salary should be paid in future 
to Mr. Bell. r 
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16th DECEMBER. On the commitee’s report it was agreed to pay to Mr. Bell sixty 
guineas yearly. The committee were instructed to inform the lord president of the 
appointment of Mr. Bell to the office of collector, and to request that his lordship 
would move the court to appoint a proper place in the inner house for his use, and 
to allow a box to be placed for receiving the printed papers for his use. 

A letter of thanks fer the appointment was then read from Mr. Bell. 


1794. 


26th May. The report of the committee upon the library is ordered te be 
printed, and distributed for consideration at next general meeting in November. 

Mr. Robinson gave in report frem the committee in reference to finding 
accemmedation for the cellector of decisions in the court, with a letter from Mr, Bell 
on the subject, to the effect that “the court unanimously disapproved of taking down 
the opinions of the judges with their names ; and as te a seat for your collector, they 
do not conceive themselves to have any concern in the area of the court, nor do they 
wish to interfere in the allotment ef it.” Mr. Bell in his letter intimated his 
readiness to comply with any change the society might now think proper to make in 
the plan, and Mr. Rebinsen having stated that the lord president had said that the 
court would be well pleased to see the collector take a seat on the benches at the 
bar, it was agreed to leave Mr. Bell to do in the matter what was most expedient. 

The report of the library committee is here engrossed in the minutes, tracing the 
origin of the library, and reciting the various references to the subject in the 
minutes down to the present time, and suggesting some regulations for the manage- 
ment of it; and first, they recommend that a new library room be procured, that in 
the event of a librarian being appointed, he should be “a person of attention and 
knowledge in books, and whe should attend for certain stated hours every lawful day 
for the purpose of giving out and taking in books; that five curators be elected 
annually, fer the purpose of buying bocks, and regulating entirely the business of 
the library; that no books be given out without a receipt and obligation to return 
the same. Suggestiens are then given for gathering in the bocks new in the hands 
of members, and having a catalogue made, and until a librarian shall be appointed, 
which they think sheuld net be until a new room is procured, the charge should in 
the meantime be committed te Mr. Jehn Cameron, who for a considerable time past 
had managed the library. 


24th NOVEMBER. General meeting. The report of the committee of the library 
being again under consideration, it was moved by Mr. Inglis, “That it should be 
simpliciter approved ef, and that it should be recommitted to the same committee 
to consider mere particularly hew the scheme therein suggested of procuring a new 
library room, which seemed absolutely necessary, can most easily be effected,— 
recommending te the committee te have in view the plan of the late Mr. Adam, of a 
new inner house, advocates’ library, and signet hall, and that the committee should be 
appointed in room of a former named in the minute of the 26th August 1791 
(whose powers therefore should be withdrawn), for the purpose of communicating 
with the dean of the faculty of advocates and his ceunsel upen this subject.” This 
motion, being seconded by Mr. George Johnston, was approved, with the addition of 
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thanks to the committee for their- exertions, and attention to the important task 
committed to their charge. 

A report from the interim curators was read and approved, and five others were 
appointed, with the addition of the deputy keeper and treasurer for the management 
of the library until the next general meeting in November, with power to purchase 
books, to remunerate Mr. Cameron for his trouble, and to take measures for calling 
in the books now in the hands of members. 

A memorial from Mr. Weir, proprietor of a museum, having been considered by 
a committee, is thus reported on: “ The meeting having carefully perused Mr. Weir's 
memorial, and considered with attention his plan, so useful to the community, which 
remains in a state not entirely compleat from the want of funds, and that it is Mr. 
Weir's determination to put the museum under the management of the heads of the 
different public bodies in Edinburgh (and among others under the charge of the 
president of this society as one of the curators), which will have the effect of its 
continuance within the metropolis of Scotland, the members of this committee are of 
opinion that some substantial mark of the society’s approbation of this valuable 
collection (which would have done honour to a community) should be bestowed on 
Mr. Weir, whose industry and exertions as an obscure individual are nearly 
unparalleled.” The committee accordingly suggest a payment of twenty guineas 
yearly for three years out of the library fund, “conceiving that a subscription of 
this nature, so highly conducive to the study of Natural History, comes with much 
propriety from a fund of this description.” The report to lie on the table till next 
general meeting. 

Mr. Bell stated that he had now so far prepared the lectures on conveyancing that 
he would be able to begin the course immediately after the Christmas holidays, and 
submitted to the society whether it would not be proper for them to procure a room 
in which the lectures might be delivered. A committee was appointed for this end. 


22d DECEMBER. The report on Mr. Weir's museum is approved. 


1795. 


14th JANUARY. The committee anent a proper place for the delivery of Mr. 
Bell’s lectures, report that they had waited on the lord provost to move the town 
council to grant the use of a room in the college, and that his lordship had received 
. them with much politeness, and assured them of his best endeavours to forward the 
purpose of this application. That they had also waited on the dean of faculty, 
who bad expressed in the strongest manner his desire to forward the business. In 
the meantime, as the first lecture was advertised for Thursday next, it was agreed to 
grant the use of the signet hall for that purpose, till the next general meeting in 
February. 


2d FEBRUARY. The use of the hall continued to Mr. Bell till May. 


25th May. The same privilege continued. 

Mr. Marshall laid on the table certain proceedings which had lately taken place 
in a question before the magistrates of Edinburgh between himself as a member of 
the college of justice, and the city’s tacksman of the causeway mail, in which Mr. 
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Marshall had prevailed. Upon a motion, the unanimous thanks of the society were 
awarded to him for his exertions in support of their privileges. The process is 
inserted in the minutes, and shows that “on Monday the 20th of April, the com- 
plainer, James Marshall, had occasion to send two dozen ale and one dozen 
porter from Greenside House, on the farm of Upper Quarry Holes, where he 
occasionally resides, to his house in Miln’s Square, and that Alexander Taylor, 
acting for David Riddoch, tacksman of the causeway mail, at the north end of the 
North Bridge, stopped William Broddie, the porter who was carrying the said ale 
and porter, untill he should pay him a halfpenny sterling under the denomination of 
causeway mail, and the said William Broddie not having at the time a halfpenny 
upon him, the said Alexander Taylor took him bound to return immediately after 
delivering the ale, etc., and pay him the halfpenny, which he accordingly did, having 
demanded and received the same from the complainer over and above the earnings 
of the burden from Greenside to Miln’s Square.” The case having been brought to 
trial, the bailie found that the demand for custom was improper, and ordained 
Riddoch to repay the halfpenny to the pursuer. 

Mr. Marshall then called the attention of the meeting to a practice which he 
understood prevailed of “the improper and illegal communication of the privileges of 
the society by certain members by means of co-partnery, to gentlemen unqualified.” 

The procurator-fiscal was instructed to enquire into this matter with a view to 
redress. 


29th June, The curators of the library reported that they had paid to John 
Cameron, fifty guineas for collecting and arranging the books in the library, making 
a new catalogue, and attending the library from November 1793 to the first of 
May last, and proposed that £25 yearly should in future be allowed to him, which 
was approved. 


30th November. It was agreed by a majority to present an address to the king, 
congratulating him on the failure of a recent attack upon his person, while pro- 
ceeding to the discharge of one of the most important duties of his high station, and 
expressing their opinion that measures should be taken not only to prevent such 
outrages, but to “tie up the hands of wicked and designing men from attempting by 
seditious speeches, meetings, or otherwise,’ to overthrow the constitution. 


30th NOVEMBER. The use of the hall is continued to Mr. Bell till next general 
meeting. 

It was also agreed to allow the use of the hall to the juridical society for their 
meetings on Monday evenings, during the session. 


1796. i 


lst FEBRUARY. A letter of thanks for the use of the signet hall was received 
from the juridical society, concluding thus: “They have directed their president 
and secretary to express in their name the very high respect they entertain for 
your learned body.” 


17th Marcu. A letter from the lord provost was read requesting a contribu- 
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tion for the purpose of supplying meal to the poor at reduced prices. It was agreed 
to subscribe 250 guineas. - 

The meeting approve of a proposal that the north post should leave Edinburgh 
at 9 o’clock in the morning instead of one o’clock afternoon as at present. 


30th May. A motion by Mr. Ainslie, to the effect that every candidate for the 
office of a clerk to the signet should attend three courses of law classes, viz., one of 
Scots law, one of conveyancing, and a third either of Scots law, of conveyancing, 
or of civil law, and that a salary be annexed to the office of lecturer on convey- 
ancing, remitted to a committce. 


llth Juty. The above motion having been reported on favourably, is agreed 
to, except that those whose indentures were entered on prior to 27th June 1796, 
are exempted from attendance on the third course; also that each apprentice shall 
pay on his entry one guinea towards maintaining the lectures on conveyancing. 

Mr. Bell stated that a committee of the court had been appointed “ for the 
purpose of suggesting means for preventing the opinions of the judges from being 
published in the collection of cases authorised by the society.” A committee of the 
society was then appointed to meet with the other. 


5th DECEMBER. The committee on the collection of decisions report, that Mr. 
Bell had written to the lord president explaining the grounds upon which he had 
already proceeded with the collection, but that he was ready to give it up entirely : 
that the committee had met first with the lord president, and then with the whole of 
the judges, when the lord president, on behalf of the court, highly approved of the 
institution of a course of lectures on conveyancing, as a desideratum hitherto in the 
legal education of this country, and suggested that it should be made a professorship : 
that the committee therefore recommend that the collection of decisions be given up, 
and the salary annexed to that office be transferred to the lecturer on conveyancing, 
and that proper steps be taken for obtaining a professor’s chair in the university ; 
and with that view that a memorial be presented to the court. A copy of the pro- 
posed memorial is annexed to the report, and is conform thereto. 

On the motion of Mr. Gibson, a committee was appointed to consider whether 
any and what measures should be adopted by the society, tending to the improve- 
ment of the police and the better lighting of the streets of the city and extended 
royalty. 


1797. 


Gth FEBRUARY. The committee anent the professorship of conveyancing report 
that they had learned that a report had been given in to the judges by the faculty 
of advocates inimical to the plans proposed by the society in their memorial; and 
that they had applied to Lord Eskgrove, convener of the committee of the court, for 
leave to give in another memorial to that committee, which his lordship granted. 
The report having been approved, the committee were instructed to prepare the 
second memorial, and to have it printed and distributed among the members before 
next general meeting. 
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6th JuNE. The aforesaid memorial is approved and remitted for presentation 
to the judges. 


27th NOVEMBER. It was agreed that the thanks of the society be communicated 
to Mr. Chalmers, their solicitor in London, for the trouble he had taken on their 
behalf in the present business of the stamp acts, and to request him to continue 
attending to the society’s interest in that matter, and in all matters in future in 
parliament affecting the society; “and in particular to endeavour to get remedied 
the mistake in this society not being included among those public bodies to whom 
copies of the statutes are to be regularly transmitted.” 

It was resolved to co-operate with other public bodies in obtaining an earlier 
despatch of the northern post from Edinburgh. 


1798. 


5th FEBRUARY. A motion for calling a pro re nata meeting on the 12th current, 
“ to take into consideration the present critical situation of the British empire, when 
her best and dearest interests are at stake,” is approved. The motion bears that “it 
is the duty of all good subjects to stand forward in defence of the constitution, and 
in the preservation of our religious laws and liberties, against the attacks of an 
insatiable and imperious foe.” 


12th FEBRUARY. The general meeting resolve unanimously to subscribe 2000 
guineas towards the support of the state “at the present crisis of affairs,” and it is 
also resolved that if the state should require further aid “ they will from time to 
time come cheerfully forward and give every assistance in their power.” 


10th Jury. The society agree to assess themselves for one year at the rate of 
2 per cent. on their valued rent for the relief of soldiers’ wives and families. 


1799. 


5th Marcu. It is resolved that in future no more than one book shall be given 
out from the library at one time. 


94th JUNE. A motion by Mr. Wemyss that he should submit to the next 
general meeting a “plan for printing all that is extant of the records of the Scots 
parliament and of the privy council, for the library of the society,” is ordered to lie 
on the table. 


25th NOVEMBER. The meeting subscribe five guineas towards the public kitchen. 


1800. 


5th Marcu. The deputy keeper mentioned that the room used as a library 
being too small, some members had proposed that a gallery be erected in the hall for 
the reception of books, with a communication to the library, but that Mr. Young, 
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architect, was of opinion that such a structure would be both dangerous and clumsy ; 
that it had occurred, therefore, to some of the committee to consider about acquiring 
a house now for sale, which belonged to the late Mr. Home Rigg, situated at the 
foot of Gosford’s Close, which might suit the society as well for a library as a hall, 
office, and place for keeping the records, the price amounting to £1000. The 
matter was deferred. 


23d May. The society’s clear stock is stated at £10,255, 17s. 9d.; the 
established annual revenue at £557, 6s. 24d., and annual expenditure at £494, 5s. 4d. 


26th May. An address to the king “on his late providential escape from 
assassination ” was unanimously resolved on. 


27th November. The bill “ proposed in parliament for the temporary relief of 
the industrious and occasional poor in the city and suburbs not entitled to parochial 
relief,” is approved of in principle, and the society agree to waive their privilege as 
members of the college of justice on the present occasion. The occasion of the relief 
is stated to be the high price of provisions on account of the deficiency of the last 
and the preceding crops. 


1801. 


2d FEBRUARY. It is agreed not to purchase Mr. Rige’s house. 
Mr. Wemys stated that an order was lately given by the royal commissioners for 


publishing the records of the kingdom, and therefore he withdrew his motion on that 
subject. 


29th June. The society vote 300 guineas to the charity workhouse, to be 
raised by a tax on signet letters. 


1802. 


29th NOVEMBER. Mr. Bell having stated in a letter that his average income 
from the fees of the apprentices connected with the lectureship on conveyancing 
amounted to £29 instead of £40, as proposed by the society, the meeting was of 
opinion that they were not responsible for the deficiency. 

Abstracts of the various funds of the society are here given in the minutes—the 
library fund is stated for the ten years from 1792 to 1802—at which last date there 
is a balance to credit of £798, 14s. 6d., exclusive of interest for the three years 
preceding. 


1804. 


28th May. The library committee report that considerable progress had been 
made in examining the state of the books, getting them bound, and making a com- 
plete catalogue of the whole, but that much inconvenience arose by the failure of 
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some members to return the books. A list of defaulters was given in, and the 
committee empowered to prosecnte them for the penalties. 


25th JUNE. An interim report by the sub-committee of the library was given 
in, and ordered to be printed for distribution among the members. The report is 
dated 20th March 1804, and details the difficulties encountered by Mr. Sandy in 
arranging, shelving, and cataloguing the books, and concludes with the suggestion of 
a set of rules for the better management of the library. The report was approved. 


The Siath Volume. 


1806. 


24th JUNE. At a general meeting called for the purpose, and after discussion, 
it was agreed to present an address ef congratulation to Lord Melville upon his 
“recent acquittal from all the articles of impeachment brought against him.” 
Mr. James Gibson moved the previous question, but on a division 121 voted for 
the address to 38 against. 


7th JULY. Motions in regard to the library fund having been considered, it was 
resolved “that a contribution of seven shillings and sixpence on every precept passing 
the signet consisting of six or a less number of sheets ; and fifteen shillings on every 
precept consisting of more than six sheets, should be levied at the signet office, from 
this date till the general meeting in November 1807, towards the augmentation of 
the library fund. Also “that in future every apprentice entering into an indenture 
with any member of the society should, instead of the sum of ten pounds at present 
paid to the library fund, pay twenty pounds towards the increase of said fund.” 

In the report of the curators of the library referred to at this meeting, it is stated 
that when the tax of £10 on each apprentice was impesed, the average number 
of apprentices admitted yearly was thirty-five, but that it had now declined to 
twenty-five: that whereas “the whele of the £350 (derived from the said tax) was 
formerly applicable to the purchase of bocks, now that the library fund is burdened 
with the salarics ef the lecturer on conveyancing and the librarian, amounting to- 
gether to £143, and with the expense of printing, stationery, and insurance, the 
income applicable to the purchase of books is under £100: that since the library 
was established the price of beoks has increased at least 100 per cent.” The income 
is thus shown to be “ insufficient even to enable the curators to keep pace in their 
purchases of respectable beoks with the annual progress of literature ; and of course, 
it still less enables them te make additions to their collection of these classical or 
scientific works of an older date without which the library must for ever remain 
imperfect.” After peinting to the prospect of suitable accommedation, and the 
desirability of affording means for gradually extinguishing the debt te be thereby 
incurred, by increasing the income of the library, the curators “regret the less the 
necessity of imposing the additional burden on apprentices from the consideration 
that the library is new a mest respectable and useful establishment ; that thus in 
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fact the burden is fully compensated, and that the income is reduced to its present 
low state in a great measure by the expense of an institution, the class of convey- 
ancing, calculated solely for the benefit of apprentices.” 


1807. 


3d FEBRUARY. Mr. Donaldson, from the library committee, having stated that 
they had found it necessary for the accommodation of the library to take the house 
on the same floor with the library for a year, with the option of purchasing it ou 
certain terms, the meeting approve the taking of the house, but defer consideration 
of the purchase. 


25th May. The library committee are authorised to purchase the house above 
referred to if they think it expedient. 


1808. 


lst FEBRUARY. It was resolved that 100 guineas be paid to Mr. Napier, in 
terms of the motion of 30th November, and that his salary be raised. The thanks 
of the society were also given to Mr. Napier for his “great exertions in the business 
of the library.” 

A report was read from the curators of the library in regard to a plan for erecting 
a set of buildings for the accommodation of the faculty of advocates, and of this 
society, and other public purposes. It was agreed to approve the report and to 
recommit the business to the curators. 

The curators submit their report in reference to the proposal “to procure a 
a building for their meetings and library, upon a scale more suitable to the increase 
and respectability of the society,” to the effect that there was now reason to believe 
“that the faculty and town council will at length be able to co-operate in a plan of 
buildings immediately connected with the court; and further, that suitable accommo- 
dation for this society will, should it incline, be embraced in the plans.” The 
curators express “their decided conviction of the propriety of co-operating with the 
other public bodies, so as not to be excluded from a plan so very advantageous.” 


30th May. At a general meeting the deputy keeper mentioned that he had 
received a printed copy of a bill brought into parliament “for vesting the stock of 
the court of session in trustees, for the erecting buildings for the better accommo- 
dation of the college of justice and a public gaol in the city of Edinburgh, and for 
the purposes therein mentioned.” The bill also provided that the trustees might 
settle and agree with other public bodies who wished to erect public offices or halls 
or places of meeting. i 

The deputy keeper also mentioned correspondence which had taken place in 
reference to the stamp-duties, the raising of the tax on the admission of writers to 
the signet from £16 to £20, and increasing the tax on indentures of apprentices 
to £55. 
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27th Jung. Mr. Cook, from the library committee, reported the completion of 
the new entry from the Exchange, and the work was approved. 


28th NOVEMBER. A committee is named to wait on the right honourable Robert 
Blair with the congratulations of the society on his preferment to the lord presidency. 


1809. 


27th Marcu. It was resolved to accept of the offer made by Mr. Jardine, and 
to agree with the trustees for the erection of the new hall and library for £5000 ; 
and in order to raise the amount it was resolved to sell the premises now belonging 
to the society, and to borrow the remainder from the general fund; also, that the 
necessary annual sum be raised by a yearly payment of one guinea by each member. 


1810. 


25TH May. William Craig, officer to the signet, is appointed officer also to the 
society. 

A committee is appointed in reference to the inconvenience arising from the 
present custom of despatching the west post at a quarter-past six in the evening. 


9th JuLy. It was resolved to present a piece of plate, of the value of one 
hundred guineas, to Mr. Gibson and Mr. Donaldson respectively, along with the 
thanks of the society, “as a mark of the high sense they entertained of the exertions ” 
of these gentlemen on behalf of the society in connection with the judicature bill, now 
passed; and as it was stated that Mr. Gibson, having gone to London on other 
business at the same time, declined to receive any pecuniary remuneration, it was 
resolved that two hundred guineas be paid to Mr. Donaldson for his expenses and 
trouble. 


1811. 


4th FEBRUARY. “Mr. Macvey Napier called the attention of the meeting to 
the situation of the class of conveyancing which he conceived to be degraded, and 
its utility impaired, by its exclusion from the society hall, in consequence of which 
Mr. Bell was obliged to deliver his lectures in a mason lodge; and moved that 
Mr. Bell be permitted to lecture in the hall, at such hour as the socicty should deem 
most convenient.” The motion was appointed to be taken into consideration at 
next general meeting. 


23d May. The meeting resolved that the society should attend the funeral 
of the lord president Blair, as a body, in their gowns, preceded by the officer, 
with his gown and baton, and all in deep mourning, on Wednesday the 29th instant, 
also, that a portrait of the lord president should be obtained at the society’s expense, 
to be hung up in their hall; and that Alexander Maconochie, Esq., his son-in-law, 
who is known to possess a very valuable portrait of his lordship, be requested to 
allow a copy of it to be taken by Mr. Raeburn, for the society. 

31 
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27th May. It is agreed to allow the use of the hall to the lecturer on convey- 
ancing, during the pleasure of the society. 


15th JUNE. It is resolved to approve of’ erecting “some lasting public monu- 
ment of respect” to the memory of the late lord president, and a committee is 
named to confer with the committees of other public bodies composing the college 
of justice in reference to the matter. 


2d JuLy, It is resolved to subscribe 700 guineas towards the erection of a 
statue in marble, to the lord president, the amount to be raised by a tax upon 
signed letters, 


23d November. The society resolve to congratulate the new lord president 
Hope, on his appointment. 


181 2. 


13th JANUARY. At a general meeting, called in terms of requisition from 
several members of the society, resolutions were passed to the following effect : 
that the society view “with sentiments of horror the late dreadful outrages, com- 
mitted by a daring banditti, on the public streets of this metropolis, on the evening 
of the 31st ult. and the morning of the 1st instant.” That they cordially approve 
of the conduct of the magistracy “in their constant and painful exertions for 
discovering the perpetrators of atrocities so foul and so desperate, and in the 
history of this city unexampled.” That they shall support the magistracy by every 
means in their power, in their laudable endeavours to bring the guilty persons to 
condign punishment: that, being fully convinced from experience of the radical 
defects of the present system of police, they appoint a committee to meet with the 
lord provost and magistrates of Edinburgh, the sheriff of the county, the judge of 
police, and any committees of other public bodies, to concur in reference to “a more 
efficient plan for the protection of the persons and property of the citizens.” 


23d May. On the report of the curators of the library (which was printed 
and circulated) the meeting resolved that a salary of £250 per annum be given to 
Mr. Napier while he continues to hold the office of librarian ; and that in considera- 
tion of his trouble in arranging the periodical publications, parliamentary reports, 
and session papers, up to the present time, the treasurer be authorised to pay the 
said increased salary as from Martinmas 1810; it being understood that the society 
shall hereafter regulate and increase the hours of attending in the library as they 
shall see fit. 


3d NOVEMBER. The committee on the hall and library report “that by the 
original agreement with the parliamentary trustees, the society were, for the sum 
of £5000 to be put in possession of certain apartments in the new buildings, for 
the purpose of a library and place of meeting; which sum was to cover part of 
the furnishing of the said apartments, conform to a plan and specification made 
out by Mr. Robert Reid, architect to the trustees: that upon subseqnent investiga- 
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tion, it appeared to the committee that the plan in question was not in all respects 
snitable, either in point of appearance or accommodation:” that they therefore 
employed Mr. William Stark, architect, and adopted one of several plans furnished 
by him, to which they had obtained the sanction of the trustees, providing that the 
work should be done under the direction of Mr. Reid, and that the society should 
pay the difference of the expense : and that Mr. Reid had notified that the building 
was begun, and that he would use all diligence to carry it on to a conclusion. 
The report is approved. ; 

A donation of £200 from the funds of the society is granted to the charity 
workhouse. 


1813. 


29th NovEMBER. Mr. Napier gave in a report from Mr. Brown, clerk of 
works, in reference to the progress of the buildings, which were expected to be 
finished “ during the spring.” 

The committee also reported that Mr. Henry was appointed to oversee the 
execution of the plans in room of Mr. Stark, deceased. 


1814. 


27th May. The society agree to present an address to the Prince Regent, 
congratulating him on “the present happy state of public affairs,” and “on occasion 
of those magnificent and unparalleled events, which, by the blessing of God, have 
terminated the calamities of Europe, and have opened a prospect of permanent 
repose, security, and happiness, to the nations of the world.” 


1815. 


27th NOVEMBER. A committee is appointed to make application to the lord 
president with a view to the institution of a chair of conveyancing in the university. 


11th DECEMBER. On the report of the library committee, which inter alia 
states the estimated cost of the new hall and library at £10,754, 13s. 10d., it was 
unanimously agreed to grant Mr. Napier the sum of 500 guineas for his trouble 
“in superintending and advising during the whole progress of the work, the fitting 
up of the hall and library, and in removing and making a new arrangement of the 
books,” with the thanks of the society for his great attention. By a majority it 
was agreed to increase Mr. Napier’s salary to the extent of fifty ponnds yearly, “on 
account of the increased attendance now to take place in the library ;” other matters 
in the report are recommitted. 


1816. 


5th FEBRUARY. The depnty-keeper delivered the thanks of the society to 
Mr. Napier for his services, in terms of resolution before minuted, and Mr. Napier 
in return “expressed his sense of the honour done him by the thanks of the society, 
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and his earnest wish at all times to promote its interests in regard to the institution 
committed to his superintendence.” 

The sum of £1600 having been received as the price for the old apartments, 
it was agreed to apply it in part-payment of the price of the new buildings, the 
balance to be borrowed from the general fund, and the interest to be paid from the 
library fund. 

It was resolved that from the lst of March next, each apprentice entering into 
indenture shall pay £50 to the library fund. 


6th Marcu. The apprentice fee is fixed at two hundred guineas. 


24th June. Mr. Napier, from the committee on buildings, reported as to 
discussion between the committee and the sheriff in reference to the county 
buildings, with the result that these buildings were to be allowed to go on without 
any interruption on the part of the society, on condition that no buildings should 
ever be erected on the area to the south of the library; that Forrester’s Wynd 
should be closed, and that the area to the north of the library, between the county 
buildings and St. Giles’ church should remain open in all time coming. The report 
was approved. 


16th DECEMBER. In terms of the resolution of last meeting, the election of a 
professor of conveyancing was proceeded with by means of the ballot, when Mr. 
Macvey Napier obtained 147 votes, Mr. William Bell 131, and Mr. John Bell 31. 
Mr. Napier was then unanimously nominated and appointed to the office. 


1817. 


l4th FEBRUARY. It was unanimously agreed to present an address to the 
Prince Regent “on occasion of the atrocious outrage offered to his person in returning 
from the opening of the present session in parliament.” The address is engrossed. 


1818. 


25th May. A proposal by the sheriff to have the street in front of the new 
buildings levelled, at a cost of nearly £2000, is remitted to the committee on 
buildings. 


30th NOVEMBER. In reference to a communication from the committee of the 
inhabitants of Edinburgh, for a contribution from the society to assist in reducing 
the prevalent epidemic of typhus fever, it was agreed to recommend the matter to 
the benevolence of the members. 
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The Seventh Volume, 


1819. 


29th NOVEMBER. Mr. Napier mentioned that Mr. William M‘Farlane, W.S., had 
presented to the library a valuable collection of royal proclamations, from 1640 to 
the Revolution. The thanks of the society were returned to the donor. 


1820. 


7th FEBRUARY. The deputy keeper stated that he had received a letter from 
Lord Meadowbank, acting for the committee for erecting a statue of Lord Melville, 
mentioning that a balance of £200 remained of the subscriptions for that purpose, 
which it was proposed to lay out in procuring a design for ornamenting the south 
window of the outer house with painted or stained glass. The meeting gave their 
assent to the proposal. 


28th FEBRUARY. The treasurer’s report is approved. 
An “address to his majesty on the death of his royal father, and on his accession 
to the throne,” was submitted to the meeting, and unanimously approved. 


15th June. Mr. Home is appointed interim deputy-keeper in consequence of 
the death of Mr. Warrender. 

It was agreed to attend the funeral of Mr. Warrender in a body, and in their 
gowns, “as a mark of respect to the memory” of their late deputy-keeper, the con- 
sent of the relations having been given. 


lst JULY. Mr. Colin Mackenzie of Portmore presented his commission as 
deputy-keeper. Mr. John Home was appointed “sole substitute-keeper.” 


27th NOVEMBER. On the motion of the deputy-keeper, it is remitted to the 
committee on buildings to examine and report as to the better arrangements and 
fitting of the apartments belonging to the society, so as to afford more suitable 
accommodation for the committees of the society ; and to take into consideration the 
state of their records and what means should be used for their better preservation. 


11th DECEMBER. Report of the committee appointed in reference to the duties 
and emoluments of the officer, hall-keeper, and gown-keeper of the society, entered. 


1821. 


6th Marcu. It was agreed to oppose the bill for levying a tax of £30,000, or 
more, for the purpose of making certain alterations on the fabric of St. Giles’ church, 
and of new paving the High Street, as inconsistent with the privileges of the society. 
On the motion of the deputy-keeper, the “ warmest thanks” of the society are 
voted to Mr. Chalmers, who, since the death of Mr. Cornelius Elliot, is the father of 
the society ; and they express to him the veneration and respect with which they 
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regard him, and their earnest wish that le may long remain at the head of their 
list, reflecting honour upon the society, of which he is the father, by his acute 
intelligence, upright character, and high professional talents.” 


25th JUNE. The deputy-keeper explained what had been done by the com- 
mittee for the accommodation of the society at the bars of the inner house, and also 
in the court of justiciary, and the arrangements now agreed upon for their con- 
venience. The thanks of the society were voted to the deputy-keeper for the able 
manner in which he brought this business to so successful an issue. 

Mr. Napier presented a minute of the curators of the library, of date the 13th 
inst., in reference to a proposal contained in a letter from Mr. Szyrma, a Polish 
gentleman now in*Edinburgh, offering, in name of Count Constantine Zamoyski of 
Poland, to present to the library a collection of books relative to that country, upon 
certain conditions, providing chiefly for the preservation of the collection, with any 
subsequent additions of similar books, as a separate collection, with its own place in 
the library, a separate catalogue, and to be inscribed “Bibliotheca Polonica et 
Lithuana.” The curators having signified to Mr. Szyrma their acceptance of the 
offer, and returned thanks therefor, the meeting approved of their action. 


1822. 


4th FEBRUARY. A committee is named “to inquire into the practicability and 
expediency of an alteration of the road from Edinburgh to London.” 


17th May. Proceedings are minuted over a considerable period in reference to 
the police bill, promoted by the magistrates of Edinburgh, against which the 
society petitioned in defence of their privilege of exemption from taxation, they 
having at the same time agreed to waive that privilege. The petition having been 
presented by Mr. Chalmers in the house of lords, was refused on the ground that 
the bill recognised the right of exemption belonging to the members of the college 
of justice. 


22d JULY. The deputy-keeper stated “that he convened the society, in con- 
sequence of authentic information having been received, of the intention of his most 
gracious majesty, early in the ensuing month, to honour with his presence the 
metropolis of his ancient kingdom of Scotland; and moved that a committee should 
be appointed, for the purpose of considering of the most suitable means of testifying 
the sentiments of dutiful and affectionate loyalty towards his majesty’s sacred 
person, entertained by the members of the society; and their cordial participation 
in the joy which will be universally diffused among his majesty’s subjects in 
Scotland, on so happy an occasion.” A committee is named accordingly. 


26th JULY. On the report of the aforesaid committee, resolutions were adopted 
to the effect that a dutiful and loyal address be presented to his majesty by the 
society, signed by the right hon. William Dundas, keeper of the signet, and failing 
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him, by the deputy-keeper ; and that it be presented by a deputation consisting of 
the keeper, deputy-keeper, and fifteen members of the society, to be chosen by lists 
now to be given in by the members present; that preparations be made under the 
direction of the curators of the library, for having the hall and library in proper 
condition for his majesty’s reception, in case it shall be his majesty’s pleasure to 
inspect them; that arrangements be made as to the attendance of the members of 
the society on occasion of his majesty’s visit to the college of justice, and to 
intimate to the lord provost their willingness to grant the use of their hall for the 
accommodation of lis majesty and the distinguished persons who may be invited to 
partake of the civic feast, at which it is understood to be the intention of the 
magistrates to solicit his majesty’s presence. 


5th SEPTEMBER. The meeting voted 300 guineas towards the erection of an 
equestrian statue of the king. 


25th NOVEMBER. The offer of a picture of Baron Hume subscribed for by 
certain of the members, and painted by Sir Henry Raeburn, is accepted. 

The committee anent the arrangements for the royal visit, reported the election 
of the deputation for presenting the address, but as the king would not receive 
deputations for such purpose except when he occupied the throne, the address was 
presented by the principal keeper at the levee on Saturday 17th August, and that 
the society’s offer of the hall having been accepted, it was used as the general 
drawing-room at the entertainment given to his majesty on Saturday 24th August, 
“at which the keeper, deputy-keeper, and several members of the society had the 
honour to be present.” Report was also given in as to the erection of benches in 
front of the libraries for the accommodation of the members of the college of justice 
in order to witness the “splendid scene” of the procession of the king from Holy- 
rood palace to the castle. Accommodation was provided for 723. 


18th DECEMBER. The committee anent the alteration of the road between 
Edinburgh and London report upon the alternative routes proposed, preferring that 
described in a report printed by order of the house of commons in July 1820, 
according to which the mail should run from Catterick bridge by Hexham, crossing 
the waterfall, and thence to Edinburgh by Jedburgh ; which route they point out 
would effect a saving of 33 miles, and could be travelled, with time for five stops, 
in 42 hours, and that in this way letters would be delivered in the two capitals on 
the second day after despatch. Approved. 


1823. 


26th May. Mr. Napier stated that the printed session papers were now being 
arranged and bound. Approved, 


24th NOVEMBER. The deputy-keeper announced presentation to the library, 
by Mr. Roger Aytoun, a member, of two tables, “ made from a particular species of 
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marble found on his estate in Midlothian ;” by George Swinton, esquire, Persian 
secretary to the government in India, through his brother Mr. Archibald Swinton, 
W.S., of a collection of Persian books and grammars; and by B. F. Watson, esquire, 
solicitor, London, through Mr. William Home, W.S., “ of a curious edition of Lactan- 
tius printed at Venice in 1478.” Thanks were voted to the respective donors. 


1824. 


5th Juty. It is resolved to provide annually a medal, value 10 guineas, as a 
prize to the best Latin scholar in the senior humanity class. 

The report of the united committees on funds and the library is also approved, 
to the effect that measures be taken to recover the arrears of the annual contribu- 
tion of one guinea for the hall and library, and ‘that the annual fee should be 
commuted by the payment of £10 by intrants and apprentices respectively, while 
members of the society may be relieved from the yearly fee by a payment of five 
guineas, y 


22nd NOVEMBER. The society agree to contribute £250 from their funds 
towards the relief of the sufferers from “the dreadful and destructive fires which 
took place in the Parliament Square on the night of Tuesday the 16th current,” on 
which occasion “their hall and library, along with the other buildings of the 
college of justice,’ were exposed to “ great and imminent peril,” and were saved by 
the “great and peculiar exertions employed.” 

It is also agreed to distribute ten guineas among the servants of the society, for 
their “correct and proper conduct” on the night and morning of the fire, being all 
“ steadily at their posts.” 


182 5. 


10th JANUARY. ‘The report of the committee upon the professorship of con- 
veyancing is received and approved, the deputy-keeper congratulating the society on 
the success of the application to the magistrates and town council, as patrons of 
the university, for erecting the said professorship. Thanks are voted to Alexander 
Henderson, esquire, the lord provost, and to the magistrates and council ; Mr. Napier 
is congratulated on his appointment ; and the thanks of the Society are given to Colin 
Mackenzie of Portmore, esquire, “for the very important services rendered by him 
since his appointment as deputy-keeper,” and for his exertions in reference to the 
professorsbip of conveyancing. It is also resolved to present him with a piece of 
plate of the value of 500 guineas. The reports and other documents relating to 
the chair are engrossed in the minutes. 


Tth FEBRUARY. A communication from the lord provost, in reference to 
proposed improvements of the city, having been laid before the meeting, a committee 
is named to confer with other committees thereanent. 


6th APRIL. The report of the last-mentioned committee is received and 
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approved, in reference to the opening up of two new approaches to the city from 
the south and west; and mentioning that the proposal of the committee that the 
profits to be derived from feuing the grounds of the charity work-house should 
accrue to the general fund for the improvements, had been at once acceded to by 
the magistrates, The fourth clause of the report runs thus: “That as citizens of 
Edinburgh, and perhaps more particularly as members of the college of justice, 
they feel themselves bound to accede to the expenses of the improvements of St. 
Giles’s being included under the present assessment; they must have a pride and 
interest in common with all the other inhabitants, in the embellishment of this 
ancient cathedral, while, as personal to themselves, they cannot but remember that 
much of its deformity has arisen from the erections of the new courts and libraries ; 
and taking also into view the great value of the property of the society, and the 
importance of more commodious accesses to the courts, as well as to their library, 
the society cannot but approve of this measure, without entering into, but expressly 
reserving, any legal questions regarding the necessity of applying the seat-rents of 
the churches solely to ecclesiastical purposes.” The report also approves “of a 
waiver of their privileges being given by the deputy-keeper” in the usual form in 
connection with the city improvement bill. An amendment having been proposed 
disapproving of the report, and against waiving their privilege, there voted for the 
motion 76, and for the amendment 65. A protest was then given in by the dis- 
sentient members. 


30th May. Mr. Napier, from the curators, stated that his assistant, Mr. Shiells, 
was leaving his situation in the library, with a view to set up as bookseller and 
stationer, and in consideration of his good conduct during the seven years he had 
officiated in the library, suggested a gift of 50 guineas as a mark of their approba- 
tion of his services. Agreed. 


28th NOVEMBER. The committee, anent the presentation of a piece of plate to 
the deputy-keeper, report that the amount proposed had been doubled, the sum of 
£1063, 3s. having been collected. 


1826. 


29th May. There are here engrossed in the minutes the “articles of agree- 
ment” between the faculty of advocates and the society of writers to the signet, 
anent the purchase by the latter of “the large apartment used by the faculty as a 
library, situated immediately over the hall, and other accommodations belonging to 
the society, together with the whole bookcases, presses, and other fixtures in the 
said apartment, and also the rooms, staircase, lobbies, ete., exclusive of the furniture 
in the said apartment; but reserving to the members of the faculty a right of 
passage to the parliament house by the door at the east end of the building in 
common with the members of the society, it being understood that the access from 
the lobby at the east end of the buildings to the laigh parliament house shall be 
shut up and abolished.” ` 

The entry of the society to the possession of the said apartment to be not later 
thau Martinmas 1828. The purchase price is £12,000 sterling. 

3K 
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12th JUNE. The report of the curator of the library, with rules and regulations 
respecting the use of the library and its apartments, having been printed and 
circulated, is laid on the table and approved. 


1829. 


30th NOVEMBER. On the report of the curators of the library in reference to 
the appointment of two sub-librarians, it was resolved accordingly, and that the 
annual salary of Mr. Ferguson, present sub-librarian, be £125. 

lt is remitted to a committee to request Mr. Colin Mackenzie, late deputy- 
keeper, to sit for his portrait in bust for the society. 


The Eighth Volume. 
1830. 


lst FEBRUARY. Mr. Thomas Millar Shiells is appointed second sub-librarian. 


31st May. In reference to a proposal to bring a statue of the king from London 
to be erected on a suitable pedestal in Edinburgh, it was considered unwarrantable 
to vote the funds of the society for the purpose, the individual members being at 
liberty to subscribe. 


28th JUNE. The meeting, on hearing of the death of the king, adjourned. 


2d Juty. The deputy-keeper stated that he had been requested by the lord- 
provost to attend a meeting at the city chambers on the 29th ult., to arrange with 
the lord-president, lord-justice-clerk, and other official gentlemen, in regard to the 
proclamation of his majesty King William the Fourth: and that it was there 
resolved to adopt the same forms as at the proclamation of the late king. 

A committee was appointed to prepare an address of congratulation to his 
present majesty on his accession. 7 


l3th DECEMBER. The meeting record “their deep regret for the loss they have 
sustained” by the decease of Mr. Colin Mackenzie, the late deputy-keeper; and of 
Mr. James Chalmers, father of the society. 

The thanks of the society are given to Mr. Alexander Douglas, one of their 
members, for presenting to them a collection of old almanacks. 

Mr. George Webster is appointed solicitor for the society in London, in room of 
the late Mr. Chalmers. 


1831. 


17th Marcu. On a motion by Mr. Robert Macfarlane, to present an address of 
gratitude to his majesty, for “ the wise and healing measure of reform which has been 
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submitted to parliament,” and an amendment by Sir Francis Walker Drummond, 
expressing disapproval of the said measure; the previous question was moved by 
Mr. William Scott, on the ground that it was “ highly inexpedient ” that the society 
should enter further into the discussion, This last motion was carried by a majority 
of 22. 


27th May. Mrs. Martha Gibson of George Street, Edinburgh, having requested 
the society to accept of £200 in perpetuity on condition of paying £10 yearly to a 
minister of the Church of Scotland, for preaching a sermon on the sin of cruelty to 
the brute creation ; the society, while admiring the charitable feelings which dictated 
the proposal, decline to accept of it. 


4th Juty. Report of the committee on the city improvement bill given in, and 
entered in the minutes. 


18382. 


6th FEBRUARY. Presentation by the society of forty-four volumes published by 
government to the juridical society, for which that society returned thanks—“ by 
acclamation.” 


25th JuNE.—It was agreed to present to his majesty an address of congratula- 
tion “on his escape from the late atrocious and treasonable attack” on his person. 


1833. 


27th May. The report of the curators of the library was made by the deputy- 
keeper, to the effect that they had now got possession of the upper library room, and 
that the whole furniture thereof had been purchased by them for £300. It was re- 
mitted to the curators, with the addition of Mr. Æneas Macbean, to consider the plan 
prepared by Mr. Burn of an access between the upper and lower library rooms, 


24th Jung. The curators report their approbation of the plans prepared by Mr. 
Burn for opening communication between the upper and lower-rooms, “ by means 
of suitable alterations on the lobby and staircase,’ the expense being estimated at 
£476, 6s. 8d. 


1834. 


24th FEBRUARY. The committee last mentioned report the negotiations with 
Sir Robert Peel in reference to their petition, and that Sir Robert had ascertained 
from the lord advocate that he would not go on with the bill this session. 


24th Marcu. It was agreed to authorise the committee on building to purchase 
from the improvement commissioners the piece of ground’ between the end of the 
society's hall and the bridge, at a price not exceeding £1000. 
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17th NovEMBER. The deputy-keeper stated that Mr. Robert Menzies had 
presented to the society a picture of Mr. Dalrymple, Lord Drummore, by Medina, 
which was now hung up in the landing-place of the upper library room. Also, that 
the librarian had obtained from the society a picture of Mr. Grant, Lord Elchies, to 
be hung up in the same place. Thanks were given to the donors. 


1835. 


2d FEBRUARY. The curators of the library report that the books were now 
placed in the upper library room, which was now.open to members, 


1836. 


lst FEBRUARY. Mr, John Parker, S.S.C., presents to the society the portrait of 
Sir James Steuart of Goodtrees, baronet, lord advocate in the reign of William and 
Mary. Thanks returned therefor. 


28th Marcu. Resolved to petition both houses of parliament against the bill 
“for taking away the privilege of the college of justice relative to the assessment 
for the poor.” 


ry 


1837. 


29th May. The depnty-keeper laid before the meeting a letter from Mr. 
Napier, of date 12th April, which had been printed and circulated, in which he 
tendered his resignation as librarian, in consequence of his having been appointed 
principal clerk of session ; but offering to continue his services gratuitously “in as 
far as occasional superintendence, advice as to purchasing books, and attendance on 
the meetings of curators, were concerned.” The minute of the curators thereanent, 
also given in, contains the suggestion that Mr. Napier be appointed a permanent 
curator. The society unanimously voted their “warmest thanks” to Mr. Napier, 
“for his long, zealous, and efficient services as principal librarian,” and the deputy- 
keeper was requested to convey the same to Mr. Napier, with the request that he 
would accept the situation of curator for life. The recommendations of the curators 
were agreed to, and the election of principal librarian fixed for 21st June. 


21st JUNE. Sir James Gibson-Craig proposed Mr. David Laing for the office of 
librarian; Mr. Robert Ainslie proposed Mr. Maxwell; Mr. James Hope, junior, 
proposed Mr. Cochrane. There voted for Mr. Laing, 213; for Mr. Cochrane, 122; 
for Mr. Maxwell, 3. Mr. Laing was declared duly Pleeteal 3 

24th June. The society having met in the outer house at 10.30, in their gowns, 
and having been marshalled according to seniority, they walked in procession, pre- 
ceded ‘by the deputy-keeper and office-bearers, to the royal exchange, to hear the 
proclamation of Queen Victoria. They afterwards accompanied the procession to the 
castle-hill, where her majesty was again proclaimed. On returning to the hall “ the 
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warmest thanks” of the society were given by acclamation to Mr. Hope, deputy- 
keeper, for the admirable manner in which he had conducted the business of the 


day. 


26th JUNE. The oath of allegiance to her majesty Queen Victoria was laid 
upon the table, and signed by the members. 
An address of congratulation to her majesty was then read and approved. 


20th NOVEMBER. Donations from the dean of faculty to the library, and also 
from the Bannatyne Club, Mr. William Forbes Skene, and Mr. W. A. Lawrie, are 
acknowledged. Mr. Laing, librarian, presented a portrait of Lord Milton. 


4th DECEMBER. On the motion of Sir James Gibson Craig, carried by 
acclamation, it was resolved to request the lord justice-general (Hope) to sit for his 
portrait, to be hung in the library hall. 


1838. 


26th May. It was agreed to petition parliament in favour of Mr, Rowland 
Hill’s plan of postal reform. 


The Ninth Volume. 
1840. 


6th FEBRUARY. In view of the notice in parliament that the vacancy on the 
bench occasioned by the resignation of Lord Glenlee, was not to be filled up, the 
society adopted a series of resolutions setting forth the business of the court of 
session, and the necessity of maintaining the full number of judges—to be trans- 
mitted to the Lord Chancellor and the other members of the cabinet. 


19th FEBRUARY. The deputy-keeper submitted an address to the Queen on 
occasion of her marriage with H.R.H. Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg aud Gotha. 
Approved. 


17th June. It was agreed to present a loyal address congratulating her 
Majesty “upon the escape which she and Prince Albert had recently made from an 
attempt on the life of both.” 


26th June. The minutes here are much occupied with reports anent the pro- 
` ceedings in opposition to the Edinburgh poor and local taxes bill, involving the 
question of the privileges of the society. 


27th NOVEMBER. Address to the Queen on the birth of a princess. 
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1841. 


15th NOVEMBER. Address to the Queen on the birth of a prince. 

Address to the lord president Hope on his retirement: also to the new lord 
president Boyle on his accession. 

It was agreed to give ten guineas towards the relief of the poor, “in place of 
the expense of an illumination” on the birth of the prince. 


1842. 


8th JUNE. Address to the Queen on her preservation from an “atrocious 
attempt” against her person. 


29th Aucust. Address to the Queen and Consort respectively, on their 
expected visit to Scotland. 
1846. 
2d FEBRUARY. Committee appointed in regard to “a very important bill,” 


introduced into parliament, for the improvement and maintenance of the streets of 
Edinburgh. 


16th NOVEMBER. Minute on the death of Mr. James Jollie, who had been a 
member of the society for 63 years. 


1847. 


8th Marcu. Minute upon the death of Professor Napier, formerly librarian to 
the society. 


16th June. Report of committee in reference to the admission of strangers to 
the library, adopted, regulating the attendance of clerks, their occupation of tables, 
and use of law books; and providing that strangers shall be admitted only on 
special application to and permission from the librarian. 


1849. 


5th FEBRUARY. It is agreed to authorise the curators of the library to advance 
£150 yearly for the preparation of a complete catalogue of the books. 


28th May. Itis agreed to request the lord justice-general to sit for his portrait 
to be hung up in the hall. 
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1850. 


l4th FEBRUARY. Correspondence relative to the proposed great exhibition 
1851, submitted to the meeting. 


9th Marcu. Minute in reference to the death of Sir James Gibson Craig, “ the 
oldest member of the society.” 


19th Marcu. The meeting authorised the purchase by the librarian, of the 
portrait of James Anderson, author of the Diplomata et Numismata Scotie, for £10. 

The office-bearers of the society named as a committee in reference to the great 
exhibition. 

A letter from the joint secretaries in Edinburgh, of the British Association, in 
reference to making preparations for the meeting of that body in this city was sub- 
mitted, and the office-bearers appointed to attend to the matter. 


25th Marcu. Minute on the death of Mr. Mackenzie, deputy-keeper. 


1851. 


17th NOVEMBER. It was agreed to waive the society’s right of servitude over 
the vacant space in front of the library, for the erection of a statue to the late 
Lord Melville. 


1852. 
24th May. It was agreed to present an address to lord president Boyle. 


The Tenth Volume. 


1855. 


20th JUNE. A letter from a large number of members of the society com- 
plaining of the want of “a properly classified and arranged repertory or inventory 
of the records deposited in the register office, in a form accessible to all parties 
making extensive searches in questions involving an examination of the older 
records,” and suggesting that such an inventory, when completed, should be printed 
for public use,—was read by the deputy-keeper, and remitted to a committee. 


19th NovEMBER. The curators of the library report the completion of the 
ms. alphabetical catalogue, in 15 large volumes. They also report an addition 
to the heating apparatus, which had been found insufficient for the space it had to 
warm. 
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1856. 


27th FEBRUARY. The deputy-keeper having intimated the death of Professor 
Menzies, the meeting agree to record their deep sense of the loss sustained by the 
melancholy event. 


28th FEBRUARY. Mr. Alexander Montgomerie Bell, W.S., is elected to the 
chair of conveyancing. 


18th JuNE. It is agreed to congratulate Lord Dalhousie, keeper of the signet, 
on his return from India, and on his “able administration” of the government of 
the British dominions there. 


1857. 


23d FEBRUARY. A letter from Mr. George Webster, resigning the situation of 
solicitor to the society in London, was read. 


25th May. It was agreed to give the thanks of the society to Mr. Ivory, for 
his great labour in preparing the law catalogue, and to make him an honorary 
curator of the library for life. Mr. John Greig is chosen solicitor to the society in 
London, 


16th NOVEMBER. A committee is named “to investigate the financial affairs 
of the society.” 


1858. 


8th Marcu. On the report of the finance committee, a letter from Mr. Andrew 
Murray, one of the curators, was read, strongly objecting to the proposal to reduce 
the sum allowed for the purchase of books to £150, as tending “to arrest the library 
where it is.” The letter suggested a yearly contribution of one pound “ to supple- 
ment the purchase of the more important works” published. 

It was agreed, after considerable discussion, to approve the report, except as to 
the proposed reduction of the salaries of the assistant librarians. 

The report states the net assets of the society, at 31st December 1857, at 
£64,821, 13s. 3d., the average income for the last three years from all sources, 
£1673, 9s. 7d., of the last two years, £1474, 2s. 2d. The present expenditure is 
stated at £1939, 8s. 8d., and as proposed to be reduced, at £1504, 8s. 4d; 
particulars are mentioned showing how the reduction is proposed to be effected. 

The report further suggests, 1. That the salaries of office-bearers shall not be 
increased during the next seven years. 2. That the purchase of books shall remain 
restricted as above, while the income of the society shall be under £1800: and that 
on exceeding that amount, the yearly expenditure for books shall not exceed £250, 
without an express vote of the society. 3. That the scheme of having a catalogue 
classed according to subjects, shall in the meantime be suspended. 
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16th June. It is agreed to record the society’s sense of the high qualities of 
the late lord justice-clerk Hope, whose sudden death is intimated. 


1859. 


Tth FEBRUARY. The committee on funds report that the income of the last 
year was upwards of £1900. The sum of £250 is authorised for the purchase of 
books. 


15th JUNE. “The deputy-keeper stated that he had intended, at the request 
of the lord provost, to bring before the last stated meeting the propriety of forming 
a company from the society to join the rifle corps now forming in the city, but as a 
quorum did not attend, he could not bring the matter formally before the society. 
Some gentlemen, however, undertook to act as a committee, and endeavour to ascer- 
tain the feelings of the members of the society on the subject, and they had 
prepared a report which had been printed and circulated.” A committee was then 
named to carry out the objects mentioned in the report. 


21st NOVEMBER. The deputy-keeper read a letter from Messrs. Jardine, 
Stodart, and Fraser, announcing a legacy of £200 from the late Mr. Andrew Greig, 
cloth and carpet merchant, Edinburgh, to the society, subject to the liferent of his 
widow. The clerk was requested to return thanks on behalf of the society. 


1860. 


29th FEBRUARY. The report of a committee on the annuity-tax bill being 
discussed, it was moved by Mr. Dalziel that the society disapprove of the bill, 
and petition both houses against it. An amendment by Mr. J. C. Brodie, and 
seconded by Mr. T. G. Murray, that the society resolves not to oppose its privileges 
to the measure now before parliament, or to any measure which parliament may 
think fit to pass for the settlement of the question of the annuity-tax, was carried by 
44 to 32. K 


The Eleventh Volume. 


1860. 


19th NOVEMBER. The curators of the library report that it is “falling very 
much into arrear in all departments of literature, with the exception perhaps of that 
of law.” They report the repairing of the cupola on the upper library, which they 
hope will obviate the necessity of renewal for some years. 
3L 
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1861. 


18th November. The report on the library congratulates the members on the 
„painting of the staircase and entrance hall during the autumn, at a cost of 
£72, 2s. 10d. 


19th DECEMBER. It was agreed to prepare an address of condolence with the 
Queen on the occasion of the death of the prince consort. ` 


186 2. 


3d FEBRUARY. The address above referred to is here engrossed, with the 
acknowledgment of the home secretary of its receipt. The address thus refers to 
the Prince :— In common with all classes of the nation, we lament the loss of a 
Prince who was endeared by graces and virtues in domestic life above many, and 
distinguished as a public character by great zeal for the welfare of this country, an 
enlightened desire to promote the social and useful interests of the community, and 
great taste and judgment in the promotion of art and science.” 


26th May. The keeper intimated the death of Mr. Storie, treasurer of the 
society, and a minute was adopted expressing their sense of his valuable services 
during a period of thirty-six years. 


18th Jung. Mr. John Gibson, junior, was unanimously elected treasurer. 


17th November. The curators of the library report that though they under- 
stand that the whole debts of the society have now been paid, it might yet be 
proper to continue the restriction upon the purchase of books in general literature, 
and to form a reserved fund to meet the annual expense of the society in reference 
to the library. 


1863. 


25th May. It was resolved to present an address to the Queen and to the 
Prince and Princess of Wales on occasion of the marriage of the latier. 


17th JUNE. On the recommendation of the curators it was agreed to allow 
certain pictures belonging to the society to be hung up in the outer parliament 
house, “on condition of their being specially identified as the property of the 
society.” 

It was agreed to allow the use of the library and the upper room to the 
National Association for Promotion of Social Science. 


16th NOVEMBER. On the election of Professor Sellar to the chair of humanity 
in room of Professor Pillans, resigned, it was agreed to engross in the minutes a 
memorandum of the history of the chair, which is accordingly done — begin- 
ning with the contract between the lords senators of the college of justice, the 
magistrates of Edinburgh, and the faculty of advocates and writers to the signet, of 
date 25th December 1597. 
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Ist FEBRUARY. It is agreed to present addresses to the Queen and the Prince 
of Wales on the birth of a son to the prince. 

The deputy-keeper stated that he had received from the dean and faculty of 
advocates a letter of thanks to the society for allowing the pictures to be hung in 
the parliament house, viz., the portraits of lord president Hope, lord president 
Blair, A. Fletcher of Saltoun, and Lord Elchies. 


1866. 


5th FEBRUARY. It was agreed to record the regret of the society on account 
of the death of Mr. Alexander Montgomerie Bell, professor of conveyancing. 


28th May. The deputy-keeper intimated the unanimous election of Mr. James 
S. Tytler to the chair of conveyancing. 


19th NOVEMBER. The annual report of the curators of the library refers to 
the printing of the catalogue as now begun, the necessity of purchasing standard 
works and certain improvements on the upper library. 


1867. 


19th FEBRUARY. It was unanimously agreed to present au address to the 
lord justice-general M‘Neill, on his elevation to the peerage. 


27th May. The sum of £400 is granted for the purchase of such books as are 
required for completing the catalogue, as well as others, during this year. 


18th Novemser. The curators report few purchases of books beyond the usual 
necessary law books, magazines, etc. A suggestion to appropriate £50, or such 
other part of the sum voted for the library, towards the establishment of a 
circulating library elicited “a decided opinion” to the contrary. 


1868. 


18th May. It was agreed to address the Queen on the occasion of the late 
attempt on the life of H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh. 


1869. 


21st May. The curators report that orders were given to have the lower 
library painted at a cost of £200. Estimates were obtained for re-covering and 
polishing the furniture of the upper room to the amount of £120; and the obtaining 
of a carpet is proposed at the cost of £180. The expense of cleaning and varnishing 
the oak floor is stated at £70. 

The curators suggest that the society should consider what regulations should 
be adopted as regards the admission of the public, in view of the premises being 
thus put in order. 
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16th June. The curators report the regulations adopted for the admission of 
apprentices, law clerks, and strangers to the library. Strangers visiting the library 
for literary and scientific purposes are to be allowed to do so at the discretion of the 
librarian and his substitutes, subject to such rules as the curators may deem requisite. 


15th NOVEMBER. The curators report the completion of the painting and other 
improvements of the library. 

It was agreed to transmit to the curators of the library and committee on 
funds to consider and report as to the expediency of completing the front of the 
library according to the architect's design, by erecting four emblematical statues of 
stone over the columns. 


1870. 


Tth FEBRUARY. Mr. J. O. Brodie was unanimously elected treasurer in room of 
Mr. Gibson, resigned. 


The Twelfth Volume. 


21st NOVEMBER 1870. The curators of the library report the completion of 
the repairs and improvements; the numbering and lettering of the shelves; the 
progress of the catalogue; the addition of a junior assistant ; and the purchase of a 
large number of modern works. 


1871. 


6th FEBRUARY. The deputy-keeper read a letter from Mr. T. Usher in reference 
to the celebration of the centenary of the birth of Sir Walter Scott in the month of 
August next, and was authorised to intimate that the society would be ready 
to co-operate with other public bodies in furthering the object, and would be glad to 
give the use of their room, if required. 

A letter was also read announcing the meeting of the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science in Edinburgh in August next—in regard to which a similar 
intimation was authorised. 


10th NOVEMBER. The curators of the library report the completion of the first 
part of the catalogue, and the addition of a large number of books in general 
literature. 


1872. 


öth FEBRUARY. It was agreed to present addresses of congratulation to the 
Queen and the Princess of Wales, on the recovery of the Prince of Wales from his 
recent illness. 

Mr. T. G. Murray moved, “ That the deputy-keeper be requested to bring under 
the notice of the lord clerk register the memorial of the society for the preparation 
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of a handbook of the records, originally presented in 1856, in the preparation of 
which, as they understand, no progress has yet been made; and to request his 
lordship to receive a deputation of the society, at such time as may be convenient, 
in reference to this matter.” The motion having been approved, the deputy-keeper, 
treasurer, and Mr. Murray were appointed as the deputation. 


19th JUNE. It was agreed to contribute from the funds the sum of £52, 10s. 
towards the restoration of “ Saint Giles’ Cathedral.” 

The curators of the library report the resignation of Mr. John Cunningham, 
assistant librarian, after forty-two years’ service, and his request to retire on his full 
salary. This was unanimously agreed to. In connection with this matter, Dr. Laing 
informed the curators that there was no necessity to appoint a successor to Mr. 
Cunningham, as the younger assistant, Mr. Andrew Main, had shown himself fully 
competent to discharge the duties which specially devolved upon Mr. Cunningham. 


1876. 


20th NOVEMBER. The curators of the library report donations of valuable 
books by the Marquis of Lothian, Lord Herries, the Duke and Duchess of Suther- 
land, and Sir James Ramsay of Bamff. 


The Thirteenth Volume. 


1877. 


19th November. The curators report the gift by the lord clerk register of 
the new volumes of the second edition of the acts of the parliaments of Scotland, 
with the general index, and also the government publications; and from Dr. 
Charles Bell the donation of his father’s manuscript of the lectures on convey- 
ancing—2 vols., folio. 


1878. 


18th NOVEMBER. The interim-keeper referred to the death of Sir William 
Gibson Craig, keeper of the signet, in suitable terms, and a resolution was adopted 
recording “their high sense of the manner in which he performed the duties of the 
office which placed him at the head of the society,” and “the society will long bear 
in grateful remembrance that wherever his influence could be exerted, or his active 
assistance be of use to promote its welfare or further its objects, they were always 
accorded with the utmost readiness and cordiality, and with the zest and energy for 
which he was conspicuous.” 

The curators’ report being given in, Mr. T. G. Murray stated that since the date 
of their last meeting the society had lost the services of their librarian, Mr. David 
Laing. He moved “That the society desire to record in their minutes their sense 
of the great loss they have experienced by the death of Mr. Laing, who had for 
forty-one years filled the office of librarian, and during the whole of that lengthened 
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period had devoted himself to the duties of his office, and, under difficulties arising 
from the limited means at disposal for the use of the library, had greatly improved 
the position of the library and increased its usefulness. With an intimate know- 
ledge of books and literary matters, and with special information in all Scottish 
historical and archeological questions, Mr. Laing was ever ready to make that 
information available to all with whom he came in contact, or who desired his 
assistance ; and the loss of one to whom reference could ever be made on such 
questions will be long felt both by the members of the society and by the public in 
general.” The motion having been seconded by Mr. Brodie, was unanimously 
agreed to. 


1879. 


24th Marcu. At a special general meeting, the report of the special com- 
mittee appointed in reference to the appointment of a librarian was given in, to the 
effect that out of thirty-nine applications, the committee, “after very full and 
anxious consideration of the applications, testimonials, and qualifications of the 
candidates, unanimously recommended Mr. Thomas Graves Law for the appointment, 
as in their opinion the most eligible candidate in the field.” Mr. J. T. Gibson Craig 
meved “that the report be approved of, and Mr. Law elected librarian to the society, 
which was unanimously agreed to. 


1880. 


28th APRIL. At a special meeting it was agreed to give 100 guineas towards 
the completion of the restoration of St. Giles’ Cathedral. 


1881. 


2ist NOVEMBER. ‘The report of the curators, with appendix containing the 
revised laws and bye-laws for the management of the library, was submitted and 
approved. 


1882. 


23d Marcu, The appointment of John Clerk Brodie to be deputy-keeper of 
the signet is minuted. 

Mr. Brodie moved that the meeting should enter on the minutes an expression 
of “ their feelings of respect and esteem ” for the memory of their late deputy-keeper 
of the signet, Mr. James Hope, “as a man of the highest character and integrity, 
most estimable in all the relations of life, and always distinguished for the deep 
interest he constantly took in everything that concerned the welfare of the society, 
the attention he paid to all departments of its business, and the kindness and 
uniform courtesy he employed to its members.” 

The congratulations of the society were accorded to Mr. Brodie on his appoint- 
ment as deputy-keeper. 
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3d APRIL. Mr. John T. Mowbray was unanimously elected treasurer in room 
of Mr. Bredie. 


20th November. The curators of the library congratulate the society on the 
completion and publication of the catalogue, and give their testimony to the zeal 
and vigour with which the librarian had taken up and brought to conclusion this 
important and laborious work, and the very efficient assistance he has received from 
the staff under him. 


1883. 


5th FEBRUARY. The treasurer reported that on 28th November last a fire 
breke out in one of the fireplaces in the lower hall of the library, and spread to the 
librarian’s room, but that it was seon extinguished, and no damage done to the 
books. The fireplaces were thereafter examined by Mr. Watherston, and, on his 
recommendation, were rebuilt. 

Attention was then drawn to the existing arrangements for the protection of the 
library, and they were approved as sufficient. 


28th May. It was agreed to subscribe £250 towards the new university 
buildings. 


1884. 


18th JUNE. An address to the Queen on the occasion of the death of the Duke 
of Albany is entered on the minutes. 


1887. 


Tth FEBRUARY. Mr. Patrick W. Campbell moved “That a committee be 
appointed to examine the records of the society with a view to preparing a short 
historical account of the same, and meantime be authorised to prepare a list of all 
past and present members of the society, with information as to the date of their 
joining the society, the length of their connection with it, and any other particulars 
calculated to be of interest to the society.” The motion, which was seconded by 
Mr. J. P. Wood, was unanimously carried, and, on the motion of Mr. Campbell, the 
following members of the society were appointed a committee to carry out the 
objects of the motion, viz., the office-bearers, and Messrs. William Forbes Skene, 
James Gordon, John Cowan, John Milligan, W. Traquair Dickson, J. P. Wood, 
Patrick W. Campbell, Charles Cook, J. W. Fraser-Tytler, and Fraucis James Grant; 
Mr. Campbell to be convener. 


28th FEBRUARY. The deputy-keeper submitted a letter from Sir Frederick 
A. Abel, O.B., in reference to the “Imperial Institute of the United Kingdom, the 
Colonies, and India,” as the national memorial of the completion of fifty years of 
the Queen’s reign. It was agreed that an appeal should be made, in reference to the 
said institute, to all the members of the society, and that the treasurer should 
cellect their subscriptions therefor. 
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22d APRIL. On the motion of the deputy-keeper it was agreed to subscribe 
£250 to the Edinburgh fund for the Imperial Institute. 


30th May. The deputy-keeper laid on the table an address to the Queen, 
congratulating her majesty on the auspicious occasion of the jubilee of her reign, 
which was unanimously approved of, and signed by the deputy-keeper. 


15th JUNE.. A report of the librarian as to the probable cost of printing the 
history was read, and on the motion of Mr. P. W. Campbell it was agreed “That the 
committee in charge of the history of the society be authorised to have the list of 
members, and the synopsis of the society’s records at present in course of prepara- 
tion, printed at the expense of the society.” 

The deputy-keeper stated that the committee appointed in reference to the 
celebration of her majesty’s jubilee had concluded that the best mode of specially 
celebrating that event was to place a stained glass window in the upper hall. The 
meeting approved the suggestion, and remitted to the committee with powers. 


The Fourteenth Volume. 


21st NOVEMBER. The curators of the library.report that in order to reduce 
the risk of fire to a minimum, the position of the furnaces has been altered, and 
other improvements effected. 


14th DECEMBER. The clerk read a letter received by him from the Earl of 
Glasgow, principal keeper of the signet, announcing the resignation of the deputy- 
keepership by Mr. J. C. Brodie, and stating that his lordship had requested 
Mr. C. B. Logan, W.S., to accept the office, which, to his lordship’s great satisfaction, 
he had agreed to do. 


20th DECEMBER. Mr. Charles B. Logan presented his commission as deputy- 
keeper to the signet, and was congratulated by the socicty. 

A resolution adopted by the commissioners in reference to the late deputy-keeper, 
Mr. J. C. Brodie, was then read and adopted, expressive of their regret that the 
state of his health was such as to necessitate his resignation of an office which he 
had so ably filled, and the duties of which he had so assiduously and successfully 
discharged, and their high appreciation of the services which he had rendered to 
the society. The resolution also refers in eulogistic terms to the great services 
which Mr. Brodie had rendered in connection with the various acts for the improve- 
ment of the law of land rights, and with the amalgamation of the register of sasines, 
and the improved method of searching the records. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Page 439. 


21st NOVEMBER 1831. * * * The deputy keeper informed the society that he 
had received from the commissioners of records a copy of the whole of their valuable’ 
publications: That he had since learned from Mr. Napier that he had some time 
ago purchased on account of the society several of the publications alluded to, and 
that consequently the society would now possess duplicates of a part of those works, 
In this situation it had occurred to the curators of the library that the present 
afforded an excellent opportunity to this society to make a return to the juridical 
society for the gift of their valuable work, and it was therefore suggested that those 
parts of the records of which this society had now duplicates should be presented 
to the juridical society. After some discussion the proposition was agreed to, and 
the deputy keeper was instructed to present the volumes to the juridical society 
accordingly. 


Tur deputy keeper stated that he had attended a meeting of the juridical society, 
and presented toe them, in the name of the society of writers to the signet, the 
books referred to in the minutes of last meeting, and he now begged to lay before 
the society the following excerpt from the minutes of the juridical society, dated 
14th December 1831. 

(Then follows excerpt from minutes of the juridical society, narrating the 

presentatiou of books by Mr. Mackenzie, and the moving and seconding of 
a vote of thanks to the W.S. society, “which was carried by acclamation.”) 


Page 444. 


27th FEBRUARY 1856. The deputy keeper then stated that he had called 
this meeting for the purpose of the society nominating two delegates to meet with 
two delegates from the town council and himself, and elect a professor to fill the 
chair of conveyancing, which had been so ably filled by their lamented friend, in 
terms of the regulations adopted by the town council of Edinburgh when the chair 
was established. 

Mr. Cook then moved that Mr. John Russell and Mr. John Dundas be elected 
delegates from the society, which motion was seconded by Mr. Thomas G. Murray, 
and unanimously carried. 


28th FEBRUARY. The deputy keeper reported the following minute of the 
delegates :— 
Edinburgh, 28th February 1856. At a meeting of delegates chosen 
from the town council and society of writers to the signet, together 
3M 
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with the deputy keeper of the signet, for the election of a professor 
of conveyancing in the room of Allan Menzies, Esq., deceased, called 
for the purpose by the lord provost, senior delegate from the town 
council ; 

% * * * * * 

The lord provost moved that Alexander Montgomerie Bell, esquire, writer to 
the signet, should be elected to fill the vacant chair, and the said motion having 
been seconded by the deputy keeper of the signet, was unanimously adopted by 
the meeting. 

* * * * * * 

Mr. Bell accepts the appointment, and a commission is directed to be issued 

in his favour. 


